December 2018
volume 21 • number 10

A publication of Christ United Methodist Church of Fort Collins
THANKS to all those that volunteered during our November FFH
rotation!! It took at least 58 volunteers and 298 hours from CUMC
and our support churches. We
couldn’t do it without your gifts of
time and presence – Your FFH
Coordinators
We again feel very blessed to be
able to hold our worship services
in your beautiful facility. We are
also thankful to those of you who
have helped to make our transition back to CUMC so smooth
and welcoming. It feels like we
are "back at home". If any of you
are unable to attend your morning
service, you are always welcome
to worship with us at 5pm on Sundays. Thank You! MCC Board of
Directors (Pastor Scott, Kathy, JJ,
Greg, Mike, John C, Gary)
and MCC Congregation
From Homeward Alliance and
Murphy Center:
Thanks to your sponsorship, we
have served almost 2,700 people
in the first nine months of 2018.
Every single one of those almost
2,700 people walked through our
doors and were welcomed by a
team of volunteers, staff and
agencies working in collaboration
to support them. We couldn’t
have achieved our goals this year
without the support of our sponsors. We sincerely appreciate all
you do in support of our agency
and the people we serve.

I was in the store a few days before Thanksgiving and was looking for some paper
napkins for the holiday dinner. The only holiday napkins I could find were for
Christmas. The Thanksgiving items were already sold out and it was a week before the big dinner. Surrounded by tiny elves, sparkling angels, Santa’s in red velvet suits and an occasional nativity set, I realized that once again the Christmas
season had begun.
The Christmas season, for me, has two parts. First, there is the holiday we celebrate with many traditions such as decorated trees, gifts, parties, cards and Santa
Claus. Second, there is the ancient reason for this season, the birth of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Of course, the second part of the Christmas season is the most
meaningful for me.
Now, don’t get me wrong, there are many things about Christmas I love, especially shopping and Santa Claus. However, I am a strong proponent of the season
of Advent where we prepare our hearts for the birth of Christ. Christ is the promise
of the season for his followers. The prayer is that we will be ready to receive him.
Our theme for Advent, the four Sunday’s before Christmas, will be Promises and
Prayers. Here are our scriptures and sermon titles for Advent 2018:
December 2, 2018

Luke 21:25-36

“Signs of the Season”

December 9, 2018

Luke 3:7-18

“Bring an Empty Box”

December 16, 2018

Chancel Choir Cantata

December 23, 2018

Luke 1:39-45

December 24, 2018

Candlelight Communion Service at 5 pm and 7 pm
Luke 2:1-20
“The Gift We Already Have”

“Are You Ready?”

Thank you to all our members and friends who attended the Northern Front Range
Circuit Conference on Saturday November 17, 2018. The morning was snowy and
cold yet about 60 hearty souls from CUMC, First Fort Collins, Trinity Loveland,
First Loveland, First Berthoud, and First Windsor met in our fellowship hall. There
were interesting discussions about The Way Forward and the 2019 Special General Conference.
See you in worship.
Grace & Peace,
Rev. Nancy

Continued on page 2
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Thank You
Continued from page 1
From Amy Pezzani CEO, Food
Bank for Larimer County:
Thanks to supporters like you,
we have make the move to a
new HQ and distribution facility
located at 5706 Wright Dr. in
Loveland. For us, this is more
than just a new address, it’s a
fresh approach to ending hunger
in our community. The newlyrenovated 42,000 sf facility will
allow the Food Bank to increase
the amount of food it stores and
distributes to meet the growing
need in Larimer County. Your
generous gift will help us provide
food to those in need and increase services to seniors, children and individuals and families
in our community who are struggling to make ends meet.

Bible Studies
Mondays, 9:30 a.m.
We are beginning a study
entitled: Hope, Beyond your
Tears by Trevor Hudson. Christ
can transform personal pain and
sadness into channels of love.
Please join us in the library for
prayer, study, and fellowship.
Study books are available.
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
The Tuesday evening Bible
study will be finishing our Advent
study on December 11, on a
crafty note; we’ll be making and
using Prayer Beads. Come join
us as we learn about this ancient
practice and prepare once again
for the birth of our Savior. Please
let Carma know if you wish to
attend so we have sufficient supplies.
There will be no meeting on December 25th as we plan to enjoy
Christmas with our families.
Seekers Bible Study
We meet every Tuesday morning from 9:30 to 11 a.m. Light
refreshments are served followed by the Bible study.

Church Women Communiqué
UMW Christmas Melody - Sunday
Dec 9th at 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. Please join us and bring friends
and families to the UMW Christmas
Melody! We will hear music from "The
Blend" a local music group. We will
share a program about Chai Tea and
of course we will share some Chai tea
and cookies -- and other Holiday
treats! As we are all children at heart - we will join in singing and hearing a
new twist on an old story of Christmas! Invite friends and get in the Holiday season - remembering the Reason for the Season!
We are thrilled to share the fruits of
our efforts for 2018— Here is a summary of our donations:
Thanks to all the women and members of the church and the support of
the congregation in our projects such
as QuarterMania, Krautburgers and
other fundraising such as helping with
meals at Mission U and other local
efforts!! We want you to know how our
$3,633 was shared to support CUMC
and our ministry:
Alms Fund-- $1,633; $1,250 for Ken
Cruz and our Cambodia mission; $250
to Morning Glory Preschool for purchase of specific items on poster
board this fall; $500 for FFH Organization!!
Thank you again - and know you were
part of a bigger effort to support
CUMC mission both near and far!
We will be raising money for the Alms
fund at the annual January QuarterMania. See the article, next column on
this page, for details.
Friendship Circle's December meeting will be held on Thursday, December 6th at 7:00pm at the home
of Robanette Catalano. There will be
tasty refreshments following the fellowship and program. We welcome
new ladies who wish to join in this
good time! If you have questions or
would like more information, please
contact Chris Coats Thank you. Hope
to see you there!

Outreach Social Group meets the
first Tuesday of the month at
1:30 p.m. If you’re wanting an afternoon of fun & fellowship, come and
join us. Contact Gen Maul if you are
interested in finding out more about
this group.
** Readers** UMW Reading program
is better than ever!
Use the church library to find both
current and past books from the program! This is a wonderful source of
continuing our education about the
world and our church women whose
efforts are making an impact on local
and world mission. Go to https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org or
use the following link:
United Methodist Women - 2019 List
now online: United Methodist Women
Reading Program
This link to the website will also allow
for online reading option as well!

QuarterMania News
All are welcome to attend QuarterMania, Saturday, Jan. 12, in support of
CUMC’s Alms Fund. The doors open
at 6 p.m. and the auction starts at 7
p.m. It is $5 to buy 1 paddle at the
door or $10 to buy 3 paddles. Each
person must purchase their own paddle(s). You use the paddles and quarters to bid on items. So bring a couple
of rolls or more of quarters.
As you see your friends and family,
take a moment to invite them to this
fundraiser. Let’s create lots of excitement and anticipation for this event.
It’s possible with everyone’s support
to raise $2,000 - $4,000! Something
new this year: Sponsor a table for
only $70. Invite 6 friends, have them
each bring 2 rolls or more of quarters
and you provide the paddles for each
of them. OR have them buy their own
paddles. Either way - reserve a table
by calling Debbie in the church office.
If you have questions or If you haven’t
been to a quarter auction, contact
Debbie in the church office for details.
**Mark it on your calendars!**
www.cumc-fc.org
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Holiday Events
Angel Tree – Did you
choose an Angel Tree Tag?
The gift with the Angel Tree
tag should be returned to the
church no later than 12/9
and should be wrapped only
as noted on the Angel tag. If you
have any questions/issues regarding
the gift requests, contact Nathalee
Novy.
You’re invited!! This year CUMC
will join with Peak Community
Church for a combined Angel Tree
Party. The party will be 12/15 at
4pm at Peak Community Church,
500 Matthews St. The event will
include a potluck dinner, a visit from
Santa, and a live outdoor nativity
presentation (anyone can participate). Peak Community will be providing the meat (ham) and asks that
everyone bring a side-dish to share.
If you would like to help with the
party or have any questions, contact
Nathalee Novy.

Poinsettia Orders
Orders are being taken through Sunday, Dec. 2. The price is $7 each.
Poinsettias will be placed in the
Sanctuary mid-December, and will
remain there until Christmas Eve.

Morning Glory
Preschool
Hello from Morning Glory! We're
looking forward to December and
talking about our Spirit Word, Patience. We'll be explaining patience
to the children as "waiting without
complaining". HA! I can't wait!
December also brings our “change
drive” for Heifer International and lots
of talk about Jesus' birth. It's such a
fabulous time of the year!

Safe on the Internet
Poinsettia Orders: December 2 is
the last day to order.
UMW Christmas Unit Meeting:
Sunday, December 9, 1 p.m.
Heifer International: Christmas giving - Sundays in December.
Angel Tree Party: Dec. 15, 4 p.m. at
Peak Community Church.
Chancel Choir Cantata: Sunday,
Dec. 16, during worship, 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Worship Services:
Monday, Dec. 24, 5 & 7 p.m.
January 6: All-Church Potluck after worship.
January 13: QuarterMania raising
money for the Alms Fund. Open to
all men and women.
Feb. 17-24: FFH Rotation. Mark the
date on your calendar!

PLEASE NOTE - there is an updated
phone number to register. The previously published number is invalid.
JOIN US FOR TECHNOLOGY AND
SCAMS: STAYING SAFE ON THE
INTERNET
Wednesday, Dec. 12,1:30 - 3:00 pm
Christ United Methodist Church, 301
East Drake
With increased use of the internet,
email and smartphones, there are
now more ways than ever for scammers to contact their victims. This
presentation will equip you with information on recognizing scams on the
internet, social media and email and
provide you with ways of avoiding
unwanted contact from scammers.
Presented by Mark Fetterhoff, AARP
Foundation ElderWatch. Space is
limited, please register by calling
1-877-926-8300.

Congregational
Care Team
The Congregational Care Team
could use some additional members and invites you to join us. It
is a very rewarding experience!
The goal of the Congregational
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out
to those in our community of faith
who have special needs and to
help make our church a friendly,
nurturing faith community.
When the Care Team is made
aware of someone who needs a
little extra encouragement, they
do their best to be there with
cards, phone calls and visits.
During the past month CCT members sent 32 cards, made 2 calls
and 3 visits.
CCT meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 11:15 a.m.
to update, review and to assure
that the known needs of those in
our community of faith are being
met.
For more information, please call
Linda Glover.

Office Notes
Sunday Bulletin - If you have
information you would like on the
announcement page or for a bulletin insert you must request it by
Noon TUESDAY of the week you
want it included.
January Vision Deadline- Monday, December 17, 9 a.m. Please
submit articles written and ready
for proofing.
CUMC Contact Information:
Address:
301 East Drake Road
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org
Website: www.cumc-fc.org
Check us out on Facebook!

www.cumc-fc.org
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Warren William United Methodist Men: We
will not meet in December. Our next meeting will be
January 24, at 7 p.m.

Chancel Choir Christmas Cantata:
December 16 during worship. Invite your friends,
family, and neighbors to join you this Advent for worship and song.

Heifer International - We change the world!


Giving small-small farmers the tools and resources they need to become self-reliant



Empowering the most vulnerable and marginalized, especially women



Working with at least 1,000 families at a time to
better address the scope of hunger and poverty



Partnering with governments, nonprofits, and
networks to deliver programs and services



Providing tools and training for community
members to ensure a greater impact that goes
beyond Heifer

Dec. 3, 10, and 17, catalogs, gift lists, and honor
cards will be available in the Narthex.

Buckhorn Camp Campfires & Carols: Sat. Dec. 8, 8
a.m. - 3 p.m. at 381 Old Camp Rd. Bellvue. Free event, donations are welcome, and registering is encouraged. Inclement
weather date is Sat. Dec. 15. See flyer on the bulletin board.
Additionally, if you are in the NoCo area for work and need a
place to stay or if you just need a respite, we have some really
nice staff lodging that is currently empty and you are welcome
to utilize it!

Mission to Hope (M2H) Walk: Homelessness Awareness Day will kick off with the M2H Walk, beginning at 8
a.m. Saturday, December 8. It is a .8 mile walk from
Catholic Charities Mission to the Murphy Center and a
walk that many Murphy Center guests take daily. The M2H
Walk ends with an Open House at the Murphy Center,
where community members can tour the facility, learn
about on-site agency partners, enjoy breakfast and lunch
items, etc. We encourage individuals, families, groups, and
pets to participate!
For more details and to purchase tickets on this event and others for the Fort Collins Homeless Awareness Day, go to http://
murphycenter.org/events/
Or contact Ken John at ken@HomelessGear.org or (970) 5814921. Thanks for your support!
www.cumc-fc.org
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