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Six words: watch, turn, see, hear, 
peace, and word. Six terms that will 
guide our Advent and Christmas wor-
ship this year. Advent is the four Sun-
days before Christmas and is a church 
season unto itself; a season that has 
evolved through the years. Originally, 
Advent began November 11

th
 ended on 

January 6
th
. Forty days of prayer and 

fasting, penitence and self-denial in 
preparations for baptisms that would 
take place on Epiphany, January 6

th
, 

sort of a winter Lent. Advent was offi-
cially established by the Council of Trent 
in the year 567 and lasted four weeks 
instead of forty days.  

The name Advent means coming as we 
prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth. Al-
though the repentance aspect has faded 
through the years, the color of Advent  
is purple which symbolizes penitence.  
Advent seems to have been trans-
formed over the years to where many 
churches do not recognize the season 
or make the weeks prior to December 
25

th
 an extended Christmas celebration. 

We cannot ignore, nor should we ignore, 
Christmas, Santa Claus and Christmas 
trees and all the ways our culture cele-
brates this season. We as people of 
faith can use the season of Advent to 
make ourselves ready for Christ. 

The words of Advent are taken from the 
gospel lessons for each Sunday. Our 
schedule of gospel lessons and Advent 
words are as follows: 

Nov. 27:  Matthew 24:36-44 Watch 

Dec. 4:  Matthew 3:1-12 Turn 

Dec. 11:  Matthew 11:2-11 See 

Dec. 18:  Cantata Hear--The word 
hear was added as we will hear the 
story of Christ through the music of 
our Chancel Choir. 

We celebrate the birth of Christ on 
Saturday December 24

th
 at 5 p.m. 

and 7 p.m. The word for our cele-
bration will be Peace and our scrip-
ture Luke 2:1-20. The Chancel Choir 
will be singing at both services. We 
will enjoy hearing the Joyful Noise 
Belles at the 7 p.m. service.  

Every seven years Christmas falls 
on a Sunday. On December 25

th
, 

Christmas Day, we will have a wor-
ship service at the regularly sched-
uled time of 9:30 a.m. The word will 
be Word as the main scripture will 
be John 1:1-14. Our service will be 
a series of bible lessons along with 
Christmas carols and hymns.  

Our lives are filled with words which 
can be a way for us to experience 
Christ. This Advent and Christmas 
season we are invited to watch, 
turn, see, hear, have peace, and 
experience the word made flesh in 
our hearts and throughout our lives. 
See you in church. 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nancy 

With grateful hearts our family 
thanks all of you for the cards, 
visits, food, care, and concern. 
We knew that your prayers con-
tinually surrounded us during 
Robert's year-long illness. we 
also thank you for attending his 
memorial service; we truly felt 
your support ---then and now. 
Joyce and family. 

Thank you so much for your 
continued support. With your 
help we will be able to provide 
food for the tables of many 
neighbors in need this holiday 
season. Sincerely, Amy Pezzani 
CEO Food Bank, Larimer County 

Many thanks to the church and 
staff for providing a room for us 
to meet to enjoy fellowship and 
learning. Individual words of 
thanks: “Thanks so much.” 
“Appreciate the setting and set-
up. Great Job!” “Many Thanks!” 
“Thank You!”   
Northern Colorado Weaver’s 
Guild 4+ Harness Group. 

Thank you FFH Volunteers! 
CUMC provided 37 volunteers 
working 183 hours. St. Paul’s 
and Mary of Magdala provided 
38 volunteers working 162.5 
hours.  

Our next rotation for housing 
Faith Family Hospitality (FFH) 
guests will be January 1-8, 2017. 
If you are interested in volunteer-
ing contact the church office or 
see Steve or Carol Strong or 
Don or Millie Raymond. 
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only if you attend and have fun with the 
group! The Alms Fund will receive the 
proceeds from this event. Benefit your-
self and your neighbors at the same 
time. Remember - - put it on your calen-
dar now! 

The Friendship Circle Group would 
like to invite women of the church to join 
them in their monthly group meeting. 
Friendship Circle meets the first Thurs-
day of each month. It is an evening of 
sharing and fellowship, with a tasty treat 
at the end! 

The final meeting of 2016 will be held on 
Thursday, December 1

st
 at 7 p.m. at the 

home of Chris Coats. If you need her 
address, please let her know. We hope 
to see you there, and that you'll decide 
to join this great group of women and 
share 2017 with us! 

 

UMW LIBRARY NOTES 

Check out this interesting book in 
our library:  
Why Women Should Rule the World  
by Dee Dee Myers 
 

This blend of memoir, social history, and 
call-to-action anticipates a future in 
which increasing numbers of women 
reach the top ranks of politics, business, 
science, and academia. 
Reflecting on her own tenure as press 
secretary in the Clinton administration, 
Myers assesses the crucial but long-
ignored strengths that female leaders 
bring to the table.  

A timely book in light of the recent elec-
tion, she insightfully addresses the key 
differences in thinking between men and 
women in leadership positions. 

The book is in large print, and you will 
find it to be an easy, enjoyable read. 

Also, Ladies: 
The time has come to let me know the 
number of books you have read for this 
year's Reading Program. 
Our report is due to the District on Dec 
4. Thank you all for taking part! 
 

Val Cornetet, UMW Program  
Resources  
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Church Women’s Communiqué 
Supporting Local and Global  

Missions 

The CUMC UMW Leadership Team 
distributed the remainder of the funds 
raised during 2016 to the four entities 
that we committed to support at the 
beginning of the year. At the November 
UMW meeting, an additional $450 was 
given to the CUMC Alms Fund, $300 to 
the Homeless Prevention  
Initiative, and $1000 to our CHAD  
missionary in Cambodia. This brings 
our total funding to CHAD to $2500.   
Thank you to everyone at CUMC and 
the friends you recruited, to helping us 
support these important missions. 

Women’s Christmas Party 

Let’s decorate cookies for Christ-
mas!  On December 4, all 
women and girls of the church are in-
vited to help decorate cookies to give to 
special friends identified by the CUMC 
Care Team as a gift of Christmas love. 
The party will start at 2 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Join in the festivities! 

United Methodist Women Sunday 

On January 8, the newly elected offi-
cers of CUMC’s United Methodist 
Women will be installed during the wor-
ship service. Following worship, fellow-
ship time will be sponsored by the 
United Methodist Women. During that 
time, you’ll be able to learn more about 
UMW and it’s legacy. 

Put it on your calendar:  QuarterMa-

nia January 14 

Want to have a good time, help raise 
funds for the CUMC Alms Fund, and try 
to get some great gifts for yourself or 
others at a nominal price? As you say 
“Yes, Count Me In”, put QuarterMania 
on your calendar for Jan. 14, here in 
the CUMC Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. 
Start looking for quarters in your car 
console, under the sofa cushions, and 
at the bottom of your handbag so that 
you’ll have plenty to use in this fun 
fundraiser. The UMW members are 
providing several great gifts, including 
quilted items, and homemade cherry 
pie and ice cream, that you might just 
be able to take home with you - - but 

Dear Partners, 

As Christmas season is fast 
approaching, the CHAD Team 
and I wish to share with you 
our joy and gratitude for wit-
nessing God's amazing story 
of transformation through our 
partnership in the mission in 
Cambodia. We the CHAD 
team and my family are ex-
tremely grateful for the trust, 
love and confidence that you 
bestowed upon us as your co-
laborers in bringing Christ's 
transformative kingdom into 
the life of the broken, hurting 
and hopeless communities. 
May God continue to inspire 
each one of us as we continue 
to serve Him through the 
works of CHAD program in 
Cambodia. May God's peace 
and grace embrace us all as 
we remember the coming of 
the Emmanuel. 

We also seek your prayers for 
me, the CHAD staff and our 
families. Specifically, please 
pray for favorable result of 
CHAD's renewal of Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the 
government for another 3 
years of collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health. Pray also 
for CHAD's funding for 2017 
that God will continue to chal-
lenge individuals, churches 
and agencies to support/
participate in CHAD's various 
works in agriculture, health, 
livelihood, local church leader-
ship development for holistic 
mission, and community ca-
pacity building. 

Blessings, 
Ken Cruz 
 

See the CHAD Christmas card 

posted on the bulletin board.  

Ken Cruz Letter 
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The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith 
who have special needs and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they  
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. 
During the past month CCT mem-
bers sent 36 cards and made 7 
phone calls and 11 visits. 

CCT meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m. to 
update, review and to assure that 
the known needs of those in our 
community of faith are being met. 

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 
 

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

January Vision Deadline- Mon-
day, December 19, 9 a.m. Please 
submit articles written and ready 
for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Office Notes 

Just in case anyone might have noticed 
a slight change in the way your auto-
matic giving deductions were proc-
essed, this irregularity was associated 
with the need to change the bank used 
by our church The Church bank ac-
counts were with Home State Bank, 
which became Guaranty Bank and Trust 
on Nov. 7. Glitches with the merging of 
the two computer systems affected the 
members who use the automatic deduc-
tion option for monthly giving on the 15

th
 

of the month. The amount that should 
have come out of each member's 
checking account came out and went 
right back in on Nov 15

th
. On Nov.18, 

the giving donations were correctly 
processed. Thank you for using this op-
tion for your giving and thank you for 
your patience during this transition. 
 

Pills, Pills, Pills 
As Carole Lee, Sam, Vandy, and I pre-
pare for the Mission Trip to Cambodia in 
January, we have a lot ofpreparation to 
complete. Please join us for our second 
Pill Packing Party on Saturday, De-
cember 3, 2016, at 10 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall. We will work in teams to 
make individual doses of vitamins in 
small bags. The small bags of pills are 
then given to the clients we see at the 
clinics in Cambodia. Thanks to all who 
helped in November and we look for-
ward to seeing you in December.   

Volunteers Needed for the Trustees 

Work Session! 

Saturday, Dec. 3 at 9 a.m. the trustees 

will begin the process of clearing out the 

rooms in the west wing. This is the first 

step in preparation for the rooms to be 
remodeled for our new preschool. The 

Sunday school rooms will be moved to 

the classrooms downstairs. Room 121 

is moving to Room 013 and Room 122 
is moving to Room 014. The nursery will 

be temporarily moved to Room 110 

across from the church office.  

Angel Tree Christmas – The gifts 
should be returned to the church 
no later than 12/4 and should be 

Auto Deduct Info 

Bible Studies 

wrapped only as noted on the An-
gel tag. If you have any questions or 
concerns regarding a gift request or 
wrapping, contact Nathalee Novy. 
 
You’re Invited!! We will be distribut-
ing the Angel Tree Christmas gifts at 
a party here at the church on Sun-
day, December 11 at 3:00 p.m. 
There will be fun and games followed 
by pizza. If you plan to attend, would 
like to help or have any questions, 
contact Carol Lee Brown. 

 

 

Mondays, 6:30 a.m. 
We are reading and discussing the 
book, "How Jesus Broke the Rules to 
Set you Free". The sub-title is God's 
plan for women to walk in power and 
with purpose. Join us for coffee, 
prayer, fellowship and study. 

2
nd

 & 4
th 

Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
Please consider joining us twice a 
month for Bible Study in Rm. 104.  

Seekers Bible Study 
Join the Seekers every Tuesday 
morning, 9:30 to about 10:45 at the 
church. There are light refreshments 
followed by the study. We welcome 
new members. If you have questions 
or would like more information, 
please contact Dorothy Bondurant. 

Trustee Work Session, Saturday, 
Dec. 3, 9:00 a.m. 

Pill Packing Party, Saturday, Dec. 3, 
10:00 a.m. 

Sharing the Spirit - One Cookie  
At a Time (UMW Party): Sunday,  
December 4, 2 p.m. 

Angel Tree Party: Sunday, Decem-
ber 11, 3:00 p.m. 

Chancel Choir Cantata, Christmas 
Carol Celebration: Sunday, Decem-
ber 18, 9:30 a.m. 

Christmas Eve Worship Services: 
Saturday, December 24, 5 & 7 p.m. 

Christmas Day Worship:  
Sunday, December 25, 9:30 a.m. 

Dates at a Glance 

You Can Help 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
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To the People Called United Methodist: 

Grace and peace in the name of Jesus Christ! 

On the eve of Advent and in the post-election climate in the 
United States, I write as President of the Council of Bishops 
to call for a renewed commitment to the vision of the Be-
loved Community of Christ. 

Isaiah prophesized that a child would be born to re-
establish the beloved community – a time of endless 
peace, a time of justice and righteousness, a time of recon-
ciliation and unity. 

For a child has been born to us, a son given to us; 
     authority rests upon his shoulders; 
And he is named 
     Wonderful Counselor, 
     Mighty God, 
     Everlasting Father, 
     Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be end-
less peace 
     for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He shall establish and uphold it with justice and righteous-
ness 
     from this time onward and forevermore. 
                       Isaiah 9:6-7 NRSV 

In a post-election article, Bishop Gregory Palmer eloquently 
stated the reality of a divided United States. “Everywhere 
we turn we are reminded of the profound fissures along the 
lines of gender, race and class, just to name a few. The 
truth is these fissures and divisions are not new and not 
directly attributable to the long campaign season just 
ended. For many years, there has been a growing trust 
deficit in public leadership and institutions. These are trying 
times, and the fabric of who we are and who we aspire to 
be has been stretched beyond anything we desire to look 
upon. But look upon it squarely we must.” 

This state of division and discord is global, fueled by the 
racist, sexist and xenophobic rhetoric of the recent U.S. 
election cycle. Recently, Pope Francis warned against the 
“virus of polarization” and hostility in the world targeting 
people of different nationalities, races and beliefs. He was 
blunt and warned against animosity creeping into the 
church, as well, noting “we are not immune from this.” Pope 
Francis reminded us of “our pitiful hearts that tend to judge, 
divide, oppose and condemn” and cautioned somberly 
against those who “raise walls, build barriers and label peo-
ple.” 

As followers of the Christ, we are harbingers, models and 
guardians of the Beloved Community. As those baptized 
into the Body of Christ, we “accept the freedom and power 
God gives us to resist evil, injustice and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves” and to renounce 

the spiritual forces of evil in the world, our respective 
nations and the church. As disciples of Jesus, we stand 
against all expressions of hatred, discrimination, oppres-
sion and exclusion. As those who serve Christ, we love 
whom Christ loves. As stewards of Jesus’ Good News, 
we are peacemakers, pray for our enemies and seek 
reconciliation with those from whom we have become 
estranged. 

At the November 2010 meeting of the Council of Bish-
ops in Panama, the Council issued a pastoral letter call-
ing for United Methodists to be bearers of the beloved 
community across the globe. The letter is eerily contem-
porary and relevant to our current context. It points to 
the opportunity that is uniquely ours to bind up the 
wounds and to proclaim the Advent prophecy of a time 
of justice and righteousness. I include the full text as a 
reminder of the kingdom reality we are called to incar-
nate: 

“We, the bishops of The United Methodist Church, feel 
compelled to renew our commitment to work to become 
the beloved community of Christ. We, as a Council, de-
sire to deal with the crucial issues of racism and the sa-
credness of every human being. Therefore, as the spiri-
tual and administrative leaders of the church, we issue 
an urgent call to the whole people of God, lay and 
clergy: to speak the truth in love in public and private 
discourse, to act with compassion, and to work for 
peace with justice in the world. 

In order to transform the world, in faithfulness to Christ’s 
command, we must model respect and kindness and 
extinguish the fires of animosity. And thus, we call on all 
churches to engage in genuinely honest dialogue and 
respectful conversation, such that others who observe 
the action in our lives might declare, ‘See how they love 
each other!’ 

As people of faith, we are charged to build the beloved 
community because Christ has broken down the divid-
ing walls and ended the hostilities between us. Yet, we 
continue to build walls in the church and the world which 
separate us and cause our hearts to grieve. 

On the continent of Africa and in many parts of Asia, 
including the Middle East, the Philippines and India, the 
historical and contemporary impact of colonialism, ra-
cism, tribalism, hostility and religious persecution con-
tinue to affect human relationships. The challenge in the 
Philippines is to break down the barriers between 
mainline society and tribal peoples. Meeting this chal-
lenge will accord equal rights such as land possession 
and free education for all. 

By nature, colonialism in Africa thrives on hostile, violent 
and demeaning human relationships. Racism and tribal-
ism cut deep wounds, not in one’s flesh and blood, but 
also on the soul and the spirit. These gaping wounds 
leave permanent scars. 
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In Europe racism is a growing issue, with politi-
cal parties openly working against minority, 
ethnic and religious communities. Prejudice is 
overly articulated in the media, in politics and 
even in churches. 

Throughout the United States, there has been 
a rapid escalation of violence related to race, 
ethnicity, sexual orientation and religious pref-
erence. This escalation includes personal at-
tacks, bullying and vicious and criminal acts of 
violence to the mind, body and spirit of per-
sons. These actions diminish life for victims 
and their families, as well as for the perpetra-
tors and the whole community. They are the 
ultimate, insidious and irreverent attacks on the 
sacredness of God-given life. 

Across the world, terrorism – as demonstrated 
by wanton acts of violence against innocent 
persons – leaves a trail of loss of life, limb, 
home and community. Discriminatory treatment 
is widely practiced against immigrants and 
refugees everywhere around the world. All of 
this creates a universal atmosphere of suspi-
cion, mistrust and fear. Often this is the result 
of religious persecution of various faith commu-
nities, including Christians, which threatens the 
capacity or hope for reconciliation and peace. 
The church is called to decisively and directly 
counter these acts and engender and empower 
a ‘perfect love that casts out all fear.’ (I John 
4:18, NVSV) Through intentional action we can 
‘overcome evil with good.’ (Romans 12:21, 
NRSV) 

It is incumbent upon the bearers of this vision 
of a beloved community to do whatever we can 
today to hasten the day of a just world with 
peace. This is our hope, our prayer and our 
commitment.” 

Friends in Christ, this is not an invitation to na-
iveté. People’s lives, livelihoods, security and 
well-being are at stake. Immigrants are scram-
bling for the shadows. Indigenous peoples are 
disrespected and forgotten. Children of color 
are being bullied and threatened. Muslims are 
being labeled and listed. Women are ridiculed 
and objectified. The LGBTQ community is filled 
with fear. Racism is being legitimized. Hun-
dreds of millions remain impoverished without 
access to educational opportunities, economic 
resources, or equal justice. 

We must stand against the meanness and ha-
tred that is upon us. We must stand for what is 

best in us as People of God. We must not address the anger, fear, 
confusion and insecurity of the prevailing culture with more blame, 
attack and criticism. As Richard Rohr recently noted, “The best 
criticism of the bad is the practice of the better.” We must stand 
against bigotry, hate and discrimination in all forms and settings. 
We must proclaim from our pulpits the Good News that overcomes 
hatred and fear. We must be quick to confess our own sin and 
places of complicity and vigilant against all that diminishes the 
worth of any individual. 

So, I urge all who follow the Christ to remember who we are in this 
time. We are the People of God called to proclaim the mighty acts 
of Christ who calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light. We 
are the People of God called to create the Beloved Community of 
Christ. We are People of God commanded to love as Jesus loved. 
We are People of God created to be the kingdom of God envi-
sioned in the Advent prophecy and fulfilled by Jesus. This is our 
vision, our hope, our prayer, our opportunity, our commitment. May 
it be so! 
 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, President 
Council of Bishops, The United Methodist Church 

 

An IRA charitable rollover is a very simple gift to make. 

If you are 70½ or older and own a traditional IRA, please consider 
making an IRA charitable rollover gift to your church this year. You 
can make a gift of up to $100,000 from your IRA to your church this 
year. On December 16, the Senate passed HR 5771 which included 
a one-year extension of expired tax provisions retroactive to January 
1, 2014. Your gift to your church will: 

•  Advance the work of your church. 
•  Not be included in your taxable income. 
•  Satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year. 
•  Reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions. 
•  Not be subject to the 50% limitation on charitable gifts. 

Please contact your IRA administrator immediately for assistance 
with your IRA charitable rollover gift. Deadline for making an IRA roll-
over gift is December 31, 2014. Contact the Rocky Mountain United 
Methodist Foundation for further information, 303-778-6370.  
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Christ United Methodist Church 
301 E. Drake Road 
Ft. Collins, CO 80525 
 
            Return Service Requested 
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An Update on the High Park Fire and the 2013 Flood  
Recovery 
 

There are still two homes from the flood that still need 
some work in order to get finished. One in Buckhorn Can-
yon needs the bath tub set, bathroom tiled, towel bars in-
stalled and a cement block wall completed to help divert 
the water when the next flood occurs. The other flood 
house still needs drywall, paint, trim, cabinets, flooring and 
light fixtures. So a lot of work still needs to be done. 
 
The three fire homes that still need to be completed are in 
the Rist canyon Stove Prairie and need the following. 
 

 -paint clear coat on interior doors, trim and baseboard 
  materials 

  -finish tile work in bathroom shower 

  -install flooring in bath and small laundry area 

  -spray to seal all outside of home 
  -install towel bars in bathroom 

  -install hardy board on outside of home for CO (to cover  

   insulation at ground level) 

  -trim out the doors inside of the home 

 -install shelves in upstairs closets (3) 
 -install and paint the concrete boards around the wood 
  stove 
 -trim windows on the outside 
 -install cement board and flashing around rim joist and  
  foundation to cover insulation 
 -build a wall to hide the washer/dryer 
 -build cover for the electric heat wiring on the walls 
 -install trim around the wood floor in kitchen and dining 
  area 
 

 -Install cabinets 
 -Put on metal roof 
 -Tile shower and window sills 
 -Install some light fixtures 
 -Install air to air heat exchanger and associated controls 
 -Install flooring throughout house 
 

If you are able to help out with any of these projects, 
please let me know. Any of these can be a team effort. 
 

Thanks 
Larry Glover 
 

On-going Disaster Recovery Work 

See inside and  
below for volunteer 

opportunities! 


