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The Rev. Dr. Karen 
Oliveto, 58, was 
elected July 15 at the 
jurisdiction’s quad-
rennial meeting in 
Scottsdale, Arizona. 
She has been as-
signed to the Moun-
tain Sky Area, which 
includes the Rocky 

Mountain and Yellowstone Confer-
ences. Bishops consecrated at the 
jurisdictional conferences begin their 
assignments September 1. Our cur-
rent Bishop, Elaine J.W. Stanovsky, 
has been assigned to The Greater 
Northwest Episcopal Area.  

Since 2008, Bishop Oliveto has 
served as the senior pastor of Glide 
Memorial UMC in San Francisco, CA. 
Glide is the Western Jurisdiction’s 
largest membership congregation, 
and one of the top 100 largest mem-
bership congregations in the denomi-
nation. Prior to Glide, Oliveto served 
as an associate dean at the Pacific 
School of Religion (PSR) in Berkeley. 
She has held pastorates at Bethany 
UMC in San Francisco and Bloomville 
UMC in Bloomville, New York, as well 
as being the campus minister at the 
Ecumenical House Campus Ministry 
at San Francisco State. 

Bishop Oliveto earned a Ph.D and a 
Masters of Philosophy from Drew Uni-
versity, a Masters of Divinity from Pa-
cific School of Religion (PSR), and a 
BA from Drew University. 

She has served as a General Confer-
ence delegate in 2004 and 2016, and 

a Jurisdictional Conference delegate 
in 2000, 2008, and 2012. Bishop Oli-
veto serves on the General Council on 
Finance and Administration (GCFA), 
the Western Jurisdiction Council of 
Finance and Administration, and the 
General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry (GBHEM) as a coach for 
the Lead Women Pastor Project. 

Bishops are elected by the jurisdic-
tional conferences in the United 
States and by the central conferences 
in Africa, Europe, and the Philippines. 
The United Methodist Church is di-
vided into five areas in the United 
States known as jurisdictions: North-
eastern, Southeastern, North Central, 
South Central and Western. Every 
four years the jurisdictional confer-
ences meet to elect new bishops to 
serve the denomination. Delegates to 
the jurisdictional conference are com-
prised of clergy and laity elected by 
their annual conferences. 

Any elder in good standing and in full 
connection is eligible to be elected a 
bishop. Nominations or endorsements 
of individuals are common, but not 
necessary for election. The number of 
votes needed to elect a bishop is de-
termined by each jurisdictional and 
central conference but the church’s 
Book of Discipline recommends at 
least 60 percent of those present and 
voting be necessary to elect.  

Bishop Oliveto has been elected as 
the first openly lesbian United Method-
ist bishop by delegates at the Western 
Jurisdictional Conference. She was 

We at Centennial Children’s 
Chorus would like to thank you 
once again for allowing us to use 
your facilities for our rehearsals 
during our 2015-2016 season. 
Thanks to your generosity we 
were able to share beautiful mu-
sic with many people this year. 
Thank you! CCC Board 

 
The Conference Board of 
Global Ministries is pleased to 
award your Certificate of Recog-
nition for your support of Ken-
nedy Cruz through the Covenant 
Relationship program. You were 
honored at the Global Missions 
Dinner during Annual Conference 
on June 10

th
. Thank you for your 

commitment to the mission minis-
try of The United Methodist 
Church by your prayers and your 
gifts. God bless you.  
Sincerely, Joanie Calhoun for the 
Conference Board 

 

The Wed. AM Book Club starts 
their new season on Wednesday, 
Aug. 10

th
 at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Library. We hope to get a brand 
new kit featuring the last novel 
written by Kent Haruf called Our 
Souls by Night, if the library has 
received the book as a paper-
back. Everyone is welcome to 
join us. Thanks, Millie Oliver 
 

Continued on page 4 

Wednesday AM 
Book Club 
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sisters. Breads, desserts, and bever-
ages will be provided. 

All women in the church are consid-
ered United Methodist Women and 
we want YOU to share in this fun  
experience with us. 

Open Doors Brunch Enjoyed 

Approximately twenty women gath-
ered over a yummy brunch to learn 
about Al-Anon from one of the groups 
that use our meeting space on a regu-
lar basis. A panel of women whose 
lives have been changed because of 
Al-Anon told of their journeys and how 
much they really appreciate CUMC’s 
openness and support. One woman 
said she feels “safe and at home” 
when she comes through our doors. 

Sept 11 Patriot Day Church Potluck 

Following worship on September 11, 
we will enjoy our annual all-church 
lunch. This year it will be potluck since 
it’s been quite a while since we’ve all 
gotten to taste each other’s cooking. 
Does that mean you have to COOK? 
Absolutely not! If cooking’s not your 
forte, deli or grocery store items are 
just fine. 

Let’s honor our country, our veterans, 
our religious freedoms, our congrega-
tion, and God at this annual event. If 
you’d like to help with planning the 
decorations or program, please con-
tact Laurel Kubin at 686-0544. 

UMW District Annual Meeting 

On September 17, the Peaks and 
Plains District of UMW will hold their 
annual meeting at First United Meth-
odist Church in Fort Collins. This will 
be a joint meeting with the Wyoming 
Northeast Colorado District. A reor-
ganization of the UMW districts is oc-
curring at the same time the United 
Methodist Church is experiencing 
some reorganization of conferences. 

Pastor Cynthia Paquette of First UMC 
will facilitate a session on “Growing in 
Blessedness: Creating Community.”  
This will be a great opportunity to get 
to know some of the members from 
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Church Women’s Communiqué 

Making PLARN: Caring for the 

Homeless 

To make PLARN (plastic yarn) so that 
Methodist women can make imperme-
able ground mats for homeless indi-
viduals, please save plastic grocery 
bags. 

ONLY grocery bags, please. Plastic 
newspaper covers do not work for this 
project. Please recycle them else-
where. 

Please put your plastic grocery bags 
in the designated bins in the Narthex. 
If you flatten them before putting them 
in the bin, instead of wadding them up, 
they will take less space. 

If you recycle your plastic grocery 
bags for this project, we promise not 
to call you “bag ladies” or “bag men”! 
You’ll be helping the environment and 
our homeless brothers and sisters at 
the same time. 

Please join us on Wed. August 31 at 
5:30 p.m. to prepare the plastic gro-
cery bags so they can be made into 
the mats. Bring a salad too, and join 
us for the Salad Supper sponsored by 
the UMW. We’ll be having a good time 
in fellowship, eating, making plarn, 
and crocheting. This is a project that 
will be accomplished sitting down. 
Crochet lessons will be available. 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW Salad Supper 

August 31 - - yes, Wednesday, August 
31, at 5:30 p.m. is the UMW Salad 
Supper in the Fellowship Hall. Bring 
your favorite salad and the recipe, if 
you’re willing to share it. This is al-
ways a fun time to try new salads, 
elect UMW officers, and pass a 
budget for 2017. Plus, we’ll be making 
plarn and starting to make ground 
mats for homeless brothers and  

Faith Family Hospitality is com-
ing August 14

th
 - 21

st
. Please use 

Sign Up Genius online or look 
for the sign up sheets in the nar-
thex on July 24

th
, July 31

st
 or 

August 7
th
. Thank you to all who 

have volunteered in the past and 
we welcome new volunteers to 
join in this successful mission 
project.  

 
Summer History 
Tour June 2016 
 

The annual Spring/Summer 
meeting of the Rocky Mountain 
Conference of Archives and  
Hisotory (RMCAH) was held  
recently in Alamosa, Colorado, 
June 17-18. Approximately 16 
church historians and guests 
attended.  

After a San Luis Valley potato 
bar supper, Rev. Nancy Mead 
gave a program History of 
Methodism in the Valley. A tour 
of the Valley on Saturday, in-
cluded Alamosa, Monte Vista, 
Homelake (which is the oldest 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Home and 
national cemetery in the US), 
Old Spanish Trail, Ft Garland, 
San Luis (the oldest town in 
Colorado), the People’s Ditch, 
and two of the oldest churches in 
Colorado. The tour ended with a 
walking tour to the Stations of 
the Cross.  

Each year, this committee visits 
churches with historical back-
grounds and recognizes those 
Methodist Churches that have 
celebrated 100 years of being a 
church. FYI: Christ United Meth-
odist Church is 54 years old.  

Sally Anduss 
Historian, Christ UMC 

Faith Family 
Hospitality 

Continued on page 3 
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The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith 
who have special needs and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they  
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. 
During the past two months CCT 
members sent 108 cards, made 6 
calls and 16 visits.  

CCT meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m. to 
update, review and to assure that 
the known needs of those in our 
community of faith are being met. 

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 
 

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

September Vision Deadline- 
Monday, August 15, 9 a.m. 
Please submit articles written and 
ready for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Bible Studies 

Office Notes 

Consider this Informative New 

Book in our UMW Library! 

Dreamers: An Immigrant  
Generation's Fight for their  

American Dream" 

by Eileen Truax 

The author illuminates the stories of 
the roughly 2 million undocumented 
immigrants living in the U.S. who 
came here as children. 

They grew up here, attended grade 
school and high school, but are ineli-
gible for financial aid for college and 
are unable to be legally employed. 

This young generation of "dreamers" 
has begun organizing, becoming the 
newest face of the human rights 
movement. 

A vital and important read in light of 
current political issues. 

Val Cornetet 
UMW Program Resources 

Wyoming who will now be in the 
Peaks and Plains District. 

During the annual meeting, the dis-
trict’s new officers will be installed, a 
budget approved, and a memorial 
service honoring deceased United 
Methodist members will be held. 

Collect Your Bling 

Ladies, start collecting the jewelry, 
purses, scarves and other accesso-
ries you are no longer wearing. All 
items that are still in good shape 
can be donated to the UMW for 
their upcoming Bunko and Bling 
fund-raiser coming up on October 
29 here at CUMC. Last year we had 
a hilarious time playing Bunko, and 
trying to out-bid each other on the 
Bling silent auction. 

Items that you are donating can be 
given to Laurel Kubin or Kendra 
Coleman. Please place each item of 
jewelry in small plastic bags to keep 
them separated. (Keep earrings or 
sets together, of course) Please 
make sure that other accessories 
are clean and in good condition. 

Start inviting your friends and 
neighbors to this fun event. Pro-
ceeds will support the UMW mis-
sions which are the Homelessness 
Prevention Initiative, Faith Family 
Hospitality, our church’s mission 
partner in Cambodia, and our 
church’s Alms Fund. 

The Friendship Circle Group 
would like to welcome women in the 
church to join them in their monthly 
group meeting. Friendship Circle 
meets the first Thursday of each 
month. It is an evening of sharing 
and fellowship, with a tasty treat at 
the end! We've had the summer off, 
but, put it on your calendar to join 
us for our fall kickoff meeting sched-
uled for September 1

st
 at 7 p.m. 

This meeting will be held at the 
home of Linda Wenzel. If anyone 
would like to carpool, please let 
Laurel Kubin know. We hope to see 
you join our great group! 
 

Mondays, 6:30 a.m. 
We are continuing the study, “God’s 
Plan for Women to Walk in Power 
and Purpose” - - Jesus DID break 
some rules to set women free!! We 
would welcome any and all to meet 
with us for prayer and study of Scrip-
ture. It’s a great way to begin the 
week. 

2
nd

 & 4
th 

Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
This group is on summer break and 
will resume September 13.  

Seekers Bible Study 
Starting September 1, Seekers group 
will meet every Tuesday morning, 
9:30 to about 10:45 at the church. 
There are light refreshments followed 
by the study. We welcome new 
members. If you have questions or 
would like more information, please 
contact Dorothy Bondurant. 

Church Women Communiqué 
Continued from page 2 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
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elected on the 17
th
 ballot with 88 votes after the Rev. 

Dottie Escobedo-Frank and the Rev. Walter “Skip” 
Strickland withdrew from the election.  

Bishop Oliveto said after her election, “I think at this  
moment I have a glimpse of the realm of God. I want to 
thank the candidates who I have journeyed with these 
past few days, for the grace with which we walked with 
each other. And know I stand before you because of the 
work and prayers of so many, especially those saints 
who yearned to live for this day, who blazed a trail 
where there was none, who are no longer with us, and 
yet whose shoulders I stand on.”  

She especially thanked the delegates of the Western 
Jurisdiction “who dared to live into this Kairos moment. 
Today we took a step closer to embody beloved commu-
nity and while we may be moving there, we are not there 
yet. We are moving on to perfection,” Oliveto said. She 
said as long as people “walk by our churches and won-
der” if they belong, because of race, sexuality orienta-
tion, ethnicity, social class or immigration status, then 
“we have work to do.” “Are we able? Yes. Amen,”  
Oliveto said.  

In a statement issued following Oliveto’s election, 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the United Method-
ist Council of Bishops, said, “This election raises signifi-
cant concerns and questions of church polity and unity.” 
Ough clarified that the Council of Bishops does not have 
constitutional authority to intervene in the election, but 
“is monitoring this situation very closely.” 

He acknowledged that some in the church will view this 
election as a violation of church law and a significant 
step toward a split, while others will consider it a mile-
stone toward being a more inclusive church. “Our differ-
ences are real and cannot be glossed over, but they are 
also reconcilable,” Ough said. “We are confident God is 
with us, especially in uncharted times and places.” 

The Book of Discipline, the church's lawbook, bans "self-
avowed practicing homosexuals" from ordination, but 
many gay clergy came out before General Conference 
2016. Several annual conferences in 2016 passed reso-
lutions not to conform with any church laws seen to dis-
criminate against LGBTQ people.  

What does Bishop Oliveto’s election and assignment to 
the Rocky Mountain Conference mean for Christ UMC? 
Our day to day life at the church where ordinary people 
experience and demonstrate the wonder of God’s love, 
will be much the same. In our worship and outreach, we 
welcome everyone who is seeking to be transformed by 
the love of Jesus Christ.  

First and foremost, Bishop Oliveto was elected and  
assigned to the Mountain Sky Area because of her  
gifts and skills for ministry. From the Jurisdictional  

Episcopacy Committee which assigns Bishops, as to 
why she was considered for the Mountain Sky Area:  

- Bishop Oliveto has experience and success in  
vision work, she is not only a vision caster, but  
excels in helping people and organizations decide 
who they are and want to be  

- She can manage and handle complex systems  

- She is supportive of new ministry experiments  

- She has experience and background in a local 
church in the 21st century  

- Her roots are in rural ministry and she honors the 
importance of churches in small communities  

- She is a bridge builder across backgrounds (social, 
racial, economic)  

- She is excellent at the deployment of resources- 
fiscal and human  

- She values developing strong relationships be-
tween clergy and laity  

- She has high energy and brings creative joy to all 
she does  

At Christ UMC we experience unity in diversity. We do 
not all agree on every issue and we are able to worship 
and reach out to our community with a common faith in 
and love of Jesus Christ. I realize that not everyone at 
CUMC is of one mind about issues surrounding homo-
sexuality. My door is open to hear what you have to say 
about the election of our new Bishop or any issue that is 
close to your heart. Please do not hesitate to call me 
and make an appointment to talk. 

Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Nancy 

Greetings!   

The choir is getting ready for an-
other season of worship, and we 
would love to invite you to join us! 
If you enjoy singing and fellow-
ship, you should try us out! We 

practice on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 and typically 
sing during three Sunday services a month from Sep-
tember through May. I am very flexible if you have to 
miss rehearsals or services. . . I understand how busy 
everyone's schedule is!  

We will start rehearsals on Wednesday, August 31, 

and our first Sunday will be September 11. 

If you are interested and need more information, please 
do not hesitate to contact me. I would be happy to talk 
with you! I look forward to a wonderful year of worship! 

Donna Solverud  

http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/cob-president-addresses-western-jurisdiction-episcopal-election-results
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-human-sexuality-homosexuality
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/homosexuality-full-book-of-discipline-statements#qualifications
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/homosexuality-full-book-of-discipline-statements#qualifications
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Christ United Methodist Church 
301 E. Drake Road 
Ft. Collins, CO 80525 
 
            Return Service Requested 
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Who are the “Good Timers”?  Adult couples and singles who 
get together in small groups to have fun and get to know each 
other better. These small groups meet several times during a six-
month period. 
 
The semi-annual potluck get-together will be Friday, August 
26

th
 in Fellowship Hall. This will be a celebration of the 50

th
 meet-

ing of the Good Timers. 
 
Over the years, several church members have been instrumental 

in organizing and promoting this group. For the past few years, these four have been holding the reins: 
John and Leona Brubacher, and Darold and Bev Klein. Their dedication to this group is most appreciated! 
 
Current members and anyone who would like to join this group, please let us know by Sunday, August 14,  
if you will be continuing with or joining Good Timers. Your names will then be included on the list for the small 
groups. Also, at this time, let us know if you will be attending the potluck. Current members, please let others know 
how much you enjoy this group and invite them to join us. 
 
Potluck: Please bring your own table service, a dish of your choosing—meat, veggie, salad, or dessert to share. Bev-
erages will be provided. After fellowship time, there will be an opportunity to meet with your new group. 
 
Larry and Linda Glover   Kevin and Valerie Utter 
 

Save the Date: September 11 
Patriot Day Church Potluck 

50
th

 Meeting of the 
Good Timers! 


