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I greet you in the name of Christ and pray that all is well. I 
am getting older and so I can use that as an excuse for 
remembering two moments thirty-five plus years ago. But 
these memories have become a source of encouragement 
today. 

I grew up knowing nothing but the Church. Finally, I went 
to my mother and told her I had been called to preach. She 
bowed her head and shook it for a moment. I said I 
thought you would be happy. She responded I know you 
have been called to preach, but remember it is not about 
you, it’s about preaching Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 

The second memory is what we called in the Baptist 
Church, “preaching your trail sermon.” To this day I don’t 
know what would have happened if it was perceived I had 
failed. The crowd was larger than it usually was for an 
evening service. Our neighbors had come. 

Mrs. Herbert, my mom’s best friend, was sitting with her. 
Mrs. Procter would lead the Church in singing, “Blessed 
Assurance.” Our Pastor would introduce me by trying to be 
funny, I think. He said, “Aaron can’t keep quiet anyway.”  

The moment came for me to stand in the pulpit. My voice 
was shaking as I read from Acts 3:1-8. I said my title of my 
sermon will be “Using What You Have”. After the service 
people were very kind. My mother was not much of a hug-
ger; she usually showed her love through her world-
famous sweet potato pie. There was a larger pie than usu-
al when I got home. 

I don’t believe I have formally preached from that passage 
since, but I often draw from it words of both conviction and 
challenge. It does remind me of mother’s word to me and 
that the good news of Jesus Christ is for the people. And 
the Spirit just laying on my heart Acts 3:6, “Then Peter said 
I have no silver or gold, but what I do have I give you. In 
the name of Jesus Of Nazareth, walk.” 

These words just seem to apply to so many crucial issues 
today. There are issues that are beyond us, and we must 
remain in prayer. Who would have thought the issue of 
race and racism is something that together we might have 
some impact within ourselves and even broader impact in 
our community and world. None of us are perfect and yet 

we bring many gifts that been given to us for such a time 
as this. 

I hope you would consider a new program produced by 
our Conference entitled “Pilgrimage To The Land Of  
Love – Lifetime Journey of Anti-racism Work. There are 
sub-topics: Deep Listening – Everyday – Engage. We are 
asked to have groups of two or three persons to partici-
pate. They do not have to be members of Christ Church 
or United Methodist. We just need folks who want to un-
derstand more about themselves and to grow in relation-
ship with others. 

The Conference is intentional about calling this moment  
a pilgrimage, for we should never say we have arrived. 
There is a sample outline on the conference website.  
The link is in the article on pg. 2 of this Vision. Please 
contact me if you have more question or you would like  
to participate. 

I will be preaching a series of messages in September 
about anti-racism.  

I am excited and challenged as we dare to use what we 
have. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Aaron   

September Message Series 

“Praise The Lord. Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise 
in the assembly of his faithful people”. 
Psalm 149:1    
 

September 6, 2020 
Messages – What Is Good? 
Scripture – Micah 6:1-8 
 

September 13, 2020 
Message – Word And Spirit. 
Scripture – Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

September 20, 2020 
Message – You Have A Call. 
Scripture – St. John 11:28-29 
 

September 27, 2020 
TBD 
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Are you interested in a Ladies Small Group? All women are welcome to at-
tend. Here are some opportunities this month.  

Explorers Circle will meet Wednesday, September 9, 1:30 by Zoom. Explorer 
members will receive an email with zoom info. Guests are welcome! For more 
information, please call Linda Glover.   

Friendship Circle is reconvening after a quiet summer off. Our next meeting 
will be held on Thursday, September 3

rd
 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. Laurel Kubin will be 

conducting the program. It is a wonderful time to get together and share our joys, 
concerns and general fellowship, even if it must be done remotely during this 
time of uncertainty and home-sheltering. We hope you have had a safe and 
blessed summer! If you have any questions please contact Chris Coats via 
phone or email  

Outreach Social Group is not meeting at this time. 
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So You Want to Talk about Race 

Bible Studies 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. via Zoom 
We are beginning a study of the 
3 Letters of the Apostle John. 
Exactly, who was Jesus? John’s 
letters will help us understand 
Jesus' mission on earth with 
chosen incidents and personally 
knowing Jesus. Please join us. 
Study guides are available in the 
library. Contact Laurel Kubin or 
the church office to get a Zoom 
invite. 
 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
The Tuesday evening Bible 
Study will be finishing up our 
study of the First Letter of Pe-
ter.  Written by one of Christ’s 
closest companions, this letter to 
a church facing difficult times 
and persecution is one of the 
most enduring and beloved in all 
of scripture. Join us as we, too, 
find encouragement and hope in 
its pages. We will be meeting in 
the Library on September 8

th
 and 

22
nd

. Please contact Carma at 
for study materials.  
 

Seekers Bible Study: 
This group has decided they will 
wait for at least a couple of 
months before resuming. 

 
 

 

FFH Volunteers Needed Au-
gust 30 – September 6: There 
are still a few slots available. 
This rotation will be at Foothills 
Unitarian Church. Social dis-
tancing, use of masks, and disin-
fecting procedures will still be in 
effect and contact with the fami-
lies will be minimal.  Regardless, 
please consider your own 
health first before volunteering.  
If you have questions or need 
help with the electronic sign up, 
please contact Nathalee Novy.. 

Mountain Sky Conference Pilgrimage to the Land of Love! We stand at an 
important moment as we are brought to a deeper awareness of the high price of 
racism. We are seeing the toll it takes on persons of color and how racism de-
files the beautiful image of God each person possesses.  

Bishop Oliveto is inviting all laity and clergy of the Mountain Sky Conference to 
join her and others across our area on a pilgrimage. You don’t have to leave 
home for it. All you need to do is set aside some time each day so that together, 
we can take a Pilgrimage to the Land of Love starting September 6.  

Hear the Bishop’s invitation and register (by Sept. 4) on 
the conference website https://www.mtnskyumc.org/
pilgrimage. Here at CUMC, we will help facilitate forming 
small discussion groups. We will be sending out more 
information via an email next week and posting on our 
website. 

Beginning the Journey of Anti-racism Work! 

 

UMW will be conducting a virtual Book Discussion on September 24th, beginning at 
6:30pm. We invite everyone to join us in this event. The book we will be discuss-
ing is So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo.  

It is a subject that really hits at the heart of some of the issues our country, and oth-
er countries, are facing right now. We hope you keep the day marked on your calen-
dar and plan to participate in this opportunity.  

More information will be coming out in the near future with details, including about 
registration, as the maximum for a Zoom is 100 people. If you would like a PDF copy 
of the book, please contact Chris Coats. 

Church Women’s Communiqué 

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/pilgrimage
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/pilgrimage
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This list is for cancer, chronic illnesses or long term recovery from injury  
or illness, etc. Updates are asked for at least quarterly. If no update, the 
name(s) will be removed. 

Vicky Andersen 
Conn Loughlin  
Bo Sheets 
Nicholas 
Ken Cruz & CHAD 
Kenneth Cline 
FFH Families 
Jim Janezick 
Marjie & Ron 
Joe Velasquez 
Roger Corliss 
Kali Akirb 
Linda Brott 
Bob Benoit 
Nancy Foster 
Erica Rife 
Carole Alden 
Jan Watson 
David Young 
Dorothy William 
Samuel Peters 
Joyce S. 
Gia Previte 
June H. 
Randy Thuesen 
Ya  

Robert P. 
Dennis Grauberger 
Erin 
Rhonda Covington 
Gerald Rutgers 
Claudia H. 
Sean Hays 
Pixie Cohn 
Jay Porter 
Diane Locke 
Maxine & Lee Blooding 
Glenda & Bart Anderson 
Judy Peck  
Karen Harms 
John & Barb Fuelberth 
Pat Vanderpool 
Sasha 
Douglas 
Bev Klein 
Keith Peters 
Ella Eiten 
Dave Thuesen 
Karen Duckworth 
Andy Davis 
Darin & Therese Calhoun 
John 

Tom Cate 
Jay Maxwell 
Ben Dunkin 
Lynn & Sally 
Leona Brubacher 
Jim Bradford 
Ballou Savage 
Howard Cate 
Scott Spahr 
Rita Heusinkveld 
Nan Beard 
Loel Hoyle 
Margaret Hood 
Caroline Butler  
Scott Bare 
John Ryan 
Robyn 
Sister Eva A.  

We Are Currently Praying For: 

This list is for short term surgery, illness, 
etc. These are rotated off after 3 weeks 
unless updated, or praise is offered be-
fore the 3 week period.       

Chadwick and his 
friends & family 
Group B 
Mark Benoit 
Karen Benoit 
Jim  

Katy 
Roger Cornett 
The families of  
   Don M  
   Rich Ward 
  

Armed Services:  
CW2 Daniel Raymond, serving at the Pentagon. 

Matt Nichols, nephew of Laurel & Frank Kubin, in the Navy. 

Blake Jackson serving in the National Guard in California. 

SSgt Jared Rice in the Air Force in Alamogordo, NM, brother 

of Jake and Cori. 

SSgt Andrew Guthart USMC serving in Afghanistan, friend of 

Jake & Cori. 

Specialist Christen Aragon, National Guard, serving in Kosovo, 

granddaughter of Rose Aberle. 

Majors Sarah & Jim McKay, serving in the Army in South  

Korea. 

Sgt Kurtis Campbell, USMC serving in CA. 

Lt. Clayton Gubler, military police, serving in Fort Riley.  

Capt. Emily Cathey, in the Navy, serving in San Diego.  

Lt. Col. Sean Hays in the Marine Corps. 

United in Prayer 
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The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 
 
The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith, 
who have special needs, and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 
 
When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they 
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits.  
During the past month CCT mem-
bers sent 56 cards, made 36 calls 
and 6 visits. 
 
CCT has been meeting via Zoom 
on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 11:00 a.m. to update, 
review and to assure that the 
known needs of those in our com-
munity of faith are being met.    
 
For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 
 

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

October Vision Deadline- Mon-
day, September 21, 9 a.m. Please 
submit articles written and ready 
for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Office Notes 

 
Happy September from Morning 
Glory Preschool! Our fall program 
will start on September 8th. It's far 
too quiet in our building, so we're 
excited to be getting back into our 
routines.  
 
We'll continue to stress health and 
safety as our first priority for the 
children and adults in our program. 
We can't wait to get the school 
year started!  
 
 

 

For the Men 

For the Kids 

The Warren William Chapter of 
United Methodist Men are in dis-
cussions of how they want to meet 
this fall. If you are interested in find-
ing out more about our men’s 
group, contact Don Novy, president 
or Ken Gage, secretary. 

Since we will be unable to host 
Children’s Sunday school in person 
this Fall, I will be making packets 
for each child in the department 
and sending them every month. I 
am also hoping to get a Zoom 
meeting in order, for the kids to 
have a chat time. If you would like 
to be included in this form of Sun-
day school, please contact Cori 
Rice, childrensminis-
triescumc@gmail.com, or contact 
the church.  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
mailto:childrensministriescumc@gmail.com
mailto:childrensministriescumc@gmail.com
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Christ United Methodist Church 
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Ft. Collins, CO 80525 
 
            Return Service Requested 

x 

Q & A Corner 
Q: Do we know when we’ll start worshipping in the sanc-
tuary again? 

A: No, the date is unknown at this time. 

Q: I thought we had the sanctuary marked and ready for 
us to return. What else needs to be done? 

A: Yes, the sanctuary is ready in that regard. In order to 
resume worship in the sanctuary and be able to live-
stream the service to those who are not comfortable in 
returning to the sanctuary yet, the cameras and other 
equipment necessary for live-streaming must be in-
stalled, tested, and volunteers trained in its use. 

Q: Can’t we just Zoom the worship service from the 
sanctuary?  

A: While that sounds like it would be simple, it’s not.  As 
with many projects, what seems simple is actually far 
more complex and would require considerably more staff 
and volunteer time and technical experience. An addi-
tional complexity comes from avoiding COVID-19 and 
the need for all individuals to be comfortable being near 
other people for health reasons. 

Q: Do we have an idea when the new live-streaming 
equipment will be installed and ready to go? 

 

A: The Trustees have obtained quotes on the cost of 
installation and these quotes are being discussed by our 
church committees this month. 

Q: Are you waiting for the conditions to be perfect before 
we resume in the sanctuary? 

A: Maybe not totally perfect, but we do want our live 
streaming to reflect the quality we’re accustomed to. Re-
member, we’re now reaching additional people through 
the use of technology and we want all of us to experi-
ence quality worship to the greatest extent possible. 
We’ll undoubtedly continue to improve this experience 
through time.  

Q: What can I do to help? 

A: Pray, remain patient, continue to participate in the 
Zoomed Sunday service and/or The Gathering in the 
Peace Garden, enjoy Fellowship Time via Zoom, contin-
ue your support or our ministries in the community 
through your stewardship, and be involved in Sunday 
School, Bible Studies, United Methodist Women, support 
of the Morning Glory Preschool, helping in the office, 
supporting FFH, and more. And please wear your mask, 
social distance, wash your hands often and stay healthy! 


