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I greet you in the name of our Christ 
and trust that you are well. I feel 
blessed, along with Lou, in my minis-
try to begin our second year here at 
Christ UMC. I don’t think anyone 
could have seen a first year like the 
one we have gone through. It is at 
these moments that we celebrate that 
we are part of a connectional Church 
and, hence, we certainly are not 
alone. We have received some im-
portant guidance from our Bishop and 
Conference. 

I also feel that even though we have 
been separated physically, I feel a 
sense of unity of spirit. As time will 
pass, we can actually emerge and be 
ready to talk about a vision that cer-
tainly includes growing and reaching 
new people with the good news of 
Jesus Christ. I want to thank the work 
of the re-opening committee and the 
other committees that are so im-
portant to the stability of Christ UMC.  

I very much want to thank the Church 
family for your prayers and support 
during the passing of Lou’s dad. He 
was a very special person, who was 
the guide and wisdom for a wonderful 
family. At the moment of sharing, my 
sister-in-law and fellow brother-in-law 
and I could all share how we had 
been welcomed into the family, and 
so his loss -- as well as the celebra-
tion of his life -- is something we all 
felt. 

Moving on, there is no doubt that 
Covid 19 is a paradox in so many 
ways. As adults having to be remind-
ed to wash our hands, and with soap, 
is most effective. You want people to 

be close to one another and especially 
in Church, we want people comforta-
ble enough to give someone a hug of 
assurance and, yes, love. Now we will 
be pleased with ourselves as we re-
main six feet apart.  

But the biggest paradox of all is the 
Mask. If you would have said “Pastor, 
write an article on the Mask”, my mind 
quickly would have gone to several 
scriptures and important people who 
were a witness to what happens when 
you take off your Mask. But, as the 
case is now, my task is to encourage 
you to put on your Mask. 

The word “encourage” is for us to put 
on our mask and keep it on. And then 
we must encourage others, and per-
haps especially our young people, to 
wear their masks and to be patient, for 
there will be a different day. We will 
trust in God to know when that very 
moment will come. Surely, there 
would not be a scripture reading for 
such a time as this -- and yet Ephe-
sians 6:8-10 urges us to put on the 
whole armor of God. Think about 
these words as being God’s recom-
mendation for the needs of God’s  
people at this very moment. 

So, we put on our mask and own that 
the fulfillment of life is found in this 
way. How do we know that God is pre-
sent? Could it be the paradox that 
what seems like a negative is very 
much a positive?    

One way or another, I will see you in 
Church! 

God Bless, 
Pastor Aaron     

FFH Volunteers Needed: Our  
next rotation is August 30– Sep-
tember 6. Please watch for your  
e-mail invite in the first week of Au-
gust and use SignUpGenius to get 
first choice of available slots. This 
rotation will be at Foothills Unitari-
an Church.  
 
Social distancing, use of masks, 
and disinfecting procedures will still 
be in affect and contact with the 
families will be minimal. Regardless, 
please consider your own health 
first before volunteering. If you 
have questions about the upcoming 
rotation or need help with the elec-
tronic sign up, please contact 
Nathalee Novy. 
 
 

August would normally be our 
month to gather for a Potluck. And, 
we would “move” to a new group.  
But, not this August. Please refer to 
your group list from our February 
Pot Luck. You may want to call or 
email those in your group and see 
how they are doing. When it is less 
risky to do so, you may choose to 
meet in person. Questions? Contact 
Larry or Linda Glover. 
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Social Time - through Zoom - but just as fun! 

I have been hosting the weekly after church Virtual Social Time via Zoom for the 
past many weeks now. We have a good turnout, between 20 and 25 homes, many 
with two people attending on the same computer. We greet one another and then 
move into two or three “rooms” which are smaller groups making it easier to have 
a conversation. We see some of the same faces each week and a few new ones 
from time to time.   

I can honestly say I enjoy this every week. I look forward to it. I have gotten to 
know some people much better than I would have thought. It is the one time dur-
ing the week that I get to smile at people and they see my teeth, no masks re-
quired. Last Sunday I actually wore both earrings and lipstick.   

I encourage you to join in. It lasts a short 30 minutes, starting at 10:30, though you 
can join late or leave early. The join link for Zoom is in your weekly email. For me, 
it really does make me feel like I am with my fellow parishioners and enjoying a 
time to share and laugh and be myself with people I love.   

Joyce Lathrop 
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The Gathering will begin Sunday, August 9, at 11 a.m. It will be an informal 
worship service in the Peace Garden. The garden will be marked for social dis-
tancing, but it will still be a way to connect with each other in a more personal way.  
 
Who Should Attend? 

• People who are well. 

• People who cannot attend online. 

• People who feel it is right for them and their family. 
 
Things to know:  

• Bring your own chair. 

• Masks are required. Please bring your own. If you forget, we have one for you. 

• Pastor will use a microphone. 

• Music will be pre-recorded. 

• Bring your own Bible. Hymns & psalters will be spoken. 

• Offerings will be placed in baskets prior to the service. 

• Communion (first Sunday of the month) will be pre-packaged. 

• Be aware of social distancing. Smiles and waves encouraged. 

• Bring your own coffee or beverage if desired. 

• The main doors of church will be open for restroom use if needed. 

• No childcare or Sunday School will be offered. Children will sit with  
their parents. 

• The 9:30 worship is still being offered via Zoom. 

• Zoom Social time will still be 10:30 - 11 a.m. and Sunday School at 11 a.m. 

• The Gathering will last about 30 minutes and will not be recorded or streamed. 
 
Who Should Not Attend? 

• Anyone with a fever or flu-like symptoms  

• Anyone in contact with someone who has Covid-19. 

• Anyone who does not feel comfortable attending at this time. 
 
Please contact Pastor Aaron if you would like more information. Spread the word if 
you think of persons who might be interested. We would also hope to reach some 
new folks in the community as well.  
 

9:30 Worship 

Worship via Zoom continues into 
August. We’ve consistently had 
good attendance on Sunday 
mornings. Have you been able to 
join us? If not, every service is 
posted on our website. 

The streaming committee will be 
installing equipment in the sanctu-
ary and balcony in the near future. 
When we resume worshiping in 
the sanctuary, we plan to live 
stream the services.  
 

The Chancel Choir has continued 
to raise their voices in worship 
while we have been in quarantine. 
Members of the choir have been 
recording hymns for the Sunday 
services and have been a part of 
all the Zoom worship meetings 
every week. The choir has worked 
on a choral piece entitled “Hem of 
His Robe” by Pepper Choplin. The 
results will be a part of the July 19 
music ministry. Services are ar-
chived on the website, http://cumc-
fc.org/,so no one will miss a note.  

Thank you to the talented and 
dedicated singers who continue to 
record weekly. Thank you to Kev-
in and Chuck for their continued 
work as we all strive to keep us 
singing in our worship services. 

We encourage everyone to sing 
along as we continue to lead the 
hymns in our virtual worship ser-
vices.  

Chancel Choir 

Helping Hands Reminder: 
Our Helping Hands List will put 
you in touch with many people 
willing to help out, whether as 
a result of this virus epidemic 
or just need help!!! If not famil-
iar with the list - extra copies 
are at Church in Debbie's of-
fice for your use. She can 
email it to you for your conven-
ience. If questions, please call 
Sue Ptacek or the office.  

http://cumc-fc.org/
http://cumc-fc.org/
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The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith 
who have special needs and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they  
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. Dur-
ing the past two months CCT 
members sent 135 cards and 
emails, made 45 calls and 5 
“visits’ (errands and deliveries).  

CCT has been meeting via Zoom 
on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 11:00 a.m. to update, 
review and to assure that the 
known needs of those in our com-
munity of faith are being met.    

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 

 
Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

September Vision Deadline- 
Monday, August 17, 9 a.m. 
Please submit articles written and 
ready for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Bible Studies 

Office Notes 

The 11 a.m. ZOOM Sunday School class new study: PRAYER: An Adventure 
With God will begin Aug.2. Most Christians find prayer hard. One of the best 
ways to learn about prayer is to read and hear the prayers of the Bible. Join us 
to discover how Mary, Abraham, Moses, and others in the Bible gave us insights 
about praying. Books available and all are welcome to join us. Contact Sue 
Ptacek or the church office for your ZOOM invite.  

Weekday Devotions are posted Monday through Friday on our Facebook Page. 

Bible Study Mondays, 9:30 a.m.: We are enjoying our discussions of Proverbs 
which contains a wealth of practical wisdom for everyday living. Although written 
900 B.C. the teachings are timeless. Contact Laurel Kubin or office if you wish to 
join. 

The Tuesday evening Bible Study will be continuing our study of the First Let-
ter of Peter. Written by one of Christ’s closest companions, this letter to a church 
facing difficult times and persecution is one of the most enduring and beloved  
in all of scripture. Join us as we, too, find encouragement and hope in its pages. 
We will be meeting on August 11

th 
and 25

th
 at 7 p.m. in the Library (east wing, 

room 105). Please contact Carma for study materials.  

To all the women of CUMC - during this time of the virus, virtual living and self 
isolation, the way we can connect with other women is very different. Maybe you 
have been feeling the desire to reach out and help others, but are wondering just 
how you can do that when you must be careful to not expose yourself or others, 
and without connecting in person.  

Although, I feel very blessed that the virus has not seriously impacted me or my 
family personally, there are thousands across our community and in this country 
who have not been so fortunate. 

United Methodist Women from around the world continue to work to make posi-
tive change for women, children and those who are marginalized in a variety of 
ways. These links provide some ideas to consider how you can participate in 
helping others - virtually from the safety of your home. 

Poor People's Virtual Campaign https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/ 
Congress Paid Leave action: https://p2a.co/zj7tPBo  

Congress Ban Utility Shut offs action: https://p2a.co/mYHHHMC 

This article mentions the book So You Want to Talk About Race and the associat-
ed course: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/black-lives-matter-to-
god-and-united-methodist-women  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world  

In this election year, your support and your voice can contribute to making 
change that will help others, and is needed now more than ever. I hope you will 
give some thought to ways in which you can help via virtual methods. 

Take care and stay safe. Thank you and God bless.  

Warmest regards, 
Chris Coats 
President, Christ United Methodist Church Women 

Church Women Communiqué  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
https://www.poorpeoplescampaign.org/
https://p2a.co/zj7tPBo
https://p2a.co/mYHHHMC
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/black-lives-matter-to-god-and-united-methodist-women
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/black-lives-matter-to-god-and-united-methodist-women
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/finding-peace-in-an-anxious-world
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Mountain Sky Annual Conference 2020 Report 
 

On June 19 and 20 the Mountain Sky Annual Conference (MSC) was held as a virtual event, bringing together several 
hundred laity and clergy from the United Methodist Churches in Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Montana and one church in 
Idaho. 

Prior to the start, orientations were held and we received instructions on how to vote. Each person received a unique 
number to use as we used our phones or other devices to vote on the many ballots. The system worked very well and 
we saw the results of each vote within minutes. 

Conference began with an Opening Worship with Bishop Karen Olivetto preaching. This was followed by clergy and laity 
holding separate sessions. In the Laity Session, we elected Nancy Flint and Barry Welliver to be the new co-lay leaders 
for the MSC. They join Gayla Jo Slauson, who was elected in 2019. 

You may be wondering “What all do you vote on at Annual Conference?”  Individual ballots are for setting minimum  
clergy compensation, setting MSC Treasurer and Superintendent compensation, approving the MSC budget, church 
closures and disaffiliations, disposition of property, and amendments to policies.   

A few things you might be interested in knowing: 

The MSC budget for 2021 was approved to be $3,358,000. This is more than one million dollars less than the 2020 
budget which is $4.36 million. Many churches are having difficulty for a variety of reasons, including the COVID 
pandemic affecting everyone at this time. Expenditures  in this budget include: Local churches, circuits and dis-
tricts 40%; Congregational vitality 12%; Community engagement 5%; Leadership development 15%; Responsi-
ble stewardship 22%; Communications 5% and the MSC Roundtable 1%. 

Relocation of Conference Headquarters, currently in Greenwood Village CO, was approved. The space the confer-
ence now owns and occupies is too large for our actual needs. Other locations in the conference are being in-
vestigated, including local church properties.  

During the discussion about our General and Jurisdictional Apportionment amounts in the 2021 budget, a vote 
passed to direct the Annual Conference to pay its general fund apportionments to the historic black colleges. 

A motion was passed to amend the rules to add a representative from Racial Justice Movement & Ministries to the 
MSC Roundtable with voice and vote. If this is referred to the MSC Roundtable, the Roundtable must report 
back to the BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color). 

Although is was very different to be participating digitally, the conference was informative, spirit-filled, efficient and 
effective. The 2021 conference will be held at the Eccles Center in Ogden Utah, October 21 – 24.  

If you wish to read more about the specifics of the 2020 conference, please go to https://www.mtnskyumc.org/ac20-
petitions  .   

Thank you for supporting me to be Christ UMC’s Lay Member to Annual Conference.  

Laurel Kubin 

Happy August!  

I hope you’re all having a fabulous and safe summer. As our families move 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, Morning Glory Preschool has plans to open as 
scheduled, on September 8th. My hope is that families are comfortable in joining 
us as we start the school year looking a bit different than it has in the past years. 

The differences in our program will be based on best practices from the Colorado 
Health Department and Colorado Child Care Licensing. Increased safety 
measures include limiting the number of parents in the hallway at the same time, 
increased sanitation, and child health screens upon arrival. I've missed seeing 
you all these past few months and I'm looking forward to catching up-from  
6 feet away. :)  

Molly  

https://www.mtnskyumc.org/ac20-petitions
https://www.mtnskyumc.org/ac20-petitions
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This list is for cancer, chronic illnesses or long term recovery from injury  
or illness, etc. Updates are asked for at least quarterly. If no update, the 
name(s) will be removed. 

Vicky Andersen 
Conn Loughlin  
Bo Sheets 
Nicholas 
Ken Cruz & CHAD 
Kenneth Cline 
FFH Families 
Jim Janezick 
Marjie & Ron 
Joe Velasquez 
Roger Corliss 
Kali Akirb 
Linda Brott 
Bob Benoit 
Nancy Foster 
Erica Rife 
Carole Alden 
Jan Watson 
David Young 
Dorothy William 
Samuel Peters 
Joyce S. 
Gia Previte 
June H. 
Randy Thuesen 
Ya  

Robert P. 
Dennis Grauberger 
Erin 
Rhonda Covington 
Gerald Rutgers 
Claudia H. 
Sean Hays 
Pixie Cohn 
Jay Porter 
Diane Locke 
Maxine & Lee Blooding 
Glenda & Bart Anderson 
Judy Peck  
Karen Harms 
John & Barb Fuelberth 
Pat Vanderpool 
Sasha 
Douglas 
Bev Klein 
Keith Peters 
Ella Eiten 
Dave Thuesen 
Karen Duckworth 
Andy Davis 
Darin & Therese Calhoun 
John 

Tom Cate 
Jay Maxwell 
Ben Dunkin 
Lynn & Sally 
Leona Brubacher 
Jim Bradford 
Ballou Savage 
Howard Cate 
Scott Spahr 
Rita Heusinkveld 
Nan Beard 
Loel Hoyle 
Margaret Hood 
Caroline Butler  
Scott Bare 
John Ryan 
Robyn 

We Are Currently Praying For: 

This list is for short term surgery, illness, 
etc. These are rotated off after 3 weeks 
unless updated, or praise is offered be-
fore the 3 week period.       

Sister Eva A. 

Don 

Rich Ward 

Dorothy Bondurant 

Families of LouAn Gray’s father Tom 

  and Elder Ryan C.,  

  

Armed Services:  
CW2 Daniel Raymond, serving at the Pentagon 

Matt Nichols, nephew of Laurel & Frank Kubin, in the Navy. 

Blake Jackson serving in the National Guard in California. 

SSgt Jared Rice in the Air Force in Alamogordo, NM, brother 
of Jake and Cori. 

SSgt Andrew Guthart USMC serving in Afghanistan, friend of 
Jake & Cori. 

Specialist Christen Aragon, National Guard, serving in Koso-
vo, granddaughter of Rose Aberle. 

Majors Sarah & Jim McKay, serving in the Army in South 
Korea. 

Sgt Kurtis Campbell, USMC serving in CA. 

Lt. Clayton Gubler, military police, serving in Fort Riley.  

Capt. Emily Cathey, in the Navy, serving in San Diego.  

Lt. Col. Sean Hays in the Marine Corps. 

United in Prayer 

Happy Birthday to all 

with August Birthdays! 
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Christ United Methodist Church 
301 E. Drake Road 
Ft. Collins, CO 80525 
 
            Return Service Requested 

August Worship Services at  
Christ UMC 
 
Sermon Series – Christians In Thessalonica  

Background – As a part of Paul’s missionary work, the 
letter to the Thessalonians finds Paul complimenting the 
work of the Christians and encouraging them to continue 
to grow in their faith. This is Paul’s first letter and so he 
gives direction with passion on how to live for Christ and 
the hope of salvation that is found in Christ. Christ UMC 
will have its share of ups and downs as we re-enter our 
Church building. We also desire to be filled with vision 
which will bring change which is never easy. And then 
the task of being the Church in times like these. Let’s pray 
and listen to how the Holy Spirit is speaking in response 
to our asking for the way forward. 
 
August 2, 2020 
Message – Thank God for the Church! 
Scripture – I Thessalonians 1:1-5 
Holy Communion Will Be Shared 
 

August 9, 2020 
Message – How Brave Are You 
Scripture – 1 Thessalonians 2:2-6 
 

August 16, 2020 
Message – A Life Worthy Of God 
Scripture – I Thessalonians 2:8-13 
 

August 23, 2020 
Message – No End To Victory 
Scripture – I Thessalonians 3:10-13 
 

August 30, 2020 
Message – Life Of The Dead 
Scripture – I Thessalonians 4:13-14  


