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As we begin our stewardship month, I 
have a feeling that all of us have a story 
of how -- in one way or another -- we 
have been blessed by God. From my  
35 years of ministry, there is one story, 
and its outcome is one that I will never 
forget. I was serving a Church that was 
experiencing some difficult times -- they 
had a large beautiful facility and the  
congregation was not the size of what  
it used to be and, hence, the budget 
was very tight. The members worked 
hard to keep the building in good shape, 
to pay the staff and, most of all, to be in 
mission in some form or another. But 
there was no doubt we were facing 
some difficult times. 
  
One day I was looking out the window 
and a saw a well dressed Hispanic man 
walking up to the door. I said to myself, 
"he is probably here to sell me some-
thing." But as our conversation began, 
he explained that he was a Pastor of a 
small Hispanic congregation and they 
were presently worshipping at a Baptist 
Church. They were being asked to 
leave, and for the strange reason that 
the Baptist Pastor felt that the Hispanic 
Church was trying take over their 
Church. The Pastor explained that it 
was not their fault that when the  
Church had a cleanup day, there  
were more members of the Hispanic 
Church that came to help than the  
Baptist Congregation. 
  
Anyway, they had been asked to leave 
and he was searching for a new place to 
worship. The Pastor said they were 
used to worshipping in the afternoon 
and so that was not a problem. He also 
promised that they would leave the 

Church clean and then he suggest-
ed what they were able to give. I 
started thinking that if we could wel-
come the Hispanic congregation, 
then the amount they could give 
would ease the shortage that we 
were facing. When I proposed the 
possibility to our Church, it was a 
lengthy conversation. After all, this 
would be an unforeseen change and 
some members wondered if this 
was just too radical.  
  
At the moment of the vote to receive 
the congregation, I wasn’t sure of 
the outcome. In fact, our District Su-
perintendent was presiding over the 
meeting and she whispered to me, 
"they are just taking too long." When 
the discussion was over and the 
vote was taken, it did pass and so 
our Church was about to have a 
new beginning! Or we could think of 
it in terms of Open Heart – Open 
Minds and, yes, Open Doors. What 
happened from that moment was a 
blessing, and not just in terms of 
funding. These two very different 
congregations were able to worship 
and fellowship together. 
  
An active preschool that served the 
community was able to stay open 
and served many families in ways 
that they could not find anywhere 
else. And our Church started a food 
bank. The donations from the con-
gregation were overwhelming. We 
also had a social club that no one 
had ever heard of. They adopted  
the food bank and each month they 

Dear CUMC, You just did a 
great thing! Your donation is 
helping to move Natasha’s fami-
ly from the hardship of chasing 
an affordable rent to the 
strength, stability, and self-
reliance they’ll have as home-
owners. Natasha is a hard-
working single mom here in Fort 
Collins who had to move 15 
times in the past 8 years. Now 
she’s putting in sweat equity 
hours on her home at Harmony 
Cottages alongside generous 
volunteers and is on track to buy 
her home ealy next year! With 
gratitude, Mara Johnson, Fort 
Collins Habitat for Humanity 
 
 
Many Thanks! In appreciation of 
your hospitality (room use) from 
the New Weavers and Alumni 
Weavers!  
 
 
Notes from CCC after they 
shared special music with us in 
September: 
* I liked making people happy by 
singing. Maddie. 
* One thing I liked about the 
thank you concert was when the 
people shared their stories and 
prayer requests. Arianna 
* One thing I liked was bing able 
to participate in their service. 
Jaimie 
* It was fun to see everyone’s 
reaction. Ella 
* I like how we were in the 
church’s choir spot and that we 
were singing my two favorite 
songs. I thought it was cool to 
sing some church hymns. Ashley 
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the apostle Peter. Peter was a follow-
er like us; he wanted to be like Jesus, 
but he struggled with doubts, and at 
times, he failed. At other times he  
was used powerfully by God. Come 
join us on November 12

th
 and 26

th
 at 

7:00 p.m. as we learn to follow like 
this oh-so-human saint.  

Seekers Bible Study 
We meet every Tuesday morning from 
9:30 to 11 a.m. Light refreshments are 
served followed by the Bible study, 
Come meet this delightful group of 
women for an enjoyable learning ex-
perience. 

 

 

 

Did you know we have an automat-
ic defibrillator (AED) in the nar-
thex? CPR and AED Certification 
training will be held at CUMC in the 
near future and we are trying to work 
out a schedule. Who should get this 
training? Ushers, Sunday School or 
Bible class teachers, CMT mem-
bers, and any other individuals who 
wish to be CPR/AED certified. It re-
ally is for anyone, so if you are inter-
ested, please contact Debbie in the 
office as soon as possible. There is 
currently a special, so the cost is only 
$39 each, if we have a group of 8 or 
more. If you would like the church to 
pay for your training, contact Pastor 
Gray. If it has been more than 2 years 
since you had the training, your certifi-
cation needs to be renewed.  

 

 

 

We would like to welcome Scout 
Troop 90 to our church and we will be 
their charter organization.  They will 
be holding their weekly meetings in 
fellowship hall starting December 
4

th
.  Phillip Vadnais will be the contact 

person for any questions or infor-
mation with the Troop 90. 
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Church Women 
Outreach Social Group will meet 
Tuesday, November 5 at 1 p.m. at the 
church. 

Explorers Circle meets Tuesday, 
November 5, 6:45 p.m. at the 
Church, room 107. Come join us for 
fellowship, a program and refresh-
ments. For more information, please 
call Linda Glover. 

Friendship Circle's next meeting will 
be held on Thursday, November 7

th
 at 

7:00 p.m. Ann Fenwick is hosting 
and will be conducting the program. It 
is a wonderful time to get together and 
share our joys, concerns, and general 
fellowship. There will be a tasty light 
refreshment afterwards. We would 
love to have new members come! If 
you need directions to Ann's house, 
please contact Chris Coats. 

All women are invited! Join us Sun-
day, December 8

th
 at 1 p.m. in Fel-

lowship Hall for the next Unit Meeting 
of UMW -- this will be our Unit Christ-
mas Meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Study With Pastor Aaron: 
Please join us each Sunday (except 
Nov. 17 & 24) at 11:15 -Noon. We will 
be completing the timely words of 
James, writing to encourage a com-
munity that was very new to ways of 
Christ. Bring your Bible and we will 
have an outline for you. Believe it or 
not, an Advent Study will be  in De-
cember. 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m. 
Please join us in the library for prayer, 
study, and fellowship. 

2
nd

 & 4
th 

Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
In November, the Tuesday evening 
Bible Study will be starting a study of 

Continued from page 1 

* Everyone at the church was 
kind and very sweet. Caitlin 
* I liked how nice Pastor Aaron 
and everyone was. Hope 
* I liked singing hymns with the 
congregation. Audrey 
I like making all those people 
smile. :) Iris 
 
 
 

 
THANKS  to all those that volun-
teered during our September  
FFH rotation!!  It took at least 65 
volunteers and 338 hours from 
CUMC and our support church-
es. We couldn’t do it without 
your gifts of time and presence – 
Your FFH Coordinators 

Our last rotation of the year is 
December  22 – 29. We were 
assigned the Christmas week 
this year, and the families will 
remain in our building all day on 
Christmas Day.  Therefore, we 
will need a few more volunteers 
than normal. The SignUpGenius 
invite will be sent out earlier than 
usual to determine availability of 
volunteers for that week.  If you 
can volunteer, please don’t de-
lay in signing up. We are always 
happy to see new faces and this 
is an opportunity to help those in 
need in our community.  If you 
have questions, please contact 
Kendra Coleman or Nathalee 
Novy. 

 
QUARTERMANIA - if you love a 
fun, fast paced "auction" style 
night - QuarterMania is for you! 
Saturday, Nov 9

th
 in Fellowship 

Hall - doors open at 6:00 p.m. - 
bidding starts at 7:00. Come bid 
the night away - with proceeds 
benefitting local group AJ Black 
Foundation. We will be promot-
ing OUR January 11 QuarterMa-
nia event that will benefit CUMC 
Alms Fund. 

Bible Studies 

Scouts at CUMC 
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The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith 
who have special needs and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they 
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. 
During the past month CCT mem-
bers sent 42 cards, made 10 
calls, and made 7 visits. 

CCT meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 11 a.m. to 
update, review and to assure that 
the known needs of those in our 
community of faith are being met. 

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 
 

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

December Vision Deadline- 
Monday, November 18, 9 a.m. 
Please submit articles written and 
ready for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Office Notes 

Quilt Group Craft Sale: Sunday, 
Nov. 17 in the narthex before and 
after worship. 

Service of Thanksgiving: Sunday, 
November 24, 9:30 a.m. 

Angel Tree Sunday (11/24) – 
Angel Tree is a ministry of our 
church that serves people on 
the margins of our community. 
As a church participating in the 
Angel Tree program, we pur-
chase gifts for children on the behalf 
of and at the request of incarcerated 
parents. In addition to the physical 
gifts, the Greatest Gift of All, the 
Gospel story, is shared with the chil-
dren. We plan to serve about 20 chil-
dren and hope that you will continue 
to make a difference in the lives of 
these families. The gifts should be 
new and cost in the $15-25 price 
range. The gifts should be returned 
to the church by the date specified 
on the Angel Tree tag or no later 
than 12/8. If you have any questions 
regarding the gift requests or are 
interested in other ways that you 
might be involved with this ministry, 
contact Nathalee Novy.  

No Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Service 

Hanging of the 
Greens will be Satur-
day, November 30, at 
10 a.m. Join us for a 
fun morning of decorat-
ing the church for the 
Christmas Season! 
Bring your friends, all 
are invited! If you have 

any questions, please contact Jessie 
Butler. 

Poinsettia Orders 
Can it be possible that Christmas is 
just around the corner?? Yes! And 
we have some planning to do! 

Watch for a flyer in the worship bulle-
tins about ordering poinsettias for 
this year. Your order must be turned 
in no later than December 8, so if 
you are interested, please watch for 
the flyer. (The price has not been 
determined yet.) We will be collecting 
order forms in the Narthex later in 

November, along with checks/cash 
for your purchases. The flowers will 
be placed in the Sanctuary mid-
December, and will remain there until 
Christmas Eve. You may take yours 
home after the Christmas Eve ser-
vice you attend. 

UMW Party: Sunday, December 8,  
1 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Chancel Choir Cantata, with a 
theme of Angels, Sunday, Dec. 15 
during worship, 9:30 a.m. 

December 24 - Christmas Eve  
Services at 5 & 7 p.m.: Candlelight & 
Holy Communion Services with 
Chancel Choir and Joyful Noise 
Belles providing special music.  

 

Calling all youth (11+) to join us 
for bowling at Chipper Lanes 
(Horsetooth) on November 3

rd
 at 

5:30 p.m. Feel free to contact Cori 
Rice if you have any questions. 

We are also planning a bowling 
trip for our 7-10 class on November 
10th at 4:30 p.m. All children ages 7-
10 are invited to join us for bowling at 
Chipper Lanes (Horsetooth). Please 
contact Cori Rice with any questions. 

 

 

 

Happy October, everyone! October is 
developmental screening month at 
Morning Glory Preschool. This 
month, children will be screened by 
Speech & Language Simulation Cen-
ter of Fort Collins for any speech 
delays. The Lion’s Club will do an 
eye screen looking for various eye 
diseases. It’s shown that early inter-
vention can change a child's devel-
opmental path and improve out-
comes for children, families, and 
communities. 
 
October also brings Halloween. Our 
second annual Trunk or Treat is on 
Thursday, the 31

st
. Please see Molly 

if you’d like to participate. We’d love 
to have you join us! 
 

Holiday Events 

Youth Activities 

Morning Glory 
Preschool 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
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either provided a large donation of food or money. 
The volunteers worked hard at the food bank and 
we also had a lot of fun. 
  
But there is one moment that I still see clearly in 
my mind and heart. I was opening the door to 
come back inside the food bank (from helping a 
person to their car) and saw that the volunteers 
had joined hands. They told to me hurry, that a 
young woman who was there to pick up some 
food wanted to give her life to Christ! So, from the 
time that the Hispanic man came to the door, and 
the unity between two diverse congregations, and 
the outcome of a young lady giving her life to 
Christ -- we were blessed in a way that we could 
have never thought of when the process began. 
  
Here at Christ UMC, we have our challenges at 
this present moment and as we think about an 
uncertain future. But through it all, even with eve-
rything we are facing, it's worth it. Because of our 
present ministry, if one person is experiencing 
recovery from something that they thought would 
control their life forever, it's worth it. And, yes, if 
just one person declares, "I want to give my life to 
Christ", then everything we are facing is worth it. 
 
See You In Church! 
Pastor Aaron 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity to serve here at Christ UMC: If you 
would be willing to be a liturgist during a worship 
service, please sign up on the sheet on the bulle-
tin board at the entrance to the east wing. If you 
don’t know what a liturgist does, ask Pastor  
Aaron. If you would be comfortable helping with 
serving communion, please consider signing up  
to be a liturgist for a communion service, dates 
are noted on the sheet. 

2020 Stewardship Campaign kicks off this 
Sunday, November 3. Did you receive your letter 
from Pastor Aaron? (If not, contact the church of-
fice to update your address.) Be praying about 
opportunities for you to serve here at CUMC.  
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“Count Your Blessings” 
 
“In all this I have given you an example that by such work we 
must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord 
Jesus, for he himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” 
Acts 20: 35 
 
Worship And Celebration will be a rich part of our steward-
ship campaign. Please take a moment to read the scripture 
lessons in advance and pray for worship services. 
 
In the midst of these services we are still wanting to invite 
and to be prepared to welcome new guests to our Church. 
Let us be united in the Spirit. Certainly we are grateful in the 
ways that God is blessing us.  

 
November 3, 2019 Kick – Off Sunday 
Message – “What Are You Counting?” 
Scripture – St. John 6:1-14 
Holy Communion Will Be Served 
 
November 10, 2019  
Message – “What Did You Say?” 
Scripture – St. Luke 17:11-19 
 
November 17, 2019 
Message – “Putting God To The Test” 
Scripture – Malachi 3:8-12 
 
November 24, 2019 
Message – “Return On Your Investment” 
Scripture – St. Matthew 6:19-24 
Thank You Luncheon 
 

Mark your Calendars!  

Church Conference 
December 14, 2019 at 9 am 
Host Church – First United Methodist Church  
Loveland, Colorado.  
Churches are asked to bring potluck breakfast 
snacks.  
 
Leadership Team: Your annual reports are to 
be submitted to the office by December 1.  

 

Dan and Sally Daron invite you to a gathering in 
honor of their daughter Sheryl “Sherry” Daron. It 
will be held Sunday, Nov. 10 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
at the home of Becky and Jim Braun. Continue to 
keep the Daron’s and Braun’s in your prayers. 
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Daylight Saving Time ends 
Sunday, November 3  

at 2 a.m. 

I’M GRATEFUL AND THANKFUL  
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ the Lord, grace and peace is unto 
you.  
 
If I count my blessing, I couldn’t do it without including you. Christ UMC is 
my family. Because when I was lonely you comforted me, when I was 
hungry you fed me, and when I went on a mission trip you supported me.  
 
God had changed my life by calling me to serve with the United Method-
ist Volunteer in Mission. And now He bless me to write a book about the 
the mission I serve and my personal life. The life that He transformed me 
to inspire the world.  
 
I would like to invite you to celebrate my grateful and thankful to the 
Lord. Please join me for my book release on Sunday November 3rd after 
church service at the fellowship hall.  
 
This is a story that grandparents share with grandchildren, parents share 
with children, friends share with friends.  
 
Sam Aun 
 


