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Big Thank You to Our Won-
derful Staff and Congregation 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 
would like to recognize each of the 
staff members that work here at 
Christ United Methodist Church for 
the great work they have done in 
the past year to keep our church’s 
ministries active while also keeping 
everyone safe.   

Our staff (Pastor Aaron Gray, office 
manager Debbie Eiten, treasurer 
Carolyn Peterson, children’s minis-
tries Cori Rice, organist Kevin Ut-
ter, Preschool director Molly 
Rench, custodian Ryan Kinard, 
music director Jean Johnson, set 
ups & snow removal Phil Pfeffer, 
babysitter Valerie Utter) have put in 
a lot of extra work and have over-
come the many challenges that 
have come up during this crazy 
year.   

We also want to recognize Chuck 
Panella, Gary Turner, and Joyce 
Lathrop whose hard work was in-
strumental in getting our on-line 
worship up and running and im-
proving it throughout the year and 
for the Chancel Choir, Joyful Noise 
Belles, and other musicians for 
providing the music.    

Laurel Kubin and the Relaunch 
Committee did a great job of navi-
gating us through the complex and 
dynamic rules and guidelines in-
volved in creating a safe in-person 
worship environment that enabled 
The Gathering service and now the 
in-person Sunday Worship.    

 

Continued on page 2 

“He could not do any miracles there, 
except lay his hands on a few sick 
people and heal them. He was 
amazed at their lack of faith.” 
St. Mark 6:5-6. 

Do we ever wonder sometimes if it 
were possible for Christ to be both 
human and divine? Some moments or 
words come to mind quickly, and they 
affirm for us that Christ was the prom-
ised one and there is nothing beyond 
His power and control. We celebrated 
the Resurrection and we prepare for 
Pentecost. Truly he is the Christ who 
we can commit our very life to. 

But this idea of humanity; we are very 
vulnerable as we live in a world that 
often does not make any sense. We 
are disappointed even from those 
who are closest to us. So many emo-
tions and uncertainties, Christ could 
not identify with us when we are in 
these situations. And yet he is very 
open and honest with himself and 
with others when he desires to return 
home. 

It’s one of those classic sayings, 
“there is no place like home.” Christ 
must have been excited as we would 
have been. Christ must have been 
ready to show how he had grown up 
and in our way of thinking, to show 
the people that he was a success. 
Being human this time would even be 
more special as family was also there. 
But the people would reject him. We 
begin to understand because the re-
jection of the people comes with per-
sonal language. “Is not this the car-
penter?” Mark 6:3. The commentaries  
explained: When we spend a long 
time with someone or something, we 
eventually take him/her for granted. 

It seems like Christ had to get out of 
town in a hurry. The scripture records 
how there were a few sick people that 
he was able to touch and heal. We can 
only imagine how they must have felt. 
To summarize their reaction, they were 
glad that Christ came home for the day. 

There is a lesson for us in that Christ 
and his divinity is so wide as he demon-
strated when he stretched out his arms 
on the cross. And yet so personal that 
he knows each of us. And we can’t take 
for granted that what might seem so 
small or we have just conceded there is 
no other way for us. This is the very 
time and situation where Christ desires 
to be human as He knows how we feel 
and yet divine as he can heal us. 

Virtually or in person but most of all 
spiritually I will see you in Church. 

Thanks, and God bless, 
Pastor Aaron     

 
Sunday Morning At CUMC 
 
Our leadership team along with the staff 
are grateful for the support of this 
Church family and many friends of 
Christ UMC. Covid 19 is a great tragedy 
that we had not experienced before and 
we continue to pray for the people and 
needs that are involved in this situation. 
As a community we were forced to look 
and introduce some new technology 
and creativity that allowed the Christ 
UMC to stay together.  

We are now able to take what we have 
learned and adapt a new plan. Begin-
ning May 23, 2021 or Pentecost Sun-
day, our worship will begin at 10:00  
a.m. The service will also be available 

Continued on page 2 
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Thank You 
Continued from page 1 

We appreciate all the people in the 
congregation whose support and 
extra efforts were also a vital part 
of enabling our church to keep our 
ministries operating safely through 
this amazingly challenging year.  
We are very proud of how the 
church pulled together to make 
this work, and that this extra effort 
has now resulted in enabling the 
return of in-person Sunday wor-
ship and Sunday School in addi-
tion to our on-line worship! 

Sincerely,  
Your Staff Parish Relations Com-
mittee: Rick Butler, Linda Row-
land, Pastor Aaron Gray, Jerry 
Cornetet, Sue Ptacek, Terri Black-
more, Jane Saathoff, Laurel Kubin 

This note represents many com-
ments we regularly receive : 
Enclosed please find our donation 
for the use of the Library for the 
months of June, July, and August. 
Our group continues to meet via 
Zoom due to the Social Distancing  
When it will again be possible to 
meet in person, we look forward to 
meeting in your space. Thank you 
again for working with us. 

FFH Volunteers Needed: Our 
next rotation this year is two 
weeks long, May 23 – June 6. 
Last year CUMC volunteered for a 
pilot program in which churches 
are assigned 2 of their rotations, 
back-to-back. It is hoped that the 
pilot program will provide some 
information as to the feasibility of 
this option.  

You should have received an  
e-mail invite from SignUp Genius 
in mid-April. This rotation will  
be at Christ United Church.  
Social distancing, mask wearing, 
and disinfecting procedures will 
still be in place and contact with 
the families will be minimal. 
Please prayerfully consider volun-
teering for both weeks. If you have 
questions about the upcoming ro-
tation or need help with the elec-
tronic sign up, please contact 
Nathalee Novy.   

Learning and Fellowship  
Continued on page 3 

Sunday Morning 
Continued from page 1 

through on-line streaming. Please 
watch for more information on how 
this will take place. We will continue 
to have fellowship time following the 
on-line service. Our Sunday School 
for children and youth will be held in 
conjunction with our worship service. 
We have seen growth over the past 
few weeks as we have returned to in 
person worship. I am glad that many 
members have felt safe in returning 
to the sanctuary, what a wonderful 
place for worship. We have also re-
joiced in welcoming visitors or guests 
in our midst. 

Covid 19 protocols will remain in 
place. I like starting on Pentecost 
Sunday as it marks the beginning of 
what we call the Church. Let’s fill the 
sanctuary with red and pray “Spirit Of 
The Living God Fall Fresh Upon Us.” 

God Bless, 
Pastor Aaron         
 

 
Worship In May 

Therefore, I urge you brothers and 
sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to 
offer bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God-this is your true 
and proper worship.” Romans 12: 1-2 

May 2, 2021 
Message – Confident Christians 
(Holy Communion Through Zoom Or 
In Person). 
Scripture – I John 3:18-24 

May 9, 2021 
Message – Lift Us Up 
Scripture – I John 4:1-11 

May 16, 2021 
Message – Confession 
Scripture – I John 4:13-21 

May 23, 2021, Day Of Pentecost- 
(Through Zoom Or In Person Wear 
Something Red). 
Message – Spiritual Thirst   
Scripture – St. John 7:37-39 

May 30, 2021, Trinity Sunday 
Message – Togetherness        
Scripture – St. John 3:1-17 

 

Learning and Fellowship 

Are you interested in a Ladies 
Small Group? All women are wel-
come to attend. Here are some op-
portunities this month:  

Friendship Circle's next meeting will 
be held Thursday, May 6

th
 at 7 p.m. 

via Zoom. Sharon Mann will be con-
ducting the program. It is a wonderful 
time to share our joys, concerns, and 
have general fellowship, even if it is 
virtual. If you wish to join and need 
the Zoom link or have any questions 
please contact Chris Coats  

After this May meeting, we will be 
going on summer break for June, 
July, and August, and return to Circle 
meetings in September. Have a great 
summer off!  

Explorers Circle will meet Wednes-
day, May 12

th
, 1:30, at church, Room 

107. Masks will be required and we 
will practice social distancing. Explor-
er members will receive a reminder 
email and will be asked to RSVP. 
Guests are welcome, but it is im-
portant that you RSVP as well. For 
more information or to RSVP, please 
call Linda Glover. 

Seekers Bible Study group invites 
women to join them Tuesday morn-
ings at 9:30 a.m. in Room 107 as we 
pursue a new-to-us study of Heaven: 
Finding Our True Home. Contact 
Carol Hopson for more info. 
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Congregational  
Care Team 

The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith, 
who have special needs, and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they 
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. Dur-
ing the past month CCT members 
sent 87 cards and emails, made 
12 calls, and 7 visits. 

CCT has been meeting via Zoom 
on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 11:00 a.m. to update, 
review and to assure that the 
known needs of those in our com-
munity of faith are being met. 

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 

Office Notes 
Office Hours through August:  
9 am - 5 pm Tuesday - Friday  

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

June Vision Deadline- Monday, 
May 17, 9 am. Please submit arti-
cles written and ready for proof-
ing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

All Men: You are invited and encouraged to attend United Methodist Men 
meeting to be held Thursday, May 27, at 7 p.m. in person and via Zoom. Con-
tact Larry Glover if you need the Zoom link. 

How about a Bible Study this month? 

9:30 a.m. Monday Morning Bible Study: We continue our study of  
The Lord’s prayer via Zoom every Monday morning. You will repeat this awe-
some prayer with new understanding of our Lord’s teaching on praying. Study 
books are available in the library. Contact Laurel Kubin or the church office  
for a Zoom invite. 

2
nd

 & 4
th 

Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
The Tuesday evening Bible Study will be continuing our study on Jesus’ Final 
Week. From his triumphant entry into Jerusalem to his triumphant resurrec-
tion, the events that took place in this week are foundational to our Christian 
lives and salvation. In May we will celebrate Easter again! Please join us in 
the library at 7 p.m. on May 11

th
 and 25

th
 for new understanding of who Jesus 

is and how he loves us. Contact Carma  for materials.  

Weekday Devotions 

Pastor Aaron's weekday devotion recordings can be found on the church  
Facebook page and on the church website: http://cumc-fc.org/worship-
devotional. 

Sunday School:  

Adult Sunday School meets every Sunday morning at 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
(before 11 o'clock service) in Rm. 107. Join us as we study The Twelve Disci-
ples. Learn how Jesus picked the "12" who in 3 short years would become his 
closest followers and later pillars of a worldwide movement. Interesting dis-
cussions and Bible study. All are welcome. COVID masks please as we 
"distance". For info, contact Sue Ptacek.  

Children’s Ministries: 

Children and Youth Sunday School: Happy Spring! It is hard to believe we 
nearing the end of April already! Sunday School and Youth are back in action 
on Sundays at 10:15 a.m. prior to 11 a.m. worship. I continue sending out cur-
riculum packets to those who do not attend Sunday School. If you have any 
questions or would like to volunteer, please contact Cori Rice at childrensmin-
istriescumc@gmail.com. Childcare is available during Sunday School. 

We are offering Vacation Bible Study this year!! It will be, June 7-11,  
9 a.m. to noon each day, for children ages 3-12. If you are interested in volun-
teering in any capacity or would like your child to participate, or have any oth-
er questions, please contact Cori Rice at childrensminis-
triescumc@gmail.com. 

Morning Glory Preschool: Greetings May! Well…if 
April showers bring May flowers, we’re going to have 
the most flowery-est May I’ve seen in years! We’ve 
earned it! I'm still awaiting my Colorado Shines rating. 
I should hear from them in the next week or so and I'll 
let you all know how it goes. Think 4!!  Thank you for 
supporting our program! I'm excited for this month to 
be the best last month of school ever!  

 

UPDATE: They earned their Colorado Shines 4 rating!  
Congratulations to Molly, Jody, and Kathryn! 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
mailto:childrensministriescumc@gmail.com
mailto:childrensministriescumc@gmail.com
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This list is for cancer, chronic illnesses or long term recov-
ery from injury or illness, etc. Updates are asked for at 
least quarterly. If no update, the name(s) will be removed. 

Bo Sheets 
FFH Families 
Bob Benoit 
Randy Thuesen 
Jay Porter 
Maxine Blooding 
Bev Klein 
Keith Peters 
Dave Thuesen 
Tom Cate 
Ben Dunkin 
Lynn & Sally 
Ballou Savage 
Howard Cate 
Scott Spahr 
Rita Heusinkveld 

Nan Beard 
Loel Hoyle 
Caroline Butler  
Scott Bare 
John Ryan 
Robyn 
Sister Eva A.  
Rhonda Covington 
Ken Cruz & CHAD 
Dorothy William 
Maxine Smith 
Mary 
Jan Colton 
Carol Sierk 

We Are Currently Praying For: 

This list is for short term surgery, illness, 
etc. These are rotated off after 3 weeks 
unless updated, or praise is offered be-
fore the 3 week period. 

Stephanie Puente 
Penny Villescaz & Connie Smith 
Dorcas DeSoto 
Joshua Villalobos 
Fabian Bermudez 
Logan 
Earl MacDonald 
The families of  
 Trish Morris 
 Joyce Jensen 
 Margaret Hood 

Armed Services:  
Majors Sarah & Jim McKay, serving in the Army in South 

Korea. 

SSgt Kurtis Campbell, USMC serving in North Carolina 

Lt. Clayton Gubler, military police, serving in Fort Riley.  

Capt. Emily Cathey, in the Navy, serving in San Diego.  

Lt. Col. Sean Hays in the Marine Corps. 

CW2 Daniel Raymond, serving at the Pentagon. 

Matt Nichols, nephew of Laurel & Frank Kubin, in the Navy. 

Brandon Gutsche, in the Navy, Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
grandson of Dwight and Brenda Gutsche. 

Blake Jackson serving in the National Guard in California. 

SSgt Jared Rice in the Air Force in Alamogordo, NM,  
brother of Jake and Cori. 

SSgt Andrew Guthart USMC serving in Afghanistan, friend 
of Jake & Cori. 

Specialist Christen Aragon, National Guard, granddaughter 
of Rose Aberle. 

United in Prayer 

 



 

               www.cumc-fc.org          5 

volume 24 • number 5 



 

               www.cumc-fc.org          6 

volume 24 • number 5 



 

               www.cumc-fc.org          7 

volume 24 • number 5 

"Knitted Together for God's Good Work!"  

UMW is creating a church bulletin board using 4" knitted, 
crocheted, or fabric squares as part of a maze of yarn  
encouraging us in supporting women and children this 
summer. We need your help by creating and donating 
some 4" knitted, crocheted, or fabric squares. Place  
them in the bag in the Narthex labeled "Knitted Together" 
by Sunday, May 16!! 
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A Note from Finance 

Christ UMC qualified for a second loan from the Paycheck Protection Program in 2021. To qualify we had to 

prove that income was down by 25% or more in any one quarter from 2019 to 2020. This was the case in-

cluding gifts to the Operating Fund, the Building Fund and income for Morning Glory Preschool.    

The loan was applied for in late February and approved in March for a total of $40,725. This equates to 2.5 

times our average monthly payroll. As of the end of March, more than half of this amount has been used for 

salaries, employee benefits and utilities. The loan will be turned into a grant by showing all of the funds were 

used for these specific purposes.   

The PPP2 loan/grant allows the church to maintain the staff and not have to worry about layoffs and cutting 

hours. Your gifts to the church can then be put to the service of serving our community including keeping our 

facility open for outside groups, to fund the Mission Shares that support our church conference, and to pay 

for educational materials for Church School for all ages.   

We encourage you to keep the church’s finances in your prayers and not to assume that this PPP2 loan will 

fix all financial problems. It will be exhausted in less than two months. Please reach out to me if you have 

any questions regarding the PPP2 loan. 

Thanks, 

Joyce Lathrop 

Finance Chair 


