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Thank you for your donation to 
the Food Bank for Larimer County 
as we fight hunger in Larimer 
County. The CUMC congregation 
and others from our extended com-
munity donated 300 lbs. to our 
Christmas food drive.  
 
 

Thank you for your support of 
Heifer International. Your designat-
ed gifts of over $3000 will bless 
many by placing the gifts in com-
munities around the world. Good 
news is that our gifts will be 
matched! Additional information will 
be in the February Vision. 
 
 
 

 
We received a Christmas card 
with several hand written notes of 
thanks from the Breakfast with Bill 
and Bob AA Group. At the begin-
ning of the pandemic, they had no 
place to meet in person as their 
previous location was shut down. 
Following the Covid guidelines of 
our county and state, we provided 
space for them to meet here at 
7am every day of the week. At first 
there were only 5-7 of them meet-
ing and as the weeks and months 
passed, their numbers grew. From 
the beginning they have been in-
credibly grateful to our church. 
Here are a few of their notes of 
thanks: 

• Thank you for providing a place 
for us to continue to heal. 

• Thank you. 

• So grateful for allowing us to 
use your facility. God Bless 

Thank you 
Continued on page 2 

To the Christ United Methodist  
Beloved Community, 
 
I greet you in the name of our Christ 
and hope that you had a very enjoya-
ble Holiday season. Safety was im-
portant, of course, but I trust that you 
were able to connect with family and 
friends. That would certainly be differ-
ent than last year.  
 
I am truly hoping that this article is 
irrelevant at this moment. But it was 
December 5

th,
 and I was very excited. 

I couldn’t believe the Denver Broncos 
were playing for first place against 
their archrival, the Kansas City 
Chiefs.  
  
The Chiefs had beaten Denver eleven 
straight times. But surely this game 
would be different, as the Broncos 
were referred to as the Big Bad Bron-
cos throughout the week. The coach-
es, as well as some of  the players 
were saying, “we are new and we 
have never lost to the Chiefs”. What 
an opportunity -- but the more the 
game went on, it was disappointing -- 
or as football minds say, it wasn’t 
pretty. 
  
Why would I want to recall this game? 
It was in the middle of the fourth quar-
ter and one announcer who had no 
reason to say this, said “I have seen 
some of the film, and the Broncos are 
better than this.” I wasn’t sure I be-
lieved it, but the words -- and consid-
ering the moment -- stayed with me. 
“Better than This.” I thought about 
those words as we are all on a spiritu-
al journey and we are together as be-
loved community.   

We believe that the baby born in a 
manger was the Messiah. We have 
accepted what was, at that moment, a 
radical teaching. We believe in the 
cross and the shedding of Christ’s 
blood, as well as that, because of the 
resurrection we have new life. There is 
just so much in front of us, and then we 
have those moments when we don’t 
think we are going anywhere. What if, 
at that moment, we say those words, 
“we are better than this.”  
 
Hebrews chapter 11 begins with this 
description of faith: “Faith is the reality 
of what we hope for, the proof of what 
we don’t see. The elders in the past 
were approved because they demon-
strated faith.” Hebrews 11:1-2. (CEB).  
I am thankful this chapter does not  
just list all the positive things they ac-
complished under God’s plan, but it 
also describes the ways in which they 
fell short or had reservations about 
what they were being asked to do,  
before they completed the assignment 
they had been given. It was like their 
Spirit had said to them, “you are better 
than this.”  
 
With words like this and the meaning 
behind them, far from being afraid of 
the New Year -- we can be ready for it. 
We can be ready as we are not living 
on our own, but it is because God has 
so much more in store for us than we 
can ever imagine. 
  
Truly, as I write this, I don’t know if the 
Broncos will be in a better place at the 
end of the regular season. But I feel 

A New Year’s Resolution 
Continued on page 2 
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• Thanks for sharing with us! 

• So grateful to you. 

• Thank you, this group saved 
my life. 

• Sincere thanks. 

• Very grateful for your dedica-
tion to this group and all you 
do. 

• Many thanks! And God’s grace. 

• So grateful for all this church 
does for our AA community. 

• Thank you for providing a lov-
ing safe space for us. 

• Thank you. 

• Thank you for giving us a 
home! So grateful to all of you.  

• Very grateful for your space! 
You cannot know how much it 
saves us.  

• Thank you for giving us the 
space and love! 

 

FFH Volunteers Needed: Our 
first rotation for this year is Feb-
ruary 6 – 13. Please watch for 
your e-mail invite in mid-January 
and use SignUpGenius to get first 
choice of available slots. All fami-
lies are required to be vaccinated. 
Social distancing, use of masks, 
and disinfecting procedures will be 
in effect. Please prayerfully con-
sider volunteering. New volunteers 
are always welcome. If you have 
questions about the upcoming ro-
tation or need help with the elec-
tronic sign up, please contact 
Nathalee Novy. 
 
 
Nominations and Leadership 
Development Committee 
Do you have suggestions of peo-
ple to serve on CUMC’s leader-
ship teams? Then you are just the 
right person to serve on the Nomi-
nations and Leadership Develop-
ment committee. This committee 
is seeking people to serve the 
church by being on this commit-
tee. For more information, please 
talk with Laurel Kubin, Lay Leader, 
or Paster Aaron.  

Learning and Fellowship  
Continued on page 3 

that each of US can be in a different 
place because we are growing in 
Christ -- and being renewed daily 
through scripture and prayer. We are 
neither alone nor forgotten, through 
our family and the fellowship we have 
at Church. And, in our moments of 
frustration, it is not a resolution, but it 
is with great resolve that we can say, 
“we are better than this.” 
  
My prayer for us all is a Blessed New 
Year! 
  
Pastor Aaron        

 

Worship in January 

Then He who sat on the throne said, 
“Behold, I make all make all things 
new.” And he said to me, “Write, for 
these words are true and faithful.” 
Revelation 21:5  
 
January 2, 2022 – Epiphany Sunday 
Message – What Will We Do With 
Jesus?  
Scripture – Matthew 2:1-12 
Holy Communion 
 
January 9, 2022 
Message – A Giving Spirit 
Scripture – Acts 8:14-17 
 
January 16, 2022 
Message – Miracle At Cana 
Scripture – St. John 2: 1-11 
 
January 23, 2022 
United Methodist Women Sunday 
 
January 30. 2022 
Message- What’s It All About? 
Scripture – St. Luke 4:14-21 

 

Learning and  
Fellowship 
Are you interested in a Ladies Small 
Group? All women are welcome to 
attend. Here are some opportunities 
this month:  

Friendship Circle's first meeting  
 
of 2022 will be held on Thursday, 
January 6th at 6:30pm at Violet  
Marquart's home. Violet will also be 
conducting the program, which is the 
Pledge Service. It is a wonderful time 
to learn more about United Methodist 
Women's impact in mission work 
around the world. It is also a great 
time to share joys, concerns and 
have general fellowship. If you wish 
to join this fine group of ladies, or 
have any questions, please contact 
Chris Coats. 
 
Explorers Circle will meet Wednes-
day, January 12

th
, 1:30, at church, 

Room 107. Larimer County strongly 
suggests that masks be worn inside 
buildings. Guests are welcome! For 
more information, please call or text 
Linda Glover. 
 
All Men are Invited:  
We would like to start planning about 
the Shrove Tuesday pancake supper 
so anyone who is interested in help-
ing is invited to attend either in per-
son or via Zoom. January 13

th
 in 

room 107 at 7 p.m. Contact Gary 
Turner for the Zoom link. 
 

How about a Bible Study this 
month? 

Monday Morning Bible Study at 
9:30 a.m. in room 107: We are com-
pleting the study of John Wesley and 
the doctrine and theology of United 
Methodism. Our next study will be 
The Ten Commandments from the 
Back Side. Author, Kalas, uses con-
temporary illustrations and personal 
experience to show how these time-
less laws give us a need for divine 
excellence. 
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Congregational  
Care Team 

The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith, 
who have special needs, and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they 
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. Dur-
ing the past two months CCT 
members sent 125 cards and 
emails, made 19 calls, and  
7 visits. 

CCT meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 11a.m. in 
the church lounge to update, re-
view and to assure that the known 
needs of those in our community 
of faith are being met. 

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 

Office Notes 
Office Hours  
9 am - 5 pm Monday - Friday  

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

February Vision Deadline- Mon-
day, January 17, 9 a.m. Please 
submit articles written and ready 
for proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Seekers Bible Study is meeting on Tuesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. All women 
are welcome to join a study of Ecclesiastes, the Old Testament book that re-
minds us that, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) Please feel free to contact Carol Hopson for 
more information  

2
nd

 & 4
th 

Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
The Tuesday evening Bible Study will be starting a new book in January. 
Please join us on January 11

th
 and 25

th
 at 7 p.m. in the Lounge (room 105, east 

wing) for interesting discussion and insights. Contact Carma for materials. 

Weekday Devotions 

Pastor Aaron's weekday devotion recordings and archived ones can be found 
on the church Facebook page and on the church website: http://cumc-fc.org/
worship-devotional. 

Sunday School:  

Adult Sunday School class will be resuming class on January 2 with  
our study of Sermon on the Mount. All are welcome--join us in room  
107 (east wing) at 8:45 a.m. Sunday mornings for good discussion  
and insights!  
 

Children’s Ministries: 

Children and Youth Sunday School:  

Children’s Sunday School is held every Sunday at 10 a.m. in room 013 down-
stairs. Miss. Cori is in the Narthex to greet families each week. We are using 
Cokesbury’s Celebrate Wonder curriculum. Questions? Contact Cori Rice at 
childrensministriescumc@gmail.com.  

Morning Glory Preschool Notes:  

Happy New Year from Morning Glory Preschool!  

We've enjoyed our holiday break and now we're excit-
ed to start 2022. Our Spirit word for January is Gentle-
ness. We explain to the children that gentle means we 
tell our bodies, our hands and our voices to be soft and 
we'll talk about being gentle to our friends, families, and 

even our pets. We're looking forward to taking the children outside to play in 
some snow Thank you for all your support!  Molly  

 
 
 

Mission Work 
New Missions Committee to Meet 
The CUMC Missions Committee will meet Wednesday, January 5 at 1 p.m. at 
the church to begin discussion about the purpose and function of the group. 
They will discuss ideas for mission projects for the church to support. If you 
have suggestions for the committee, please talk with Barb Roths, Joyce Clay-
ton or Laurel Kubin. The committee welcomes additional members. If you’d like 
to participate, please do! 

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
mailto:childrensministriescumc@gmail.com
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This list is for cancer, chronic illnesses or long term recov-
ery from injury or illness, etc. Updates are asked for at 
least quarterly. If no update, the name(s) will be removed. 

FFH Families 
Bob Benoit 
Randy Thuesen 
Maxine Blooding 
Bev Klein 
Keith Peters 
Ben Dunkin 
Ballou Savage 
Howard Cate 
Scott Spahr 
Rita Heusinkveld 
Nan Beard 
Loel Hoyle 
Caroline Butler  
Scott Bare 
John Ryan 
Robyn 
Sister Eva A.  

Rhonda Covington 
Ken Cruz & CHAD 
Maxine Smith 
Mary 
Ryan 
Dorothy William 
Vickie Montez 
Tyler Boyette 
Glenn 
Sally Anduss 
Marsha Bonney 
Dave Thuesen 
Tom Cate 
Gerald Rutgers 
Bob Kirk 
Lucretia & sister 
Karen Gibbs 

We Are Currently Praying For: 

This list is for short term surgery, illness, 
etc. These are rotated off after 3 weeks 
unless updated, or praise is offered be-
fore the 3 week period. 

Chuck Panella 
Rey Ybarra 
Bo Sheets & Brinah White 
Bea Villalobos 
The family of  
   Steven DeHerrera 

Armed Services:  
Brandon Gutsche, in the Navy in Japan, grandson of 

Dwight and Brenda Gutsche. 

Blake Jackson serving in the National Guard in California. 

SSgt Jared Rice in the Air Force in Alamogordo, NM, broth-

er of Jake and Cori. 

SSgt Andrew Guthart USMC friend of Jake & Cori. 

Specialist Christen Aragon, National Guard, granddaughter 

of Rose Aberle. 

Majors Sarah & Jim McKay, serving in the Army in South 

Korea. 

SSgt Kurtis Campbell, USMC serving in North Carolina. 

Lt. Clayton Gubler, military police, serving in Fort Riley.  

Capt. Emily Cathey, in the Navy, serving in San Diego.  

Lt. Col. Sean Hays in the Marine Corps. 

CW2 Daniel Raymond, serving at the Pentagon. 

United in Prayer 
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CUMC Has a New Sign 

This past summer and fall, Davinci Sign Systems of Windsor, CO, designed, built and installed a new electronic 
messaging sign for the church. Lee Coleman took care of the electrical needs for the sign. Thank you Lee! Thank 
you also to all the families whose memorial funds were used to purchase and install the sign,  

The old sign on Drake Road required manual placement of letters for messaging and had limited space. The Butler 
family had taken care of this for the past several years. Prior to that, Emilio (previous custodian), pastors, and office 
staff took care of the signage. Thank you to all who braved the cold, snow, heat, mud, and wind over the years! 

Our new sign is programmable from a secure phone app and the computer and has the capability of high resolution 
graphic images as well as a number of messages cycling through at one time. There are many variables to consid-
er when programming the new sign and we have much to learn about this new (to us) marketing tool.  

The sign is in the same location as the old sign on Drake. Over 10,000 vehicles per day travel by our church. 
With the new sign we will be able reach all the people in those vehicles to extend our evangelism about the great 
things happening at CUMC starting with our Christmas Eve service. Be sure to drive by on Drake and check out the 
new sign. On our website, events/updates page, http://cumc-fc.org/events-updates, there are several pictures of 
the process thanks to Joyce Lathrop and Gary Turner. Below we see Rick Butler doing one final manual sign 
change and Lee Coleman working on the electricity for the project.  

• Church services, programs and fundraisers 

• Preschool events and enrollment 

• Events sponsored by groups that meet at the church 

http://cumc-fc.org/events-updates
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If you have ever wondered who keeps track of the me-
morial gifts that have been given to the church over the 
years, you are not alone. Though there have been for-
mal Memorial Committees in the past, most of us can’t 
remember the last time this was the case. And if you 
think, “There has to be a book somewhere”, many of us 
are thinking the same thing. If you know of such a 
book, please get in touch with Joyce Lathrop. 
 
To help with this, CUMC is going to have a formal Me-
morial Committee starting in January. Currently the 
committee has three members. Their roles are spelled 
out below. 
 
Chuck Panella: Database Manager. Chuck will begin 
the process of documenting all Memorial funds current-
ly in the bank, who they were given in memory of and 
their amounts. Then as past history is uncovered, the 
database will grow to reflect this history.  
 
Laurel Kubin: Family Member Outreach. Laurel will be 
the key person to contact the families when memorial 

A Memorial Committee has been formed! 

funds are given to let them know of the gifts and find 
out how they might like the money used. She will also 
acknowledge the gifts when they are received. 
 
Joyce Lathrop: Marketing and Communication. Joyce 
will keep the congregation informed about the commit-
tee’s work, communicate with the Church Council and 
Pastor the wishes of the families. She will also do in-
vestigation into past memorials so that the database 
can be created in a formal way. 
 
Some churches keep their memorials listed on their 
website. This may be what CUMC chooses when the 
“book” is created. Then families and friends will have 
an easy way to refer to how their loved one was re-
membered and honored.   
 
As we start this process and attempt to recreate this 
history, if you have any ideas or documents to add, 
please get in touch with Joyce Lathrop. Thanks. 


