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Dear CUMC Family,
The outpouring of cards, donations to Multiple Myeloma Research Foundation, flowers, calls
and love from all of you with the
passing of Roger has been generous to say the least, amazing
and humbling. Thank you all from
the bottom of my heart! Our
CUMC Family has been with us
on this 20-year journey battling
cancer, many of you the entire
time, and we could not have
done it without your constant
love, care, and prayers. We all
know that Roger gave it his best
for as long as he could, but now
he is whole again and at peace
with our Lord. My love and gratitude go out to each of you!
Mary Ann Corliss and Family
Thank you to the congregation
for the many cards and care
shown to us over the last several
weeks. John Brubacher
With Appreciation And Love!
I want to thank the staff; Congregational Ministry Team (CMT); so
many volunteers; and all the
members and friends of Christ
United Methodist Church family.
I have shared in other moments
that I had 2020 all figured out.
Certainly, Covid 19 with all the
sorrow and pain that it has
brought with it, all our plans had
to change and go in a different
direction. Enough has happened
Continued on page 2

“And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they
left for their own country by another
road” St. Matthew 2:12
I greet you in the name of Christ
and trust that you are well. Christmas was meant to be very different
this year. And yet I pray that you
found a way to remember Christ the
Savior is born.
One Christmas story I read is about
the three Wise Men who are led by
a star, or you might say, the light.
Here they are standing with their
gifts with Mary. Jesus might have
been one or two years old by that
moment. Mary is reminded all over
again how this special child is
meant to be different. For the three
Wise Men, their mission is complete, and they must have been
overjoyed.
But like any positive narrative, there
seems to be a moment of despair.
For the three Wise Men had their
encounter with Herod. The idea that
Herod desired the Wise Men to return to him because he wanted to
come to the child and worship him
was certainly not the case.
For the three Wise Men, the dream
or further light comes to them to go
home another way. The New Year
begins already filled with so many
ways that invite humanity world
wide a way to go. We say we are
persons of love and grace and we
are needed at this moment. Our
message is true and transforming.

Let’s pray to keep our connection
strong and to allow 2021 to come
with greater discernment. And to say
with humility and yet with boldness,
Jesus is the light of the world and to
know Him is to find the very way that
leads to abundant life now, as well as
eternity.
A Blessed New Year!
God Bless,
Pastor Aaron

Worship Schedule
“Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.”
Psalm 25:5
January 3, 2021
Message – A Plan For The World
Scripture – Ephesians 3:1-12
January 10, 2021
Message – Karen Benoit
January 17, 2021
Message – Witnessing
Scripture – I Corinthians 1:1-9
January 24, 2021
Message – Look At The Light
Scripture – St. Matthew 4:1-12
January 31, 2021
Message – I Know Who You Are
Scripture – St. Mark 1:21-28
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Continued from page 1
for us to have a great spirit of
resignation and throw up our
hands and walk away.
Instead we have been the
Church - the beloved community
- a committed fellowship. I can
name some things that we accomplished. But for this moment
I am very grateful to be a part of
a Church family that is resilient
through the Holy Spirit. Thank
you so much. A Blessed New
Year And Be Safe.
Pastor Aaron
Angel Tree: Many thanks to all
of you who purchased gifts and
made donations for gift cards in
spite of these uncertain times.
We served 15 children from 6
families, delivering handwritten
messages of love from the incarcerated parent along with the
purchased gifts. In addition,
the church provided each family
with a gift card to help with their
groceries.
Thank you for all of your food
donations to our December
food drive. We blessed 3 families of our church community
with a grocery shopping trip to
our Narthex. They were so appreciative of the donations. We
then delivered an additional 255
lbs. of food to the Food Bank for
Larimer County.
Thank you for all of your support and love shown to myself
and my husband Ken this past
year. We appreciate your gifts,
kind words, and cards. An update on Ken’s health: His lymphoma is kept under control with
treatments every other month.
He has just started treatments
for heart failure and we ask for
your prayers that the new medications will work to strengthen
his heart. He will also see a back
specialist in the New Year and
are praying for pain relief. Blessings to all of you. Debbie & Ken

OUR ZOOM WORSHIP
SERVICE
I’ll admit, I’m prejudiced. I think our
worship service on Zoom is terrific. I
may have this prejudice since I live in
the same house where the production
studio is. I see the preparation for the
service, watch the amazing artwork
and music come together and view
the service from the Control Room
each Sunday.
I also see the emails that go back
and forth between all of the people
involved in putting the service together, probably no less than 100 per
week. There are a lot of people involved in putting together and then
pulling off a very professional service.
Debbie in the office works with the
Pastor to prepare the order of worship
and prepare the bulletin. Pastor Aaron
prepares a sermon and speaks from
his heart to what he has to trust is a
group of parishioners with smiling faces, even though he can’t see them.
Pastor Aaron and his wife Lou serve
communion to one another each
month with such reverence and
grace and we share from our homes
using our own elements. This is my
favorite part.
Kevin plays his beautiful home organ
while we get to see his amazing fingers on three key boards. But the
work that Kevin and Jean do behind
the scene to record the accompaniment and vocal parts is no small task
and this is done for at least two songs
every week. Jerry sends out the group
email to all of the choir members who
in turn listen to the accompaniment
track with one device and record their
voice on another. These are returned
to Kevin who mixes the voices into
what is a great sounding choir.
Volunteers sign up to read the
scripture and Chuck arranges for
them to record their reading on
Zoom. If you’ve been a liturgist in
2020, you’ll remember this part:
Counting 5,4,3,2,1.
Chuck creates a PowerPoint slide
showing a page from the hymnal and
types up all of the lyrics so they can
be read for people to sing along.

Talent abounds and people take turns
with a special music offering. All of
them are recorded, like the handbell
trio, a piano solo by Jerry or a Kevin
Quartet and sent to Chuck to incorporate them into the service. Chuck
adds background pictures to add to
the enjoyment of the music, some of
which are original artworks by Val
Cornetet.
I’m sure I’m leaving out some steps
but what we see on Sunday is a very
lovely, reverent, peaceful, and meaningful service.

Two of the best parts of worshiping
through Zoom: You can wear slippers
and you can invite friends that live
anywhere. My best friend, who lives in
northern California and Chuck’s best
friend who lives in Wyoming attend
every Sunday. They are on the email
list that Debbie sends out. I am proud
to have them attend as I know they
will get something out of the service.
They hear the Word preached in an
enjoyable and sincere way and they
hear great music. I think Christ United
Methodist can be proud of the success of their Zoom services and I
think this is something we will look
back on in the future and smile. Invite
a friend to our service. Forward them
the email from the office or ask Debbie to add them to the email list. You’ll
be glad you did.
Joyce Lathrop

Faith Family Hospitality
FFH Volunteers Needed: Our first
rotation this year is January 31 –
February 7. Please watch for your
e-mail invite in early January and use
SignUpGenius to get first choice of
available slots. This rotation will be
at Foothills Unitarian Church. Social
distancing, use of masks, and disinfecting procedures will still be in affect
and contact with the families will be
minimal. Regardless, please consider
your own health first before volunteering. If you have questions about
the upcoming rotation or need help
with the electronic sign up, please
contact Nathalee Novy.
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Learning and Fellowship
Are you interested in a Ladies Small Group? All women
are welcome to attend. Here are some opportunities this month:
Friendship Circle's first meeting of 2021 will be held on Thursday, January 7th
at 7 p.m. via Zoom. Dorothy Bondurant will be conducting the program - it will be
the Pledge Service. It is a wonderful time to share our joys, concerns and have
general fellowship, even if it is virtual. If you wish to join and need the Zoom link
or have any questions, please contact Chris Coats.
Explorers Circle will meet Wednesday, January 13, 1:30 by Zoom.
Explorer members will receive an email with zoom info. Guests are welcome!
Join in to celebrate our new 2021 year! For more information, please call Linda
Glover.
All Men: You are invited and encouraged to attend United Methodist Men meeting to be held Thursday, January 28, at 7 p.m. via Zoom.
How about a Bible Study this month?
Mondays, 9:30 a.m. Monday Morning Bible Study: We have finished the letters of John. Next we will look at the expectations of Christian hospitality—or
not!! Our study of Scripture will be the letter of Jude. Please join us. Study
guides are available in the library. Contact Laurel Kubin or the church office for a
Zoom invite.

Congregational
Care Team
The Congregational Care Team
could use some additional members and invites you to join us. It
is a very rewarding experience!
The goal of the Congregational
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out
to those in our community of faith,
who have special needs, and to
help make our church a friendly,
nurturing faith community.

When the Care Team is made
aware of someone who needs a
little extra encouragement, they
do their best to be there with
cards, phone calls and visits.
During the past month CCT members sent 90 cards and emails,
made 12 calls and 7 visits.

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m.
In January, the Tuesday evening Bible Study will be starting a new study on the
glorious mysteries. Mainly the mystery of what we’re going to study. Please join
us in the library at 7:00 pm on January 12th and 26th to have your curiosity satisfied. Contact Carma for materials.
Seekers Bible Study is currently not meeting.

CCT has been meeting via Zoom
on the second Tuesday of each
month at 11:00 a.m. to update,
review and to assure that the
known needs of those in our community of faith are being met.

Sunday School:
Adult Sunday School class at 11:15 Sunday mornings is returning to our
study of Prayer: An Adventure with God Sunday, Dec. 27 for the weeks ahead.
We hope you will join us. Books are available and a good discussion is promised as we discuss how to pray for our own needs and for the needs of others
using Bible character examples. Join us at 11:15 a.m. Sunday on ZOOM. Call
Debbie for a ZOOM connection.

For more information, please call
Linda Glover.

Children’s Sunday School:
Well it has been an altogether bizarre year, but we have reached December!
I sent out activities as well as a DIY advent wreath at the beginning of the month
and plan to continue with this. Our next batch of projects will go out right before
the New Year! If you would like to begin receiving Sunday School projects for
your child, please contact Cori Rice at childrensministriescumc@gmail.com.
We miss our children and youth dearly and hope to find a way to connect virtually after the New Year. Merry Christmas!
Everyone - Fall Pilgrimage Discussions:
If you have been participating in the Pilgrimage to a Land Of Love sponsored by
the Mountain Sky Conference United Methodist Church, and you would like to
be in conversation with others from CUMC who are on this journey, join in the
monthly Pilgrimage Discussion on the second Monday of the month. What we
are learning, experiencing, feeling and thinking often leads us to want to process
this information with others who are also on the journey. If you have not been on
the Pilgrimage thus far, but want to learn more about it, you are welcome to also
participate. Dates: Jan. 11 and Feb. 8 at 06:30 p.m. Join Zoom Meeting at:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83223322557?
pwd=ZUpqaS9HeTU2TXRjay9odUZtSWQ0QT09

Office Notes
Sunday Bulletin - If you have
information you would like on the
announcement page or for a bulletin insert you must request it by
Noon TUESDAY of the week you
want it included.
Febuary Vision Deadline- Monday, January 18, 9 am. Please
submit articles written and ready
for proofing.
CUMC Contact Information:
Address:
301 East Drake Road
Fort Collins, CO 80525
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org
Website: www.cumc-fc.org
Check us out on Facebook!
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We Are Currently Praying For:
This list is for cancer, chronic illnesses or long term recovery from injury or illness, etc. Updates are asked for at
least quarterly. If no update, the name(s) will be removed.

United in Prayer
This list is for short term surgery, illness,
etc. These are rotated off after 3 weeks
unless updated, or praise is offered before the 3 week period.

Jack Reid
The families of
Catarina
Steve, Maxine, and Marissa Spencer
Maggie Clay
Javier Rodriquez
Glen & Bonnie Drohman
Lorraine Schwindt
Leona Brubacher
Roberta Kunze

Bo Sheets
FFH Families
Bob Benoit
Randy Thuesen
Jay Porter
Maxine & Lee Blooding
Bev Klein
Keith Peters
Dave Thuesen
Tom Cate
Ben Dunkin
Lynn & Sally
Ballou Savage
Howard Cate
Scott Spahr
Rita Heusinkveld
Nan Beard
Loel Hoyle

Margaret Hood
Caroline Butler
Scott Bare
John Ryan
Robyn
Sister Eva A.
Rhonda Covington
Ken Cruz & CHAD
Dorothy William
Maxine Smith
Marsha Bonney
Jason Burford
Mary
Adrienne Denton

Armed Services:
SSgt Andrew Guthart USMC serving in Afghanistan, friend of
Jake & Cori.
Specialist Christen Aragon, National Guard, granddaughter of
Rose Aberle.
Majors Sarah & Jim McKay, serving in the Army in South Korea.
Sgt Kurtis Campbell, USMC serving in CA.
Lt. Clayton Gubler, military police, serving in Fort Riley.
Capt. Emily Cathey, in the Navy, serving in San Diego.
Lt. Col. Sean Hays in the Marine Corps.
CW2 Daniel Raymond, serving at the Pentagon.
Matt Nichols, nephew of Laurel & Frank Kubin, in the Navy.
Brandon Gutsche, in the Navy in California, grandson of
Dwight and Brenda Gutsche.
SSgt Jared Rice in the Air Force in Alamogordo, NM, brother
of Jake and Cori.
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Happy New Year from Morning Glory Preschool!

Heifer International Living Gifts

2021 brings so many things to us! Our Colorado
Shines accreditation will start us off in January and
February. While I've enjoyed the journey over the
past 2 years of preparation, I'm ready for the process
to be complete. Wish us luck!

As a congregation, each year we support Heifer
International. We continued this tradition this
year. Joyce Clayton and Barb Roths tallied the
results of your giving. This year, the following
gifts (totaling $1930) were selected and sent:

I'm collecting items for our dress up centers. I'm looking for items from other cultures and countries such
as purses, hats, shoes, cooking items, etc. If you've
traveled the world and aren't sure what to do with
some of your souvenirs, think about passing them on
to us. We might be able to put them to good use!

Molly

1 Share of Women’s Empowerment
2 Shares of Joy to the World Gift Basket
1 Share of a Biogas Stove
1 Heifer and 3 Shares of a Heifer
3 Shares of a Llama or Alpaca
1 Pig
1 Tree Seedling and 2 Shares of Seedlings
1 Trio of Rabbits
1 Honeybees
2 Flocks of Chicks
3 Ducks/Geese
5 Where Most Needed

Quilt Group News

Thank you for your support! If you would like to
know more about the organization, check out
their website: https://www.heifer.org/ .

Thank you to those of you who toured the preschool
during our Open House. It was wonderful to see you
and catch up a bit! Thank you all for your support and
bring on a less dramatic 2021!

The Quilt Group donated 2 quilts in December to Habitat for Humanity for a single father
and young daughter. They will move into their
forever home the middle of January.

Answer Keys, Open House Game Sheets
How Well Do You Know Your Christmas Carols (red sheet)
14
6
18
23
21
1
24
29
4
28
22
10
2
15
5
19

O Little Town of Bethlehem
What Child Is This?
ove Came Down at Christmas
Go, Tell It on the Mountain
Jolly Old Saint Nicholas
We Wish You a Merry Christmas
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Carol of the Bells
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella
Pat-a-Pan
Sweet Little Jesus Boy
O Holy Night
Silver Bells
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

3
26
13
11
27
16
8
9
25
7
30
12
17
20

I’ll Be Home for Christmas
Away in the Manger
Sing We Now of Christmas
Angels, We Have Heard on High
Silent Night
Mary, Did You Know?
We Three Kings
O Come All Ye Faithful
Joy to the World
Little Drummer Boy
The Holly and the Ivy
Fum, Fum, Fum
Jingle Bells
White Christmas

Christmas Word Scramble
(Green Sheet)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Scrooge
Caroling
Star
Chestnuts
Rudolph
Santa
Packages
Shepherd
Manger
Angel
Mistletoe
Nativity
Stocking
Saviour
Wreath
Sleigh
Snowman
Jesus
Ornaments
Christmas

Name that Song (blue
sheet, was available on the
table at the Open House)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

F
M
A
B
G
O
K
Q
E
J
H
P
R
L
D
I
C
N

www.cumc-fc.org

5

Christ United Methodist Church
301 E. Drake Road
Ft. Collins, CO 80525
Return Service Requested

January 2021 • volume 24 • number 1

A Note from Finance
On behalf of the Finance Committee thank all of you who have worked to
support the church in 2020. The operating fund will end the year in the
black with 100% of our conference support (Mountain Sky Mission Shares
and General and Jurisdictional Giving) paid in full. This is not always the
case. We attribute this healthy financial year to strong and consistent gifts
from members and others, including outside groups using our church. Due
to COVID and not being able to meet in person and many fewer groups
using our facility, it would be expected that those income sources would
be down from last year. And in fact, building use income was down by half
from 2019. But gifts from pledges were very similar to 2019. Thank you for
your support.

Many of you know that we were also given a loan through the CARES act
and the PPP fund to allow us to keep all of our staff on payroll. We have
submitted the application and all of the required paperwork to have this
loan changed to a grant. We are very thankful for the PPP program and
feel it has really strengthened our financial picture in 2020.
“2021 – A New Year – With Renewed Hope” was our theme for our 2021
campaign. And we look forward to this year with the hope of health, safely
to come together again to worship, sing and hug, and prosperity in our
lives and in our church.

Helping Hands
Many THANKS to all of you who responded to calls for "A Helping Hand"
this past year! You have truly been a
great blessing to those who needed
"help" in whatever form it took. Let's
continue to keep in touch in 2021 and
be where and when needed with
God's love.
Helping Hands Reminder: Our Helping Hands List will put you in touch
with many people willing to help out,
whether as a result of this virus epidemic or just need help!!! If not familiar with the list - extra copies are at
Church in Debbie's office for your use.
She can email it to you for your convenience. If questions, please call
Sue Ptacek.

Joyce Lathrop
Chair of Finance
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