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When we picked up or received a new calendar for the year there was some ex-
citement because we had been waiting for the new year and the plans that we 
have for it. 
 
We can list anniversaries and birthdays that would have special meaning. We 
could point to some dates, and we know that someone special is graduating from 
high school or college. Or could it be that the long-awaited wedding will take 
place in the new year. 
 
I always check to see when Easter will be as it is one Sunday, if none other, that 
the sanctuary is full. As a Pastor I enjoy the day, and with a big smile at the close 
of the service I say, “I hope to see everyone next Sunday!” which often brings 
laughter from the congregation. But what if we were serious and there are feel-
ings and emotions that are not being filled in our life? We study the scripture or 
enter a small group and through that shared conversation we come to understand 
what the meaning of Easter is and what purpose it has for us now.  
 
When we come to this point, we can seek Jesus for ourselves. We can identify 
with Mary and the disciples, and understand how they felt when they realized the 
tomb was empty. 
 
For Mary it was a time to cry, and for the disciples it was a short period before 
realizing that Christ was risen from the dead. And the very things that separated 
humanity from God have been replaced: humanity can know of forgiveness, and 
the disciples have a message about the love of God. 
 
To affirm that Easter is not just another day, the Holy Spirit will come and lead 
everyone who determines that our way is to put our very lives in God’s hands and 
be faithful in our call and response to life.  When you put all these things together, 
days like Easter are special and they are meant for us to celebrate and to give 
thanks as Christ has already overcome the things of this world. 
 
When I wrote this article, the Corona virus had not come with all the fury and de-
struction that it would bring worldwide. I thought I would have to write a new arti-
cle that would be more relevant to the moment. But then I felt the Holy Spirit say-
ing no. There is no better time to proclaim and urge each one of us that during 
this time and with even more passion that Easter is not just another day.  
 
In fact, we are as cautious and careful as we are all encouraged to be. I feel 
blessed to work with such a thoughtful staff and our Trustees to ensure that  
 

Thanks to everyone who 
stepped up and into this FFH 
rotation in so many different 
ways. Your compassion and 
courage in this uncertain time 
was greatly appreciated by the 
families. Please remember the 
families and other volunteers in 
your prayers and may God hold 
you in the palm of His hand in 
the weeks ahead.  Your FFH  
Coordinators 

Helping Hands Reminder 

Our Helping Hands list will put 
you in touch with many people 
willing to help out, whether as a 
result of this virus epidemic or if 
you just need help!! If you’re not 
familiar with the list, you can con-
tact the church office or call Sue 
Ptacek. 
 
 
Fort Collins Habitat for Hu-
manity is seeking applications 
for homebuyers. This might be 
you or someone you know who is 
earning between 45-80% of the 
area median income and paying 
more than 30% of income for 
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Christ Church is clean, and we are still 
making our facility available to a varie-
ty of groups and allowing them to con-
tinue the services they offer to so 
many groups of people who need con-
nection with others for support and 
nurture. 
 
But this is a time when folks will feel 
both a spiritual and physical weakness 
and wonder why all these things are 
happening. It is then the Church must 
be like those first disciples who would 
know of a risen Christ, and the gospel 
is good news that can bring about 
wholeness in that we are not afraid; 
we are filled with hope. 
 
God Bless, 
Pastor Aaron    

Bible Studies 
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The Congregational Care Team 
could use some additional mem-
bers and invites you to join us. It 
is a very rewarding experience! 

The goal of the Congregational 
Care Team (CCT) is to reach out 
to those in our community of faith 
who have special needs and to 
help make our church a friendly, 
nurturing faith community. 

When the Care Team is made 
aware of someone who needs a 
little extra encouragement, they  
do their best to be there with 
cards, phone calls and visits. Dur-
ing the past month CCT members 
sent 29 cards and made 1 call 
and 5 visits.  

CCT meets on the second Tues-
day of each month at 11:15 a.m. 
to update, review and to assure 
that the known needs of those in 
our community of faith are being 
met. 

For more information, please call 
Linda Glover. 
 

Sunday Bulletin - If you have 
information you would like on the 
announcement page or for a bul-
letin insert you must request it by 
Noon TUESDAY of the week you 
want it included.  

May Vision Deadline– Monday, 
April 15, 9 a.m. Please submit 
articles written and ready for 
proofing. 

CUMC Contact Information:  

Address: 

301 East Drake Road 

Fort Collins, CO 80525 

Phone: 970-226-2341 

Fax: 970-207-4030  

E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org 

Website: www.cumc-fc.org 

Check us out on Facebook! 

Congregational 
Care Team 

Office Notes 

UM Men 
Continued from page 1 

United Methodist Men thank you for 
supporting the Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake supper. The $900+ in proceeds 
will be used to support missions. 

 

Seekers Bible Study.  
The usual Tuesday morning study 
will be postponed until worship ser-
vices resume. Be well, and find com-
fort in the Old Testament study we’re 
engaged in at this time. 
 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7 p.m. 
The Tuesday evening Bible study will 
not meet during this time of social 
distancing. Paul himself was dis-
tanced from those he cared for, so 
perhaps we can write letters of sup-
port to those we love.  
 

Mondays, 9:30 a.m.  
The group will not meet in person 
until further notice. They have set up 
zoom meetings for the next several 
weeks. Contact Laurel Kubin if you 
wish to join them.  
 

Bible Study With Pastor Aaron 
There are many things happening  
in our Churches both as United 
Methodist and the Christian Church 
worldwide. I believe it is important  
to take a moment and remind our-
selves of the intent of the Church 
and that lack of clarity and distrac-
tions are not knew. Paul’s letter to 
the Ephesians reflects his work with 
a Church that he began. Through 
Christ Paul wanted them to own that 
they were a part of a new social  
order of love and unity. 
 

The Church was intended to be open 
to everyone and therefore everyone 
could be reconciled by God and to 
each other through the cross of Je-
sus Christ. Please join me for a study 
on Ephesians in the Library at 11:15 
when we resume meeting in person 
again. No cost! Please bring your 
Bible as we have and outline for 
you.   

PASSION / PALM SUNDAY 
 

This Sunday we will be wor-
shiping via Zoom again. 
Watch for your email invite. 
We have special music 
planned and Pastor Aaron’s 
message will be, “Power of 
the Cross.” The scripture 
lesson is St. Matthew 27:39-
53. We will be celebrating 
“virtual” Communion. We 
invite you to have your own 
bread and cup and be pre-
pared for the blessing during 
our service.  

https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins?ref=hlU:/Administration
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A big Thank You to Barb Burford, Brenda Gutsche 
and Kendra Coleman, and to Everyone who either 
donated baked goods, provided the tasty lunch, or 
participated in the UMW Bunko Event that took place 
on Feb. 22nd. We raised almost $1200 for local mis-
sions!! We greatly appreciate all your help. It was fun 
and a wonderful way to fill the Fellowship Hall with 
over 50 people [men and women alike], many of 
whom were new to CUMC. Thanks to all! 
 

Save the Date for Saturday May 16th. UMW will be 
having Alison O'Connor from CSU Extension, who 
specializes in Horticulture, as our guest speaker at 
this year's Spring Tea event. Alison has organized 
Farmer's Markets and Colorado Master Gardeners for 
many years. More details will be forthcoming next 
month, so stay tuned! Also, it is a good time to start 
thinking about questions you may have for her! 
 

UMW will be collecting the proceeds of the March 
2020 Lenten Prayer and Self Denial - Mission Giving 
Outreach event. Please Note: depending on how long 
the church will be closed for worship, there is no cur-
rent deadline for when collections can be turned in. 
UMW will have a jar in the Narthex (when we resume 
in-person worship) where you can place your offer-
ings, or you can turn your offerings in to the Church 
Main Office and Debbie will forward them on to UMW. 
We hope you have taken some time to reflect on the 
purpose of the March 2020 Prayer and Self Denial 
Calendar, and consider the many ways in which we 
are all so very blessed. Thank you for participating. 

POSTPONED: UMW will not be selling Fort Collins 
Nursery gift cards at this time. 
Explorers Circle’s  

April meeting is cancelled. For more information, 
please call Linda G. 

Friendship Circle's April meeting is cancelled. For 
more information, please contact Chris Coats. Thank 
you. Take care of yourselves! 
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Women’s Communiqué  

Good Friday Reflections 
 

The Sanctuary will be open from 
6am  to 6pm, Friday, April 10. 
Come in anytime that day for Good 
Friday prayers and reflection. 
Please maintain 6 feet between 
fellow worshipers. If more than 10 
are in the Sanctuary when you ar-
rive, please wait in the Narthex for 
someone to leave. Also use provid-
ed sanitizer at the door. The main 
doors will be unlocked. 

Morning Glory Preschool at Christ United Meth-
odist Church is now enrolling for fall! Children ages 
2 1/2 to 5 will learn and grow in a safe, faith based, 
nurturing environment.  

To learn more, please call 970-226-2341, ext. 123. 
Website: https://morningglorypreschoolfc.org/ 

Website:%20https://morningglorypreschoolfc.org/
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If you wish to provide a virtual lily for the church for Easter in honor of or  
in memory of a loved one, please fill in the information below, attach your 
money and mail to the church office so it is received 
 

 NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8. Thank you! 

                   
Our Easter Sunday bulletin (April 12) will list the names of those being  

memorialized AND/OR honored with virtual flowers and the names of the donor(s). The 
bulletin will be emailed and also on our website. 
 

“In Memory Of” is for someone deceased and “In Honor Of” is for someone living. 
 
Please have this form (please print all information.) and the money for each virtual flower 
in the office no later than Wednesday, April 8. We hope you will participate in this pro-
gram as we remember and honor our loved ones. A couple of real flowers will be pur-
chased for the church pulpit for Easter Sunday. The remainder of the donations will go to 
current church operating expenses. Thank you! 
 
        ____Virtual Lily $10    

Additional Donations Accepted 
 

Please Print All Information 
 

In Memory Of 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Honor Of 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Given By 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

Supporting Our Church during this time of social distancing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In light of the current events surrounding the COVID -
19 virus, and the church temporarily suspending Sun-
day Services, the Finance Committee wants to make 
sure you know some easy ways to support the 
church during this time.  In addition to the support 
you’ve given each other through phone calls and 
emails, please know that financial support is also 
necessary.   
 
Here are some ways to give from your bank account 
easily and without much effort. 
 
ACH transfer: There is a form that is available at the 
church office that Debbie can email to you. It has to 
be filled out with your bank account routing and num-
ber, as well as the amount and frequency of your gift. 
These deductions will be made once a month on the 
15th, pulling from your account to the church’s ac-
count automatically. Contact Debbie at: info@cumc-
fc.org or by phone, (970) 226-2341 for that form. 

 

 

PayPal: On the Church’s Website (http://cumc-
fc.org/) click on the Giving menu, then scroll down 
and click on Make A donation. This will take you to a 
PayPal screen where you can give either using Pay-
Pal (you will need your own PayPal account, which is 
tied to your bank) or using a Debit or Credit card. (If 
you give by credit card, you DO NOT need a PayPal 
account). While there, you can mark that you’d like 
this to be a monthly donation. Money that comes in 
through PayPal is transferred to the church’s check-
ing account and a list of all the names and amounts 
is used to update your record.   

Bill Pay through your bank: You need a login and 
password to access your bank account. Most banks 
today, including credit unions have a Bill Pay option. 
You need to set up the church as a “Payee / Vendor”. 
You’ll need the church’s full name and address: 

Christ United Methodist Church 
301 East Drake 
Fort Collins, CO  80525 

When you use Bill Pay, your bank will print a check 
and mail it to the church. The check will show that it 
is coming from your bank account so you will get 
credit for the gift. 

Through bill pay you can make a one-time payment 
on any date on the calendar, or set it up to pay this 
amount weekly, monthly or a variety of time options. 
And if you set it up to be an automatic payment, you 
can change the amount or date at any time.   

Write a check and mail it: This is a great way to 
give, but it does require an envelope and a stamp. 
When you let the bank print and send the check,  
they don’t charge you for postage.   

We encourage you to remember your church’s finan-
cial obligations during this time of social distancing 
and if you have any questions on how these options 
work, please reach out to me.   

Thanks, 
Joyce Lathrop 
Finance Chair 
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Visioning at CUMC 

Many thanks to the great number of people who participated in the first Visioning activity a few 
weeks ago.  The input received to the two questions asked filled fourteen double spaced pages! 
The energy in the room was exciting. 
 
The first question asked was “What do you value most about Christ United Methodist Church and 
this congregation?” There were many commonalities in the responses.  It is important to 
acknowledge these values because they drive our actions. It is upon these values that we build our 
vision for the future. 
 
You said that you/we value: 

That we are open and accepting of all God’s children 

That we are friendly and welcoming 

That we are located in a central Fort Collins location 

That we have a small church loving community atmosphere 

That we are engaged in local and global missions, opening our facility to community groups 

That we are caring and supportive of each other 

That we have a feeling of belonging to God and this faith community where it feels like “home” - 

- a place of peace - - and where we are known by name 

That we have a nice, well-maintained facility 

That we have small groups and opportunities to engage with each other and the community 

That we have meaningful sermons and opportunities to study and learn together 

That we have a very good music program that enriches our worship 

That we have a growing children and youth program 

That we have good communications to, from, and among our staff and congregants 
 
The second question to which you responded was “It is now 2030; you are fully engaged in this con-
gregation. What has occurred during the past ten years that keeps you excited about being here?”  
The responses were numerous and build upon the values that you expressed.  The Administrative 
Council (CMT a.k.a. Congregational Ministries Team) is taking your responses to this question to 
start building a common vision and will draft priorities of your many dreams. Once we are again able 
to meet in person, there will be a second all-church visioning session to gather additional infor-
mation and support for our collective hopes and plans for the future. 
 
Regardless what does or does not occur with our denomination in the future, I’m confident that  
our Christ United Methodist Church will exist to serve God and each other. This visioning process  
is helping us live into our future.  As you have questions or comments, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 
Laurel Kubin 
CMT Chair and Lay Leader Lay Leader 
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Christ United Methodist Church 
301 E. Drake Road 
Ft. Collins, CO 80525 
 
            Return Service Requested 
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Dear Friends, 

Following the recommendation of our Bishop, we have suspended worship services and all in-person CUMC classes and 
meetings through May 1. Invite your friends and family to join us online every Sunday morning for worship at 9:30 a.m.  

On our website, www.cumc-fc.org. and on Facebook: Pastor Aaron’s Weekday Devotional and Message from Sunday 
worship service. Recordings will remain available all week. The weekly bulletin announcements can also be found via a 
link on the home page of our website. Email prayer requests to the office at info@cumc-fc.org.  

We have acquired a Zoom license which is enabling us to have webinars and meetings. Recently, CMT, Monday morn-
ing Bible Study, and the worship team, in addition to Sunday service have all met via Zoom. Other groups are planning to 
use Zoom to gather. Contact the office if you need more info on this or to get your Zoom meeting on the calendar.   

As we have just a few individual groups meeting which are considered essential, we have moved them all to the east 
wing. We have been in touch with the health department regarding these meetings and all are following the regulations 
set forth. The south end of the building is closed off to save on utility costs, but unlocked if you need to access the kitch-
en or the end room downstairs. Custodian Ryan is continuing to come in weekdays and is doing a great job of maintain-
ing our building. 

The plan at this time is for the church office to have near normal hours. Debbie will be taking some vacation time this 
month. Leave a message if you call. Pastor Aaron intends to have office hours Monday through Friday, from about  
9 a.m. until noon each day. We pray that you are safe and well at this moment.   

As we enter Holy Week next week, let’s be in reflec-
tion on the events leading up to and through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. We look forward to worshiping 
together Sunday. God Bless. 

http://www.cumc-fc.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChristUnitedMethodistChurchFortCollins/?ref=bookmarks

