WEEK 2:
JESUS PRAYED DURING
SPECIAL TIMES

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 3:21-22
1RZZKHQDOOWKHSHRSOHZHUHEDSWL]HGDQGZKHQ-HVXVDOVRKDGEHHQEDSWL]HG
DQGZDVSUD\LQJWKHKHDYHQZDVRSHQHGDQGWKH+RO\6SLULWGHVFHQGHGXSRQKLPLQ
ERGLO\IRUPOLNHDGRYH$QGDYRLFHFDPHIURPKHDYHQŏ<RXDUHP\6RQWKH%HORYHG
ZLWK\RX,DPZHOOSOHDVHGŐ

REFLECTION
:KHQZHUHDGWKHVWRU\RI-HVXVōOLIHWKURXJKWKLVVHDVRQRI/HQWZHƓQGWKDW-HVXV
lived his life in ways that are very familiar to us. He ate, slept, and traveled. He was
happy, sad, tired, excited, and sometimes cranky. He worshiped God with other
SHRSOH+HWDONHGWR*RGLQHYHU\GD\PRPHQWVDQGKHSUD\HGGXULQJVSHFLƓFDQG
special times.
Our scripture passage this week comes from the Gospel of Luke. John (who we
know as John the Baptist) is baptizing people in a river. Baptism is a practice that
happened even before it became a sacrament (or an important event) in the Christian
faith. In Luke, the people are going into the water to be cleaned and forgiven. So
ZK\ZDV-HVXVEHLQJEDSWL]HGLIKHGLGQōWQHHGIRUJLYHQHVV"%\EHLQJEDSWL]HG
Jesus participates in this human event with us and shows us that baptism is a way to
connect with God. Jesus prayed during his baptism, and we see that God spoke to let
everyone know God was listening.
:K\LVLWLPSRUWDQWIRUXVWRSUD\GXULQJVSHFLDOWLPHV"7KLQNRIVRPHVLJQLƓFDQWWLPHV
LQ\RXUOLIH0D\EHLWZDVWKHELUWKRIDFKLOGRUVLEOLQJ0D\EHLWZDV\RXUYHU\ƓUVWGD\
of school. Maybe it was learning a new skill that took a long time to practice. What are
VRPHRIWKHHPRWLRQVRUELJIHHOLQJVWKDW\RXIHOW"'LG\RXZDQWWRVKDUHWKHPZLWK
RWKHUV"7KURXJKWKHVWRU\RI-HVXVōEDSWLVP-HVXVVKRZVXVWKDW*RGKHDUVXVDQG
wants to connect with us during special times as well.
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DISCUSSION
$V\RXFRORUWKHFRORULQJSDJHSRQGHUWKHVHTXHVWLRQVWRJHWKHU
•

+DYH\RXDWWHQGHGRUSDUWLFLSDWHGLQDEDSWLVPVHUYLFH":KDWGLG\RXOLNH
DERXWLW":KDWGR\RXUHPHPEHUDERXWLW LPDJHVVRXQGVZRUGV "

•

:KDWDUHVRPHVSHFLDOWLPHVRUHYHQWVLQ\RXUOLIHZKHUHSHRSOHSUD\":K\GR
\RXWKLQNSUD\HUKDSSHQVGXULQJWKHVHWLPHV"

•

Brainstorm with your family special times that you could pray together. You will
select one of these in this week’s activity to create a prayer to mark a special
event in your family.

ACTIVITY
6XSSOLHVQHHGHG7KLVZHHNōVDFWLYLW\SDJHDQGPDUNHUVFUD\RQVSHQFLOV

This week, you and your family are invited to create a prayer to mark a special time or
event in your family’s life. Perhaps it is a milestone birthday, or anticipating the start of
a new school, or something as simple as a prayer that blesses the beginning of each
week. Think of images, words, feelings, or phrases that are special to your family and
LQFRUSRUDWHWKHPLQWRWKHSUD\HU\RXFDQZULWHRQWKHŏ$3UD\HU)RUřŐDFWLYLW\SDJH
If you are comfortable, please share them with our wider ICM community by emailing
them to icm@illustratedchildrensministry.com or sharing them on social media using
the hashtag #anillustratedlent so we can share ideas from our amazing community
during Lent.

PRAYER
'HDU/RUG
We thank you for each chapter of our lives.
We thank you for the everyday happenings
and we thank you for the big moments.
Thank you for giving us language
to speak words of connection, thanks, and love to you
that we can remember our whole lives.
Amen.
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