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Jesus appears to Mary  
Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, 
and as she wept she stooped to look into 
the tomb. And she saw two angels in white, 
sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, 
one at the head and one at the feet. They 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” 
She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.” Having said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom 
are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said 
to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 

Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to 
me, for I have not yet ascended to the 
Father; but go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he 
had said these things to her. 
 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

JOHN 20:11-18



MARY’S FIRST ASSUMPTION IS NOT 
RESURRECTION, BUT THEFT.  
Earlier in the chapter we see that Mary had 
gone to the tomb, but seeing that the stone 
had been rolled away she assumed that the 
body had been stolen. 

JESUS’ QUESTION TO MARY REPEATS HIS 
FIRST WORDS IN THE GOSPEL.  
The first words Jesus spoke in John’s Gospel 
were: “What are you seeking?” (John 1:38) 
When you read John’s Gospel you’ll notice a 
theme of seeing and believing. Also, you’ll 
notice the phrase “come and see” appears 
throughout the entire Gospel.  

MARY IS THE FIRST PERSON TO BOTH 
LEARN OF THE RESURRECTION AND TO 
ACT AS ITS PRIMARY MESSENGER. 
It should not be overlooked that in all four 
Gospel accounts, it was the women who 
acted as the first messengers of the 
resurrection. And the word for messenger in 
the Greek is: “apostle.” 

What did you notice in the story? Read 
through it again and write down your 
own observations in the space provided.

Let’s take a look at a few key 
features in this passage.

TOP THREE
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The word “Rabboni” is the Aramaic word for 
teacher. As a personal address, it carries 
more intimacy than the word “Rabbi.” What 
John is highlighting here is the deeply 
personal relationship that Jesus had not 
only with Mary, but with his disciples in 
general. Her address to Jesus does two 
things: (1) it confirms who she sees Jesus to 

be: her teacher, her master, etc., and (2) it 
confirms her own identity as his disciple, his 
student and apprentice. And if we back up 
just a bit into the story, the thing that 
prompted her to say “Rabboni!” was Jesus 
calling her name. In John’s Gospel, 
relationship = salvation. 

Mary calls Jesus “Rabboni”, and 
we need to talk about that.

RABBONI

NOTES
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Journal your thoughts on this interaction 
between Jesus and Mary.



All four Gospel accounts record the story of the resurrection and (some) post-resurrection 
appearances. Take a few minutes and work through the following passages, noting the 
similarities and differences in the retellings of the Mary Magdalene experience.  

Matthew 28:1-10 | Mark 16:1-11 | Luke 24:1-12 | John 20:11-18

Let’s compare notes across all four 
resurrection accounts, shall we.

COMPARISONS
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A place for you to take notes 
during our class!

NOTES
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