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Fifteen Years In, 
And We Finally 
Have A Home
If you had asked me two years where I thought we’d end 
up with our building purchase, I wouldn’t have said: “Oh, 
we’ll get a little church building somewhere, you know, 
one with a steeple.”  
But when we pulled up to the State Street building - a church 
with a piece of land, a parking lot, a front door that opened up 
onto a sidewalk - there was a sense of joy and energy at the 
thought of being a congregation in a neighborhood. And the 
thought of having the freedom to host gatherings and events 
whenever we wanted…we were sold. 

Our elders and staff met on Sunday evening, June 9, to talk 
through the first six months of our time on State Street, looking 
at five key focus areas for ACC: (1) preparing for growth, (2) 
financial health and stability, (3) volunteer development, (4) 
community, and (5) the neighborhood. And in this month’s 
Parish News, we focus on the neighborhood and community. 
Read up, stay informed, and I’ll see you on Sunday!  

Derek Sweatman 
Season After Pentecost
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6.22 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
WHITE WATER TRIP

Once again, the middle and high school group is 
headed to White Water for the day! 
Date: Saturday, June 22  
Time: Leaving the church at 9:45am  
Cost:  $45 (if you don’t already have a pass)

Register through the app or on the website.

6.23 NEW BUILDING DEDICATION 
SERVICE

Join us for this historic gathering where we’ll spend 
time together in fellowship, song, and in prayer for 
the new building.  
Date: Sunday, June 23  
Time: 5:30pm (Cookout), 6:30pm (Service)

RSVP through the app or on the website. 

7.27 GUYS CHATTAHOOCHEE 
RAFTING TRIP & LUNCH

We’re still getting all the group rates and details for 
this outing, but go ahead and make plans to join us! 
We’re rafting down the Chattahoochee in the 
morning, with lunch at the landing afterwards.   
Date: Saturday, July 27 
Cost: TBA

8.03 KIDS END OF THE SUMMER 
PARTY

Our kids are closing down the summer with a bash! 
This event is still in the planning process, but you 
can count on food, games, and more. 
Date: Saturday, August 3

Full details in the July Parish News. 
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Learning How To Neighbor
As a church with a building squarely in a neighborhood, we are asking what it means 
to be a neighbor, and how God might prompt us to serve our new host community. 
Below are some thoughts and updates and ideas on what’s next! 

When churches move into neighborhoods, 
neighborhoods can get nervous. This is 
understandable. Churches tend to come 
with a bundle of visions and goals for the 
neighborhood, and they’re often ones that 
no resident was asking for. When people 
attend city planning meetings, they make 
requests for better sidewalks, safer parks, a 
new playground, more lighting, and so 
forth. No one ever asks for a new church to 
move in so that the neighborhood can 
become Christian.  
In our increasingly post-church culture, local 
parishes are no longer the host but the 
guest. There was a time when 
neighborhoods were anchored by churches 
and synagogues and mosques, but those 
days are all but gone. But what hasn’t gone 
away is the old command to “love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  
When our elders and staff met on Sunday 
evening, June 9, to discuss our first 6 
months here in Home Park, part of that 
discussion focused on the neighborhood. 
How might God prompt us to serve our host 
community? What role can our building 
play in the life of the neighborhood? What 
specific needs are present that we might 
engage with? How might we practice the 
old command to love our neighbor?  

The following are projects that are in the 
works for the coming months:  
Georgia Tech Food Pantry & Meals

Student hunger on major college campuses 
is a “secret” reality. More and more campus 
organizations are setting up food pantries 
to help with the problem, and this is a 
project we’ll take on in the 2019-20 school 
year. As well, we would like to host a 
monthly dinner for students who live in the 
Home Park neighborhood.  
HOA Board Meetings

Early on we offered our building as the 
meeting location for the Home Park HOA 
meetings. The first one is later this month!  
Weekly Coffee Walk-Ins

Once a week we’ll open the building and 
brew coffee for those walking to work or 
school.  
Support Groups

We are researching ways to offer support 
groups in our space such as: Jobs For Life, 
Celebrate Recovery, etc.  
Misc. Things On The Radar

Movie nights; jazz; chili cook-offs; parent/
child play groups; and more.  
If you’d like to help with any of these, let us 
know at derek@atlantachristianchurch.org. 

mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
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Upcoming Building Projects
SUMMER & FALL 2019

BUILD OUT THE KITCHEN
Did you know we have a kitchen? 
Yes, yes we do! It’s on the lower 
level in the larger youth room/
fellowship space, and it’s our very 
next project on the roster. This will 
enable to us to house more church 
meals and fellowship events, and 
also wash our mugs.  
Target Date: June 23  
Projected Cost: $2,500-$3,000

REPAVE/STRIPE PARKING LOT
This project was originally 
scheduled as part of the 
renovations, but with all the 
overlapping work going on, it was 
too difficult to schedule. We also 
decided to save a little money on 
the front end!  
 
Target Date: Aug./Sept. 2019 
Projected Cost: $6,000

SPRINKLER SYSTEM
Part of bringing the building up to 
code included a sprinkler system 
throughout. The cost of this project 
was already factored into the 
overall cost of the building 
purchase. The sprinkler system 
company is currently in the 
permitting process with the city, and 
they should begin work soon. 

NEXT 6-12 MONTHS

ELEVATOR PLAYGROUND OUTDOOR FELLOWSHIP SPACE

To better serve those who need help 
getting from one level of the 
building to the next, we will install a 
residential size elevator in the 
breezeway section of the building 
between the sanctuary and the 
administrative suite. Pricing on such 
elevators ranges from $25,000 to 
$35,000 installed. 

When we originally looked at the 
building, we noticed a large unused 
space on the north side of the 
building, and it’s perfect for a 
playground for the kids! Our plan is 
to design a recreational space that 
connected to the lower level 
breezeway entrance/exit where kids 
can play. 

We plan to design to an outdoor 
fellowship space that wraps around 
the backside of the building 
complete with tables, lights, grill, 
and outdoor games. Perfect for 
spring and fall nights! 

  WISH LIST ITEM: 6-SEATER GOLF CART

This would be used to shuttle people from the satellite parking lot on Sunday mornings and at other events 
during the year. If you see one for sale, or you know of someone who can donate one, let us know! 
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Community & Formation
The four spiritual rhythms and practices of our church are worship, community, 
formation, and service. Moving into the new space has breathed some new life into 
the possibilities for stronger relational community and faith formation. 

Since our beginnings in 2004, the main 
environments for community and formation 
have been: (1) the Sunday morning service 
and (2) neighborhood small groups. These 
two have remained the primary spaces for 
people to build friendships and explore 
faith. And while these two environments are 
still quite effective, we happen to think 
there is more we can do! 
Here are some things we have cooking for 
the fall and beyond:  

Adult Short-Term Classes & Workshops

We now have enough space to 
accommodate a large number of adults in 
multiple classes! 
Need: People willing to lead classes 
(training and resources provided) 
Dinner Groups

These short-term groups would function as 
spaces for people to meet others in the 
church, especially those who live nearby. 
Groups would be neighborhood-based, and 
meet 3-4 times for dinner.  
Need: Hosts!  
Book Club

One way to grow in your faith is to read and 
discuss what you’re reading! These might a 
theological work, a book of the Bible, 

something devotional, something 
academic, the sky’s the limit!  
Need: Leaders who are readers! #rhyme 
Theological & Biblical Studies 
Workshops

Designed for anyone, but especially those 
who lead other, these sessions are designed 
to help you learn to engage with the Bible 
and matters of theology at a new level. 
These will take the form of short-term 
classes, lunch and learn workshops, and 
even lecture series nights at the building.  
Parent Gatherings

We’ll continue to offer regular gatherings 
for parents on campus as a space for new 
and experienced parents to meet for coffee 
and discussion and prayer.  
If any of the above interest you in terms of 
leading and/or hosting, please Derek 
Sweatman know at 
derek@atlantachristianchurch.org or at 
404-915-6228. 

mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
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Parish Spotlight

KATIE KURTZ LANE

Katie Kurtz Lane and her husband Ryan have been attending ACC since the summer of 2015, and they live in 
South Sandy Springs in the High Point neighborhood. Katie works as a speech pathologist in a DeKalb County high 
school, and also at a private school here in the city for kids with complex special needs. When asked what her two 
favorite things about ACC are, she wrote: “Our congregation size, and the conversational and intellectual nature of 
Derek’s sermons.” She and Ryan host a small group, and she also serves on the Host Team on Sunday mornings.  
Katie is the one who found our building! On December 4, 2018, she sent us a link to the State Street property, and 
the rest is history. We had one of those old school pew nameplates made up for her, and it goes up this Sunday.  
She offered an additional piece of information about herself, the three fictional characters that make up her 
personality: (1) Phoebe from FRIENDS, (2) Percy from Pocahontas, and (3) April from Parks & Rec. 



THIS MONTH’S QUOTATION

The Christian life is not just about how I am doing as an 
individual, but especially about how we are doing as a church, 
and how and what I am doing in that mix of others called the 
church. God has designed the church to be a fellowship of 
difference and differents. It is a mixture of people from all 
across the map and spectrum: men and women, rich and poor. 
It is a mix of races and ethnicities: Caucasians, African 
Americans, Mexican Americans, Latin Americans, Asian 
Americans, Indian Americans - I could go on, but  you see the 
point. The church I grew up in, bless its heart, was a fellowship 
of sames and likes. There was almost no variety in our church. It 
was composed entirely of white folks with the same beliefs, the 
same tastes in music and worship and sermons and lifestyle; 
men wore suits and ties and women wore dresses and not a 
few of them wore hats. Getting the church right is so important. 
The church is God’s world-changing social experiment of 
bringing unlikes and differents to the table to share life with 
one another as a new kind of family.  
Scot McKnight, Ph.D.  
A Fellowship of Differents, p.15

All the good picture were taken by Joel Mooneyhan.



PARISH NEWS


	Fifteen Years In, And We Finally Have A Home
	Middle & High School White Water Trip
	New Building Dedication Service
	Guys Chattahoochee Rafting Trip & Lunch
	Kids End Of The Summer Party
	7.27
	Learning How To Neighbor
	As a church with a building squarely in a neighborhood, we are asking what it means to be a neighbor, and how God might prompt us to serve our new host community. Below are some thoughts and updates and ideas on what’s next!
	Upcoming Building Projects
	BUILD OUT THE KITCHEN
	REPAVE/STRIPE PARKING LOT
	SPRINKLER SYSTEM
	ELEVATOR
	OUTDOOR FELLOWSHIP SPACE
	PLAYGROUND
	Community & Formation
	The four spiritual rhythms and practices of our church are worship, community, formation, and service. Moving into the new space has breathed some new life into the possibilities for stronger relational community and faith formation.
	Parish Spotlight
	Katie Kurtz Lane

