Giving Field Guide 2016-17

Atlanta Christian Church is supported entirely through the ongoing financial
generosity of its people, a feat that continues to humble me as its pastor. And
because you have picked up this year-end giving field guide, it means that you,
too, are interested in finding out how to support the work of our church family.
Also humbling.
On the following pages I give a brief snapshot on how we did financially in
2016, what the current needs are going into the new year, and how you can
give financially to support the life of our church family. Thank you again for
reading through this material, and for your consideration in supporting the
work of Atlanta Christian Church.
Grace & Peace,

Derek Sweatman
Lead Pastor, Atlanta Christian Church
derek@atlantachristianchurch.org

Each one must give
as he has decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.
Paul, 2 Corinthians 9:7

THE FINANCIAL STORY OF 2016 FOR ATLANTA CHRISTIAN CHURCH IS ONE OF
EXCITEMENT, CHALLENGE, AND OF OVERCOMING BIG OBSTACLES.
When we started the year we were still quite settled in our old space uptown.
When the news came that our property had been sold, and that we had 60
days to move, things got challenging. We sought to raise $60,000 to cover the
moving costs, as well as setting aside several months rent to create some
breathing room while we settled into the new space. We raised $47,064 in a
short amount of time, making the move downtown much seemingly easy!
Financial
Story of 2016

Since the move back in April we have been learning more and more what our
needs are financially in the new space. It was hard to really know going in. We
knew what the rent was, and what our fixed costs were, but beyond that it was
a bit of a mystery. Our weekly need before the move was $6,669. That number
dropped slightly some time after the move to $6,100 per week, taking our
overall 2016 weekly average down to $6,482.
Going into 2017 our goal is wider participation. The key to our church’s
financial health will not be in a small number of “big givers”, but in more of us
participating at various levels.

Budget Snapshot of 2016
Proposed 2016 Budget:
Total 2016 Donations:

$337,115
$271,939 (as of December 11, 2016)

Account Balances (through November 2016)
General Account:
$2,646
Beyond Sunday:
$46,929*
*Includes remaining missions money for 2016, as well as, the $31,831 that was collected for 2017

2016 Budget
Snapshot

Donor Trivia
Number of givers in 2016:
111
Number of repeat givers:
85
Number of givers under 30:
12
Number of givers years 30-39:
35
Number of givers years 40-49:
14
Number of givers years 50+:
9
Amount given by those under 30: $18,835
Amount given by those 30-39:
$83,026
Amount given by those 40-49:
$90,755
Amount given by those 50+:
$58,074
Amount given by ACC Friends:
$4,765*
*ACC Friends are those who do not attend our church but financially support our work

2017 Budget
Proposal

Proposed 2017 Budget:
Weekly Need:

$317,200 (not including Beyond Sunday)
$6,100

At-A-Glance
Operations:
Personnel:
Beyond Sunday:

$169,843
$144,550
$35,000*

*Beyond Sunday is a month-long oﬀering initiative in November
during which we raise money for mission and justice work here in our
city and around the world. One-hundred percent of the money
collected goes back out the door in the following year.

Beyond Sunday
10%
Operations
41%

Personnel
49%

When You Give
• You create environments where children, students, and adults experience
greater community with others, growth in their faith, and the blessing of
service to those in need
• You participate in the renewal of individuals, families, and communities in
Haiti, Honduras, and here in Atlanta
• You invest in the future of your church family, and in the impact we will have
on the lives of people we have yet to meet

Year-End Giving 2016
Financial gifts at the close of each year help us catch up on oﬀerings and enter
the new year ready to go! All year-end gifts must be in by December 31, 2016.
Support Atlanta Christian Church in 2017
If you have never given to ACC, consider partnering financially with us in 2017.
The national average in churches is currently around $35 a person per week.
That’s it. That’s about 5 cups of coﬀee and 2 Chick-fil-A meals. But that’s just a
statistic. You may be able to give more. Or maybe it’s less. You get to decide!
Giving to
Atlanta
Christian
Church

How to Give
By mail, send checks to:
Atlanta Christian Church
P.O Box 20036
Atlanta, GA 30325
Giving online:
www.atlantachristianchurch.org/give
Oﬀering Box? Yes, we do take up on oﬀering on Sundays. The boxes are
located at the end of the communion lines.
Checks must be made out to Atlanta Christian Church. All gifts are tax-deductible.

I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I
have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.
Martin Luther

