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SPIRITUAL PRACTICES PART 5: GENEROSITY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

In Matthew 6:2-4, Jesus talks about the practice of generosity. The teaching focuses on those 

who are in need, so the subject is about charity and mercy. After the Temple was destroyed in 

70 A.D., certain practices of Judaism changed. The Rabbis talked about three core practices of 

piety: scripture reading and study; prayer; and acts of charity. In fact, charitable acts replaced 

animal sacrifice following the destruction of the Temple. On the Sabbath, Jews donate to 

charity still. In the days of Jesus, the phrase to show mercy referred almost exclusively to 

serving the poor. But, with charitable giving comes the tension between generosity and the 

need to be recognized and this is the heart of Jesus’ teaching in our text. He is concerned that 

our motivation towards generosity would give way to a motivation towards recognition. The 

phrase, “Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” is key: the right hand 

was considered stronger (and the left hand weaker), the image of the charity being done 

unseen. Imitate God, who so often works unseen.  

 

DISCUSSION  

1. When was the first time you remember noticing that there were people in the world 

who had great needs, the first time you noticed poverty?  

2. When was the first time you remember giving to a need?  

3. Have someone read Matthew 6:2-4. Jesus is concerned about our motives when we 

serve those in need, specifically about being our tendency to be “seen” doing good 

deeds. Has that ever been a struggle for you? What examples from our world are 

relevant here?  

4. On Sunday, Derek said: “Jesus is not knocking donor-recognition. He isn’t concerned 

that people are recognized for their charity. He’s knocking recognition as the motivator 

for charity.” How do we keep that from happening? 

5. How could you go about this week and serve others without being noticed?  

 

PRAYER  

Pray for those in need in our city and in our world.  

 

 


