
ENUMA ELISH STORIES 

In 1849, Austin Henry Layard, a collector of artifacts for the 
British Museum, recovered a copy of the Enuma Elish Stories 
from Ashur at Koujunjik, Iraq. Ashurbanipal (668-627 BeE) had 
the copy made for his library at Nineveh. It was written on 
baked clay tablets about thirty inches high in the Akkadian lan-
guage using cuneiform script. A duplicate copy of Tablet V was 
recovered from Harran on the Euphrates River in Turkey. 

Hammurabi (1792-1750 BeE) made Babylon the most impor-
tant city in Mesopotamia and enthroned Marduk, Babylon's di-
vine patron, as head of the divine assembly. Thus the previously 
minor city-state of Babylon would grow in importance in both 
historical and epic terms for the next twelve hundred years. 
Around 1100 BeE the Enuma Elish Stories were compiled from 
different Sumerian and Amorite stories to celebrate the military 
and political accomplishments of Babylon and its rulers. 

Parallels to the Enuma Elish Stories appear in the book of 
Genesis as well as in the books of Exodus and Psalms (Pss 8, 19, 
50, 104). Originally, the Hebrews celebrated Yahweh as the Divine 
Warrior whose armies, commanded by Moses, armed with a staff 
and the east wind, confront the armies of Egypt commanded by 
Pharaoh (Exod 15:1-10). However, once the Hebrews began to under-
stand Yahweh as both the deliverer who liberates the Hebrews 
from slavery and the creator who calls the cosmos from chaos, 
the cosmological language common in ancient Near Eastern cre-
ation stories began to appear in the Bible. 

1:1-9 

The crisis episode in the Enuma Elish Stories describes the birth 
of the divine assembly in Mesopotamia out of a chaos of water 

11 



12 OLD TESTAMENT 

and darkness throu?.,h the merging of Apsu, divine patron of 
fresh water, with Tiamat, divine patron of salt water. The divine 
assembly in the Enuma E1ish Stories is composed of the an-
nunaki, who are the divine elders, and the iggigi, who are the 
divine warriors. Its membership is comparable to that of the vi1-

assembly or the city assembly on the human plane that is 
made up of the "old men," who are elders, and the "young men," 
who are warriors. 

When on high, no heaven had been named, 
When no earth had been called, 
vVhen there were no divine elders ... 

When there was nothing... (Gen 1:1-2) 
Nothing but. .. 

Godfather Apsu and Mummu-Tiamat, Godmother of All Living, 
Two bodies of water becoming one, 

vVhen no reed hut was erected, 
When no marsh land was drained, 

When there were no divine warriors, 
When no names had been called, 
When no tasks had been assigned. 

1:10-19 

Then, from these two waters, Lahmu and Lahamu were created, 
Their names were called. 

Before they increased in wisdom and stature, 
Anshar and Kishar were created, surpassing their ancestors. 

Before they increased in wisdom and in stature, 
Anu was created. 

Anu, who was Kishar's heir, rivaling his ancestors, 
Anu, who was Anshar's first born, equaling his ancestors. 

Anu made Nudimmud-Ea in his image; 
Surpassing his ancestors, 

Ea, increasing in wisdom, 
Increasing in understanding, increasing in strength. 

1:20 

Ea, greater than Anshar, his ancestor, 
Unmatched among the divine warriors, his ancestors .... 
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§§[] Eventually, the increasing noise of the divine warriors disturbs 
Apsu and he makes plans to destroy them. Apsu is prevented 
from carrying out his plans by Eel, who kills his father and takes 
his crown. After the ossassinatiol1 of Apsu, another generation of 
divine creatures is born. The prid.e of this new generation is 
Morduk 

1:79-103 

Then, in the Palace of Fates, 
Then, in the Temple of Destinies, 

The most ingenious divine warrior was created, 
The ablest and the wisest of the divine warriors ... 

Then, in the Heart of Apsu, 
Then, in the sacred Heart of Apsu, 
Marduk was created. 

Ea was his father, 
Damkina, his mother. 

Divine the breasts from which he nursed, 
Nurtured with care and endowed with glory. 

Marduk's posture was erect, 
His glance inspiring. 

Marduk's stride was commanding, 
His stature venerable. 

His grandfather Anu's face beamed, 
His heart filled with pride. 

He declared Marduk flawless, 
His father endowed him with a double share of divinity. 

Marduk surpassed all of his ancestors .... 

His head was incredible, 
It was incomprehensible, inconceivable in power. 

No sight escaped his eyes, 
No sound evaded his ears. 

Marduk's voice was strong, 
His words blazed like fire. 

Marduk's hearing was acute, 
His eyesight sharp. 

Marduk's body was unsurpassed. 
His physique was powerful. 

Marduk's arms and legs were huge, 
His height dwarfed all others. 
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"My son," Anu sang, 
"My beloved son. 

My son, who is the sun. 
He is the sun in the sky." 

Clothed with the powers of ten members of the divine assembly, 
Marduk excelled them all .... 

§§[] To become the ruler of the divine assembly, Ea had murdered 
Apsu. Tiamat then marries Kingu, who encourages her to revolt 
against the divine assembly for having allowed Ea to kill her first 
husband. Th help her overthrow the divine assembly, Tiamat cre-
ates a team of ferocious and monstrous creatures. 

1:132-40 

Tiamat, the mother of all, 
Gave birth to peerless and hideous monsters. 

Serpents with fangs for teeth, 
Snakes with venom for blood. 

TerrifYing dragons, 
Filled with divine power. 

To see them was to die, 
Once prepared to strike, they were invincible. 

§§[] Ea and the divine assembly are afraid to face Tiamat and these 
monsters. At this point, Marduk, divine patron of the storm and 
divine patron of Babylon, steps forward to serve as the divine war-
rior for the assembly. For his service, however, he exacts a price. 

II1:116-22 

"If I agree to serve as your deliverer, 
If I am successful in defeating Tiamat, 
If I save your lives, 

You must proclaim me the ruler of the divine assembly. 
My word, not yours, must determine all things. 

What I create must not change, 
What I command must not be revoked or altered." 
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Rejoicing that it has found a warrior to challenge Tiamat, the di-
vine assembly agrees. 

IV:3-32, 35-41 

"You will be the most honored member of this divine assembly ... 
Your word shall not be challenged, 
Your word shall speak for all. 

Your decree shall not be altered. 
Your word shall build up and tear down. (Eccl 3:3;Jer 1:10) 

Your word shall be the law, 
Your command shall be obeyed. 

No member of this assembly shall surpass you .... 

With joy the divine assembly shouted, 
"Marduk is Lord!" 

They endowed him with scepter, throne, and staff. 
They presented him with invincible weapons. 

The divine assembly proclaimed, 
"We swear allegiance to you as our Lord .... 

Go and destroy Tiamat, 
Scatter her blood to the winds!" ... 

Marduk builds himself a bow, 
Designs it to his special needs. 

He feathers the arrows, 
Ties the string. 

Marduk raises his war club, 
Grasps it in his right hand. 

Bow and quiver hang at Marduk's side, 
Lightning he carries as a shield. 

Marduk dons a blazing aura of fire as his armor; 
He weaves a net big enough to trap Tiamat. 

Tiamat, disguised as a sea serpent (Ps 74:13-14), taunts Marduk as 
he comes to the field of battle. Taunting before battle was a com-
mon part of military strategy in the ancient Near East (2 Sam 
5:6-8; 1 Kgs 20:1-11; 2 Kgs 18:19-37). Marduk responds to her taunt 
with a retort. 
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Assyrian (right) watches Marduk (left) battle a winged monster 

IV: 77-86 

"Why do you raise your hand 
against the divine assembly, (l Sam 17:8-10) 

Acting like its ruler? You deceive yourself; 
You cannot disown your own children. 

You cannot designate Kingu to be its divine warrior; 
You cannot give Kingu the power of Anu, who rules the sky. 

You rebel against Anshar, who commands the dusk; 
You are in revolt against the divine assembly. 

Of your armor, I am not afraid, 
Of these monsters, I am not frightened. 

I challenge you to come forward alone. (2 Sam 2:18-23) 
I dare you to duel with me, one on one." 

When Tiamat hears the retort of Marduk, she is infuriated. Out 
of her mind with anger, she rushes away from the other monsters 
and attacks Marduk by herself. As she opens her mouth to roar, 
Marduk inflates her with storm winds to incapacitate her. Then, 
he pierces her with an arrow of lightning (Isa 41:2). After his vic-
tory, Marduk processes triumphantly to the sacred mountain to 
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be proclaimed ruler of the divine assembly. Here he builds his 
temple on the grave of Apsu, and names the temple for his slain 
ancestor. Marduk transforms Tiamat's monsters into statues, 
which he erects outside the gate of the temple to remind all who 
enter of his victory (uzblet V 5ultantepe). 

V'71-76 

Marduk rounded up the monsters of Tiamat; 
He brought them as trophies before the divine assembly. 

Marduk trapped the eleven of Tiamat in his net. 
He shattered their weapons, and shackled their feet. 

Marduk transformed these serpents into statues. 
He mounted them at the gate of his temple, the Apsu. 

"Let these statues be a memorial," he proclaimed, 
"So that this revolt may never be forgotten." 

§§{] Having remodeled his temple with the spoils of war, Marduk 
then uses Tiamat's body to build a new world. He crushes her 
skull with his war club and scatters her blood into the wind. He 
splits her body in two. He uses half to make the heavens, and 
half to make the earth. The body of Tiamat seals out the 
primeval waters at the mountains on the horizons (Cen 1:6-7). 
Marduk assigns the members of the divine assembly as constel-
lations to mark each season of the year. He assigns the moon to 
guard the night and to mark the month with its phases (Cen 
1:15-16). Finally, Marduk and Ea discuss a plan to create humans. 

Vl.·5-8, 23-42 

I will knead blood and bone into a savage, 
"Aborigine" will be its name. 

These aborigines will do the divine assembly's work. 
These savages will set the divine assembly free. 

(Gen 2:7) 

(Gen 1 :26-27) 

§§{] Ea suggests that Marduk sacrifice one of Tiamat's allies to create 
the savage. So, Marduk convenes the divine assembly to discuss 
Ea's proposal. 
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Who planned Tiamat's uprising? 
Who advised her to rebel? 

Hand over the instigator of this revolt, 
Punish the conspirator for his crimes, and live in peace. 

The divine assembly testified: "Kingu planned the uprising. 
Kingu advised Tiamat to rebel." 

§§TI So the divine assembly binds Kingu and Ea slits his throat. They 
lIse his blood to fashion the aborigines, whom Ea assigns to do 
the divine assembly's work in the new world. 

Marduk arrested Kingu, his rival, 
Ea arraigned him. 

Marduk convicted him of conspiracy; 
Ea executed him by cutting his throat. 

Ea formed the aborigines from Kingu's blood, 
Marduk set the aborigines to work. 

Ea emancipated the divine assembly, 
The wise created the aborigines. 

Marduk put the aborigines to work; 
He set the divine assembly free. 
What an incredible accomplishment! 

Nudimmud-Ea created. 
Marduk masterfully designed. 

Ea the wise created the aborigines, 

(Gen 2:7-15) 

Marduk ordered them to work for the divine assembly. 

A Sumerian seal depicting Marduk battling a winged dragon 
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What an incomprehensible task, 
What a work of art. 

The aborigine designed by Marduk, 
The savage executed by Nudimnmd. 

Marduk the king split the divine elders into groups, 
Appointed Anu their supervisor. 

Marduk stationed three hundred elders in the heavens above, 
Three hundred more on the earth below. 
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§§lJ To celebrate Marduk's coronation, the divine assembly builds the 
Esagi1a, a great ziggurat in the city of Babylon. The culmination 
of the cosmology of creation occurs when the divine assembly 
transfers their divine titles to Marduk and establishes the Baby-
lonian celebration of the akitu New Year, when the Enuma Elish 
Stories were to be retold in honor of Marduk, the divine warrior 
who delivered Babylon from its enemies. 

VI:48-75, 95-114 

The divine elders spoke to Marduk their Lord: 

"You have freed us, 
Therefore, we must glority you. 

We will construct a House for Marduk known throughout the land 
Its precincts will be our place of comfort and rest." 

Ziggurat of Ur 
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Pleased with these words, Marduk glowed with pleasure. 
He instructed the divine assembly: 

"Build my House in Babylon! 
Lay its bricks, 
Make it a sacred place." 

For a year the divine elders labored, 
And in the second year they completed the Esagila, 

A ziggurat higher than the House of Ea, 
A House of Marduk to rival the House of Ea... (1 Kgs 8:12-13) 

Enthroned within his House, Marduk convened the divine assembly, 
The divine elders and warriors were all seated at his banquet table. 

Marduk proclaimed, "This, too, is your House. 
Take your seats and enjoy its pleasures!" 

The divine assembly bowed down and affirmed Marduk's power. 
They uttered a sacred oath of allegiance, cursing all violators. 

They solemnized their vow touching water and oil to their throats. 
They officially crowned Marduk as "Ruler of the Divine Assembly." 

Anshar the Ancient spoke for all, saying, 
"When Marduk speaks, the divine assembly will take heed and 

obey. 
His word shall be the law in the heavens and on the earth .... 

He shall rule unrivalled. 
He shall shepherd the Black-Headed People, 

His own creation shall retell the story of his triumph to all gen-
erations. 

Marduk shall ensure that the divine assembly receives due offerings, 
That their sanctuaries are maintained, 
And that the sweet smell of incense fills their sacred chambers. 

He shall order the earth to be a mirror of what transpires in heaven, 
Its people serving him and caring for the needs of the divine 

assembly. 



A Babylonian seal depicting Marduk harnessing the Mushashu dragon 
and the waters of chaos 
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