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Ordinary Time, A 
Season Of Growth

The season of the Church Year known as “Ordinary Time” is 
the longest stretch of Sundays, lasting more than half of 
the calendar year.

The term “ordinary” is not meant to imply “normal” or “boring”, 
but comes from the word “ordinal”, as in order and numbers 
and counting. It’s the season when we count the Sundays - the 
third Sunday after Pentecost, the fourth Sunday after Pentecost, 
etc. And as a season, its focus is on growth and formation, as 
individuals and as a congregation. All the readings and prayers 
during this season are focused on the work of the Spirit in the 
life of the Church, and perhaps this is why Ordinary Time is so 
long: we need the time to stretch our faith and to grow. 
In this edition of the Parish News, we provide some resources 
for growth and formation throughout. And don’t miss the 
Ordinary Time Toolshed at the back of the newsletter - it’s a 
bank of resources we highly recommend, from magazines to 
books to podcasts and more.  
Derek Sweatman
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8/18 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
FAMILY BOARD GAME NIGHT

Date: Sunday, August 18  
Time: 6:00pm 
What: Dinner, board games, good old  
 fashioned family competition!

RSVP through the app or email Lindsey at 
lindsey@atlantachristianchurch.org 

8/21 FIRST NEIGHBORHOOD WALK-UP 
WEDNESDAY

We’re setting out free coffee every Wednesday on 
our front porch for students and neighbors.  
Date: Every Wednesday, starting August 21 
Time: 7:00am

Want to help with this? Email Derek at 
derek@atlantachristianchurch.org 

9/7 MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 
OVERNIGHT TRIP

The Middle & High School group is having an 
overnight at the lake right after Labor Day Weekend. 
Date: Saturday, September 7-8 
Cost: TBA

Watch your email for more details. 

9/29 GREENHOUSE EVENT: AN 
EVENING FOR VOLUNTEERS

We’ve planned an evening for all our volunteers 
complete with food, drinks, entertainment, awards, 
and vision. Mark your calendars and watch your 
mailbox for the official invitation.  
Date: Sunday, September 29  
Time: 6:00pm to 7:30pm

mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
mailto:lindsey@atlantachristianchurch.org
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A Gathered People: The 
Practice Of Assembly

There’s a scene in The Big Bang Theory 
where Sheldon Cooper and Amy Farrah 
Fowler meet for the first time. They're 
talking about their upbringing, which leads 
to the subject of religion, and these two 
lines are gold: 
Amy: “I don’t object to the concept of a 
deity, but I’m baffled by the notion of one 
that takes attendance.”  

Sheldon: “Well then, you might want to 
avoid East Texas.”  

The joke here is, of course, on Texas and the 
church culture of the South. And Amy’s riff 
on a God who takes attendance is just, well, 
hilarious. Of course God isn't really taking 
attendance, and of course everyone in Texas 
is not attending a church. But there does 
exist in the Church (Big C) a sense of 
obligation to be present, to show up to 
services, and to assemble. Why?  
The Assembly Is Set Up To Help Us Grow 
In Our Faith…With Others

Faith is too complicated to go it alone. You 
can try it, but you’ll eventually need 
answers and council and prayer. Like any 
discipline that forms and shapes us, we 
need people to be present for our journey: 
people who have been there; people who 
can champion us along the way; and people 

who can sit with us in our doubts and 
struggles.  
The Assembly Teaches Us To Be More 
Inclusive & Patient With People

Whether you're in a small group or you 
serve on Sunday morning team or you 
simply share a pew with strangers,  the 
Church is designed to be a place for all 
people, and that means growing in our 
patience and practice of inclusion. We learn 
what it means to welcome people as Christ 
welcomed people.  
The Assembly Allows Us The Space To 
Practice Service 

When we are in community with people, 
and when we are attentive to the lives of 
those around us, we are in a position to 
listen for and respond to needs. This is true 
both in and outside the Church, and our 
participation with the Church is a way to 
practice this discipline of service.  
As we enter the Fall season, make it a 
priority to be with your Parish, to get up on 
Sundays and make your way to the building 
to assemble and share in the experience of 
faith with others. 

It always seems like pastors are harping on people to “be here” or “don’t miss this 
Sunday” or “seriously, don’t miss this Sunday!” 
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Parish Needs & Projects
SUNDAY MORNINGS

PRE-K & ELEMENTARY LEADERS
With the growth of our children’s 
areas, we are looking for several 
people to join the Sunday morning 
rotation in the Preschool and 
Elementary classes. Most positions 
serve on a rotation of once a month, 
sometimes once every three weeks. 
If you’re interested in more 
information, contact Lindsey at 
lindsey@atlantachristianchurch.org 

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL
We are looking to add another 
leader or two to this growing area of 
our church. This includes:  

• Helping out with Sunday 
mornings (on a rotation) 

• Helping with events (day trips, 
outings, retreats, etc.) 

To find out more, contact Lindsey 
Self (email to the left)

SOUND TEAM
We are currently adding to the team 
of people who run sound during our 
Sunday morning worship, and we 
could a few more to join the 
rotation! Training is provided. If you 
are interested, please contact 
Jonathan Goldin at 
jgoldin1@gmail.com. 

DURING THE WEEK

GROUNDS PRAYER MEALS FOR STUDENTS

Until we are able to get all the lawn 
equipment we need  (and a shed to 
store it all in), we are looking for 
people who can bring their own 
gear and take care of the property 
by cutting the grass, weed-eating, 
edging and cleaning off the 
sidewalk, and blowing the parking 
lot. If you can help, contact Derek at 
derek@atlantachristianchurch.org. 

If you are interested in praying for 
the needs of the people in our 
church, we’d love to turn you loose 
to do so! Each week we receive 
prayer requests, and if you’d like to 
join us in praying for those, let 
Derek know (email to the left). 

Our kitchen will be installed this 
month, and one of the projects we’d 
like to implement this coming 
school year is a monthly meal for 
the Georgia Tech students who live 
in the neighborhood. This will 
involve cooking, serving, and 
hanging out with students in the 
youth room. If that sounds amazing 
to you, let Derek know ASAP! 

  BREAD COFFEEHOUSE MEAL TEAM: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, EMORY UNIVERSITY

Bread Coffeehouse is a ministry to students on the campus of Emory University, and once a week they 
provide a meal for those living on campus. We are signed to help cook and serve that meal on Thursday, 
September 19. If you’d like to help that evening, everything starts at 4:30pm in the kitchen at the Bread 
House on Clifton Road. Email derek@atlantachristianchurch.org to sign up. 

mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
mailto:lindsey@atlantachristianchurch.org
mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
mailto:derek@atlantachristianchurch.org
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Ordinary Time Toolshed
The following list of resources are ones we recommend for faith formation. Stop by the 
Cafe Library between the offices and sanctuary on Sunday mornings to check out some 
of these resources yourself. 

Mockingbird Magazine

The people over at Mockingbird design and 
put out some really good stuff, and their 
quarterly magazine is worth the money! We 
currently have several copies of their latest 
issue in the Cafe Library (between the 
offices and the sanctuary) for you to check 
out. Stop by on Sundays !  
More at: www.mbird.com  
Devotional Classics: Selected Readings 
for Individuals and Groups

BOOK: This book is designed for a daily or 
weekly reading schedule, and is filled with 
devotional readings from both ancient and 
modern Christian thinkers - from Gregory of 
Nyssa (Fourth Century) to Julian of Norwich 
(Fifteenth Century) to C.S. Lewis (Twentieth 
Century) and more. The readings are broken 
into the six spiritual disciplines: 
contemplative, holiness, charismatic, social 
justice, evangelical, and incarnational. Each 
reading comes with reflection questions 
and personal/group exercises.  
Soul Feast: An Invitation to the Christian 
Spiritual Life, by Marjorie J. Thompson

BOOK: This book is in its twenty-fourth year 
and continues to be a mainstay of spiritual 
formation for Christians of every tradition. 
Each chapter focuses on a specific spiritual 
practice, along with reflection questions to 
work through as you read.  

A Theology Of The Ordinary,                      
by Julie Canlis

BOOK: This little book is only 67 pages 
long, and is actually the scripts to several 
lectures by Julie Canlis at the Whitworth 
University in Spokane, Washington (2016). 
It is a refreshing look at what it means to 
live an ordinary life. Her husband, Matt 
Canlis, recently filmed a documentary in 
Scotland on the same subject. Check that 
out at: www.livegodspeed.org  
Pray As You Go

DAILY PODCAST: Pray As You Go is a daily 
devotional podcast, each episode guiding 
you through the Scripture given for the day 
on the Church Calendar. It includes 
meditative prompts, readings, and music. 
All episodes are no more 12min long. You 
can download the app onto your phone and 
start your day with this while commuting to 
work.  
More at: www.pray-as-you-go.org  
Drama Of Scripture Lectures

AUDIO SERIES: Derek Sweatman will be 
recording his university lectures this fall and 
making those available to anyone who 
would like to listen in! These cover the 
basics of the Bible (and its theology) and 
are given at Point University in West Point, 
GA.

Mockingbird Magazine, The 
Family Issue (August 2019)

http://www.mbird.com
http://www.livegodspeed.org
http://www.pray-as-you-go.org
http://www.mbird.com
http://www.livegodspeed.org
http://www.pray-as-you-go.org
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Parish Spotlight

ADDY CHOI

Addy Choi has been a part of Atlanta Christian Church since 2007 and has been a serving presence during almost 
all of her 12 years here, currently serving as the leader of the Host Team on Sunday mornings. Addy was born 
outside of Chicago, IL, grew up in Fort Wayne, IN and Knoxville, TN. (Her parents immigrated to the U.S. from Korea 
in the 1950s.) She moved to Atlanta after graduating from Duke University, and has never left!  
She currently works for Travelport, a travel technology company where’s she been for the last five years. Her 
background is in research, analytics, and product marketing. And in her own words: “I’m also a survivor of job loss 
due to restructuring and acquisitions, and more than happy share career advice and tips!”  
On Sundays you’ll find Addy working Host Team, meeting new people, and making sure everyone feels welcomed 
and a part of the church. 



Assembly means nothing apart from the sacrificial lives of the 
people of God, but assembly is essential in shaping the 
lifestyle of the gathered. Through worshipping assemblies 
God’s people experience the grace of God’s presence and the 
covenant community is empowered to bear witness even in its 
weakness. Through worship gatherings we proclaim the story 
of redemption, the renovation of our lives, and the reclamation 
of the world by the Creator. 
John Mark Hicks 
A Gathered People

Photos by Andrea Jenkins & Joel Mooneyhan
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