
AN EXERCISE IN MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE 
Text: 1 John 4:7-12 

 
Instructions 
Memorizing Scripture is a daunting task. The Bible is no small collection of writings. It’s 
quite extensive and, at times, can be fairly boring. But learning it and getting to know 
the stories and the images is a worthwhile practice. The more Scripture we know, the 
more it animates our daily lives, and the more we’re able to encourage others with its 
words and promises. So, to help you take a step into this practice of memorizing, 
we’ve created a simple assignment to get you started:  
 

q Learn the passage below by reading it regularly throughout the week until you 
start to learn its rhythm, its language, and its focus 

q Write down key words and phrases that are repeated 
q See if you can break the passage apart into logical groupings 
q Rewrite the passage in your own words – use your creativity here: you may retell 

the passage in a poem or in a piece of art or in a song or simply just as a 
paraphrase…the sky’s the limit! 

 
If you’re up to it, email Derek your finished product. If you rewrote it, just email what 
you wrote. If it’s a journal entry, send a picture of that. Perhaps it’s a video of you 
reciting the passage. Whatever you want to send in will be great! The key is here is not 
so much a word for word recital, but evidence of a learned and internalized version of 
the passage from your own words.  
 
Email: derek@atlantachristianchurch.org  
 
1 John 4:7-12*  
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God 
sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not 
that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 
*English Standard Version 


