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ADVENT TWO 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The middle two weeks of the Advent season focus on the story of John the Baptizer. In part, this 

is because he acted as the herald of the coming Christ, the forerunner of Jesus. His calling was 

to “prepare the way of the Lord” (Mark 1:3), which meant he stood as a pastor of sorts for 

Israel, helping to shape their life and relationship with God as a way of readying the people for 

the Messiah. But it’s the geography of John’s ministry that carries power. We find John not in 

the city center, but in the “wilderness” of Judea around the Jordan River, a place of transition 

between the countryside and civilization. It’s also away from the power structures of the day. 

It’s marginal in location. (It’s also symbolic for Israel as the place where they passed through 

the Jordan into the Promised Land. John was taking them back to their roots!) Mark’s Gospel 

begins away from the power structures and deep in the margins of the wilderness, where we 

hear a voice announcing God’s grace and mercy to the world.  

 

DISCUSSION  

1. How do you typically respond when someone says, “I have some news for you”? Do you 

immediately dig in to find out whether it’s good or bad news? Do you avoid them? What 

do you do?  

2. What’s some of the best news you received this past year?  

3. Read Mark 1:1-8. The opening sentence of Mark’s account has the word “gospel” in it, a 

word that means good news. Whatever the Jesus story is about it, we learn first that it is 

good. Growing up, was the story of Jesus told in a way that was “good” or was it a 

negative or even bad story?  

4. When you think about what you know of Jesus, what makes his story good? What 

makes his message good?  

5. Verses 7-8 describe a little bit of the life and ministry of John. His calling was to 

announce the coming of God’s Messiah and the good news of His grace and mercy. He 

did this in the margins of the wilderness, away from the power structures. This become 

a bit symbolic for the ways in which Jesus would live and perform his ministry, among 

those in the margins. When was the last time you felt marginalized or sidelined?  

6. Part of the good news is that it comes to us in those wilderness places and experiences, 

that Jesus is not removed from us. Why is that a needed message in your life?  
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