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Jesus meets up  
with Peter.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me more than these?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to 
him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do 
you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; 
you know that I love you.” He said to 
him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the 
third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was grieved because he said to 
him the third time, “Do you love me?” and 
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; 
you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to 
you, when you were young, you used to 
dress yourself and walk wherever you 

wanted, but when you are old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and another will 
dress you and carry you where you do not 
want to go.” (This he said to show by what 
kind of death he was to glorify God.) And 
after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

English Standard Version (ESV)

JOHN 21:15-19



WHEN THEY HAD FINISHED BREAKFAST 
This phrase in verse 19 signals that we’re still 
on the shore of the sea of Galilee; this not 
another story in another location. Apparently 
the conversation Jesus has with Peter 
happens right then and there, though 
probably off to the side. 

THREE REDEEMING MOVEMENTS 
Like a lot of places in the Gospels the writer 
of John does not tell us why Jesus chose to 
question Peter’s love for him three times. 
What seems most plausible is that Jesus is 
buying back those denials from Peter. 
Scholar Gerard Sloyan (Temple University) 
says: “It is impossible to prove this but 
equally pointless to deny it.”  

AN OMINOUS PREDICTION 
Verse 18 appears to be a prediction that 
Peter will die a martyr’s death. First Clement, 
a late-first century letter from Rome to the 
church at Corinth, references this, saying: 
“There is Peter, who because of unjust 
jealousy bore up under hardships not just 
once or twice, but many times; and having 
thus borne his witness he went to the place 
of glory that he deserved.” (1 Clement 5:4)

Let’s take a look at a few key 
features in this passage.

TOP THREE
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Journaling Prompts: What else did you 
see in the story? What other occurrences 
were interesting or confusing to you?



All four Gospels tell the story of Peter’s 
denial of Jesus, but John alone fleshes out 
the experience in more detail. But what 
actually happened? 

Whatever it was that Peter would deny, 
Jesus told him that it would be so during the 
Last Supper (see John 13:36-38). It is 
important here to remember that Jesus is 
not making Peter deny him; he is simply 

predicting future behavior. It is often 
thought that Peter denied knowing Jesus, 
and that he distanced himself from his 
friendship with Jesus. This is not the case; 
what Peter denied was being Jesus’ disciple. 
(When your leader is arrested, you are not 
inclined to stick around too long or to be 
associated with him in any sort of official 
manner, as you would be next.)

What did exactly  
did Peter deny?

PERSPECTIVE

NOTES

THERE HE IS |  PAGE 4

Personal Reflection: What sort of situations 
cause you to deny being Jesus’ disciple? 



The first reaction to Jesus we see in John’s Gospel is that people are drawn to follow him. We 
first see this in John 1:35-37, where some of John the Baptist’s disciples end up following 
Jesus, making the first response to Jesus in John's Gospel being discipleship. When we get to 
the end of John’s Gospel, the final act of Jesus ends up being the same: he calls his disciples 
to continue following him (see John 21:19, 22). John has bracketed his Gospel with the call to 
follow Jesus, with every story, every teaching, and every scene that lies in between laced 
together with the invitation to “come and see” who Jesus is; the whole Gospel is about 
personal discovery. Activity: How has you own personal journey with Jesus been one of 
ongoing discovery? 

As in the beginning, may it also be 
in the end. 

REFLECTIONS
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A place for you to take notes 
during our class!

NOTES
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