
Resurrection Stories in John’s Gospel

Week 4 | John 21:1-14 
Atlanta Christian Church



THERE HE IS |  PAGE 2

Jesus appears to seven of his 
disciples.

After this Jesus revealed himself again to 
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he 
revealed himself in this way. Simon 
Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael 
of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two others of his disciples were 
together. Simon Peter said to them, “I am 
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go 
with you.” They went out and got into the 
boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on 
the shore; yet the disciples did not know 
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They 
answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast 
the net on the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now 

they were not able to haul it in, because of 
the quantity of fish. That disciple whom 
Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was 
the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he 
was stripped for work, and threw himself 
into the sea. The other disciples came in the 
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 
were not far from the land, but about a 
hundred yards off. 

Continued on the next page.

JOHN 21:1-14
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Jesus appears to seven of his 
disciples (cont.)

When they got out on land, they saw a 
charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, 
and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some 
of the fish that you have just caught.” So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the 
net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. 
And although there were so many, the net 
was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come 
and have breakfast.” Now none of the 
disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 
They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came 
and took the bread and gave it to them, and 
so with the fish. This was now the third time 
that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after 
he was raised from the dead. 
 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

JOHN 21:1-14



NATHANAEL IS BACK 
In this story we see that Nathanael (among 
others) is mentioned as one of the disciples. 
The last time Nathanael appeared in the 
Gospel was in John 1:50 when Jesus said to 
him: “You will see greater things than these.” 
Between that story and this one, Nathanael 
drops completely off the Gospel’s radar. His 
reemergence here is a look back to those 
words Jesus spoke to him and that they had 
come to pass in the wake of the resurrection.   

PETER AND THE “BELOVED” DISCIPLE 
When the fish are caught, the “beloved” 
disciple recognizes that the man on the 
shore is Jesus. He says to Peter: “It is the 
Lord!” What follows is a similar scene to the 
empty tomb with Peter and the “beloved” 
disciple quickly making their way towards 
Jesus. This scene sets up the next two 
passages in John: Jesus with Peter (vv.15-19) 
and the closing passage from the “beloved” 
disciple himself (vv. 20-25).  

THERE IS STILL SOMETHING STRANGE 
Unable to immediately recognize Jesus, we 
are again reminded that something about 
him post-resurrection was different. 

Let’s take a look at a few key 
features in this passage.

TOP THREE
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Journaling Prompts: What else did you 
see in the story? What other occurrences 
were interesting or confusing to you?



Read the Gospels closely enough and you’ll 
notice how much Jesus eats! In Luke’s 
Gospel alone, there are something like 8-9 
different scenes where Jesus is sharing a 
meal with people. And many of these 
resurrection appearances in both John and 
the other Gospels also involve food. Back to 
Luke’s Gospel, the story of the two disciples 

on the way home to Emmaus don’t even 
realize they’re talking with Jesus until he sits 
down and breaks bread with them at the 
table. It appears that Jesus’ meal behaviors 
functioned as an announcement of the kind 
of God we have, one who is most interested 
in relationship and intimacy.

Let’s talk about the relationship 
between Jesus and food.

JOHN 21:12-14

NOTES
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When you think about God, what kind of 
relationship you imagine God wanting with 
you? What does intimacy with God look like?



Fishing was the vocational background for many of the disciples. It was the way and the 
means of life for these men and their families. In our passage we find the disciples heading 
back into the water, with Peter exclaiming: “I’m going fishing.” Not for fun, but for work; it’s 
important to remember that. Is it strange to you that the disciples sought the normalcy of life 
even after the resurrection? What might be the lesson for us in this part of the story? 

Simon Peter said to them: “I am 
going fishing.”

REFLECTIONS
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A place for you to take notes 
during our class!

NOTES
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