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A week later Jesus finally appears 
to Thomas.

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the 
Twin, was not with them when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of 
the nails, and place my finger into the mark 
of the nails, and place my hand into his side, 
I will never believe.” 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside 
again, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out 
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered 
him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” 
 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

JOHN 20:24-29



ONE OF THE TWELVE, ALSO A TWIN 
The designation “one of the twelve” is the 
same one that John used to describe Judas 
Iscariot in John 6:17, a strange comparison! 
As for the nickname “the twin”, the name 
Thomas in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek 
means “twin.” It could be that Thomas did 
have a twin sibling or that there may have 
been another disciple with the same name.  

OVERLAP & SEQUENCE  
A piece of the story that’s easy to miss is that 
Thomas was in fact with the disciples on the 
same day that Jesus appeared to them, it’s 
just that he was too late, as Jesus had 
already left. (see John 20:24-25) So, the first 
news of the resurrection for Thomas came 
from the disciples themselves, but Thomas 
wanted to see Jesus for himself.  

EVERY ONE OF THEM DOUBTED  
The central progression of these initial 
resurrection appearances moves from 
disbelief to belief. Thomas’ request to “see” 
and “touch” not only seems to be a logical 
pathway to faith, but was also what the 
disciples received when they saw the 
resurrected Jesus. (see John 20:20)

Let’s take a look at a few key 
features in this passage.

TOP THREE
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Journaling Prompts: What else did you 
see in the story? What other occurrences 
were interesting or confusing to you?



In verse 29 Jesus says: “Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.” Again, we are confronted with 
one of John’s largest themes: the 
relationship between seeing and believing, 
seen most in the oft-repeated phrase 
throughout the Gospel “come and see.” 

Jesus here appears to point forward to 
those of us who would come to believe 
through the message and preaching of the 
apostles, and how those of us who believe 
without seeing are somehow “blessed” in 
our faith. 

Let’s explore this blessing Jesus 
speaks of at the end of this scene.

JOHN 20:29

NOTES
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What might Jesus have meant when he 
called future generations of believers (who 
believe without having seen) blessed?



Immediately following the story of Thomas seeing Jesus, John writes what appears to be a 
conclusion to his Gospel account in verses 30-31, even though more remains (more on this in 
the weeks to come). In these two verses John references all sorts of things Jesus said and did 
that were not recorded in his Gospel. Activity: Write down questions you have about this? 
What sorts of things do you wonder about Jesus doing that aren’t recorded? 

Extra: Something about John 
20:30-31 feels strange.

COMPARISONS
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A place for you to take notes 
during our class!

NOTES
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