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Jesus appears to his disciples, 
minus Thomas.

On the evening of that day, the first day of 
the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples were glad when 
they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, even so I am sending you.” And 
when he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, 
it is withheld.” 

 
English Standard Version (ESV) 

Pro Tip: As you read through the passage, 
highlight words and phrases that stand 
out or raise questions for you. Or look for 
patterns like repeated words and 
phrases. John wrote with an intentional 
precision, and there are things to find as 
you read.

JOHN 20:19-23



WHY ARE THE DOORS LOCKED?  
As far as Rome was concerned, Jesus had 
been crucified due to an act of treason by 
calling himself a king (John 18:33-37). 
Customarily the executed leader’s followers 
would be sought out and dealt with as well, 
thus they are locked away. When John says 
the doors were locked “for fear of the Jews”, 
he is referring to certain Jewish leaders who 
might expose them, not all Jews in general.  

THE SCARS AND WOUNDS 
Again, John has Jesus showing the disciples 
his physical self, even though he has risen 
from the dead. In Luke’s account of this story 
the disciples are afraid that Jesus is a ghost, 
and so the display of the wounds was to the 
benefit of their belief.  

BREATHING ON THE DISCIPLES 
Perhaps the strangest action in this story is 
the one where Jesus breathes onto the 
disciples. It is a callback to Genesis 2:7 (also 
Ezekiel 37:9) of God breathing new life into 
people. In John’s account, this represents an 
act of “new creation.” 

Let’s take a look at a few key 
features in this passage.

TOP THREE
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Journaling Prompts: What else did you 
see in the story? What other occurrences 
were interesting or confusing to you?



Jesus commissions his disciples here to be 
heralds and distributors of forgiveness. “Sin” 
is a complicated subject in John’s Gospel: 
for John, sin is not a moral category but a 
relational one. Here’s what that means: sin is 
defined throughout John’s Gospel as one’s 
inability to “see” or “believe” Jesus. The 
word for sin is the Greek word “Hamartia” 

which means “to fall short.” So for John, sin 
is the word for someone who is “not quite 
there yet” in their faith. In John 20:23 Jesus 
commissions his disciples to “forgive” those 
who do not yet believe, and not to withhold 
forgiveness for such people. In other words: 
be gracious and patient with those are 
struggling to see Jesus. 

Let’s explore the command to 
forgive the sins of others.

JOHN 20:23

NOTES
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How might this practice of forgiving the 
unbelief of others impact your faith? 



The closest version to our story in John 20:19-23 is Luke 24:38-40. Take a few minutes to 
compare the stories and make notes on the similarities and differences that you find. 

Let’s cross reference to 
appearance stories!

COMPARISONS
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A place for you to take notes 
during our class!

NOTES
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