
MALE LEADERSHIP IN THE BIBLE AND CHURCH: 

∼ Each member of the Godhead is represented as 
male: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  As a human, 
Jesus was necessarily male, because of the male 
roles he fulfilled (Son of God, Son of Man, Lamb 
of God, King, High Priest, etc). 

∼ All the known biblical authors are male (Moses, 
Isaiah, Matthew, John, Paul, etc).  Biblical 
storylines predominantly follow the actions and 
words of male characters. 

∼ Almost every major leader in OT Israel was 
male (Moses, Joshua, Saul, David, etc). 

∼ The lineage of the biblical Hebrew people was 
patriarchal (followed the father’s line). 

∼ All of the written prophets were male (Isaiah, 
Amos, Micah, Malachi, etc).  The most 
prominent prophets in Israel were male (Moses, 
Samuel, Elijah, Elisha, John the Baptist, etc).    

[At root, biblical prophecy is speaking a specific 
message from God.  NT prophecy may be most 
similar to what we call preaching / exposition.] 

∼ Jesus’ twelve apostles were all male.  When 
Judas died, only men were considered to take 
his place (Acts 1:21).  The number of 12 apostles 
is thought to emulate the 12 tribes of Israel, 
which descend from Jacob’s sons, not his 
daughter(s). 

∼ There is no indication in the NT that a female 
ever occupied the role of shepherd / overseer / 
elder.  If 1Timothy 3:11 refers to female deacons, 
there is no corresponding reference to female 
overseers.  Only men were selected to serve 
tables in Acts 6:1-6. 

∼ The NT consistently affirms that in marriage, wives 
are to submit to their husbands while husbands 
are to love their wives (1Corinthians 11:3, 
Ephesians 5:22-33, Colossians 3:18-19, 1Peter 3:1-7, 
see also Genesis 3:16-17). 

FEMALE LEADERSHIP IN THE BIBLE AND CHURCH: 

∼ God is Spirit, and therefore without human gender.  There are several 
feminine or maternal images of God in Scripture (e.g. Deuteronomy 
32:11-12, 18; Isaiah 42:14, 49:15, 66:13; Psalm 123:2-3; Luke 13:34, 15:8-10).  
Females, along with males, are equally created in the image of God 
(Genesis 1:27, 5:1-2). 

∼ There are a few anonymously authored books of the Bible (Ruth, 
Esther, Hebrews).  There are many female characters whose actions 
and words are part of God’s Word.  Some of these are verbal prayers 
(1Samuel 2:1-10; Luke 1:46-55), songs (Exodus 15:21, Judges 5), prophecies 
(Luke 2:36-38), and gospel proclamations (Matt 28:7-10, John 4:28-29, 39-42). 

∼ Miriam, whose brothers were Moses and Aaron, was considered a 
leader of Israel (Exodus 15:20-21, Micah 6:4).  Deborah was a judge/
leader of Israel (Judges 4-5).  Esther became queen in the Persian 
empire, and may be considered a Jewish leader (Esther 2:17, 4:14). 

∼ Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus (1:1-17) follows the father’s line until Mary, 
the mother of Jesus.  It also includes four women from the OT, each 
being Gentiles who showed faith in the God of Israel (Tamar, Rahab, 
Ruth, Bathsheba).  Luke’s genealogy (3:23-38) is thought by some to 
follow Mary’s ancestry back to David (rather than Joseph’s). 

∼ OT prophets include Miriam (Exodus 15:20), Deborah (Judges 4:4), 
Huldah (2Kings 22:14; 2Chronicles 34:22), and Isaiah’s wife (Isaiah 8:3). 
NT prophets include Anna (Luke 2:36-38), Mary the mother of Jesus with 
other women (Acts 1:14, 2:4,17) and the women of 1Corinthians 11:1-16.  
Joel predicts a day when both men and women will prophesy (Joel 
2:28-29), which is fulfilled on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2.  The 
evangelist Philip had four daughters who prophesied (Acts 21:8-9).    
False prophets include Noadiah (Neh 6:14) and “Jezebel” (Rev 2:20). 

∼ Jesus accepted many women as his disciples, some of whom financed 
his ministry (Luke 8:1-3).  Several women are used by God in teaching 
or proclamation roles in the NT.  Women are the first to proclaim 
Jesus’ resurrection (Luke 24:9-10).  Priscilla helps teach Apollos (Acts 
18:26), and Paul calls her his “co-laborer” (Romans 16:3).  Chloe is 
identified as a leader in the Corinthian church (1Cor 1:11).  Paul says 
Euodia and Syntyche “contended at my side for the gospel” (Phil 4:2-3). 

∼ In 1Timothy 3:11, the qualifications for the “women” are similar to 
those of the “deacons” in 3:8.  If 3:11 refers to deacons’ wives, there are 
no corresponding qualifications for overseers’ wives.    
Paul commends Phoebe as a diakonon / deacon (Romans 16:1).   
Acts specifies “both men and women” believers on several occasions 
(Acts 1:13-14, 2:17-18, 5:14, 8:3,12, 9:2, 16:13, 17:4,12, 22:4). 

∼ Interdependence and mutual submission in marriage are also taught 
throughout Scripture (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4-6, Mark 10:6-9, 
1Corinthians 7:2-5, 11:11-12, Ephesians 5:21, 1Peter 3:7). 

∼ Consider Galatians 3:28: “There is no longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female, but you are all one in Christ Jesus.”
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 See other handouts for a deeper discussion of these passages: Galatians 3:26-29, 1Corinthians 11:2-16, 14:32-36, 1Timothy 2:9-15. 


