
Life Group Homework 
Breaking Strongholds 

Week 6:  Abandoned Children – Orphans and Foster Care 
For the week of October 25, 2020 

 
Theme: The Bible tells us that children are gifts from God to us: “Children are a heritage from the Lord” (Psalm 127:3). 

Children need both of their parents in order for them to become stable, productive members of a community. Orphans – or 
parentless children – must always register on our spiritual radar. Our enemy wants to dismantle the family, separating 
moms and dads from their kids because, as always, doing so mocks God. Christianity is about keeping marriages intact 
for the sake of the kids (Cf. 1 Corinthians 7:14)  

 
(re)Connecting  

 What was the best surprise of your life? 

 What was the worst surprise of your life (and why)?  

 What movie, book, TV show, song, artist, or something similar does “everyone” love that you don’t like at all? 

 It’s Friday night after a terribly busy or difficult week…how do you spend it? 

 
Exploring God’s Story 

1. Read the following verses below and discuss how God views orphans & adoption and why. 

 Deuteronomy 10:12-22 (especially 18) 

 Psalm 68:5-6a 

 Matthew 18:1-6 (especially 5) 

 Ephesians 1:3-14 (especially 5) 

 John 14:15-18 

 Romans 8:12-17 
 
 

Examining Our Story within God’s Story 
2. Read the following verses and discuss what God is telling us about how we, as Christians, should respond and act 

regarding the topics of orphans, adoptions, and/or foster care. 

 Psalm 82:1-4 

 Proverbs 31:8-9 

 Matthew 25:31-46 (especially 40) 

 Isaiah 1:17 
 
3. Now read Isaiah 1:17 in its context, Isaiah 1:12-17, and discuss what added significance or depth its context adds to 

the meaning of verse 17. 
 

Breaking Through - Life Application 
4. Discuss if you have had any experience or exposure to orphans, adoption, and/or foster care and how it affected you. 
5. Discuss ways the church can serve the needs of orphans, adoption, and/or foster care. 
6. Discuss ways we, as Christian individuals and families, can serve the needs of orphans, adoption, and/or foster care. 

 

Digging Deeper (Read Galatians 5:16-25) 

7. Read James 1:27 and discuss how God views orphans, adoption, and/or foster care. 
8. Now, read the entire section of James 1:19-27 and discuss the significance of the placement of verse 27 at the end of 

this passage. 
9. Now read James 1:2-18 and discuss what that passage means and how it leads into and informs the last section (v. 

19-27) and, especially the final verse (27). 
 
 

Studying Further (Optional Additional Self-Study) 
Utilizing the prayer Jesus taught His disciples (Matthew 6:9-13), consider the following applications and questions 
concerning orphans, adoption, and/or foster care. 

1. “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name.”  

 What significance does recognizing and acknowledging God as a Father have? How does that apply to 
orphans, adoption, and/or foster care? 
 

2. “Your kingdom come; Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

 In our broken and fallen world, what do orphans and adoptees often experience that others do not? How 
can we, as the Church and as Christians, help in these situations? 
 

3. “Give us today Your daily bread.” 

 God knows what His children need every day. What material, emotional, physical, relational, physical, 
and/or spiritual needs to orphans and/or adoptees have and how can we, as the Church and as 
Christians, serve these needs? 
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4. “Forgive us our debts/trespasses, as we also have forgiven our debtors/trespassers.” 

 We need to ask the Lord for forgiveness when we think of ourselves more often than those in need. How 
have we, as the Church, and/or I, as an individual Christian, failed in the way I think and/or listening to 
God’s call when it comes to orphans and/or adoption? 
 

5. “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 

 What areas in our lives are we tempted to focus on our needs rather than serving others, especially 
regarding orphans, adoption, and/or foster care? The evil one wants to prevent or destroy God’s plan for 
a loving home and family. In what ways does he do this and in what ways can we battle him? 

 
 
Scripture Used (in order, in ESV: English Standard Version) 
 
Deuteronomy 10:12-22 (especially 18) 

12 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his 
ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13 and to keep the 
commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today for your good? 14 Behold, to the Lord 
your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. 15 Yet the Lord set his heart in 
love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 16 Circumcise 
therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. 17 For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of 
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. 18 He executes justice for 
the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing. 19 Love the sojourner, therefore, 
for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 20 You shall fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to 
him, and by his name you shall swear. 21 He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and 
terrifying things that your eyes have seen. 22 Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and now the Lord 
your God has made you as numerous as the stars of heaven. 
 

Psalm 68:5-6a 
5 Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 
    is God in his holy habitation. 
6 God settles the solitary in a home; 
    he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 
    but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

 
Matthew 18:1-6 (especially 5) 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2 And calling to him 
a child, he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
 
5 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6 but whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned 
in the depth of the sea. 

 
Ephesians 1:3-14 (especially 5) 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places, 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to 
the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. 11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 
praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 
him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 



Life Group Homework 
Breaking Strongholds 

Week 6:  Abandoned Children – Orphans and Foster Care 
For the week of October 25, 2020 

John 14:15-18 
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will 
come to you. 

 
Romans 8:12-17 

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if you live 
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

 
Psalm 82:1-4 

God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment: “How long will you judge 
unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the 
afflicted and the destitute. Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

 
Proverbs 31:8-9 

Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the 
rights of the poor and needy. 
 

Matthew 25:31-46 (especially 40) 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say 
to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison 
and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe 
you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.’ 
 
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger 
and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then 
they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of 
the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.” 

 
Isaiah 1:12-17 

12 “When you come to appear before me, who has required of you this trampling of my courts? Bring no more vain 
offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations—I cannot endure 
iniquity and solemn assembly. Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a 
burden to me; I am weary of bearing them. When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even 
though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves 
clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause. 

 
James 1:2-27 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of 
your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing. 
 
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him. 6 
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by 
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the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded 
man, unstable in all his ways. 
 
9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he 
will pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty 
perishes. So also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits. 
 
12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of 
life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by 
God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is 
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully 
grown brings forth death. 
 
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
 
Hearing and Doing the Word 
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger 
of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 
 
22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and 
not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away 
and at once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 
being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 
 
26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this person's religion is 
worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 

 
 
 
 


