September 2026

tne

Vol. 39, No. 1

~OCUS

A Publication of the First Christian Reformed Church of Hanford

INSIDE:

A Decade In The Making
Thoughts from Pastor Andy
Notes from Pastor Vince
Deacon’s Report

GC Meeting Minutes

Ministry Spotlight:
Coffee Break

Birthdays & Annversaries
September Calendar
Library Update

Contact Information

From the
Pastor's Desk

Meeting God
on the Lord’s Day

by Pastor Eric Lynch
These past few weeks my family and | have had the privilege of gathering
together with you all for worship. The anticipation for this was huge for us
over the summer, and now we are excited to be here with you. A new family
to belong to, a church to call our own, and a people to meet God with in the
Means of Grace.
It's a beautiful thing to gather with God’s people on Sunday mornings, and
not just because of the people, but because God tells us that when we
gather in his name, he is present. Now, of course we can say he’s always
present, but there’s something different about the gathering of the saints on
the Lord’s Day. In Hebrews 10 it tells us we can have confidence to enter
the holy places by the blood of Jesus. This means that through Christ we
now have access to God, which was once only done by going to a physical
place (the temple) and offering an animal sacrifice. But now there’s no
longer a temple on earth, and in fact it says the church is the temple, built
together as living stones (Eph. 2:19-22 / 1 Pet. 2:4-5). And the rest of
Hebrews 10 helps us understand that as we draw near to God together we
are assured of our salvation, cleansed, and encouraged. (Cont. on Pg. 2)




(Cont. from Pg. 1)

That as we gather and confess the truth of God’s Word we aren’t just doing so out of a sense of
nostalgia, but we are truly entering God’s presence. This is why verses 24b - 25 tell us to not neglect
meeting together, as is the habit of some. Because Lord’s Day worship is not just a time of good
fellowship, but is integral for our life in Christ. We see this in Lord’s Day 25 of the Catechism that the
Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts by the preaching of the Holy Gospel, and confirms it by the use of
the holy sacraments.

These are the appointed means for God to do four things; (1) produce faith by the Holy Spirit, (2) to
strengthen that faith, (3) to seal God'’s salvation and sanctification to us, and (4) to be present with his
people.

So, when we gather with God’s people as God calls us together on Sunday we don’t just come into any
space, but we enter into the heavenly places. And by entering the heavenly places we receive from God
and are being built into the kind of people that are marked by the kingdom. We become gospel people.
Then God sends us out filled with gospel hope into a world to share that light. This is what the Means of
Grace does for us. This is what gathering for Lord’s Day worship does for us as we receive assurance,
cleansing, and encouragement.

So, as he gathers us once again this Sunday to praise his name and to hear his Word, let us not forget
that he is present and he is building us together into a spiritual house for his glory!

~ Pastor Eric
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For the relaunch of the Focus, | was asked to offer a bit of a reflection as we enter
this next season and chapter at First CRC. For eight of the last ten years — seven
of them as chair — I've had a seat on our Governing Council, and as | roll off the
board in a couple of weeks, there's a lot to reflect on: the highs and lows that have
brought us here, and where we're headed next.

A decade ago, First CRC adopted a new governance structure and a reframed
sense of our mission as a church; a belief to where God was calling us next. Out
of that change came a simple, shared commitment — to make "More and Better
Disciples."

As | shared at our congregational meeting recently, we had a plan. But reality was
a hillside full of obstacles. The structural changes were met with a variety of
opinions, from positive to deep concern. Then in early 2019, immigration
challenges sent Pastor Justin back to Canada before the new model had fully
taken root. We turned to Pastor Lambert, first as interim, then as lead pastor. Then
COVID tested every congregation's capacity to walk together. When Lambert
retired in 2022, our nearly four-year search to find a Lead Pastor began. Our staff
stepped up to fill the gaps, along with the aid of Pastor Loren, our transitional
minister, to keep our ministry moving forward.

Through each of these challenges, God provided the gift of time — time to grow in
patience, time to reflect, time to develop a deeper understanding of who we are as
a body, as a family. We tightened our governance documents around authority,
staffing, finances, and oversight. We had good, honest, and needed conversations
with each other.

That work, and that growth, bore fruit in recently calling Eric Lynch, whose love for
preaching God's Word and desire to work collaboratively with our Council and staff
have been evident from the start.

To the congregation: thank you. Your prayers, your notes of encouragement, your
patience through the uncertainty — it mattered more than you know.

With the changes made, the addition of Eric, and the committed leadership of our
elders and deacons...For the first time in ten years, we're positioned to carry out

this model at full strength, pursuing our simple mission: to make more and better

disciples.

Our plan still won't be a straight line. But | trust we'll keep facing the hillside with
wisdom, discernment, and a heart for our unchurched neighbors.

Your Pran

Reavimy




Thank you, First CRC of Hanford, for all the prayers for my
Thoughts from family and me over the last few years. As you know, | came

Pastor Andy here to be the Pastor of Discipleship. Plans changed when
Pastor Lambert retired.

Although | have been happy to teach from the pulpit and write our Life Group studies, |
have always felt the Lord had other plans for me here—namely, ensuring our church
glorifies God by faithfully discipling the men, women, and children of this congregation.

Thankfully, Pastor Eric is here, and our workload is no longer greater than our pastoral
staff can handle. Therefore, you can expect a renewed focus from me on the areas
under my initial purview: youth and children’s ministries, Life Groups, adult education
opportunities, and providing pastoral care in coordination with our elders.

| am incredibly excited about what the Lord has in store for us here at First CRC of
Hanford. You can expect me to focus on partnering with our ministry leaders and
volunteers to ensure they have the tools they need to run their ministries effectively.
Look for upcoming improvements to our Life Group studies and service projects!

What else will | be working on? Pastor Eric and | are discussing that right now with our
council. In the next few months, we will rewrite my job description to ensure we meet
the church’s needs while assigning pastoral staff tasks in areas where each of us is
most gifted. We are looking closely at all discipleship opportunities. | would love to hear
your input concerning what we need, what we are doing well, and what we can do
better.

Finally, Life Groups start the week of October 4th. Mark it on your calendars! Life
Groups are an essential part of our ministry at First CRC. We connect with God and one
another in our groups. The more groups we have, the more opportunities our members,
new members, and neighborhood guests will have to enjoy Christian discipleship and
fellowship. Please prayerfully consider hosting or facilitating a Life Group, and let me
know if you are interested or have any questions!

Get more information on each Life Group Here




Worship:
A Vision of the Past,
Present, & Future

Notes from
Pastor Vince

Worship is more than what happens when we
gather on Sunday morning. Worship connects us
to God’s faithfulness in the past, His presence in
our lives today, and His promises for the future.
At its heart, worship helps us become the people
God has called us to be—and equips us to make
more and better disciples—by continually forming
and reforming us daily.

We worship by remembering the past.
Throughout Scripture, God’s people are
repeatedly called to remember what God has
done. We remember His creation, His
faithfulness, His covenant, His provision, and
most of all, the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. Remembering God’s faithfulness
strengthens our faith and reminds us that we
worship a God who has never abandoned His
people.

We worship by responding in the present.
Worship is not simply remembering what God has
done; it is responding to who God is and what He
is doing in our lives right now. Through prayer,
praise, Scripture, confession, communion,
service, and obedience, we offer ourselves to
God. As Romans 12:1 reminds us, our lives
themselves become “a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God.” Worship shapes our hearts
and transforms how we live.

We worship with hope for the future. Worship
also points us toward the day when God will
make all things new, and every nation will gather
before Him. As we look forward with hope, we
recognize that God has given us a mission today:
to go and make disciples. Our worship should
lead us beyond the sanctuary and into the world,

=
We Read

“And | am sure of this, that he who
began a good work in you will bring it
to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ.”
~ Philippians 1:6

We Confess

Canons of Dort
The Fifth Main Point of Doctrine
Article 3: God'’s Preservation
of the Converted
“Because of these remnants of sin
dwelling in them and also because of
the temptations of the world and
Satan, those who have been converted
could not remain standing in this grace
if left to their own resources. But God
is faithful, mercifully strengthening
them in the grace once conferred on
them and powerfully preserving them
in it to the end.”

We Sing
“When | fear my faith will fail
Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail
He will hold me fast
| could never keep my hold
Through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold
He must hold me fast.”

O@C

WHY A NEWSLETTER?

sharing the good news of Jesus and helping

. . Our FOCUS is to keep the members of First CRC informed
others grow in faith.

and engaged with the direction and vision of our church.
Our purpose is always to love and serve our Lord, Jesus
Christ, and as a result, to make more and better disciples.
This publication highlights that mission in motion through

When we remember the past, respond to God in
the present, and look toward His promised future,
worship becomes more than an event—it
becomes a way of life. And as we worship, we
are formed and equipped to fulfill Christ’s call to
make more and better disciples.

our past milestones, current ministries, and future plans.
Prayerfully read through these issues to discover where

your unique gifts may fit into our shared mission and, if you

haven't already, connect with one of the pastors or ministry
leaders for information on how to get involved.




July Giving Report

September Offering
Schedule

6 Benevolence

Monthly General Fund Receipts $ 43,643.79
Monthly General Fund Expenses $ 40,835.32 13 CASA
Monthly Difference $ 2,808.47 20 General
Year to date receipts $ 705,318.98 27 Faith Promise
Year to date Expenses $ 596,169.07
Year to date Difference $ 109,149.91 Benevolence
Ministry
Annual approved budget $ 854,600.00
As part of our routine
Percentage of Budget Covered 82.5% ?nonthly giving
following the
Percentage of Budget Expended 69.8% celebration of
Communion, our
GF receipts required per month to cover budget Benevolence fund
DI 2 < O VAR exists to help church
members and those in
Special Offering Collections — r:Jur community with
. short-term emergency
Benevolence Collection $5469.47 CASA Advocates aid. With your
Cadet: : : i
aveS _ give a voice to generous gifts, last
Capital Campaign $ 48,099.40 month we were able to
Common Ground abused and provide:
Emmanuel Bible Church neglected Medical Assitance
Faith Promise $3148.69 . . for 3 Families
GEMS children in foster
Gideons $147.82 care; investing in Funeral Expenses
Kings Gospel 216.26 ili
ing p $ hopeful futures. for 2 Families
KCAO
Living Water $1336.78 Financial
Love Inc. $104.38 THE NEED Hardship (food)
Mission India At any given time there are for 5 Families
Operation Christmas Blessing over 400 children and youth
Safe Families in the foster care system in Utility Expenses
Salvation Army $49.98 Kings County. Why do they for 2 Families
World Renew $ 234.00 need CASA?

Children in foster care have no
parental voice. They have been legally
separated from their parents because
of abuse and neglect, their parents
cannot speak for what is in their best
interests.

Children in foster care experience
frequent disruption and change. It
starts when they are removed from
their parents, but it doesn’t end there.

P

\CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

K

INGS COUNTY

These changes are often significant and
can include where they live and go to
school, friendships, social workers, and
health care providers.

Children in foster care experience
abuse, neglect, and other forms of
trauma that impacts their physical and
mental health, academic achievement,
and more.




The most recently approved Full Council Minutes From minutes from June 1, 2026 =—

Full Council Meeting Minutes
First Christian Reformed Church
Hanford, CA

Date: Monday, June 1, 2026
Time: 6:30 PM

Attendance

In Attendance: Stephen Banta, Robert Butts, Ryan Clark, Ben Dragt, Paul de Jong, Jimmy Goebel,
Tim Koelewyn, Darrell Kootstra, Adam Mackey, Murray Minnema, Darin Reenders, Scott
Schmidt, Aaron Schroeder, Pastor Andy Hanson

Excused Absence: Peter de Jong, Corey Reenders
Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chair Darrell Kootstra at 6:34 PM
Devotional and Prayer

Pastor Andy Hanson led a Council Devotion from John Maxwell and 1 Chronicles11:1-2 on
leadership and influence and opened with prayer
Approval of Minutes
Review of minutes
¢ Full Council Meeting (April 6, 2026)
O Motion to accept minutes as submitted by Adam Mackey, seconded Scott Schmidt,
unanimously approved
Governance Reports
* Governing Council
O GC Chair Darrell Kootstra gave a report on activity since the last meeting

« Touched on upcoming budget discussion

« Update from Buildings & Grounds Committee

« Update on Custodian Kevin Henderson’s status, tentative return date of July

o 24" and fill-in support from Adam Danieson as well as Noah and Sebastian
Hanson

« Update of AV Supervisor Justin Bos’s position including focus on audio, with
Communication Coordinator David Kohr to take on more responsibility with
slides

« Gave an update on the Lead Pastor arrival, highlighting the welcoming
committee, with Adam Mackey providing additional detail

« Updated the Full Council on the state of the Children’s Worship Ministry,
highlighting leaders needing a break for the summer with Tiffany Mackey and
Elena Godfrey stepping in to lead, with additional lead volunteers needed in
the fall

« Discussed Governing Council nominees

* Ministering Elders
O ME Chair Murray Minnema gave a report on activity since the last meeting
« Continued visitations, averaging 30 to 40 per month, working with Pastor
Andy to balance visitation work-load
« Facilitated Marilyn Maccagno’s Memorial Luncheon

Giving rides to church, and working to transfer that ministry to the
Ministering Deacons

Discussed update on Worship Guidelines including status of roll-out and
presentation to Eric Lynch

Discussed Ministering Elder nominees

* Ministering Deacons
©  MD Chair Jimmy Goebel gave a report on ongoing activity
» Continued oversight of giving, and preparation of monthly giving
statements Reached out to Nancy Hird and the Church in Costa Rica for
an update
« In contact with Eric Lynch
» Benevolence fund is supporting King’s Gospel Mission monthly
« Discussed Ministering Deacon nominees
« Treasurer Stephen Banta led a review of the revised draft of the 2026-27 budget
O  Changes per last meeting highlighted
O Motion to approve budget to present to congregation by Darrell Kootstra, seconded by
Jimmy Goebel, unanimously approved
¢ Chair Darrell Kootstra distributed our Letter of Call for Eric Lynch for Joel Renkema to deliver.
O All present Elders and Deacons signed

Mutual Censure
Closing prayer by Scott Schmidt and meeting adjourned at 8:22 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Aaron Schroeder, Clerk




LIFE GROUPS AT FIRST CRC\__
Our Goal is To have every member of our church involved - Llfe Groups '

in a Life Group or other similar small group Bible study.

Spiritual growth will flow out of two basic principles:
e Being committed to knowing God and His Word.
e Being committed to building significant Christian relationships.

» Life Groups are a key component of

First CRC's mission and vision. Here,
individuals can connect more deeply
with one another in a warm,
supportive environment founded

securely on the Word of God, the Bible.

» Each group is comprised of

approximately 8 to 12 people, and are
committed to meeting 7 weeks per
session, three times a year (Fall,
Winter & Spring).

» Life Groups are a structured yet

casual Bible study that fosters
spiritual health, the building of
meaningful friendships, and the
development of a supportive network
with others who seek to be more like

Jesus.

LIFE
GROUPS

Kick-off
September 27

Sunday
4:30 PM Marisa Phelps (559) 357-0453  Hanford

Monday

6:00 PM Vince Godfrey (559) 997-9457  Hanford
Adam Mackey (559) 381-7280

Tuesday

10:00 AM Elsie Barba (559) 589-5068 Hanford
Anita Lemos (559) 670-3875

6:00 PM Mike Noland (559) 816-3065 Kingsburg
David teVelde (559) 707-5038

6:30 PM Kevin Clifft (5592 331-4474 Hanford
Stephen Banta (480) 707-2835

7:00 PM Theo deHaan (559) 730-1294 Hanford

Wednesday

6:00 PM Andy Hanson 951-512-3597
George Wilgenburg 559-381-2844

Hanford

6:00 PM Tony Bekedam (559) 904-2943  Hanford
Ryan Clark (559) 415-5592

Thursday

6:30 PM Gerrit de Jong (559) 731-5840 Laton
Darrell Kootstra (559) 589-4006




COFFEE
BREAK

by Jeanne deHaan

Celebrating 40 Years of Faith and Fellowship: The Coffee Break Ministry

This past year Coffee Break celebrated 40 years of existence here at the First Christian

Reformed Church of Hanford. In those 40 years, hundreds of women have come to our Social
Hall to study from the Bible. They've learned about God and His love for us. Shortly after Daytime
Coffee Break began, Elsie Bowlby Barba was asked to start an Evening Coffee Break. They are
still meeting on Tuesday evenings and have 13 members with two leaders. In speaking with our
first Coffee Break director, Caroline Burris, | learned that in March of 1985, after much prayer and
planning, Coffee Break started with 30 ladies in 3 groups with leaders. It was a rousing success
and many women from the community, as well as women from our own church attended in
those first years. Fast forward to this past year, we have 70 women enrolled in 6 groups with 9
leaders. We have at least 40-50 ladies attending regularly on Wednesday mornings. It's not
unusual to run into someone in town and have them say, “Oh, | loved going to your Church’s
Coffee Break Bible Study!” What a wonderful ministry to be known for!

Daytime Coffee Break is starting again on September 16th for our 41st year! Meanwhile, we are

looking for a new director and additional leaders to join this worthwhile effort.

Call Jeanne deHaan or Pastor Andy Hanson if you are interested in getting involved




WOMEN'’S

STUDY
COFFEE
BREAK

C

COFFEE
BREAK

FIRST
CHRISTIAN
REFORMED
CHURCH

THE GOSPEL IN COMMUNITY

Women's Bible Study
Gayle Zonneveld 559-269-7600
jgzonneveld83@gmail.com

Women's Tuesday Evening Coffee Break
Carla Kootstra 559-286-8737
kootstracarla@gmail.com
Jennifer Koelewyn 559-707-5294
thekoelhouse@gmail.com

Men’s Life Bible Study
Bert Duyst 559-977-2724
ajduyst@comcast.net

Women's Wednesday Morning Coffee Break
Kim Spicer 559-469-7367
kspicerb3@aol.com

Gems - Girls 3" through 8" Grade
Shelaine Goebel 559-779-2136
skierlaine@hotmail.com

Cadets - Boys 3" through 8" Grade
Dave Danielson 559-381-6215
danielson6@comcast.net

Common Ground - 9" through 12" Grade
Kristen Reenders 559-707-7283
kristenreenders@gmail.com
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September Birthdays

wr

9/1 ROBERT BUTTS
95 EVELYN SCHROEDER S = QF

9/7 CANDI KOELEWYN

9/7 ANNEKE CLARK

9/8 KATE ZONNEVELD

9/10 ANDREW ZONNEVELD

9/12 HANNAH SCHROEDER

9/14 THOMAS DE JONG

9/14 JUDITH HOFMANS
9/15 PETER DE JONG

9/15 KELLY BEKEDAM
9/18 HARRIET JOHNSON
9/20 JACEY DE JONG
9/21 EDDYDELL HUFFMAN
9/21 JOHN TOS

9/23 FAYE ZONNEVELD

9/23 SMITH KOOTSTRA
9/24 DENA HOLDEN

9/5 SCOTT & DIANA SCHMIDT

9/6 ANDREW & GERRAD HOFMANS
9/17 DAVE & KIM DANIELSON

9/19 RIMMERT & MAEGEN DE JONG
9/21 GERRIT & HINKE DE JONG
9/25 FRANK & JANA ZONNEVELD
9/26 DEAN & HARRIET JOHNSON
9/24 PIET ZONNEVELD 9/26 AARON & RACHEL SCHROEDER
9/24 KARIN STEVENS 9/27 PIET & HEATHER ZONNEVELD
9/26 DAVID TEVELDE 9/27 JAKE & RUTH STRYD

9/27 ERIN KOOTSTRA 9/28 DAVE & VERA KRUMPE

9/29 DAVID KOHR 9/28 JONATHAN & MICHELLE LAWRENCE

9/30 MATTHEW LAWERENCER ' 9/30 JACK & GAYLE ZONNEVELD




Library Update

by Jennifer Koelewyn

Greetings from your library! Tommy John died August 16, 2026. He was a baseball pitcher who played in Major League
Baseball for 26 seasons. We have the story of his life of faith and baseball in the library for you. Do you want more
detailed information on the Heidelberg Catechism? We have the 2 Volume set by Fred H. Klooster. A new to the library
book by Francine Rivers should interest you. New books are the first of Summer Rangers series by Susan May Warren and
two in the Jeopardy Falls series by Dani Pettrey. We have a selection of books that have been donated that those of you
who are looking to dive deeper into Scripture, Theology, and Christian living; they are set aside for the moment for you to
review. A few of the titles are written here, and if you are intrigued, just ask for them when you come into the library. | will
add more for the next Focus. We have many books of fiction, biographies, Christian Living, and Theology. We have books
for young children, young readers, pre-teen and teen series. This is the place to be if you like to read.

Our Only Comfort: A Comprehensive Commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism

ou (2 Volume Set) by Fred H. Klooster: Examine every inch of the Heidelberg Catechism in
Q‘)}"}} ort this two-volume commentary. You'll rediscover the comfort of the Savior who rules
Oé every part of this world. Warmly written and engaging, this great work is the product of
» Fred Klooster's decades of specialization in catechism research and teaching.

Indispensable for preachers, scholars, and anyone else interested in this 16th-century

confession.

The Tommy John Story by Tommy John, Joe Musser, and Sally John: Review: This book is a

wonderful story of a man'’s struggle into the big leagues and recovery from a potential career
ending surgery. All throughout the story Tommy John reflects on what is happening in light of his
Christian faith. In no way is he ashamed of his faith or unwilling to talk about testimony.

The Masterpiece by Francine Rivers: Roman Velasco appears to have everything he
could possibly want—money, women, fame. Only Grace Moore, his reluctant, newly
hired personal assistant, know how little he truly has. The demons of Roman'’s past
seem to echo through the halls of his empty mansion and out across his

breathtaking Topanga Canyon view. Grace is also wrestling with ghosts and secrets
of her own. Something so unexpected happens that changes the course of their
relationship—and their lives—forever.

New Books Just In!

Over the Edge by Susan May Warren—#1of A Summer Rangers series: When a woman running from the mob meets
a ranger haunted by his past the Grand Canyon’s dangers might be the least of their troubles.

Jeopardy Falls series by Dani Pettrey

One Wrong Move: Christian O'Brady was pulled into a life of crime at a young age by his con artist parents. Now making
amens for his corrupt past, he has become one of the country’s foremost security experts. Andi Forester was a brilliant
FBI forensic analyst until one of her colleagues destroyed her career blaming her for mishandling evidence. Christian
and Andi are in a race against the clock to catch him, but the perpetrator’'s game is far from finished, and one wrong
move could be the death of them.

Two Seconds Too Late: In the stark but beautiful wilds of northern New Mexico, a couples’ retreat at a luxury resort turns

into a chilling nightmare when a woman vanishes. Skip tracer Riley MaclLeod and private investigator Greyson Chadwick

pose as a couple to hunt for clues that might reveal the missing woman'’s location.




Newly Donated For Study

Recovering Biblical Manhood & Womanhood -A Response to Evangelical Feminism

by John Piper & Wayne Grudem. All who are concerned with the fundamental question of the
proper relationship between men and women in home, church, and society will want to read this
important book.

Caring Worship by Howard Vanderwell: This book takes a new and fresh look at the worship liturgy.

The Democratization of American Christianity by Nathan O. Hatch: The most powerful, informed,

and complex suggestion yet made about the religious, political, and psychi ‘opening’ of American

life from Jefferson to Jackson.

The Heidelberg Catechism by G.I. Williamson: This study guide to the Catechism includes all 129
questions and answers, along with clear exposition and questions for review, further study, and

discussion.

Celebration of Discipline-The Path to Spiritual Growth by Richard J. Foster: The best modern book

on Christian spirituality. No other book apart from the Bible has been so helpful to me in the
nurturing of my inward journey of prayer and spiritual growth ~ Ronald J. Sider, executive director
Evangelicals for Social Action.

SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SERVANTS

September 6
Welcome Center: Shelaine Goebel

September 13
Welcome Center: Frank & Jana Zonneveld

Greeting: Dan & Nancy Azevedo Greeting: Governing Council

Lions: Andrea Clark, Shelaine Goebel Lions: Hannah Bos, Jonathan Lawrence

Lambs: Heather Zonneveld, Hannah Zonneveld Lambs: Shonie Holt, Ella Goebel

Nursery: Cheryl Zonneveld, Kelly Verdegaal
Ella Goebel, Marit Bergman

Nursery: Heather Zonneveld, Elena Godfrey
Presley Zonneveld, Ivy Zonneveld

Snacks: Joe & Abby Lewis Snacks: Leonard & Greta Souza
Lynne Mathis

Chad & Risa Bakker

Johnny & Lauren Zonneveld
EddyDell Huffman

September 20
Welcome Center: David & Alice teVelde

September 27

Welcome Center: Jeff & Sheri Tos
Greeting: Jimmy & Shelaine & Family

Lions: Bob Beede, Niki Schulz
Lambs: Brigit de Jong, Mallory Clifft

Greeting: Ben & Julie Dragt
Lions: Rachel Schroeder, Colin Mackey

Lambs: Michelle Lawrence, Anneke Clark
Nursery: Joyce VandeBeek, Shelaine Goebel

Sonya Zonneveld, Faye Zonneveld Nursery: Jana Zonneveld, Jennifer Lawrence

Andrew Zonneveld, Jaelynn Zonneveld

Snacks: Theo & Jeanne De Haan
David & Alice Te velde
Linda Tos

Snacks: Life Groups Kick Off




GOVERNING COUNCIL

Darrell Kootstra (Chair)
» 559-589-4006
e bluedakota02@sbcglobal,net

Theo De Haan
e 559-730-1294
o tjdh@sti.net

Robert Butts
e 559-530-6331
e robjenbutts@gmail.com

Stephen Banta (Treasurer)
e 480-707-2835
e sbantalaw@gmail.com

Dave Danielson
e 559-381-6215
e danielson6@comcast.net

Scott Schmidt
e 559-285-9201
o scott@farmingd.com

Tim Koelewyn
e 559-707-3041
tdkoel@gmail.com

Pastor Eric Lynch
Lead Pastor

e 582-4423 ext. 1

e ericl@hanfordcrc.org

Rev. Andy Hanson
Pastor of Discipleship

o 559-582-4423, ext. 2
andyh@hanfordcrc.org

Rev. Dr. Vince Godfrey

Pastor of Worship and Liturgy
o 559-997-9457

vinceg@hanfordcrc.org

Becky Villalobos

Church Office Coordinator
e 559-582-4423, ext. 0

beckyv@hanfordcrc.org
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	Meeting God
	on the Lord’s Day
	These past few weeks my family and I have had the privilege of gathering together with you all for worship. The anticipation for this was huge for us over the summer, and now we are excited to be here with you. A new family to belong to, a church to call our own, and a people to meet God with in the Means of Grace.
	It’s a beautiful thing to gather with God’s people on Sunday mornings, and not just because of the people, but because God tells us that when we gather in his name, he is present. Now, of course we can say he’s always present, but there’s something different about the gathering of the saints on the Lord’s Day. In Hebrews 10 it tells us we can have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus. This means that through Christ we now have access to God, which was once only done by going to a physical place (the temple) and offering an animal sacrifice. But now there’s no longer a temple on earth, and in fact it says the church is the temple, built together as living stones (Eph. 2:19-22 / 1 Pet. 2:4-5). And the rest of Hebrews 10 helps us understand that as we draw near to God together we are assured of our salvation, cleansed, and encouraged.
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	Reformed Church of Hanford. In those 40 years, hundreds of women have come to our Social Hall to study from the Bible. They’ve learned about God and His love for us. Shortly after Daytime Coffee Break began, Elsie Bowlby Barba was asked to start an Evening Coffee Break. They are still meeting on Tuesday evenings and have 13 members with two leaders. In speaking with our first Coffee Break director, Caroline Burris, I learned that in March of 1985, after much prayer and planning, Coffee Break started with 30 ladies in 3 groups with leaders. It was a rousing success and many women from the community, as well as women from our own church attended in those first years. Fast forward to this past year, we have 70 women enrolled in 6 groups with 9 leaders. We have at least 40-50 ladies attending regularly on Wednesday mornings. It’s not unusual to run into someone in town and have them say, “Oh, I loved going to your Church’s Coffee Break Bible Study!” What a wonderful ministry to be known for!
	Daytime Coffee Break is starting again on September 16th for our 41st year!  Meanwhile, we are looking for a new director and additional leaders to join this worthwhile effort.
	Call Jeanne deHaan or Pastor Andy Hanson if you are interested in getting involved
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