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(Cont. from Pg. 1)

This is our mission. Mark 16 tells us to “proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” The
thesis of the whole book of Acts says, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And the most famous of all, at the end of
Matthew, we have the Great Commission to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” The gospel should be what saturates the
church to its deepest levels. It should fill our relationships, our speech, and our preaching.
Ultimately, what will determine a church’s faithfulness to and effectiveness for the
kingdom of God is whether or not it's clinging to the gospel of Jesus Christ and upholding
its truth. When you look at our church, you should first and foremost hear the gospel, but
then you should see it.

Brothers and sisters, let us be a people who are shaped by the gospel, who cherish it, and

then give it away. Because when we do, we become the kind of church that glorifies Jesus

with not just an hour and fifteen minutes once a week, but with our entire lives. Amen.




Faithful God

YA
By Darrel Kootstra

Anyone who has been a part of a church body for

any length of time realizes there are plenty of
volunteer opportunities available to them, and our

church is no different.

During a recent worship service, Adam Mackey listed off the various church
ministries within our church and requested the volunteers of those
ministries to stand. It was wonderful to see how many people give of their
time and talents, often serving in more than one ministry. It gave us an
opportunity to thank and recognize our volunteers, but also allowed us to

reflect on God’s faithfulness to this church body for the past 114 years.

Undoubtedly, there are opportunities for each of us to serve God in ways
that may be outside of our comfort zone. Some may be asked to teach,
others may be asked to prepare meals or visit someone in the hospital,
others might be asked to serve on the church council. You may not feel
qualified to serve in the capacity for which you will be asked to serve,
however, we need to realize that others tend to see our gifts before we see
them in ourselves. Therefore, if asked to serve, | ask that you prayerfully

consider God’s calling before making a decision.

Let me leave you with something | read not that long ago. It isn’t a direct
quote but it may make a difference when you are considering a volunteer
opportunity...

God does not call the qualified; He qualifies the called. If God is calling you
into a ministry, He will provide you with the exact tools you will need during

a season of personal growth.




Worshiping
the “Great I Am”

When we worship, we are not simply singing songs,
listening to music, or gathering together as a

church. We are responding to the God who has revealed
Himself as the “Great | Am.” He is the

God who was, who is, and who always will be—unchanging,
faithful, and completely worthy of

our praise.

Notes from
Pastor Vince

In Exodus 3:14, when Moses asked God what name he
should give the Israelites, God answered,

‘I AM WHO | AM” or the “LORD” (all capital letters). This
name reveals something profound

about God. He does not depend upon anyone or anything
else for His existence. He is eternal,

self-sufficient, and sovereign. Everything we are and
everything we have ultimately comes from

Him.

Jesus also identified Himself with this divine name. In John
8:58, Jesus declared, “Before

Abraham was, | am.” Through Christ, we encounter the
same eternal God who spoke to Moses.

The Great | Am came among us, lived among us, died for
us, and rose again so that we could

have new life through Him.

Worshiping the Great | Am means recognizing that God
deserves more than an hour on Sunday.

Our worship extends into every part of our lives. We worship
when we trust Him instead of

giving in to fear. We worship when we obey His Word even
when it is difficult. We worship

when we serve others, show grace, forgive, give
generously, and live with grateful hearts.

Psalm 95:6 calls us, “Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the LORD our
Maker.”

The Great | Am is worthy of our songs, our prayers, our
obedience, our gratitude, and our entire

lives. He is faithful when circumstances change, present
when we feel alone, and powerful when

we feel weak.

So let us come before Him with humble hearts and joyful
voices, declaring with our lives and our
worship: He is the Great | Am—and He is worthy!

=
We Read

“The Lord your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with singing.”
~ Zephaniah 3:17

We Confess

Belgic Confession
Article 27:
The Holy Catholic Church

“...This church has existed from the
beginning of the world
and will last until the end,
as appears from the fact
that Christ is eternal King
who cannot be without subjects.
And this holy church is preserved
by God against the rage of the whole
world,...”

We Sing
“Those He saves are His delight

Christ will hold me fast

Precious in His holy sight

He will hold me fast

He'll not let my soul be lost

His promises shall last
Bought by Him at such a cost

He will hold me fast.”

o@c

WHY A NEWSLETTER?
Our FOCUS is to keep the members of First CRC informed
and engaged with the direction and vision of our church. Our
purpose is always to love and serve our Lord, Jesus Christ,
and as a result, to make more and better disciples.

This publication highlights that mission in motion through our
past milestones, current ministries, and future plans.
Prayerfully read through these issues to discover where your
unique gifts may fit into our shared mission and, if you
haven’t already, connect with one of the pastors or ministry
leaders for information on how to get involved.




sy | Head, Heart, and Hands

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that by believing you may have life in his name.” -John 20:30-31

John wrote his gospel so that we might have life in the name of Jesus Christ. Without Christ,
even as we breathe we are dead. For in our sin, we detach ourselves from the source of all life
and goodness.

Therefore, we should care deeply about what scripture says. Life Groups this year will follow a
different format from what we’ve done in the past. We will begin as we have before, digging into
the text to answer the question “What Does God’s Word Say?” This is the “Head” part of the
study. It’s all about understanding God’s word. If we don’t know what God is saying, then we
can’t apply his word to our lives.

As John Calvin points out, we cannot know ourselves without knowing God, and we cannot
know God without knowing ourselves. Therefore, the next section of the Life Group study will
be focused on answering the question, “What is God’s Heart?” This is the “Heart” part of the
study. As Christians, we should know what’s important to God, and what’s important to God
should be important to us.

If we understand God’s word and God'’s heart, then we should be driven to action. So, the final
section of the Life Group answers the question, “What is God Calling Us to Do?” This is the
“‘Hands” part of the study. How does God'’s love, grace, justice, and mercy lead us to use our
gifts to glorify God?

| pray you will join a Life Group if you haven'’t already. Please also consider either hosting or
leading a Life Group. The more groups we have, the more we can disciple to fulfill our mission
of making more and better disciples!

Get more information on each Life Group Here - FIRST CRC




Spiritual growth will flow out of two basic principles:
e Being committed to knowing God and His Word.

e Being committed to building significant Christian relationships.

» Life Groups are a key component of
First CRC's mission and vision. Here,
individuals can connect more deeply
with one another in a warm,
supportive environment founded
securely on the Word of God, the Bible.

» Each group is comprised of
approximately 8 to 12 people, and are
committed to meeting 7 weeks per
session, three times a year (Fall,
Winter & Spring).

» Life Groups are a structured yet
casual Bible study that fosters
spiritual health, the building of
meaningful friendships, and the
development of a supportive network
with others who seek to be more like

Jesus.

LIFE
GROUPS

Start the week of
October 4th

LIFE GROUPS AT FIRST CRC

Our Goal is To have every member of our church involved
in a Life Group or other similar small group Bible study.

Monday

6:00 PM Vince Godfrey (559) 997-9457
Adam Mackey (559) 381-7280

Hanford

Tuesday

10:00 AM Elsie Barba (559) 589-5068
Nancy Ramirez (925) 207-0164

Hanford

6:00 PM Mike Noland (559) 816-3065

Kingsburg
David teVelde (559) 707-5038

Hanford

6:30 PM Kevin Clifft (5592 331-4474
Stephen Banta (480) 707-2835

7:00 PM Theo deHaan (559) 730-1294 Hanford
Wednesday

6:00 PM Andy Hanson (951)-512-3597
Brian Bergman (559)-786-9122

Hanford

6:00 PM Tony Bekedam (559) 904-2943
Ryan Clark (559) 415-5592

Hanford

Thursday

6:30 PM Gerrit de Jong (559) 731-5840
Darrell Kootstra (559) 589-4006

Laton
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THE GOSPEL IN COMMUNITY

Ministry Contacts

Women's Bible Study

Gayle Zonneveld 559-269-7600
jgzonneveld83@gmail.com

Women's Tuesday Evening Coffee Break

Carla Kootstra 559-286-8737
kootstracarla@gmail.com
Jennifer Koelewyn 559-707-5294
thekoelhouse@gmail.com

Men'’s Life Bible Study
Bert Duyst 559-977-2724
ajduyst@comcast.net

Women's Wednesday Morning Coffee Break

Kim Spicer 559-469-7367
kspicer53@aol.com

Gems - Girls 3" through 8" Grade

Shelaine Goebel 559-779-2136
skierlaine@hotmail.com

Cadets - Boys 3" through 8" Grade

Dave Danielson 559-381-6215
danielson6@comcast.net

Common Ground - 9" through 12" Grade

Kristen Reenders 559-707-7283
kristenreenders@gmail.com




™ 10/6 BOB T0S
10/7 TONY BEKEDAM
10/7 AARON SCHROEDER
10/7 ROBERT STEWART

10/8 BRIELLE DE JONG
10/9 JENNIFER KOELEWYN 10/5 JIMMY & SHELANIE GOEBEL

10/12 ANITA LEMOS 10/8 MARK & JORDAN T0S
10/12 BOB KOELEWYN 10/10 JOHNNY & LAUREN ZONNEVELD
10/13 WENDY REENDERS 10/12 RODNEY & LINDA KAMPER
10/13 VICTORIA TOS 10/177 MIKE & KATHY PACHECO
10/16 JOHNNY ZONNEVELD 10/19 DARRELL & CARLA KOOTSTRA
10/17 DEANNA KOELEWYN 10/19 CHAD & RISA BAKKER
10/18 RENEE DYKSTRA 10/19 PETER & INGRID DE JONG
10/21 RODNEY KAMPER 10/23 RYAN & ANDREA CLARK
¥ 10/21 REBECCA BANTA 10/27 TONY & KELLY BEKEDAM
10/22 MARVIN REENDERS 10/28 JONATHAN & JENNIFER LAWRENCE

10/22 MERECK LAWERENCE
10/23 NANCI GROENENBERG
10/23 JOSEPHINE SCHROEDER
10/25 IAN DE JONG
10/26 REESE ZONNEVELD
10/28 DORINDA KOELEWYN
10/28 ASHER LAWRENCE
10/29 WILLIAM WILGENBURG
10/30 JULIANNE LAWRENCE
@ 10/31 CORBAN T0S




August Giving Report

Monthly General Fund Receipts

Monthly General Fund Expenses $ $39,288.03

Monthly Difference

$ $52,628.39

October Offering
Schedule

4 Benevolence

11 Kings Gospel

Year to date receipts
Year to date Expenses

Year to date Difference

Annual approved budget

Percentage of Budget Covered
Percentage of Budget Expended

GF receipts required per month to cover budget

Mission
13,340.36
$ 18 General
$ 705,815.76 _ .
25 Faith Promise
$ 638,457.07
$ 125,358.69 Benevolence
Ministry
$ 854,600.00
As part of our routine
89.4% monthly giving
following the
74.7% '
celebration of
Communion; our
$72,126.67

Benevolence fund

Special Offering Collections

Benevolence Collection $3,171.52
Cadets

Common Ground

Crossroads $1,160.00
Emmanuel Bible Church

Faith Promise $3,568.23
GEMS

Gideons $3,656.00
Kings Gospel $250.00
KCAO

Living Water $500.00
Love Inc.

Mission India

Operation Christmas Blessing

Resonate Global $2,156.00

Salvation Army

World Renew

exists to help church
members and those in

our community with
short-term emergency

aid. With your

generous gifts, last

month we were able to
provide:

“We helped
someone with a
hardship and two
families with some

Kings Gospel Mission (KGM) is a bills, Monroe School

faith-based, non-profit
organization located in Hanford,
California, serving as
Kings County's
primary homeless
rescue mission.

breakfast and

a set monthly
expense that we
pledged to help.”

Operating under Cornerstone

Community Alcohol & Other Drug

Recovery Systems, Inc,, the

mission takes a holistic approach

to fighting poverty, homelessness,
and substance abuse through
Christian teachings, life skills
training, and community
rehabilitation

Emergency Shelter & Relief: Provides overnight shelter beds, hot
community meals, and clean shower facilities for individuals
experiencing homelessness in Kings County.

The Academy & Discipleship: Offers a structured, faith-based program
rooted in Christian teachings and mentorship to help individuals
achieve long-term life transformation and break cycles of poverty.
Sober Living Programs: Operates accountable, clean-and-sober
housing environments to support individuals transitioning out of
addiction and into independent living.

The KGM Street Crew: Partners with local organizations to provide
residents with therapeutic work experience and job readiness skills
through downtown maintenance and community beautification.
Community Enterprise: Runs a local thrift store and recycling center
that fund mission operations while providing affordable goods and
vocational training opportunities.




Governing Council Meeting Minutes First
Christian Reformed Church

Hanford, CA
Date: Monday, June 29, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM

Attendance
In Attendance: Stephen Banta, Robert Butts, Tim Koelewyn, Darrell Kootstra, Adam Mackey,

Scott Schmidt, Aaron Schroeder
Excused Absence: Pastor Andy Hanson

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Darrell Kootstra at 5:59 PM

Devotional and Prayer
Chair Darrell Kooststra opened with prayer

Prepacket/Consent Agenda
Approval of minutes

Governing Council Meeting (May 11, 2026)
Motion to accept minutes as submitted by Scott Schmidt, seconded by Tim Koelewyn, unanimously approved

Governance

1. Financial Report and Budget
a. Treasurer Stephen Banta led a review of the Profit & Loss Statement as well as the
Deacon's Financial Report
2. Buildings and Grounds
a. Buildings and Grounds Chair Dave Roach gave an update on new issues and plans to
address them including a broken window, broken basketball hoop, microwave, dusk light, broken
kitchen faucet, and AC drain line leak.

. Air conditioners have been serviced . )
. One of the four solar inverters failed, quoting getting a replacement and redoing the electrical conduit

. Corner sign lighting project completed, with tree pruning and shrub trimming to be scheduled
e. Update on the plan to replace the carpeting from the Nursery through to the Cry and Council Rooms

o OO

3. Staff Reports
a. Reviewed timeclock reports for church staff, noting increased accuracy of reports
. Vice-Chair Adam Mackey presented updates from Worksana regarding additional setup still to be done
. Reviewed report from Becky Villalobos regarding Vacation Bible School
. Update from Custodian Kevin Henderson
. Staff Reviews

f. Vice-Chair Adam Mackey gave an update for the Lead Pastor
i. House secured, arriving in town July 20th
ii. Start date is August 1st
iii. He has been inconstant communication with Staff and Council
iv. Discussion followed on the status of the Welcoming Committee

O O O T

4. Ongoing Projects
a. Facility Use Policy
i. Robert Butts presented a revision on the Facility Use Policy, clarifying availability of the facility
Motion to accept the revised policy by Adam Mackey, seconded by Aaron Schroeder, unanimously approved
b. Safety & Security Committee
i. Scott Schmidt gave an update on meeting with potential committee members discussing next steps

c. Children's Worship
i. Vice-Chair Adam Mackey gave an update on Children's Worship, with Tiffany Mackey and Elena Godfrey
ii. Chair Darrel Kootstra led discussion surrounding assigning Elder's with care of Youth Ministries

starting in the Fall
Strategic Planning

1. Congregational Meeting Agenda
a. Discussed Eric Lynch to lead devotion
b. Discussed Eric Lynch giving an introduction and vision casting
c. Acknowledge and thank the Lead Pastor Search Team's dedication, time, and effort
d. Discussed disclosing council nominees and follow-on congregational approval vote starting July 12th

Mutual Censure & Executive Session
Stephen Banta closed in prayer and meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Aaron Schroeder, Clerk
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Shelaine Goebel

Just like that, summer is over, and we are back to the regularly

scheduled programming of fall activities!

The 2026-2027 season of Gems is off to a strong start, with a full schedule, six new members, and,
by the time you read this, our first completed badge of the season under our belt! The girls are
always eager to spend these Wednesday evenings together, and | hope to see their enthusiasm for
each other and, most importantly, for God, continue to grow as they get older.

Over the lifetime of this club, many things have changed: different leaders and styles of leading,
different badge books and badge options, different activities the club has participated in, and
different ways of running our meetings. One thing that has remained consistent, however, is our
pursuit to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.

In response to our aim and the calling we have been given by God, we as counselors take time to
read a devotion with the girls each week. Once a month, we also go a little deeper with a Bible
lesson from The Ology. We brought back Baby Bundles last year as well, using money we earned
from the Soup Supper to purchase baby items to donate to Crossroads Pregnancy Center. This was
met with such a positive response from both Crossroads and the girls, and we are really looking
forward to blessing them again this coming year.

Another tradition this club has maintained somewhat consistently is the campout. Over the years, it
has looked different, ranging from roughing it in tents to glamping at Hartland. Some of my fondest
memories from my time as a Calvinette were tent camping at San Simeon and Shaver Lake.




This past year, we decided to join the Visalia CRC Gems for a weekend of camping at the Zwart family
ranch in Dinuba. The girls had a blast meeting new Gems, watching an outdoor movie, playing games,
learning to barbecue their own dinner, and learning to line dance. Most importantly, they had the
opportunity to hear from women of faith about what it looks like to See Him, Seek Him, and Show Him.
We had such a great time with the Visalia girls, and {

we are excited to do another campout with them this year!

| ask that you keep our club in your prayers. \We have

so many sweet girls who are eager to learn more about
God, and we hope and pray that their eagerness continues
to grow and spreads to others; that we, as leaders, are
equipped with the right words to share at the right time; and

that our club continues to grow and thrive as we plant

seeds of the gospel in these girls’ hearts.  ~ Shelaine
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LIBRARY UPDATE

by Jennifer Koelewyn

Greetings from your library! We have more books to look at on Christian living, theology, and worship. Come in to see
what we have set aside. And new books have arrived, and we are expecting more in October and November. Come on
in this Sunday and explore the wide range of books and DVD's we have. Joyce and Judy will be happy to assist you.

New Books Just In!

A Day to Remember Series—When the Sky Burned by Liz Tolsma: This fictional story is based

on the true disaster in Peshtigo Wisconsin. Promising painter Mariah Randolph longs to have
her canvases displayed in the world’s best museums, and accepting the courtship of Hollis
Stanford, the heir of a railroad tycoon, may be her ticket to success. The railroad'’s
bookkeeper, Jay Franklin, has discovered discrepancies and is convinced that Hollis Stanford
is stealing from the company. But any proof of his dirty dealings goes up in smoke when fire
utterly destroys the town of Peshtigo, Wisconsin, on October 8, 1871. The inferno forever
changes Mariah'’s life, but Jay’s friendship offers her new hope. Then a trip to Chicago to
return Hollis’ daughter to him provers to be even more dangerous for Mariah and Jay than the
fire that devastated their town and their lives.

Canyon of Deceit by DiAnn Mills: When wilderness survival expert The rest Palmer receives a
frantic phone call from a former colleague, Professor Rurik Ivanoy, she is hocked to hear his
young daughter, Aling, is missing and that Rurik wants Therese’s help finding her. She’s sure Rurik
hasn’t given her the whole story...especially since he won't report the kidnapping to the police.
Therese can't turn down this mission. She knows time is short and she can’t do this along.
Therese reaches out to Texas Ranger Blane Gardner. They must fight to rescue Alina before she
becomes an innocent casualty of a much bigger plot—no matter the risk to their lives.

Shortbread in the Highlands, Book 3 by Robin Jones Gunn: Cousins Nora and Alice are bound

by a friendship that feels more like sisterhood, so when their Gran asks them to travel to
Scotland on her behalf to claim an unexpected inheritance and unearth her old diary, they
jump at this chance for the trip of a lifetime together. When they arrive in Gran'’s childhood
village, they run into roadblocks but use the delayed schedule to experience the beauty of
Scotland. Though they revel in their time together, they find they’ve brought more baggage
than just their suitcases. Allie and Nora must make weighty decisions. Will they learn to rely on
the creative purposes of God, even if it means their lives will never be the same?

In Too Deep #2 of Summer Rangers Series by Susan May Warren: Weeks after the discovery of
the first Roosevelt treasure cache, the Grand Canyon is overrun by reckless treasure hunters—

o AN and someone just paid for it with their life. Dr. Meg Lewis was there when it happened. When a
WARREN

TARI FARIS

group of hikers goes missing, ranger director Noah Wilde, a widower, assembles a a rescue
team, with Meg as medical officer. But the hikers aren’t alone down there. Someone else is in
the cave.

Track of Courage, first in the Call of the Wild Series by Susan May Warren: Pop singer Keely

Williams's search for her biological mother in Alaska has been painfully unsuccessful. Now she
just wants to escape this wild frontier and never look back. But when her plane is hijacked, she's
suddenly plunged into a race against not only an Alaskan blizzard but also a killer who's on her
tail.




India is implementing it.

Books on Theology and Mission

Reading for Preaching by Cornelius Plantinga Jr.: the preacher in conversation with
storytellers, biographers, poets, and journalists

Theology The Basics by Alister E. McGrath: This book covers the individual doctrines that
form the Christian belief system, weaving together these doctrines, their history, and the
intellectual nuance behind them into an inter-connected web. All major Christian

denominations are explored, as are their differences and shared customs and beliefs.

God'’s Mission Vision by John DeVries: Each of the 14 chapters explores one of the ways
God'’s Mission Vision can be described; the final 5 chapters deal with the way Mission

Biblical Greek, A Compact Guide by William D. Mounce: a hand, at-a-glance reference
with summaries of Greek grammar, paradigms, a lexicon, and more.

OCTOBER SUNDAY SERVANTS

October 4
Welcome Center: Hannah Bos

Greeting: Case & Hannah Zonneveld & Family
Lions: Claire Noland, Raina Neal

Lambs: Michelle Lawrence, Sonya Zonneveld

Nursery: Andrea Clark, Brigit deJong
Cameryn Verdegaal, Casey Goebel

Snacks: Mike & Kathy Pacheco
Pete & Lujean Verhoeven
Andy & Cheryl Zonneveld

October 18
Welcome Center: TBA

Greeting: TBA
Lions: Andrea Clark, Amanda ClIifft

Lambs: Kelly Bekedam, Presley Zonneveld

Nursery: Rachel Schroder, Ashlyn Walker
Aidan Villalobos, Noreen Mackey

Snacks: Corey & Stevi Zonneveld
Luke de Jong
Mark & Jordan Tos

October 11
Welcome Center: Dave Roach

Greeting: Ministering Deacons
Lions: Jennifer Lawrence, Tamara Phelps

Lambs: Reanna Bergman, Noreen Mackey

Nursery: Hannah Bos, Michelle Lawrence
Faye Zonneveld, Sonya Zonneveld

Snacks: Aaron & Rachel Schroeder
Josh & Cassie Zonneveld
Gerrit & Hinke de Jong

October 25

Welcome Center: TBA

Greeting: TBA

Lions: Hannah Bos, Jaden Zonneveld
Lambs: Heather Zonneveld, Jana Zonneveld

Nursery: Elena Godfrey, Kelly Bekedam
Presley Zonneveld, lvy Zonneveld

Snacks: Ryan & Andrea Clark
Stephen & Joanna Banta
Darrell & Carla Kootstra



GOVERNING COUNCIL

MINISTERING ELDERS

Darrell Kootstra (Chair)
» 559-589-4006
e bluedakota02@sbcglobal,net

Theo De Haan
e 559-730-1294
o tidh@sti.net

Robert Butts
e 559-530-6331
e robjenbutts@gmail.com

Stephen Banta (Treasurer)
e 480-707-2835
» sbantalaw@gmail.com

Dave Danielson
e 559-381-6215
e danielson6@comcast.net

Scott Schmidt
» 559-285-9201
e scott@farmingd.com

Tim Koelewyn (Clerk)
e 559-707-3041
» koel5650@gmail.com

Pastor Eric Lynch
Lead Pastor

o 582-4423 ext. 1

» ericl@hanfordcrc.org

Rev. Andy Hanson
Pastor of Discipleship

e 559-582-4423, ext. 2
andyh@hanfordcrc.org

Rev. Dr. Vince Godfrey

Pastor of Worship and Liturgy
o 559-997-9457

vinceg@hanfordcrc.org

Becky Villalobos

Church Office Coordinator
e 559-582-4423, ext. 0

beckyv@hanfordcrc.org

Kevin Henderson
Custodian
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	Mission Critical
	Eric Lynch
	Whenever we think about the church, there are many things that come to mind. The preaching (whether dull or engaging), the fellowship, or perhaps it’s the building. But what about the gospel? This is, after all, the very heartbeat and center of the church, its source and life. The church never outgrows the gospel; she only matures in it. In essence, it is both the beginning and the end of the church. It’s what gives us our strength and hope in the midst of adversity and trial. Paul is able to sing while imprisoned because of it. The gospel is also our message that we proclaim to one another and to the world. Want to know what the church thinks or desires to say? It’s the gospel. It’s about seeing dead men raised to new life by the blood of Jesus Christ and living for him. This is what’s supposed to happen inside the church: when the bland meal of the world comes in contact with the church, the saltiness of the gospel within it gives it new flavor.
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	This is our mission. Mark 16 tells us to “proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.” The thesis of the whole book of Acts says, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And the most famous of all, at the end of Matthew, we have the Great Commission to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” The gospel should be what saturates the church to its deepest levels. It should fill our relationships, our speech, and our preaching. Ultimately, what will determine a church’s faithfulness to and effectiveness for the kingdom of God is whether or not it’s clinging to the gospel of Jesus Christ and upholding its truth. When you look at our church, you should first and foremost hear the gospel, but then you should see it.
	Brothers and sisters, let us be a people who are shaped by the gospel, who cherish it, and then give it away. Because when we do, we become the kind of church that glorifies Jesus with not just an hour and fifteen minutes once a week, but with our entire lives. Amen.
	(Cont. from Pg. 1)
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	Gems - Girls 3rd through 8th Grade
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	Ministry Spotlight
	Just like that, summer is over,
	and we are back to the regularly
	scheduled programming of fall activities!
	The 2026–2027 season of Gems is off to a strong start, with a full schedule, six new members, and, by the time you read this, our first completed badge of the season under our belt! The girls are always eager to spend these Wednesday evenings together, and I hope to see their enthusiasm for each other and, most importantly, for God, continue to grow as they get older.
	Over the lifetime of this club, many things have changed: different leaders and styles of leading, different badge books and badge options, different activities the club has participated in, and different ways of running our meetings. One thing that has remained consistent, however, is our pursuit to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.
	In response to our aim and the calling we have been given by God, we as counselors take time to read a devotion with the girls each week. Once a month, we also go a little deeper with a Bible lesson from The Ology. We brought back Baby Bundles last year as well, using money we earned from the Soup Supper to purchase baby items to donate to Crossroads Pregnancy Center. This was met with such a positive response from both Crossroads and the girls, and we are really looking forward to blessing them again this coming year.
	Another tradition this club has maintained somewhat consistently is the campout. Over the years, it has looked different, ranging from roughing it in tents to glamping at Hartland. Some of my fondest memories from my time as a Calvinette were tent camping at San Simeon and Shaver Lake.


	This past year, we decided to join the Visalia CRC Gems for a weekend of camping at the Zwart family ranch in Dinuba. The girls had a blast meeting new Gems, watching an outdoor movie, playing games, learning to barbecue their own dinner, and learning to line dance. Most importantly, they had the opportunity to hear from women of faith about what it looks like to See Him, Seek Him, and Show Him.
	We had such a great time with the Visalia girls, and
	we are excited to do another campout with them this year!
	I ask that you keep our club in your prayers. We have so many sweet girls who are eager to learn more about God, and we hope and pray that their eagerness continues to grow and spreads to others; that we, as leaders, are equipped with the right words to share at the right time; and that our club continues to grow and thrive as we plant seeds of the gospel in these girls’ hearts.
	~ Shelaine
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