
 
 

1 

Series: Discipleship Foundations 

Week and Title: Week 7 - “Bring Your Kids to Church” 
 

(re)Connecting 
• Would you rather explore outer space or the bottom of the ocean? 

• Would you rather visit a volcano or a rainforest? 

• If you could only eat one dessert for the rest of your life, what would it be? 

• If you could choose any name besides your name, what would you 

choose? 

 

What We Believe 
 

 

• Read Mark 10:13-16. Retell the story in your own words. 

• Mark doesn’t tell us who is bringing the children to Jesus. Who do you 

believe is bringing children to Jesus?  

• Verse 13 says that people were bringing children to Jesus so that he might 

touch them. Read Mark 5:25-34. What might the people who were bringing 

children to Jesus think about the power of His touch? 

• Why do you suppose the disciples tried to keep the children away from 

Jesus? 

• According to verse 14, to whom does the kingdom of God belong? 

• The Greek word translated as “children” in the ESV Bible is usually 

associated with the very young, infants, and babies. What quality of children 

do you believe allows them to be a part of the kingdom of God? Is it their 

innocence? Purity? Spontaneity? Helplessness? Something else? Explain 

your answer. 

• What negative qualities to young children tend to have? Did the children in 

our text “earn” their way into the Kingdom of God simply by being children? 

Why or why not? 

• What did Jesus do to the children other than touch them? 
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How God’s Word Speaks to Our Lives 
 

 

• Have you ever felt excluded from church activities based upon your age, 

gender, race, or disability? If you were, how did it make you feel?  

• Should people ever be excluded from any part of church life? If so, under 

what circumstances? Use scripture to support your answer. 

• How can we support those who have been excluded from church activities, 

even if it’s for a proper, good, scriptural reason?  

 

 

How God's Word Speaks to Our Family 
 

• How did your family bring you to Jesus? If your family didn’t bring you to 

Jesus, who brought you and how? 

• In addition to taking kids to worship, how can families and friends bring 

children to Jesus? 

• Children often have the desire to serve, but not the ability. Brainstorm 

activities outside of the church that families can do to help children come to 

Jesus by serving others. 

 

 

 

How God's Word Speaks to our Worship 
 

• Is infant baptism tied to this text? If so, how?  

• Is this text sufficient to develop a theology of infant baptism by itself? If yes, 

explain. If not, what scriptures would you use in addition to this text to 

convince someone that children of believers should be baptized? 

 

 

Kingdom Building Opportunities 
 

• How does bringing your children to church build the kingdom of God? 

• Give examples of statements you may have heard from Christians that 
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sound like they’re coming from an earthly kingdom mindset. Brainstorm 

statements we could use to counter earthly kingdom mindsets and 

encourage Christians to think with a Heavenly Kingdom mindset. 

 

Scripture References 
 

Mark 10:13-16 
 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the 
disciples rebuked them. 14 But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to 
them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of God. 15 Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God like a child shall not enter it.” 16 And he took them in his arms and blessed 
them, laying his hands on them.  
 
 

Commentary 
 

 

The following commentary notes come from: 

 

France, R. T. (2002). The Gospel of Mark: a commentary on the Greek text 

(p. 374). W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press. 

Tags: Mk 9:36–37 

 

Mark (NIGTC): A Radical Lesson on Status (9:33–37) 

The use of a child as a teaching aid, both here and with a slightly different 

introduction in Mt. 18:1–5, has explicitly (in terms of its context) to do with status, 

not with any character traits supposedly typical of children. The child represents 

the lowest order in the social scale, the one who is under the authority and care 

of others and who has not yet achieved the right of self-determination.64 To 

‘become like a child’ (Mt. 18:3) is to forgo status and to accept the lowest place, 

to be a ‘little one’ (Mt. 18:6, 10, 14; 10:42). 

 

 

The following commentary notes come from: 

 

France, R. T. (2002). The Gospel of Mark: a commentary on the Greek text 

(p. 395). W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press. 
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Tags: Mk 10:13–16 

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

While this little pericope does speak of Jesus’ attitude to children, especially in 

its concluding verse, its role in this context is primarily to illustrate again the 

failure of the disciples to see things as Jesus sees them. 

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

In 9:36–37 the child was introduced by Jesus to illustrate the issue of status in 

the kingdom of God, and the specific issue raised was that of ‘receiving’ such a 

child in Jesus’ name. Here it is other people (the parents?) who take the initiative 

rather than Jesus.  

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

Underlying the disciples’ attitude and the resultant teaching is the same 

concept of the child as the least important member of society which we noted at 

9:36–37. Jesus repudiates this valuation both by word and by example. The 

pericope thus has an important role to play in guiding the church’s attitude to 

children and the priority given to their spiritual welfare, τῶν γὰρ τοιούτων ἐστὶν ἡ 

βασιλεία τοῦ θεοῦ, even if to use it as a prooftext specifically for infant baptism is 

to go beyond its original focus. 

 

 

The following commentary notes come from: 

 

Evans, C. A. (2001). Mark 8:27–16:20 (Vol. 34B, p. 93). Word, Incorporated. 

Tags: Mk 10:13 

Clipped: May 11, 2022 

 

WBC Vol. 34B: Comment 

presumably it was their parents, hoping for some benefit or blessing. In late 

antiquity it was believed that touching a holy man, even his clothing, or being 

touched by him would confer blessing, perhaps healing. 

 

WBC Vol. 34B: Comment 

in 8:33, where Jesus rebukes Peter for opposing the things of God. Jesus 

rebukes the unclean spirits in 1:25 and 9:25 and rebukes the storm in 4:39 
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The following commentary notes come from:  

 

France, R. T. (2002). The Gospel of Mark: a commentary on the Greek text 

(p. 396). W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press. 

Tags: Mk 10:14 

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

Among Mark’s variety of terms for Jesus’ emotions this is the only use of 

ἀγανακτέω, though ὀργή has been mentioned in 3:5 and (probably) 1:41, and 

there is little difference in meaning. It covers both irritation at their failure to learn 

and repugnance at their attitude in itself. Only a few verses earlier they have 

been found hindering someone whom Jesus approved (9:38–39), and the 

repetition of κωλύω here brands them as obstructionists who stand in the way of 

the generous intentions of Jesus. 

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

 It is the literal children whom Jesus tells the disciples to allow to come to him, 

but the reason is that they belong to and represent a wider category of οἱ 

τοιοῦτοι, who are the ones who matter to God. 

 

 

The following commentary notes come from: 

 

Evans, C. A. (2001). Mark 8:27–16:20 (Vol. 34B, pp. 93–94). Word, 

Incorporated. 

Tags: Mk 10:14 

 

 

WBC Vol. 34B: Comment 

Jesus explains why the disciples should not forbid children to come to him: 

τῶν γὰρ τοιούτων ἐστὶν ἡ βασιλεία τοῦ θεοῦ, “for of such ones is the kingdom of 

God.” The genitive τῶν … τοιούτων, “of such ones,” is possessive; that is, the 

kingdom of God belongs to such people as children (Taylor, 423; Gundry, 544). 

They therefore have every right to approach Jesus and be blessed by him 

 

 

The following commentary notes come from: 

 

France, R. T. (2002). The Gospel of Mark: a commentary on the Greek text 
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(p. 397). W.B. Eerdmans; Paternoster Press. 

Tags: Mk 10:15 

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

While ‘entering’ it apparently refers to eternal destiny, ‘receiving’ it relates 

more to a person’s attitude and response towards God’s demands in this life. To 

‘receive the kingdom of God’ means to be God’s willing subject, gladly embracing 

the radical values which Jesus has come to inculcate.17 It is such ‘reception’ 

now which is the key to ‘entry’ hereafter. 

 

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

The nominative interpretation, on the other hand, would offer a Marcan 

equivalent to Matthew’s language about ‘becoming like children’ (Mt. 18:3), a 

note which is otherwise surprisingly not explicit in either Mk. 9:36–37 or the 

present pericope, though it is probably implied by the fact that Jesus’ choice of 

the child as a model in 9:36 is in the context of a dispute about greatness.  

 

 

Mark (NIGTC): Children (10:13–16) 

Taking the pericope as a whole, the reason the disciples were unable to 

appreciate the significance of children in relation to the kingdom of God is that 

they themselves have not yet learned to ‘receive’ it like children. Their ‘grown-up’ 

sense of values prevents them from being in tune with God’s value scale. 

 

The following commentary notes come from: 

 

Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 307). Eerdmans; 

Apollos. 

Tags: Mk 10:15 

 

Mark (PNTC): Discipleship and Children (10:13–16) 

The Greek word for “little children” is a diminutive (paidia), meaning “very 

young,” or “infants,” or as Luke 18:15 says, “babies.” The terminology suggests 

the children are below the “age of accountability,” and hence it is not their virtue 

but their helplessness that is stressed.21 If we assume that Jesus commends 

children because of their innocence, purity, or even spontaneity, then we must 

conclude that the disciples’ acceptability in God’s kingdom depends on similar 

virtues. But, as Mark’s depiction of the disciples makes repeatedly clear, that is 
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exactly what they are not, nor are we. We are not innocent and eager, but slow, 

disbelieving, and cowardly. 

 

 

The following commentary notes come from: 

 

Evans, C. A. (2001). Mark 8:27–16:20 (Vol. 34B, p. 94). Word, Incorporated. 

Tags: Mk 10:16 

 

WBC Vol. 34B: Comment 

16 ἐναγκαλισάμενος αὐτά, “taking them into his arms.” Jesus does not merely 

touch the children, which in v 13 was the stated purpose of those bringing them 

to him; he embraces them. In 9:36 Jesus had taken a child into his arms. The 

embrace is a public demonstration of children’s acceptance and value in the 

kingdom. 

 

Exported from Logos Bible Software, 5:28 PM May 12, 2022. 
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