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How God's Word

Speaks to Our Worship

3. Read Proverbs 29:19. This proverb teaches that words aren’t enough
for correction because servants (or in our case, kids) don’t listen. How
do you judge it’s the right time to discipline a child rather than
allowing the child to experience the natural negative consequences of
foolish behavior? 

Kingdom Building

Opportunities 
1. Correction and discipline are not generally words we use when
discussing church growth strategies. Suppose a church corrects and
imposes disciple well. How might a “corrected” and “disciplined” church
attract believers? How might it attract unbelievers?

2. How do Christian schools that partner with parents to train, correct,
and discipline children contribute to building the Kingdom of God? Give
examples.
 

1. Some churches have done away with their nurseries during worship
in order to facilitate multigenerational worship, teach children how to
worship at an early age, and as an a way to live out children’s
covenant membership. What are the positives and negatives of this
approach?

2. Children can be disruptive during worship. How much leeway should
parents give children to “be themselves” during worship? How much
disruption is too much disruption?

4. What motivational techniques can adults use to help children put
words of wisdom into action?

2. How can we correct our children when they disrupt worship and
teach them reverence for the Lord without making them hate
worship? How is First CRC currently doing that well? How can we
improve?
 

2. How can we correct our children when they disrupt worship and
teach them reverence for the Lord without making them hate
worship? How is First CRC currently doing that well? How can we
improve?
 



(re)Connecting
What We Believe

2. We can break down these verses as follows. .
a. Child apply instruction toward heart 
b. Apply ear to words of knowledge
c. Parent your child will live if from use the rod 
d. You will save your child from Sheol (death) if you use the rod
e. Parent’s heart will be glad when lips speak words that are right

Does reading this breakdown change your initial emotional impression
of these verses? If your emotional impression changed, share with the
group how and why

1. Read Proverbs 23:12-16. What is your first emotional impression
upon reading this proverb?

3. What does the proverb assume about the parent? What does the
proverb assume about the child? 

How God's Word

Speaks to Our Lives 

4. Should we interpret “the rod” literally? Why or why not?

5. Read Proverbs 23:22-28. In your own words, what does verse 23
mean?

How God's Word

Speaks to Our Family 

3. As an adult, how do you feel when others correct you? What
attitude should we have when others correct us?

1. What is the most difficult part of disciplining children for you?

6. Read Proverbs 23:22-28. Verse 26 tells the son to give his heart to
his father and observe his ways. Verse 27 then introduces a warning
concerning prostitutes. What should this tell us about the behavior of
the father who wants his son to be righteous? 

1. Read the Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 104. As a child, how successful
were you at honoring your parents in spite of their failings?

2. Read Proverbs 29:1. What strategies have you seen or used to help
children (or adults) accept correction?

2. God chose parents to “rule” children. Parents’ power to rule over
children can be to children’s benefit. When used improperly, the
results for children can be disastrous.  

3. Read Proverbs 23:22-28. Verse 26 tells the son to give his heart to
his father and observe his ways. Verse 27 then introduces a warning
concerning prostitutes. What should this tell us about the behavior of
the father who wants his son to be righteous? In our context, we
thankfully don’t see a lot of prostitution, so how should we apply this
proverb today?


