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How God's Word

Speaks to Our Worship
1. Parents occasionally must force their children to do things they
don’t want to do. Some children don’t like worship because they have
to sit still, they have to dress up, and they have to be quiet. How can
we encourage our children to love worship in the face of all the
challenges they face during the worship experience?
 

Kingdom Building

Opportunities 
1. Our text is often brought up as a negative aspect of our faith by
non-believers. Many say that wives submitting to husbands is
patriarchal, and therefore wrong. It also tells bondservants to obey
their masters, which comes across as a defense of slavery. How would
you counter these objections? 
 

2. What hope does this text have for those who are hurting from
abusive relationships? Can you think of any other Scriptures you
might use to love someone who’s been the target of abuse?
 

3. The Old Testament had detailed instructions for the “relationship
rules” with God. For example, these rules called for a temple,
priesthood, and sacrifices. What are the “relationship rules” for our
relationship with God as the New Testament church? How does
worship figure into the “relationship rules” with the Lord?
 



(re)Connecting
What We Believe

2. What right does this text give to husbands? What responsibility
does it give to husbands? Answer the same questions for wives,
children, servants, and masters.

1. Read Colossians 3:18-4:1. What is the main point of this text?

3. According to verse 20, why should children obey their parents?

4. According to verse 21, why should fathers refrain from provoking
their children?

How God's Word

Speaks to Our Lives 
1. We could summarize our text as “relationship rules”. Which of these
rules is the most difficult for you to keep? Why? How can your Life
Group help or pray for you as you navigate difficult relationships?

2. How would you explain this text to someone who’s been abused,
either as a child or spouse?

3. Thankfully, we do not have slavery currently in our nation. How
could our text be applied to employer/employee relationships? What
rights and responsibilities to employees and employers have?

5. According to verses 22-24, why should servants obey their
masters?
What consolation to servants and warning to masters does this text
give?

How God's Word

Speaks to Our Family 
1. Verse 21 instructs fathers not to provoke their children. What if
provoking children leads to their obedience? Isn’t it better to provoke
your children if it leads to obedience than not provoking them and
leaving them to be disobedient? Explain your answer.

2. Our text reads, “Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the
Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.”
Read Ephesians 5:25-26. In addition to not being harsh, how does the
Lord expect husbands to love their wives?


