
Life group study
First thing(s) First

WORSHIP IS GENEROUS AND EXCELLENT 
Week 7 - March 26, 2023



welcome
First Thing(s) First

Biblical
Dialogical
Covenantal
Trinitarian
Communal
IN but not OF the world
A generous outpouring of excellence

     Welcome to the Winter 2023 Life Group Series! For the next seven weeks, we will be learning about
worship. It’s all about worship, and worship is about putting First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our
worship, God should be the ultimate and only priority.
     Many of us have grown up in the church for years, and we know HOW to worship but may not
understand why we worship the way we do. Some of us are new to the Christian faith, and worship can
seem strange. Why are these people singing? What are they putting in their mouths? Why should I listen
to the guy behind the pulpit preaching?
     Together, we will look at seven foundational principles that undergird our theology of worship.
Worship is…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

     Some of those principles may not be familiar to you, or you may know about them like the back of
your hand. That’s why we get together and discuss them, so those of us who know can share, and those
who don’t know can learn.
We pray the LORD will use the next seven weeks to enrich your time in worship with the LORD and
his people. 

First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our worship, God should be the ultimate
and only priority.
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““Christian worship should be a generous and excellent outpouring of ourselves before God. Worship
should not be stingy. Like the perfume that anointed Jesus’ feet, our worship should be a lavish
outpouring of our love and praise to the God who has created and redeemed us. Worship calls for our
best offerings. When we practice music, prepare words to speak, set aside gifts of money and time to
offer, and ensure that we are rested and ready to give our undivided attention, we are practicing the
kind of excellence worthy of our great and gracious God.” - John D. Witvliet  

John’s gospel documents Jesus’ life. Israel was a vassal state under Roman rule. Herod’s recent Temple
renovations invigorated Jewish worship. The gospel was likely written between 70-100AD.

If you’re bringing a new person to the study, we recommend getting them study materials ahead of
time so they can feel prepared.
Pray that the LORD will open your eyes and heart to receive the lessons he has to teach you in the
study.
Read the scripture focus for the study. 
Go through the questions and think about how you might answer them. We’ve provided space in the
study for you to write down your answers if you’d like.



WHAT WE
BELIEVE

What is the LORD
revealing to us in his Word?
What does the church
believe

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR LIVES

How does God's Word
apply to my life? What is
God calling me to do? How
is God comforting me in
this text?

1

2

3

4

Read John 12:1-11. What is the Passover?
What does Jesus have to do with the
Passover?

What was the purpose of the dinner?

Commentators estimate that the value
of the perfume Mary poured on Jesus’
feet was equivalent to one year’s wage.
What concern did Judas voice? What
was his true concern?

Why does Jesus tell Judas to leave Mary
alone? Was Mary being wasteful? Why or
why not?

Study Questions

1

2

Share a time when someone you love
pampered you extravagantly. Explain
what that extravagant gift told you
about how your loved one felt about
you.

What do you suppose motivated Mary to
love Jesus so generously? Do you love
Jesus generously? What prevents us from
loving Jesus as Mary did?



GOD'S WORD
FOR OUR
FAMILIES

How does this scripture
apply to my family life as a
husband, wife, father,
mother, or child?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR
WORSHIP

What does this text tell me
about proper worship? How
can this text help me
encounter the living God?

1

2

The dinner in our text was a time of
celebration. What do you and your
family have to celebrate? How has God
been generous to you and your family?

Judas was a bit of a party pooper when
Mary loved the Lord. Many of us have
family members who like to rain on our
parade when we talk about Jesus and
how much we love Him. Should we ever
stop celebrating Jesus with our
unbelieving family members? If so, how
do you decide when to stop talking
about Jesus around family members who
don’t know Him? If not, why not?

Study Questions

1

2

Can churches with a small budget, few
talented musicians, and a mediocre
preacher still have generous and
excellent worship? Explain your answer.

What does stingy worship look like?
What does generous, excellent worship
look like?



GOD'S WORD
FOR THE
KINGDOM

What does the text show me
about my role in building
God's kingdom? How can
God work through me to
bring others to Christ?

1

2

Does our worship have any effects on
our outreach and evangelism? If so, how?
If not, why not?

With every breath Lazarus drew, he
testified to the power of Jesus. As a
result, our text says the chief priests
wanted to kill him. Does your life testify
to Jesus? If so, what kind of pushback
have you gotten for your faith? If not,
why not?

Study Questions


