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     Welcome to the Winter 2023 Life Group Series! For the next seven weeks, we will be learning about
worship. It’s all about worship, and worship is about putting First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our
worship, God should be the ultimate and only priority.
     Many of us have grown up in the church for years, and we know HOW to worship but may not
understand why we worship the way we do. Some of us are new to the Christian faith, and worship can
seem strange. Why are these people singing? What are they putting in their mouths? Why should I listen
to the guy behind the pulpit preaching?
     Together, we will look at seven foundational principles that undergird our theology of worship.
Worship is…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

     Some of those principles may not be familiar to you, or you may know about them like the back of
your hand. That’s why we get together and discuss them, so those of us who know can share, and those
who don’t know can learn.
We pray the LORD will use the next seven weeks to enrich your time in worship with the LORD and
his people. 

First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our worship, God should be the ultimate
and only priority.
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“Christian worship should be “in but not of” the world. Christian worship always reflects the culture out
of which it is offered. Patterns of speech, styles of dress, senses of time, rhythms and harmonies of music,
and styles of visual symbols vary widely depending on cultural contexts. At the same time, worship must
not be enslaved to culture. It must remain prophetic, challenging any dimension of local culture that is
at odds with the gospel of Christ.” - John D. Witvliet 

John’s gospel documents Jesus’ life. Israel was a vassal state under Roman rule. Herod’s recent Temple
renovations invigorated Jewish worship. The gospel was likely written between 70-100AD.

If you’re bringing a new person to the study, we recommend getting them study materials ahead of
time so they can feel prepared.
Pray that the LORD will open your eyes and heart to receive the lessons he has to teach you in the
study.
Read the scripture focus for the study. 
Go through the questions and think about how you might answer them. We’ve provided space in the
study for you to write down your answers if you’d like.



WHAT WE
BELIEVE

What is the LORD
revealing to us in his Word?
What does the church
believe

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR LIVES

How does God's Word
apply to my life? What is
God calling me to do? How
is God comforting me in
this text?

1

2

3

4

Read John 17:6-19. Jesus is praying to the
Father in our text. What has the Father
given Jesus? What did Jesus give His
followers?

What do the disciples know about Jesus
and where He came from?

Who does Jesus explicitly pray for? Who
does Jesus explicitly NOT pray for?

What does Jesus pray the Father will do
for His people?

Study Questions

1

2

In the context of Jesus’ prayer, what does
the word “world” mean? What does it
mean to be of the world? What does it
mean to not be of the world? 

What does Jesus mean when he asks the
Father to keep us in the world yet safe
from the evil one? Do you feel like God
does that for you? Why or why not?



GOD'S WORD
FOR OUR
FAMILIES

How does this scripture
apply to my family life as a
husband, wife, father,
mother, or child?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR
WORSHIP

What does this text tell me
about proper worship? How
can this text help me
encounter the living God?

1

2

What did Jesus do to strengthen His
followers for the hatred of the world?
How can parents, grandparents, and
guardians prepare children for the
hatred of the world? 

Read Psalm 127:3-5. Jesus says that He’s
sending his disciples into the world like
arrows. Should our primary goal as
parents, grandparents, and guardians be
to send our children as missionaries into
the world? If yes, how are you doing
that, or how have you seen it done by
others? If not, why not?

Study Questions

1

2

How does worship prepare us to be in
but not of the world?

How would you counsel someone who
tells you that they’re struggling in their
prayer life - that they’re afraid of God,
ashamed of what they’ve done, or just
don’t think God is listening? 



GOD'S WORD
FOR THE
KINGDOM

What does the text show me
about my role in building
God's kingdom? How can
God work through me to
bring others to Christ?

1

2

Jesus asks the Father to keep his
followers in the world. Why does Jesus
want us in the world but not of the
world? What is God’s ultimate goal in
keeping us in the world?

Given that the world hates us because
we’re not of the world, how should we
share the gospel with others? How can
we use this knowledge to improve our
presentation of the gospel?

Study Questions


