
Life group study
First thing(s) First

WORSHIP IS COMMUNAL 
Week 5 - March 12, 2023



welcome
First Thing(s) First

Biblical
Dialogical
Covenantal
Trinitarian
Communal
IN but not OF the world
A generous outpouring of excellence

     Welcome to the Winter 2023 Life Group Series! For the next seven weeks, we will be learning about
worship. It’s all about worship, and worship is about putting First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our
worship, God should be the ultimate and only priority.
     Many of us have grown up in the church for years, and we know HOW to worship but may not
understand why we worship the way we do. Some of us are new to the Christian faith, and worship can
seem strange. Why are these people singing? What are they putting in their mouths? Why should I listen
to the guy behind the pulpit preaching?
     Together, we will look at seven foundational principles that undergird our theology of worship.
Worship is…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

     Some of those principles may not be familiar to you, or you may know about them like the back of
your hand. That’s why we get together and discuss them, so those of us who know can share, and those
who don’t know can learn.
We pray the LORD will use the next seven weeks to enrich your time in worship with the LORD and
his people. 

BEFORE LIFE GROUP
If you’re bringing a new person to the study, we recommend getting them study materials ahead of
time so they can feel prepared.
Pray that the LORD will open your eyes and heart to receive the lessons he has to teach you in the
study.
Read the scripture focus for the study. 
Go through the questions and think about how you might answer them. We’ve provided space in the
study for you to write down your answers if you’d like.



INTRODUCTION

HISTORICAL SNAPSHOT

MAP

“Christian worship should be communal. The gospel of Christ draws us into communal life with other
people. Worship is one setting in which we see the church in action and we attempt to demonstrate and
deepen the unity, holiness, and witness of the church. Worship is a first-person-plural activity. It is
extremely significant in worship that otherwise remarkably different people nevertheless offer praise
together, pray together, listen together, and make promises together.
 Christian worship should be hospitable, caring, and welcoming. Christian worship must never be self-
centered. In worship we pray for the world and offer hospitality to all who live in fear, despair, and
loneliness. Public worship sends us out for worshipful lives of service and witness. Worship not only
comforts us with the promises of the gospel but also disturbs us (in the best sense) as we realize the
significance of fear and brokenness in our world and the world’s desperate need for a Savior. Worship
stokes the gratitude of our hearts that leads naturally to serving the needs of our broken world.” - John D.
Witvliet 

The book of Acts, written by Luke, documents the life of the early church shortly after the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Most Christians at the time were Jewish, and the book of Acts documents how the
apostles took the gospel of Jesus Christ to Jews and Gentiles. Through Luke’s inspired words, we see how
the church thrived despite persecution from the Romans and the Jewish religious authorities.



WHAT WE
BELIEVE

What is the LORD
revealing to us in his Word?
What does the church
believe?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR LIVES

How does God's Word
apply to my life? What is
God calling me to do? How
is God comforting me in
this text?

1

2

3

4

Read Acts 2:42-47. What did the church
devote itself to doing?

What did the church do with their
possessions and belongings?

How did the church worship together?

What happened to the number of people
in the church? How did they become
members of the church?

Study Questions

1

2

Read Hebrews 13:5. Are Christians ever
truly alone? Why or why not?

When is it appropriate to be alone?
When is being alone dangerous?



GOD'S WORD
FOR OUR
FAMILIES

How does this scripture
apply to my family life as a
husband, wife, father,
mother, or child?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR
WORSHIP

What does this text tell me
about proper worship? How
can this text help me
encounter the living God?

1

2

How have you encouraged children in 
 your life to find their community with
God’s people? If you’re not a parent,
grandparent, or guardian, share how
your family encouraged you to find
community in the church. Were these
techniques successful? 

Describe a time when the church came
to your aid or gave you the opportunity
to come to the aid of others. How did
getting help or helping others make you
feel?

Study Questions

1

2

What did the early church do differently
than us in worship? What was similar?
Why do Christians no longer worship in
the temple?

What was the source of the early
church’s generosity? Has the church
become less generous? More generous?
Explain your answer.



GOD'S WORD
FOR THE
KINGDOM

What does the text show me
about my role in building
God's kingdom? How can
God work through me to
bring others to Christ?

1

2

According to our text, the early church
was busy doing two things - worshiping
together and loving one another. Which
of these two things does First CRC do
best? Can we do one of those two things
to the exclusion of the other and still be
partners with God as He builds His
kingdom?

Can a person who worships alone
exclusively truly experience the
Kingdom of God? Why or why not?

Study Questions


