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     Welcome to the Winter 2023 Life Group Series! For the next seven weeks, we will be learning about
worship. It’s all about worship, and worship is about putting First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our
worship, God should be the ultimate and only priority.
     Many of us have grown up in the church for years, and we know HOW to worship but may not
understand why we worship the way we do. Some of us are new to the Christian faith, and worship can
seem strange. Why are these people singing? What are they putting in their mouths? Why should I listen
to the guy behind the pulpit preaching?
     Together, we will look at seven foundational principles that undergird our theology of worship.
Worship is…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

     Some of those principles may not be familiar to you, or you may know about them like the back of
your hand. That’s why we get together and discuss them, so those of us who know can share, and those
who don’t know can learn.
We pray the LORD will use the next seven weeks to enrich your time in worship with the LORD and
his people. 

First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our worship, God should be the ultimate
and only priority.
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“Christian worship should be trinitarian. In worship we address the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—one God in three persons, the God of holiness, love, beauty, and power. God is the One who
graciously invites our worship and then hears our response. God is the One who perfects and mediates
our praise and petitions. God is also the One who helps us comprehend what we hear and prompts us to
respond. In worship, then, we are drawn into relationship with God (the Father) through God (the Son)
and by God (the Holy Spirit). Worship is an arena in which the triune God is active in drawing us closer,
using tangible, physical things like water, bread, and wine; melodies, rhythms, and harmonies; gestures,
smiles, and handshakes to nurture and challenge us. In worship we focus our attention on this self-giving
God. This God-centered focus also keeps us from the temptation to worship worship itself.” - John D.
Witvliet 

Paul likely wrote his epistle to the Philippi church while imprisoned in Rome around 60 AD. The
church suffered persecution at the hands of Jewish religious authorities and mob violence as the apostles
traveled from city to city, sharing the gospel. Romans ruled the holy land and took issue with this new
Jewish “cult” that worshiped a crucified Messiah. Paul writes the church in Philippi to encourage them
in the faith they have in Jesus Christ that they may endure all things.

If you’re bringing a new person to the study, we recommend getting them study materials ahead of
time so they can feel prepared.
Pray that the LORD will open your eyes and heart to receive the lessons he has to teach you in the
study.
Read the scripture focus for the study. 
Go through the questions and think about how you might answer them. We’ve provided space in the
study for you to write down your answers if you’d like.



WHAT WE
BELIEVE

What is the LORD
revealing to us in his Word?
What does the church
believe?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR LIVES

How does God's Word
apply to my life? What is
God calling me to do? How
is God comforting me in
this text?

1

2

3

4

Read Philippians 2:1-11. What will make
Paul’s joy complete? 

What qualities does Paul expect people
will display when they are of the same
mind, having the same love, and being in
full accord and of one mind?

What did Jesus do that he might take on
human form? How did Jesus humble
himself?

How did God respond to Jesus’
humility? How does Jesus exist now? Is
he God? Human? Both? Neither?

Study Questions

1

2

If we do nothing out of selfish ambition
or conceit and look to the needs of
others before ourselves, are we setting
ourselves up to be taken advantage of?
Does it matter if we get taken advantage
of?

Jesus gave everything. He did everything
Paul is asking the church to do and
more. Do people take advantage of Jesus’
selfless giving? If so, how? If not, why
not?



GOD'S WORD
FOR OUR
FAMILIES

How does this scripture
apply to my family life as a
husband, wife, father,
mother, or child?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR
WORSHIP

What does this text tell me
about proper worship? How
can this text help me
encounter the living God?

1

2

Jesus is God’s only Son, yet he sent Jesus
to die, and Jesus willingly complied. One
author has called this “divine child
abuse.” Is it? Why or why not?

Should parents, in humility, count their
children more significant than
themselves? If yes, how should parents
demonstrate humility? If not, what
problem do you believe this will cause?

Study Questions

1

2

The trinity is defined such that “Within
the one Being that is God, there exists
eternally three coequal and coeternal
persons, namely, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit.” How many Gods
do we worship? Can we acknowledge the
work of Jesus without acknowledging
the work of the Holy Spirit or God the
Father in worship? Why or why not?

What are the roles of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit in our celebration of the
Lord’s Supper? Baptism?



GOD'S WORD
FOR THE
KINGDOM

What does the text show me
about my role in building
God's kingdom? How can
God work through me to
bring others to Christ?

1

2

According to our text, why did God
exalt Christ and bestow on him the
name that is above every name?

The world tells us that in order to get
power, we must aggressively take it. We
must fight for what we want, whether
that be justice in our laws or a pay raise.
What did Jesus do to get what he
wanted? If we really want to build the
kingdom of God, how should we go
about it?

Study Questions


