
Life group study
First thing(s) First

WORSHIP IS DIALOGICAL 
Week 2 - Feb. 19, 2023



welcome
First Thing(s) First

Biblical
Dialogical
Covenantal
Trinitarian
Communal
IN but not OF the world
A generous outpouring of excellence

     Welcome to the Winter 2023 Life Group Series! For the next seven weeks, we will be learning about
worship. It’s all about worship, and worship is about putting First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our
worship, God should be the ultimate and only priority.
     Many of us have grown up in the church for years, and we know HOW to worship but may not
understand why we worship the way we do. Some of us are new to the Christian faith, and worship can
seem strange. Why are these people singing? What are they putting in their mouths? Why should I listen
to the guy behind the pulpit preaching?
     Together, we will look at seven foundational principles that undergird our theology of worship.
Worship is…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

     Some of those principles may not be familiar to you, or you may know about them like the back of
your hand. That’s why we get together and discuss them, so those of us who know can share, and those
who don’t know can learn.
We pray the LORD will use the next seven weeks to enrich your time in worship with the LORD and
his people. 

First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our worship, God should be the ultimate
and only priority.
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“Christian worship should be dialogic. In worship, God speaks, and God listens. By the power of the
Holy Spirit, God challenges us, comforts us, and awakens us. And by the prompting of the Holy Spirit,
we listen and then respond with praise, confession, petition, testimony, and dedication. Scripture
constantly depicts God as initiating and participating in ongoing relationships with people. A healthy
life with God maintains a balance of attentive listening and honest speech. So does healthy worship. This
is why our words matter in worship: they are used by God to speak to us, and they carry our praise and
prayer to God.” - John D. Witvliet

Estimates for dating the events of the book of Exodus vary between 1446 BC (under the rule of
Amenhotep II) and 1260 BC (under the rule of Ramses II). Egypt’s Pharaohs ruled over fertile land
irrigated by the Nile river. They were responsible for collecting taxes, leading the people in wartime,
making laws, and administering the land. In addition to the duties of state, Pharaohs also lead the nation
in religious ceremonies that honored the Egyptian gods, with Pharaoh often being considered by the
people as a god.

If you’re bringing a new person to the study, we recommend getting them study materials ahead of
time so they can feel prepared.
Pray that the LORD will open your eyes and heart to receive the lessons he has to teach you in the
study.
Read the scripture focus for the study. 
Go through the questions and think about how you might answer them. We’ve provided space in the
study for you to write down your answers if you’d like.



WHAT WE
BELIEVE

What is the LORD
revealing to us in his Word?
What does the church
believe?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR LIVES

How does God's Word
apply to my life? What is
God calling me to do? How
is God comforting me in
this text?

1

2

3

4

To whom is Moses talking? An angel of
God, or God? Who initiated the
conversation?

How does God identify himself?

What has the LORD seen and heard?
How does the LORD respond to what
he’s seen and heard? 

What’s Moses’ response to the LORD
calling him to bring Israel out of Egypt?
How does the LORD answer Moses’
concerns?

Study Questions

1

2

What has God called you to do? How
did you respond? 

Moses answered God’s call to ministry
by asking, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel
out of Egypt?” What insecurities do you
have about following God’s call on your
life? How did God answer Moses’
concern? 



GOD'S WORD
FOR OUR
FAMILIES

How does this scripture
apply to my family life as a
husband, wife, father,
mother, or child?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR
WORSHIP

What does this text tell me
about proper worship? How
can this text help me
encounter the living God?

1

2

In our text, Moses and the LORD
engage in dialog. They listen, and they
speak to one another. Moses asks
questions, and the LORD answers them.
What happens when family members
don’t talk to one another?

Moses’ calling separates him from his
quiet family life in the country to tangle
with Pharaoh. How should families
respond if the LORD calls you or a
family member into ministry or to leave
a comfortable life? 

Study Questions

1

2

Worship is dialogical - it is a
conversation between us and God. When
do we speak to God in worship? When
do we listen to God in worship?

God commanded Moses to remove his
sandals because he was standing on holy
ground. Removing shoes before entering
a temple was common in the ancient
world, as temples should be kept clean.
However, removing shoes was also
something people did before entering
another person’s home. Moses had no
home with the Egyptians or the
Hebrews. God was telling Moses that he
had a home. How do we today show our
reverence for God when we come to
worship? How does he show us that the
church is our home?



GOD'S WORD
FOR THE
KINGDOM

What does the text show me
about my role in building
God's kingdom? How can
God work through me to
bring others to Christ?

1

2

The LORD called Moses, an old,
ineloquent murderer, to free God’s
people from one of the most powerful
people on earth - Pharaoh. Is there any
reason to believe that we might not be
properly equipped to do the work the
LORD has called us to do for his
kingdom? 

Moses had to travel from Midian to
Egypt to set Israel free. How far do we
have to go to share the gospel with
others? Is God calling us to share the
gospel with others? Are we doing it?

Study Questions


