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     Welcome to the Winter 2023 Life Group Series! For the next seven weeks, we will be learning about
worship. It’s all about worship, and worship is about putting First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our
worship, God should be the ultimate and only priority.
     Many of us have grown up in the church for years, and we know HOW to worship but may not
understand why we worship the way we do. Some of us are new to the Christian faith, and worship can
seem strange. Why are these people singing? What are they putting in their mouths? Why should I listen
to the guy behind the pulpit preaching?
     Together, we will look at seven foundational principles that undergird our theology of worship.
Worship is…

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

     Some of those principles may not be familiar to you, or you may know about them like the back of
your hand. That’s why we get together and discuss them, so those of us who know can share, and those
who don’t know can learn.
We pray the LORD will use the next seven weeks to enrich your time in worship with the LORD and
his people. 

First Thing(s) First! In our lives and in our worship, God should be the ultimate
and only priority.



BEFORE LIFE GROUP

INTRODUCTION

“Christian worship should be biblical. The Bible is the source of our knowledge of God and of the
world’s redemption in Christ. Worship should include prominent readings of Scripture. It should
present and depict God’s being, character, and actions in ways that are consistent with scriptural
teaching. It should obey explicit biblical commands about worship practices, and it should heed
scriptural warnings about false and improper worship. Worship should focus its primary attention
where the Bible does: on the person and work of Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of all creation and the
founder and harbinger of the kingdom of God through the work of the Holy Spirit.” - John D. Witvliet.

HISTORICAL SNAPSHOT

Our text, Matthew 4:1-11 was written by the Apostle Matthew in the late 50’s to early 60’s AD. Matthew’s
gospel stresses the kingdom of God and that it’s not only for the Jews but through Jesus Christ also for
the Gentile nations. 

It’s the 1st century AD. Israel is occupied by the Roman Empire, and God’s people haven’t heard from
the Lord for over 400 years. God’s people, the Jews, eagerly await the promised Messiah - God’s anointed
one, who will establish God’s kingdom on earth.

MAP

If you’re bringing a new person to the study, we recommend getting them study materials ahead of
time so they can feel prepared.
Pray that the LORD will open your eyes and heart to receive the lessons he has to teach you in the
study.
Read the scripture focus for the study. 
Go through the questions and think about how you might answer them. We’ve provided space in the
study for you to write down your answers if you’d like.



WHAT WE
BELIEVE

What is the LORD
revealing to us in his Word?
What does the church
believe

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR LIVES

How does God's Word
apply to my life? What is
God calling me to do? How
is God comforting me in
this text?

1

2

3

4

Read Matthew 4:1-11. Why did the Spirit
lead Jesus to the wilderness?

What did the devil tempt Jesus with
first? Why do you suppose the devil
tempted Jesus with this first?

What was the basis for Jesus’ responses
to the devil in verses 4, 7, and 10? 

Satan tempts Jesus by offering him all
the kingdoms of the world. If Jesus is the
Messiah to whom “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given…”
then why wouldn’t Jesus take Satan up
on his offer? Read Psalm 2:7-12. Where
does Jesus’ authority come from?

Study Questions

1

2

Jesus fasted for 40 days and nights
before Satan tempted him. Satan hoped
to exploit Jesus’ hunger by tempting him
with food. What do you suppose fasting
does besides make people hungry? Why
might Christians fast?

What do you do to avoid temptation?
What spiritual disciplines have helped
you resist falling into temptation?



GOD'S WORD
FOR OUR
FAMILIES

How does this scripture
apply to my family life as a
husband, wife, father,
mother, or child?

GOD'S WORD
IN OUR
WORSHIP

What does this text tell me
about proper worship? How
can this text help me
encounter the living God?

1

2

How are the different elements of
worship (Greeting, Singing, Scripture,
Sermon, etc.) helpful in disciplining our
children?

Is it appropriate for parents to answer
their hungry, cranky children by quoting
Jesus saying, “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.”? Why or why
not?

Study Questions

1

2

What is Jesus starting point for
understanding whom we worship? What
should our starting point be?

What does scripture tell us about whom
we should worship? Does knowing
WHO we should worship also tell us
WHY we should worship? Why should
we worship?



GOD'S WORD
FOR THE
KINGDOM

What does the text show me
about my role in building
God's kingdom? How can
God work through me to
bring others to Christ?

1

2

The Bible is our starting point for
worship, but many people don’t accept
the Bible as an authority. How should
their denial of scripture’s authority
inform how we share the gospel? Should
we not use scripture?

The devil offered Jesus all the kingdoms
of the world in exchange for worship.
What do the devil’s desire for worship
and the price he was willing to pay for it
tell us about the value of worship to the
devil? What value does God put on
worship? What value should we put on
worship?

Study Questions


