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TAKING IT HOME: 

Lord, I pray for Your will in ________’s life.  I pray that they turn to You for 
direction and forgiveness and see how much they have hurt me  Lord I 
also pray that you give me eyes and a heart to see them from Your per-
spective, so that I may choose to forgive. I ask for patience while Your will 
is done in both of our lives, and that You show me how to be the loving 
and obedient servant that You have called me to be.  Amen 
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MY WEEKLY PRAYER PAGE: 

 

LIFE GROUP TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER 
Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group, but it can also be intimidating. We 
find that group prayer goes better when we don’t require everyone to pray and we keep 
our prayers short and simple. 

My group’s prayer requests: 
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LIFE GROUP SERMON GUIDE 
ANOTHER BRICK IN THE WALL:   

PART 5—HAVING A “MIND TO WORK” 
Pastor Lambert Sikkema 

NEHEMIAH 4:1-6 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

 

HOMILETICAL POINT:  We can do ___________things for the Kingdom of 

God when we have a “__________” to do the hard work of _____________ 

to God’s glory. 

 

KEY ISSUE:  Our passage invites us to reflect on the fact that the 

_________  ________  ___________________of the kingdom of God  

____________  _____  ________________as long as we insist that our so-

called “_________” job trumps everything else. 

 

BIBLE SURVEY:  Linking our attitude toward daily work and the kingdom of 
God. 
Genesis 2:15 

Psalm 90:17 

Proverbs 18:9 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 

 

John 5:17 

John 6:27 

Acts 20:35 

Romans 12:11-12 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

Galatians 6:9 

Colossians 3:17, 23-24 

1 Timothy 4:10-12 

 

Key Lesson:  “So we built the wall, for the people had a mind to work.” 

 

Nehemiah inspires us to have _______________ for God’s glory and His 

kingdom and to let that __________ _____________ our daily work.  It’s a 

“frame of mind.” 
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Life Group Homework 

 
 
QUICK REVIEW:  
As you reflect on your Sermon Guide Notes for this week’s message, what was 
one key take-away that you’d like to discuss with your group?  
 
 
 
GOD’S STORY / OUR STORY 
 
Read Nehemiah 4:1-6 
Summarize this passage in one or two sentences.  What stood out to you? 
 
 
 
 Why do you think the Jews’ enemies were so upset? 
 
 
 
 
“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me” has 
been taught to grade school children for decades as a defense from harsh 
words said about them by their peers.  While the quippy rhyme is intended to 
encourage children to rise above the things said about them, or even dissuade 
an aggressor from continuing their rant, harsh words (especially ones that con-
tain half-truths) can often be more hurtful than a physical blow.  Explore with 
your group some different responses to harsh mocking and criticism today 
based on the categories below.   
 
 
 Society: 
 How do you think  
 
  
 Christians: 
 
 
 
 You: 
 
 
 
What was Nehemiah’s response to the hateful criticism from his enemies? 
 
 
 
 
 
In what ways does Nehemiah’s response to this opposition challenge you?  
Would you now think or behave differently? 
 
 

For the week of February 23, 2020 
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Life Group Mission: 
Meaningful relationships centered on God’s word and prayer 

DIGGING DEEPER 
Read: Nehemiah 4:2 & 1 Corinthians 1:20-31 
Share of a time when you may have appeared foolish and weak (feeble) in the 
eyes of others.  How comfortable were you in this situation?   
 
 
 
 
 If you could “rate” yourself according to the passages above, would 
 you say that you were wise, strong, foolish, weak or…..?  Why 
 
 
 
 
 If you had an opportunity, what might you do differently today?  Why?  
 

ADDITIONAL SELF-STUDY (Optional) 
 Read: Matthew 5:44, Luke 6:27-36, Luke 23:34 
While we may entirely understand and empathize with the sentiment of Nehe-
miah’s prayer, as believers we are taught by Jesus to never pray for the con-
demnation of our enemies.  Since the death and resurrection of Jesus, God’s 
just wrath toward sin is satisfied and therefore He shows sinners great mercy 
and we ought to follow that example and pray for their repentance and salva-
tion.  Who in your life is making things difficult for you?  Someone in your life 
who you might consider an opponent?  Someone who, ultimately, you do not 
wish well?  
 
 
 
Accountability:  Ask a trusted friend to hold you accountable to praying for 
that person everyday this week. Set a reminder on your phone or put a sticky 
note on your steering wheel. If you feel really stuck, ask your friend to pray 
with you, to lead you in prayer.  Keep praying for that person until you feel 
your heart soften toward them.  You will grow in your understanding of Jesus 
in a remarkable way as you do this.  Did you find that your heart softened this 
week?  How so? 
 
 
 
 
Focus on your obedience:  Consider stepping out in obedience by perhaps 
sending your opponent (enemy) a small gift.  Remember, keep it a secret 
(Matthew 6:1)!  But watch how your obedience impacts you. God’s word is 
indeed good for “training in righteousness”! (2 Timothy 3:16).  What did you 
choose to do this week?  How did it go? 


