TAKING IT HOME:
Dear Lord,
We have seen the damage firsthand that storms can cause in our lives. We
know the destruction, aching, and devastation that they cause. Father, we ask
today for Your hand and restoration of our lives by Your process. That process
may not look like what we would think or plan, but we know that You will do
what is best. We submit ourselves to Your ever-loving Will and kindness
throughout. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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LIFE GROUP SERMON GUIDE
For the week of February 2, 2020—February 8, 2020

ANOTHER BRICK IN THE WALL: REALISTIC OPTIMISM
Pastor Lambert Sikkema
NEHEMIAH 2:9-18

HOMILETICAL POINT:
A thorough ____________________ is required if you expect to
produce a successful _____________________ ______________.

Likewise, a thorough ____________-____________ is paramount if we
expect a good work to produce a God ________________ _________.

POINT #1: What Nehemiah does in Jerusalem, is what we, ________
_______ _________ ____________, are expected to do with our lives.
Cf. 2 Cor. 13:5, James 1:22-24, 1 Cor. 11:28-29, Lam. 3:40, Psalm 119:60, Matt. 7:3-5

POINT #2:

LIFE GROUP TIPS ON GROUP PRAYER
Prayer is an important part of being in a Life Group, but it can also be intimidating. We
find that group prayer goes better when we don’t require everyone to pray and we keep
our prayers short and simple.

What in fact did Nehemiah do?

#1 Nehemiah __________________ ____________ the
damage done OR acknowledge the ____________ of the
problem?
Cf. vv. 17a

#2 Nehemiah makes _________ _____________ for God
glorifying _____________.
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Life Group Homework
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QUICK REVIEW:
As you reflect on your Sermon Guide Notes for this week’s message, what was
one key take-away that you’d like to discuss with your group?

GOD’S STORY / OUR STORY
1. Read: Nehemiah 2:11-18
Summarize this passage in a few sentences.

DIGGING DEEPER
“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first,
perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right
and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed
doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house
about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense.
What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of — throwing out a new wing here, putting
on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you
were being made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He
intends to come and live in it Himself.” CS Lewis
7. Read: Matthew 3:1-12 and John 1:14
What area of your life do you think Jesus is eager to repair and redeem?

2. Why do you think Nehemiah was keeping his plan/mission to himself?

3. Nehemiah exhibited a great deal of humility in his approach to the people.
Share of a time when a leader in your life led with true humility. How were they
received?

4. Read: Revelation 12:11
How does Nehemiah encourage the people of Jerusalem? Why do you think it
was important that he shared his experience?

5. Share of a time when you attempted to implement a plan or a dream that
God had placed on your heart. How did you go about it? How did others respond to the plan?

a. What was the result?

6. Read: Ephesians 2:8-10
At the end of verse eighteen, we are told that the people “began this good
work.” They grew strong and established good and beautiful work. What good
works do you think God has set before you? What about your family, community, or church?
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8. Read: Ephesians 5:25-30
How does this verse encourage you?

ADDITIONAL SELF-STUDY (Optional)
Read: Hebrews 11:6, 12:7-13, Romans 8:18-31 and 2 Corinthians 4:6-18
In God’s discipline for our own rebellion, we have comfort. In what often
appears to be rampant, uncontrolled evil, we have comfort. To continue to
hold fast to the belief that God is good is of vast importance for “without faith
it is impossible to please God”.

Read: Matthew 7:9-11 and Philippians 1:6
Do you believe that, through Christ, God’s hand is always good upon you?

How does this belief challenge you in your thought patterns and practical
everyday living?

Life Group Mission:
Meaningful relationships centered on God’s word and prayer
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