
Self Study Guide

"The Ring of Power" - Matthew 26:47-56

Opening Prayer

Open your time in prayer, asking God to open your heart to what He revealed through His Word.

Then read Matthew 26:47-56.

Key Takeaways from the Sermon

1.The Temptation of Worldly Power Peter's instinct to reach for the sword represents a

universal human temptation: using the enemy's weapons to fight the enemy's battles. The

ring of power corrupts those who wield it, even when their intentions are good.

2.  The Scriptures Must Be Fulfilled Everything Jesus endured — the arrest, the trial, the

crucifixion — was not a defeat. It was the plan. There is no resurrection without the cross.

God's purposes cannot be thwarted by human failure or enemy schemes.

3.God's Strategy Is Not Our Strategy God did not conquer the world through armies and

force. He conquered it through a humble carpenter, the blood of martyrs, and the

preaching of the gospel. His methods consistently confound human expectations.

4.The Gospel Requires Ears to Hear When Peter cut off the servant's ear, he symbolically

removed that man's ability to hear the good news. Our posture toward those outside of

Christ either opens or closes their ears to the gospel.

5.  We Were Once the Enemy Christ did not wait for us to become worthy before dying for us.

He died for His enemies, and we were among them. This reality should shape how we

engage those who oppose us today.

Personal Reflection

Where in your life are you most tempted to reach for the "ring of power" -- to use pressure,

manipulation, anger, or force to accomplish what you believe is a righteous goal? What does

faithfulness look like in that situation instead?

The sermon mentioned social media as a place where Christians are tempted to "humiliate

the gender ideologues, bully the atheists, and intimidate the Muslims." How does your

online presence reflect or contradict the gospel you claim to believe?

Romans 10 tells us that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. Who in

your life needs to hear that word? Are there ways your approach to them has been closing

their ears rather than opening them?



Questions

1.Have you ever read or watched "The Lord of the Rings"? What did you think of the

sermon's comparison between the ring of power and the temptation to use worldly

methods to accomplish godly goals? What made that illustration helpful or

challenging for you?

2.Think of a time when you reacted to a difficult situation out of impulse rather than

wisdom. What drove that reaction, and what was the outcome?

3.The sermon described Peter as someone who was "eager to do the right thing while

doing evil." How is it possible for someone to be genuinely zealous for God and still

work against God's purposes? Where do you see that tension in your own life?

4.In Matthew 16, Jesus called Peter "Satan" for rebuking Him about the cross. Why do

you think Peter struggled so much to accept that God's plan involved suffering rather

than triumph? In what ways do we share that same struggle today?

5.The sermon described a street preacher at the beach who confronted a woman about

her mask rather than engaging her with love and curiosity. What was wrong with his

approach, even though his words were technically true? What might a more faithful

approach have looked like?

6.Pastor Andy said, "We cannot humiliate someone into trusting Jesus. We cannot bully

someone into trusting Jesus. We cannot intimidate someone into trusting Jesus." Why

is this so important to understand? What does it reveal about the nature of saving

faith?

7.Ignatius of Antioch refused to worship pagan gods and went to his death without

resistance, writing that he wanted to be "the wheat of God." How does his example

challenge the way you think about suffering, faithfulness, and the spread of the

gospel?

8.The sermon stated that God's plan was not "rolling into Rome with armies, but to roll

through Rome in the blood of martyrs." What does this tell us about the relationship

between human weakness and divine power in the advancement of God's kingdom?
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