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HOW GOD'S WORD SPEAKS TO
OUR WORSHIP

1. Lester Ruth wrote, “Around 1993, American
Protestants declared war on each other. And they did so
over worship. Although the weapons used did not inflict
physical harm on the combatants, there were wounds
nonetheless. Bitter disagreements, angry arguments,
and political machinations spilled across the church.
Pastors and musicians were fired or sometimes left on
their own, shaking the dust off of their feet.
Congregants voted with their feet, or their wallets, or
with raised hands if the question of which worship style
was right was brought to a vote. And thus were the
conflicts known as the worship wars.” What might the
existence of the so-called “worship wars” say about our
ability to love without insisting on our own way?

2. When is fighting over worship a matter of insisting on
our own way? When is fighting over worship a matter of
being faithful to the gospel? How can we tell the
difference?

KINGDOM BUILDING
OPPORTUNITIES

1. What does the church have to offer a culture that
insists on, and often gets, its own way?

2. Paul insisted that keeping Gentiles separate from Jews
was contrary to the truth of the gospel. How has the
church in the past acted like the Jews in Antioch? What
effect has historical anti-gospel behavior by the church
affected our gospel presentation? What will you do about
it?

2. How can the entire church, whether married or single,
young or old, man or woman, model love that does not
insist on its own way for the children in the church? Are
we already doing it? If so, how can we do it better?

3. How is the church currently acting like the Jews in
Antioch? What’s your plan to do about it?



Read Galatians 2:1-14. Retell this story in your own
words.

1.

(RE)CONNECTING
WHAT WE BELIEVE

2. Why did Paul go up to Jerusalem with Barnabas and
Titus? To whom was Paul proclaiming the gospel?
(Galatians 2:2)

3. Why do you suppose Paul brought Titus? What is
circumcision and what does it represent to Jews?

4. Who was entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised?
Who was entrusted with ministry to the circumcised?

6. This study is focusing on how love does not insist on its
own way (1 Corinthians 13:5). How did the false brothers
and Peter insist on their own way? 

7. In this text there are a number of people insisting on
their own way. The circumcision group insists that
Gentiles must be circumcised. Peter listened to men who
insisted that Peter, as a Jew, should not eat with
Gentiles. Paul insists that Titus not be forced to be
circumcised, and that Peter should eat with all who
believe in Jesus - circumcised or not. What’s the
difference between Paul’s insistence and that of Peter
and the circumcision group? Why is it ok for Paul to insist
on things, but not ok for the circumcision group and
Peter? 

HOW GOD'S WORD SPEAKS TO
OUR LIVES

3. When we insist on our own way we often do so because
we’re not listening or being empathetic. How we can be
better listeners and more empathetic to others?  

HOW GOD'S WORD SPEAKS TO
OUR FAMILY

1. Parents often “insist on their own way” - especially
when dealing with willful two-year-olds. Are parents
wrong to insist that their children wear a seatbelt, eat
their peas, and pray before meals? How do we reconcile 1
Corinthians 13:5 with Ephesians 6:1-4?

1. Describe a time when someone insisted on their own
way with you. Did it make you feel loved? Why or why not? 

5. What problem does Paul have with Peter?

2. Are there ever times when it’s appropriate to insist on
our own way? If yes, how do we determine when it’s
appropriate to insist on our own way?

2. A recent study of parents discovered that 52% argue
about how to best parent, making it the #1 source of
conflict between parents. If you’ve experienced conflict
over parenting, was it because you and your spouse
disagreed over the goal of parenting, the method of
parenting, or both? What should be the goal of parenting?
What must parents do to ensure that they also agree
upon methods of parenting? 


