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HOW GOD'S WORD SPEAKS TO
OUR WORSHIP

1. Some preachers have a reputation for arrogance. What
factors may contribute to a preacher’s feelings of
superiority? How can the church guard against arrogance
behind the pulpit?  

2. Rudeness is a violation of social convention. What
social conventions have changed over the last 50 years?
How should worship change as a result of changing social
conventions?

KINGDOM BUILDING
OPPORTUNITIES

1. What does a humble church have to offer a culture
immersed in arrogance? 

2. What examples can you think of where the church was
rude and arrogant in its presentation of the gospel? Can
the gospel actually be presented rudely or arrogantly?
Why or why not?

2. Children are always watching. Many parents discover
just how rude and arrogant they can be when they see
their children mimicking their own behavior. How have
children taught you to love others better? What steps
have you taken, whether as a parent or a member of the
church who has promised to teach the gospel of love by
being an example of Christian faith and character, to
model humility and politeness?

3. Certain areas of life seem to reward arrogance. We
see it in politics, the media, the entertainment industry,
and on social media. Does the church reward arrogance?
Explain.



How would you define arrogance? How would you
define rudeness? What’s the difference between the
two?

1.

(RE)CONNECTING
WHAT WE BELIEVE

2. Read Luke 18:9-14. What is this parable about?

3. Was the Pharisee wrong to thank the Lord that he’s
not an extortionist, unjust, an adulterer, or a tax
collector? Shouldn’t we all be thankful when we don’t
struggle with certain sins?

4. What does the Pharisee say that veers from mere
thankfulness to arrogance?

6. In verse 13, the tax collector was so ashamed of his sin
that he wouldn’t lift his eyes to heaven but confessed
that he was a horrible sinner. What’s the difference
between the Pharisee’s “truth” and the tax collector’s
truth?

7. Jesus says that the tax collector went home justified
while the Pharisee did not. What does “justified” mean? 

HOW GOD'S WORD SPEAKS TO
OUR LIVES

3. Describe a time when you’ve been rude. What fruit
does rudeness bear? 

HOW GOD'S WORD SPEAKS TO
OUR FAMILY

1. When we baptize children the congregation promises
to, “…love, encourage, and support these brothers and
sisters (the baptized) by teaching the gospel of God’s
love, by being an example of Christian faith and
character, and by giving the strong support of God’s
family in fellowship, prayer, and service” Who’s
responsibility is it to teach children not to be rude and
arrogant? How does the church keep this promise well?
How can the church keep this promise better?

8. How does arrogance come between us and God? How
does rudeness come between us and others?
 

1. Describe a time when you were arrogant. What fruit
does arrogance bear? Don’t arrogant people often get
ahead in life? 

5. In verse 12, the Pharisee details his good works. Is it
arrogant to be truthful? Was the Pharisee being truthful? 2. How is it unloving to be arrogant? 

4. “Rudeness” is a social convention. For example, in the
United States, we consider it rude when people don’t tip
servers. In most countries, servers are not paid mainly
through their tips, and in some countries, it’s even
considered rude to tip. How can love, which is eternal and
never ends, depends upon something that changes
depending upon a specific time and place?


