
Leader Notes, Expounded 
 
Chapter five opens with a massive problem. The Jews were charging one another enormous 
interest on loans, which was clearly forbidden in the Torah (see Deuteronomy 23:19). The 
financial state of some was so dire that they were giving over their sons and daughters to work 
off their debts. The taxes imposed on them by the Persian government were so high that they, 
apparently, saw mortgaging their property to wealthier Jews and selling their children as the 
only option. The poor Israelites were the ones who were suffering while the wealthy Israelites 
were making a profit off of their countrymen’s plight.  
 
In verse nine, Nehemiah challenges his brothers and sisters by asking, “Shouldn’t you walk in 
the fear of our God to avoid the reproach of our Gentile enemies?”  In Isaiah 42:6, God tells the 
Israelites that He created and called them with the purpose of being “a light to the Gentiles.” 
God wanted Israel to be a light because He longs for all people to have a loving, intimate 
relationship with Him (also see Isaiah 49:6 and 60:3). From the very beginning of their heritage, 
the Jews were intended to bless all nations around them (Genesis 12:1-3). When God brought 
the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt and into the Promised Land, He gave them the Law for the 
important purpose of attracting other nations into a relationship with the God of the Israelites 
(see Deuteronomy 4:5-8). Philippians 2:15 calls followers of God to live as “blameless and pure, 
children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars 
in the universe as you hold out the word of life”. In Matthew 5 Jesus says to His followers, “You 
are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden… Let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 16).  
 
“...by one sacrifice [Jesus’ life and death] He [the Father] has made perfect forever those [you!] 
who [He makes] holy” (Hebrews 10:14, brackets mine). Wow! What a relief! It is God who 
makes you holy — not your striving. It is God who sets you apart for His glory — not your 
achievements. It is God who lovingly dictates your life — not your checkered past, not your 
seemingly spotless past. The radical forgiveness of God lifts away our burden of guilt and 
shame and frees us to dedicate our lives to Him in gratitude.  
 
The latter half of the chapter shows us the truly remarkable generosity of Nehemiah — which, of 
course, is only a small reflection of God’s generosity. Not only does Nehemiah not collect the 
tax he is entitled to as a governor, he continues to work on the wall and has his men work on 
the wall as well. He does not consider himself exempt from the hard work because of his high 
position. Additionally, he daily hosts an extravagant table for his countrymen and any visitors. In 
contrast to the poor example some of the other Jews were giving to the surrounding nations by 
making a profit off of the misfortune of their fellow Jews, Nehemiah was giving a wonderful 
example of the LORD’s generosity to all people.  
 
Finally, Nehemiah closes the chapter with a simple prayer. Instead of taking up a tax from the 
already heavily taxed Jews, Nehemiah relied on God to provide for him — and evidently, God 
provided very abundantly through the Persian government and his own estate.  
 
Pray for your group to be moved by the generous love of God. Ask for their eyes to be opened 
to where they are not honoring God’s name and call on their lives. Pray that they would be 
inspired to give as their Heavenly Father gives. Pray that they would have a correct view of God 
so that they would be transformed into His likeness. Pray that your group would be generous 
with their forgiveness, as God is with His. Pray for your group to come to a fuller, deeper 
understanding of God’s forgiveness so they can live free of guilt and shame.  



 


