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Life Groups – So Much More Than a Bible Study 

The 2019 Fall Semester of Life Groups will begin Sunday, 
September 15th, and we are so grateful for the work that 
God has been doing through this program. When our Co-
ordinator Team launched the Life Group program for the 

first time in the fall of 2016, we had 32 people committed to be a part of the 
program as either Facilitators (Leaders) or Hosts but we were unsure how many 
members to expect. Fast forward 3 years to fall of 2019 and I am happy to re-
port that we now have 45 gifted Facilitators and Hosts comprising of 13 unique 
Life Groups and 150 participants! 

This nine week, sermon-based small group program meets weekly for nine 
weeks to share, pray, study, support, serve and socialize with one another. Not 
only will groups discuss how Sunday’s message plays out in real life, they will 
pray together and essentially walk through life together. Because we know that 
life is busy, we encourage our groups to take time out of their weekly meeting 
schedule to simply spend time with one another in genuine Christian fellowship: 
Socials. The encouragement for a social meeting comes from a desire for mem-
bers to have the opportunity to celebrate life’s victories and provide a positive 
support structure for each other when life’s struggles arise. These Life Groups 
provide another way to build trusted support and affirmation networks through 
lasting friendships that live outside of Sunday morning worship.  

Not only are these groups growing deeper with one another and in their rela-
tionship with the Lord, but they are reaching out into the community through a 
variety of Serve Projects. In the last four semesters these groups have complet-
ed close to 65 service projects, helping more than 25 different organizations 
within our local community (Hanford). Life Group members are serving our com-
munity joyfully by using their God given gifts and talents. We celebrate that God 
has given each of us these unique gifts, and that we are able to be good stew-
ards of His grace.  

If you’re not already in a group, I would ask that you prayerfully consider giving 
the Life Group program a try. We’d be honored to have you with us, and I am 
confident that you’ll be glad you joined. 

In Christ, 

Heather Thomas 
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Creating Space for God 

By: Lael Dunn 

Director of Youth Ministries 

A few months ago it became evident that the exist-
ing seating in the upstairs Loft wasn’t functional for 
our growing groups (Middle School Ministry and 
Common Ground), and plans began to improve 
the area. Creating a classic, purposeful, and rever-
ent space is no easy task. I was reminded of Da-
vid’s desire to build a temple for the Lord, and how 
God responded to him by simply saying it wasn’t 
necessary. God does not dwell in man-made tem-
ples; his power and presence surpass them.  

Nonetheless something needed to be done, so I set about the project with the vision of a space that 
would be comfortable, functional, and that wherever an eye glances, it would be met with the truth of 
God’s Word. It has been an exciting project working beside talented and hard-working people. I am so 
blessed by the willingness of people to paint, build furniture, and to simply serve. What a gift that two tal-
ented artists in our congregation put together most of the art that is now hanging upstairs- full of remind-
ers of God’s love for us and his call on our lives. Another really neat element was meeting people from 
our community who were repurposing our items that were no longer useful. I met Grandmas, teachers, 
homeschoolers, and even a young lady passionately pursuing opening a day care. Most had never been 
to our church before, and I hope their first experience was one of generous graciousness.  

Now that the room is (mostly) complete (minus a few tiny details), I can’t help but praise the Lord for the 
ideas He placed in my path along the way and how He provided them. Now I see a purposeful space that 
will bless so many people, especially our teens with a place to hear about God, to connect with each oth-
er and other adult mentors, and ideally to meet with God.  

I know that God doesn’t need an aesthetically pleasing environment to bring people closer to him, but he 
does need time with us. In our busy lives, it is so easy to fail to make space in our schedules for God. 
Youth Ministries is an opportunity to take a breath during our week and make space in our lives for God. 
It is my prayer that the space made each week will open a window for more and more intentional pockets 
of time spent with the Lord throughout the week. Youth Ministries isn’t about the programs, the rooms, the 
exciting games, or fun opportunities, but it is about creating space for God in our lives and the lives of the 
next generation.  

Whatever you write on the heart of a child 
  No water can wash away. 
The sands may be shifted when billows are wild  
  And the efforts of time may decay. 
Some stories may perish, some songs be forgot 
  But this graven record—times changes it not. 
Whatever you write on the heart of a child 
  A story of gladness or care 
That heaven has blessed, or earth has defiled 
  Will linger unchangeably there. 
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Children’s Ministries Update 
 

What an amazing year for our Children’s Ministry programs. From reno-
vations, to new curriculum, graduation, doubling class sizes and an 
amazing dedicated team, we have truly felt the Lord’s hand in every as-
pect of our Children’s Ministry.  I have been so grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve as the Director of Children’s Ministries for this congrega-
tion.  There is nothing quite as moving as seeing children express their 

passion and love for our Lord through song, dance, storytelling and activities.  
 
This year has brought with it a lot of change; we started a new CRC based Children’s Worship 
curriculum called DWELL.  With the adoption of a new curriculum, we were able to expand 
our Children’s Worship program to include children in grades 1 and 2.  Children ages 3-PreK 
attend the PLAY class.  This class began with six children and has since more than doubled in 
size since beginning the program last year.  This growth now requires the PLAY class to meet 
in two rooms.  What a blessing!  The IMAGINE class is for children in grades Kindergarten 
through 2nd grade.  This is a brand-new class for us here at 1st CRC and we are so excited to 
see more than 25 children learning and growing in the Lord each week.  An exciting first for 
us was when eight of our second Graders graduated in front of the congregation in August.  
Each of these graduates was given a Bible filled with special messages of encouragement 
from our IMAGINE Storytelling team and the team even included their individual favorite 
scriptures for each of the children to find, read and be encouraged by.  Oh, and who can for-
get the Mento’s?  Each of these kiddos was given a pack of Mento’s to help ease them in their 
transition into Sunday morning service.   
 
As the Director of Children’s Ministries here, I have been so incredibly fortunate to be joined 
by an amazing team of Storytellers, Adult volunteers and Youth volunteers.  Each of these 
volunteers has such a passion for children and the mission to facilitate their growing 
knowledge and love for the Lord.  Each week this team of volunteers is responsible for teach-
ing the exciting lessons.  The PLAY Storyteller team includes Marissa Carpenter, Maegen de 
Jong, Cheryl Zonneveld, Kim Spicer, and Jennifer Koelewyn.  The IMAGINE Storyteller team 
includes Claire Noland, Kelly Bekedam, Lael Dunn, Sheri Tos, and Reanna Bergman.   
 
In addition to our Children’s Worship Storytelling team, I am truly thankful for our Nursery 
Caregivers, Nursery Team Members and Children’s Worship Team Members.  They too are 
helping to make our Children’s Ministries possible!  Please join me by sharing your apprecia-
tion with them.  Any time you see them in their classes, down the hall or in worship, please 
take a moment to say, ‘Thank you’ for being your partner in teaching your children about the 
love of Jesus. 
 
In Christ, 
 

Sarah Zonneveld 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
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Governing Council Meeting Minutes 

Hanford First Christian Reformed Church 

 

Members Present –Pastor Lambert Sikkema, Adam Mackey, Rimmert de Jong, Josh Zonneveld, Scott 

Schmidt, Bruce Pickering, David teVelde, Bill Tos, Robert Butts, Heather Thomas – Secretary to Clerk 
 

Excused Absences – None 
 

Dinner followed by Devotions and Prayer – Adam Mackey opened in Prayer.  
 

Call to Order – Adam Mackey, Chairman  
1.  Chairman welcomed guests/visitors present 

 

Strategic Planning – Adam Mackey  
Renovation/Design Update – Heather Thomas, Dave teVelde, and Robert Butts provided an update on the ren-

ovation project.  Services were solicited from Ten Over Studio, 4Creeks, Inc. & 4CG to begin the initial design 

and budget discussions for the potential renovation project.  Great care was given during the three program-

ming sessions to consider and use feedback from the Fall 2018 Focus groups as well as ministry leaders in 

providing a design that better meets the needs and desires of the congregation.  By June 15, 4CG will provide 

the Design-Build schedule with anticipation that a completed design presentation would be available after Sep-

tember 1st. 
 

2019/20 Budget Approval – A discussion was had regarding one item under the “Strategic Ministry Initiatives” 

category: Partners Worldwide (Local Initiative). The decision was made to reduce this ministry line by $10,000 

(from $20,000 to $10,000).  In the event the ministries success requires additional funding, special collections 

and private donations would be considered.  Pastor Lambert led a discussion regarding how First CRC might 

recalculate Ministry Shares.  This reevaluation is in response to the discussions in Synod (past and upcoming) to 

redesign the current Ministry Shares program.  A reaffirmation was given by Adam Mackey regarding the pro-

cess of budget approval at the congregational level.  
 

Motion – “To approve the 2019/20 Budget Proposal with a change to the Partners Worldwide Ministry Initiative only.”

            - CARRIED 
 

2019/20 Ministry Objectives Approval – A discussion was had regarding the 2019/20 Ministry Objectives 

(Guiding Principles Objectives Reports).  Adam Mackey reminded everyone that the Ministry Outcomes are an-

nual goals initially set by the Lead Pastor for Governing Council approval.  Currently there are eight Ministry 

Objectives. 

1.  Adult Conversions Marked by Profession of Faith: 2019/20 Goal: 9—(2018/19 Goal: 9, Outcome: 12) 

2.  Number of Service Projects: 2019/20 Goal: 24—(2018/19 Goal: 24, Outcome: 26) 

3.  Number of Community Engagement Ministries: 2019/20 Goal: 4—(2018/19 Goal: 4, Outcome: 6) 

4.  Retention/Assimilation: 2019/20 Goal: 6—(2018/19 Goal: 6, Outcome: 8) 

5.  Zero-Based and/or Envisioning Retreats: 2019/20 Goal: 1—(2018/19 Goal: 1, Outcome 0) 

6.  Life Group Participation 

Leadership (Council): 2019/20 Goal: 90%  

A.  2018/19 Goal: 90%, Outcome 79.5%) 

B.  Congregation: 2019/20 60% (2018/19 Goal: 60%, Fall Outcome 75%, Spring Outcome 81%) 

7.  Spiritual Formation (Vision Frame): 2019/20 Goal: 50% Engagement (3 tracking opportunities per 

year) 

       (2018/19 Goal: Develop, Outcome: Developed with 70% engagement from Life Group Feedback  

        Forms) 

8.  Governing Council Objectives: 2019/20 Goal: Read one Book & Attend one Conference/Training  

(2018/19 Goal: Read one Book & Attend one Conference/Training, Outcome 1/1) 

 
Motion – “To accept the 2019/20 Ministry Objectives as presented by staff as well as Council objectives to read 

“Canoeing the Mountains” as attend one conference as presented by Governing Council.” 

            - CARRIED 

 

June 4, 2019 
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Governance Report – Heather Thomas & Pastor Lambert 
Heather Thomas and Pastor Lambert reported on the following items:   

Lead Pastor Report (Pastor Lambert): 

 Everyone was encouraged to attend the upcoming Tom Kraeuter Worship Conference and  

  shared that Tom would preach for Sunday Morning Worship (June 23, 2019) following the  

  conference 

 An update on the recent success of the Pilot Program: Expedition Day Camp.  This event  

  hosted  more than 70 students.  The next Expedition Day Camp is set for June 29, 2019 and  

  all were invited to volunteer and attend. 

 Our Calvin Seminary Student (Intern) Richard Britten III was introduced and all were  

  invited to join his upcoming Discussion Group on the Book of Ephesians. 

 

Financial Report (Heather Thomas):  

 The 2018/19 Budget behind is giving at 69% of the budget.  However expenditures are sitting at 

  63% of the budget. The budget compared to expenses is in good standing.  

 An update on the status of Ministry Shares was presented.  We are currently three months        

  behind  in Ministry Shares for the 2018/19 budget year in accordance with the reduction in     

  giving. 

 

Financial Planning (Heather Thomas):  

 The 2019/20 Christian Education (Tuition Assistance) Projections were presented along with a 

  letter written by Jason Mackey (Comptroller) to be presented to the congregation acknowledge

  ing the need for increased funding. 

  

“Guiding Principles Objectives Report” (Heather Thomas):  

 Report given on six “Guiding Principle Ministry Outcomes” including: 

  Profession of Faith  

  Outreach Outcomes  

  Assimilation  

  Ministry Involvement  

  Leader Development  

  Life Group Participation  

  Spiritual Formation  

 

Staff Report (Heather Thomas):  

 A current staff report status was presented to Governing Council citing that while the staff is 

  working diligently, the stress and strain of recent events is beginning to take its toll.  It was  

  requested to continue to pray, support and provide words of affirmation, especially during this 

  time of transition. 
 

Governing Council Objectives and Milestones – Adam Mackey, Chairman 
Correspondence – Adam Mackey presented a request from Central Valley Christian Board (Member: Kelly 

Verdegaal) to meet with a member of Governing Council to discuss and pursue partnership opportunities. GC 

Members: Bill Tos, Josh Zonneveld, and David teVelde volunteered to meet with CVC board representatives.  

Their contact information is to be provided to Kelly Verdegaal. 

 

 

 “Come work for the Lord.   
The work is hard,  

The hours are long and the pay is low.   
But the retirement benefits are out of this world.” 
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Guiding Principles Update/Discussion – Pastor Lambert provided an update on the status of the Lan-

guage review of the Guiding Principles, specifically the Accountability Principles section.  A clarifying discus-

sion with an explanation regarding the sequence of events as they related to Kathy Smith’s (Associate Direc-

tor, Calvin Institute of Christian Worship, Adjunct Professor of Church Polity, Calvin Theological Seminary, 

Adjunct Professor of Congregational and Ministry Studies, Calvin College) Church Order review was provided.  

Upon receipt of the Governance Model, Kathy Smith suggested a clarifying change in the language of Article 

23: Governing Council Member Commitment, from:  “If a Governing Council member’s contributions are not 

patently obvious the Governing Council member will resign their position or be subject to removal by the Gov-

erning Council chair,” and be replaced with, “If a Governing Council member’s contributions are not patently 

obvious the Governing Council member will resign their position or be subject to removal from office for violat-

ing a pledge to the Council.  The Chairman of the Governing Council shall see to it that all the provisions of 

Church Order Articles #82, 83, & 84 shall be adhered to without abridgement.” 

Motion – “To adopt the language to change Article 23: Governing Council Member Commitment of the Guiding 

Principles” as presented.        - CARRIED 

 

Lead Pastor Search – Adam Mackey provided an update regarding the Lead Pastor search.  The Lead Pastor 

Search Team (Ad Hoc) is in place.  ChapterNext has presented 4 potential candidates for review and the next 

Search Team meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 5:30 PM. 

 

Governance Feedback (ad hoc) Committee – Bill Tos presented the request to form a Governance Feed-

back Committee to assess both the strengths and opportunities for improvement of the “new” governance mod-

el established in 2016.  This ad hoc committee would be in place for approximately 90 days, hosting a series of 

meetings and dissolving at its conclusion.  Once concluded a report will be presented to Governing Council no 

later than September 1, 2019.  Pastor Lambert suggested inviting an elder of a neighboring CRC to sit in on 

the committee as an observer. 

 

Motion – “To approve the Governance Feedback Board as an ad hoc committee with the addition of two neigh-

boring CRC church council members included.”    - WITHDRAWN 

 

Motion – “To approve the Governance Feedback Board as an ad hoc committee.”  

          - CARRIED 

              

Full Council Meeting Update – Adam Mackey presented the Pre-Agenda for the upcoming Full Council 

Meeting on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 7:00 PM asking all Governing Council Members to be present. 

 

Open Discussion – Adam Mackey opened the floor for guests to ask questions and share concerns.  

Questions/Concerns along with Clarification of each were presented regarding the following: 

    Lead Pastor Job Description (Searching for a new Lead Pastor) 

    Clarity and Communication when sharing information with the congregation (Methods and Fre-

quency) 

    Maintaining Accountability and Leadership Model (Authority and Supervision) 

 

8:40 PM: Open Discussion / Mutual Censure   
 

Respectfully Submitted 

Secretary to Clerk, Heather Thomas 
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KIDS’ KORNER 

 
    There will be different kinds of puzzles from time to time,          

not just multiple choice. 

 

Both Rhyme and Reason 
The words to be filled in, rhyme with the words in bold italics at the right. 

There is a blank for each letter, and the words are the names of people,                        

with one exception. 

 
1.____ ____ ____ ____      The first king of Israel was tall 

2. ____ ____ ____ ____   She told her mother-in-law the truth 

3. ____ ____ ____ ____    We should hark to his Gospel 

4. ____ ____ ____ ____   His brother was slain by him 

5. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____  His wife was Priscilla 

6. ____ ____ ____    He got the better land, due to Abraham’s    

    generosity 

7. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____  She sheltered spies in Jericho before the time of  

  Ahab 

8. ____ ____ ____ ____   The book of the Bible is full of facts  

9. ____ ____ ____    This man was the son of Jacob 

10. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ This mother of Samuel lived before Anna the 

prophetess 

    

If the answers you do not know, just look down below 

1.I Samuel 10:21     2. Ruth 2:19     3. Book of Mark     4. Genesis 4:8     5. Acts 18:2 

6. Genesis 13:8-11     7. Joshua 2:1     8. Book of Acts.  9. Exodus 1:1-4     I Samuel 1:20 
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SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES  submitted by Amy Breslow 

This fall, Pastor Lambert will be teaching a nine part series called “Rooted” on the spiritual disci-
plines.  It will be the topic of our Life Group sessions, and I have to tell you, I’m excited about this 
subject.  You are probably thinking, “what? Spiritual discipline? How is that exciting?” If you are 
like me, this word sounds scary at first.  “Discipline” has come to mean different things to each of 
us, and I think for many of us it sounds like a super “religious” word.  Let me share something I 
know: religion enslaves people.  Jesus spent a large portion of his ministry speaking against reli-
gion. Religion tells people they have to act a certain way in order to earn salvation, but WE know 
that the RELATIONSHIP we have with Christ is what sets us free. So when we dive into the study of 
the spiritual disciplines this fall, we are not talking about the binding rigidity of discipline (“There is 

nothing that can choke the heart and soul out of walking with God like legalism”1).  Legalism is not discipline, and ri-
gidity is not discipline.  We are not talking about pious exercises, nor regulations for life.  The disciplines themselves 
are not virtuous, and they do not impart or contain any righteousness.  They don’t give us “extra credit” with God.   
The disciplines are only a means to one end: discovering Christ.  The disciplines are not our focus, Christ is.  What we 
will be doing is looking at the acts of devotion that the writers of scripture and the early saints insisted were important 
in having a relationship with Christ.   

 
 As a guide, we will be using the book, “Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth” by Richard 
Foster (You can purchase your copy of the book on Amazon). The book is not a requirement, but I would recom-
mend it to anyone who has a desire and willingness to be more like Christ.  
 

The practice of spiritual disciplines is not for any special saint, or for any super Christian.  It is for anyone 
and everyone who believes in the name of Jesus.  Our true calling is to seek to be like Him in every way, and as we 
seek Him, we will find ourselves desiring to change from our old selves, and wanting to look more like Him- to be a 
better reflection. We must allow ourselves to be deepened and stretched into His image, and as we do so, we will 
become more free, more alive, and more joyful. Spiritual disciplines are the “door to liberation” not the shackles of 
religion.   

 
This nine part series is not meant to be an abstract study or a series of lectures (indeed, the temptation to 

study them without experiencing them is a real danger), but a practical, experiential way of walking hand in hand with 
Christ. For example, one can study the scriptures on fasting without actually refusing food – but only actually withhold-
ing food for a predetermined period will lead you to an understanding of self-sacrifice.  And merely withholding one-
self from food will not result in any real spiritual growth, unless one is also willing to submit fully to Him to allow Him 
to affect the change in us; our will alone cannot change us.  

 
  Richard Foster says, “There is a proper place for the will, but it is not in transforming the inner person.  The 
will functions in the decision to place our lives before God so that He may work within us, as the old spiritual puts it, 
‘I have decided to follow Jesus.’  And that decision is a continual2 one, for the following of Jesus is continual.” My 
decision to follow Christ is a daily submission of my will to His, and the practice of Spiritual disciplines is how I can 
daily make this choice, by doing the things that focus my mind and heart and will on Him, and on His direction.  
 
Many of the Spiritual disciplines that Foster discusses are practices that have been lost to time by the modern 
church.  Some of the disciplines, such as the discipline of fasting, and the corporate discipline of seeking guidance 
from the Holy Spirit, are disciplines which were firmly and actively practiced by the early church.  Their practice was 
understood and utilized in ways which we cannot grasp today simply because the understanding of them is gone 
from our midst.   
____________________ 

1Richard Foster  

https://www.amazon.com/Celebration-Discipline-Special-Anniversary-Spiritual/dp/0062803883/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IJQ1M9JY9U0N&keywords=celebration+of+discipline+by+richard+foster&qid=1567621727&s=gateway&sprefix=celebration+of%2Caps%2C198&sr=8-1


 

PAGE 9 THE FOCUS 

The nature of the Spiritual disciplines is that they are personal and internal, but they are “inward [realities] 
that result in… outward [lifestyles].”3 They must be absorbed internally, and practiced internally, and it is inwardly 
that we are changed.  And when we are changed inwardly, the change is visible on the outside, visible to others.  As 
we set our minds on being submitted to God for change, we will experience spiritual growth and maturity.  Spiritual 
growth is the purpose of the Spiritual disciplines, but each discipline also has its own unique individual purpose, 
which when all are drawn together, paint a beautiful picture of a Christian life.  By definition, the word discipline 
implies a training process, and it is the reason why every Christian is not a faithful spiritual giant.  The Spiritual disci-
plines are a process, for they involve the working out of the flesh, and the will, and the evil which has gotten a hold 
of us and worked its way into our hearts and minds and spirits.  Practicing the spiritual disciplines is a turning away 
from the self, and it involves a process, since it is our human fleshly nature to always think of ourselves first.  As we 
grow and are changed, the product of our emphasis is a life of spiritual growth, colored throughout with life and joy 
and freedom and a harmonious connection with the father.  I am reminded by a statement from C.S. Lewis, who 
said, The nature of the Spiritual disciplines is that they are personal, and internal, but they are “inward [realities] 
that result in… outward [lifestyles].” They must be absorbed internally, and practiced internally, and it is inwardly 
that we are changed.  And when we are changed inwardly, the change is visible on the outside, visible to others.  As 
we set our minds on being submitted to God for change, we will experience spiritual growth and maturity.  Spiritual 
growth is the purpose of the Spiritual disciplines, but each discipline also has its own unique individual purpose, 
which when all are drawn together, paint a beautiful picture of a Christian life.  By definition, the word discipline 
implies a training process, and it is the reason why every Christian is not a faithful spiritual giant.  The Spiritual disci-
plines are a process, for they involve the working out of the flesh and the will and the evil which has gotten a hold of 
us and worked its way into our hearts and minds and spirits.  Practicing the spiritual disciplines is a turning away 
from the self, and it involves a process, since it is our human fleshly nature to always think of ourselves first.  As we 
grow and are changed, the product of our emphasis is a life of spiritual growth, colored throughout with life and joy 
and freedom and a harmonious connection with the father.  I am reminded by a statement from C.S. Lewis, who 
said, 

"Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can under-
stand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew 
that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house about 
in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up to? The expla-
nation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you thought of - throwing out a new wing 
here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being 
made into a decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself."4 

_________________ 
2Foster, 261 
3Foster, 79 

4Lewis, Mere Christianity  

If you want to get a head start on this series, here are some scripture passages to reflect on this week:   

Sunday: The longing to go deeper / Psalm 42.  

Monday: The slavery of ingrained habits  / Psalm 51.  

Tuesday: The slavery of ingrained habits / Romans 7:13–25.  

Wednesday: The bankruptcy of outward righteousness / Philippians 3:1–16.  

Thursday: Sin in the bodily members / Proverbs 6:16–19.  

Friday: Sin in the bodily members / Romans 6:5–14.  

Saturday: The victory of Spiritual Discipline / Ephesians 6:10–20.  
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UNITY IN WORSHIP WITH TOM KRAEUTER 
 

On June 22 our church hosted its first ever Worship Conference.  Forty-six people attended, including a few from the 
Visalia CRC.  The speaker was Tom Kraeuter, a popular author and teacher who regularly ministers to Bible- believing 
churches throughout the United States and several foreign countries.  He certainly kept everyone’s attention with his 
visuals and delightful presentation style. 
 

The first section was “Envisioning Worship”.  We were reminded that “worship is the act of intentionally putting our fo-
cus on God to honor Him and is unashamed, total adoration of God”.  He noted that “being together with people who 
are different from us causes us to grow and be conformed to the image of Christ and become the body of Christ”.  Tom 
stated that “If you like everything that happens in your church, you are probably at best reaching only people of your 
generation that are much like you”.  We were reminded that we need the enthusiasm of youth, and that they need to 
hear how God has worked in our lives. 
 

“Why Do We Worship God?” was the next section of his presentation.  We were challenged to consider how pervasive 
sin is in our lives and acknowledge that we are far worse than we think we are and reminded that we worship God for 
what He has done.  Tom concluded the morning session with these words: “God is not against us!  He is for us!  He 
has made a way for us when there was no way”. 
 

“The Too-Often Missing Element of Worship” was the topic of the afternoon session.  Tom very strongly stated that 
“negative thoughts about others destroy the temple,” and that we need to look at ourselves, not others; Jesus came to 
reconcile us to one another”.  When we try to walk as Christians by ourselves, we set ourselves up for a fall.  We were 
instructed to respond to someone who speaks negatively about someone by saying something positive about that per-
son.  Practically speaking, we need to do the following:   
    
    1. Admit that we need one another 
    2. Be willing to follow leadership 
    3. Choose to not be offended 
    4. Encourage one another 

 

Concluding statement: 

What would happen if all our churches unified around the cross of Christ? 
 

 
A handout of notes from the presentation is available from the office. Four of his books, which are written in the same 
story-filled style as his presentations, are available in our library. 
 

Reflecting God’s Mercy in an Unmerciful World - This book gives an understanding of what it means to be mercy-
givers.  Through Scripture and powerful anecdotes, mercy is shown over and over.  Applying it to our lives, it will help 
the reader to better reflect God’s mercy in an unmerciful world.  

 

Your Identity Has Been Stolen – Discovering who we really are in Christ, this book addresses the challenge of living 
with our identity fully grounded in Christ.  Knowing our identity in Christ gives a freedom and joy and confidence while 
recognizing who we are in Him in the way God designed us to live. 

 

Worship in Heaven and Why On Earth It Matters - The glimpses of worship in heaven we see in the Bible appear to be 
very different than our experiences of worship here on earth.  Have you ever wondered why that is?  Why are we not 
moving closer to that heavenly pattern?  Real and practical answers to these questions are offered in this book. 

 

The Great Soviet Awakening – This is the true story the west was never told.  It is the fascinating story of the outpour-

ing of the Holy Spirit that occurred in the Soviet Union some three decades ago.  It is an absolutely amazing story of a 

spiritual revival that happened in the unlikeliest of circumstances and against what would appear to be insurmountable 

odds.  This is an absolutely captivating book. 
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Every week, we are privileged to see so many gifts and talents lead the church in excellence in worship. What you 
don’t see (behind the scenes) is all of the time and energy and people who work together to craft a terrific service. 
Currently, we have 28 people who are a part of the worship team (too many to list all at once!).  Over the next few 
months, we will introduce you to all of the folks who make the worship service happen every week.  This edition will 
focus on the Audio/Visual Team that works behind the scenes.  Please take some time to thank these folks for their 
service to the community and the kingdom!  

Jason Mackey- Sound 

Jason Mackey has been a part of FCRC for over 30 years.  He is a valuable part of our sound team, 
and he uses his gifts often- not just for church services, but for weddings, funerals, and graduations.  
Even though Jason doesn’t play any instruments, he has a gift for helping run and mix the sound for 
services, and works hard to make sure that all of the instruments blend together and are wired cor-
rectly- not just for the service, but for the livestream as well.  He enjoys being a part of the team, and 
we are grateful for his expertise! Jason manages the Commercial Lines Department at Mackey & 
Mackey Insurance.  He and his wife Aaryn have 3 children: Eleanor (14), Thomas (12), Camilla (9) 

Tim Thomas- Sound 

Tim has been a member of FCRC since 2003, and is an invaluable asset to the music, sound, and tech-
nical operations of the church.  Tim volunteers tirelessly, and is our resident “expert” on all things per-
taining to Sound, systems, and computers. For the last 15 years, Tim has spent an incredible amount of 
time researching, learning, setting up, tearing down, tweaking, fixing, and otherwise keeping all of our 
sound systems operational and professional. “I love that one of the gifts God gave me was being tech-
nical minded. I love working with the AV team, bringing new ways to worship. Our congregation has 
come a long way and would love to thank Brian Kootstra and Dick Hofmans for their mentorship over the 
years.  ”For his “real job” he works as a Project Manager for T. Brooks and Associates, a small roofing 

and hazardous material consulting firm out of Clovis. Tim is married to Heather and they have two sons: Johnathan-
14, and Ethan-8. 

Aaron Schroeder- Sound 

Aaron has attended FCRC for the last 4 years, and even though he doesn’t play any musical instru-
ments, he has a talent for computers systems and software and a great ear for how the music should 
sound on any given Sunday. Aaron enjoys serving, but prefers to not be up front. “I enjoy being able 
to use my gifts in support of our congregational worship (its a big bonus that I don't have to be any-
where near the stage to do that :) )”. Aaron is a Controls Engineer at Serpa Packaging, a packaging 
equipment manufacturer. At Expedition Day Camp this summer, Aaron gave a presentation on electri-
cal engineering to the children and helped them make their very own working flashlights! Aaron and 
his wife Rachel have a daughter Evelyn (2), and another baby on the way (due Sept. 11)               

Congratulations! Fun Fact: I am a bit of an adrenaline junkie e.g. driving race cars, skydiving, etc 

Brian Bergman- Camera 

Brian has attended FCRC for the last 18 years, and he has been the lead operator on our camera 
systems since they were installed two years ago.  Prior to that, he helped run sound for Sunday 
services, and has been an active part of the AV team for many years.  Brian played turntables in 
a ska band in his youth, and we know he secretly wants to be a part of the band (he wants to play 
bass guitar!).  Brian works at Cloverdale farms and he and his wife Reanna have four children: 
Thea (13), Hudson (11), Hans (9), Marit (6).  The children all attend Hanford Christian, and the 
Bergman family is actively involved in the CRC community, serving in every area they can.              
Fun Fact: “I've been in a plane crash (forced landing) and I've been bit by a shark. I like beige 

and vanilla is my favorite flavor of ice cream.” (Brian is also known for his photo-bombing skills!)  

Johnathan Thomas-Camera 

Johnathan has been a part of this church since he was born, and has been actively involved in the AV 
ministry for as long as he can remember.  Johnathan has been in almost every nook and cranny in the 
building, running cables, and carrying connection equipment! Johnathan has exceptional technical skills 
but is also showing great musicianship while he is learning to play guitar. Jonathan is a freshman at 
Hanford West High School and wants to join the Air Force after graduation. Johnathan is a hard worker 
and runs a successful lawn care business in his spare time. He also enjoys raising prize-winning pigs 
(you can find him at the fair every year!) and training dogs for competition. He has won many awards for 

his animals. We are very fortunate to have Johnathan be a part of the team!  

Fun Fact: He is an avid reader and loves fantasy novels.  He is always carrying a book with him!  
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Andrew Van Heeringen- Camera, Lyrics 

Andrew has been attending FCRC for the last ten years (that’s more than half of his life!). Andrew 
runs the camera operations regularly, and is learning how to run lyrics and sound.  In his spare time, 
he like to make videos and be a part of the Youth Ministries at the church. He loves being a part of 
“the family” at FCRC, and serves in any area he is able, especially if it allows him to learn new 
things. Andrew loves to learn and is a self-described “old soul.”  He loves to see other Christians 
learn more about the word of God, and he actively participates in Teens Encounter Christ (TEC).  
Andrew is a Sophomore at Hanford West, and he will be starting a job at Sensory Rock this October.  
Even though he isn’t a part of the band, he is trying to learn guitar, so we may see him on the plat-

form one of these days!  In the meantime, you can find him in the booth, working hard to make the service run 
smoothly!  

Brian Kootstra- Lyrics 

Brian has been running the lyrics at FCRC since he began attending in 2001. He has been a vital 
part of the AV team during that time, and in addition to his computer skills, he has offered his      
musical skills as well.  Brian has sung in the choir and on the praise team and has often played the 
trumpet for services.  Brian is also learning the bass guitar!  Brian has a beautiful bass voice and 
has sung with a live band for the 'Voice of the Ocean' (Cruise ship version of "The Voice") on their 
"Princess Theater" stage on two different Princess Cruise ships.  Brian is currently the GIS           
Supervisor with the City of Visalia - maintaining mapping information for all departments including 
community development and public safety. He is married to Laura, and they have three grown chil-

dren: Dena, Shannon, and Josh.  Prior to attending FCRC, Brian ran the lyrics at Fresno CRC for seven years, and 
he loves to utilize his musical knowledge and computer skills “in the background.”  Brian has been a gift to the entire 
team and it has been a pleasure to serve with him in leading God’s people.  Brian and Laura love to travel, and they 
will be heading to Alaska in a few years for several months in their 5th wheel, enjoying the scenery!   Fun fact: “ If you 
hear popping coming from my direction, it is likely just the knuckles and joints in my body popping.” 

 

Adam Danielson- Lyrics 

Adam has been attending FCRC for the last 25 years. Adam is a great help to our lyrics team and he 
enjoys the fact that we are all worshipping together.  Adam works for Orton’s Equipment company as 
a Diesel Technician, primarily on Case and New Holland tractors.  Adam is hard working and de-
pendable, and is a leader in our youth ministries.  Adam is also leading the youth Lifegroups this fall.  
Adam’s commitment to the growth of the kingdom is admirable, and we are very blessed to count 
him a part of the worship team!  

 

Danny Azevedo- Lyrics 

Danny has been a part of FCRC his entire life.  He knows how to work hard as a part of a team, and 
he knows the value that the computer brings to the service! Danny is consistently dedicated to re-
hearsals and to the final outcome of worship. He loves seeing everyone’s hard work come together 
on a Sunday, and his dedication to the Lord through his worship is evident.  Danny is an Analyst for 
the Tulare County Auditor-Controller, working in Property Tax.  Fun Fact: “ I am color blind.  I know 
it is my turn to go at a stop light when the bottom color lights up.  I have been told that color is 
"green." “ 

 

Judy Marcum- Music Librarian 

Judy is the latest addition to our team. She is our very gifted “Music Librarian.”  Judy volunteers sev-
eral hours a week keeping our music organized, copied, and put away. (Creatives aren’t always 
known for their organizational skills!) Judy has been attending FCRC for the last year and a half, and 
she loves being able to use her skills to help with worship.  “I love that music helps us express our 
love for God and tells of His mighty deeds.” She plays the piano and has been a part of the choir 
here.  Judy is retired from the Laton Unified School District, where she worked in the District Office 
as an Administrative Secretary.  She has also been involved in many short term missions, using her 
gifts to advance the Kingdom of God. Judy enjoys working with children, and she has two grown  
children and two grandchildren. 
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What an Adventure (Expedition Day Camp 2019)!  

Over the past few months California Jones (Eleanor Mackey) and 
her sidekick Ford (Moira Mackey) took close to 150 enthusiastic 
kids (Kindergarten – 6th grade) along on a series of adventures 
seeking the “Treasure of Life” during Expedition Day Camp.  Each 
of these unique adventures (Spring to Life, Extraordinary Construc-

tion, Make a Splash and Inventor’s Workshop) offered between 80-100 students the opportunity to learn 
about the amazing things that God has created for us and how His creations work together perfectly.  
Each of the four stations provided an interactive presentation designed specifically to help students un-
derstand the science behind what we know as daily miracles created by God.  At the end of these adven-
ture(s), explorers were encouraged to venture back through each of the stations interacting with present-
ers and sharing with parents and siblings what they had learned.  The afternoons finished with a time of 
prayer, BBQ, and fellowship.   

Spring to Life Presenters:     Margaret DeValois (Astronomy), Nick Groenenberg (Insects), Scott Schmidt 
(Soil & Plant Science) and Jerald Meadows (Weather). 

Extraordinary Construction Presenters:     Tim Thomas & Tony Bekedam (Pyramid Building – Sahara 
Wind Resistant), Andy Zonneveld & Jarett Zonneveld (Tower Construction – Earthquake Readiness), Dave 
Roach (Planes – Aerodynamics) and Dave Danielson (Boat – Buoyancy). 

Make a Splash Presenters:     Dave Johnson (Aqueduct Systems), Andy Zonneveld (Irrigation Pipelines), 
Robert & Jennifer Butts & Claire Noland (Water Filtration/Safety) and John Jones (Water Cycles). 

Inventor’s Workshop Presenters:     Aaron Schroeder (Electrical Engineering), Curtis Dunn (Light Refrac-
tion), Julie Mendes (Luminescence/Bioluminescence) and Lee Kootstra (Navigating Obstacles in the Dark). 

BBQ Team:     Johnny Zonneveld, Lauren Zonneveld, Corey Reenders, Tony Bekedam and Tim Thomas.  
 
Tech Team:     Andrew VanHeeringen, Gage Draper, Johnathan Thomas and Tim Thomas  
 
Expedition Day Camp Volunteers:     Bob Beede, AJ Bekedam, Kelly Bekedam, Reanna Bergman, Thea 
Bergman, Adam Danielson, Conrad Danielson, Kyla Danielson, Brigit deJong, Nathan deJong, Stephanie 
Garcia-Fuentes, Corine Garcia-Fuentes, Shelaine Goebel, Dena Holden, Cindy Hoover, Ash Kohr, David 
Kohr, Carla Kootstra, Jillane Lopez, Aaryn Mackey, Eleanor Mackey, Jason Mackey, Moira Mackey, Tiffany 
Mackey, Judy Marcum, Ava Mendes, Charlise Mendes, Kathy Pacheco, Kristen Reenders, Megan Sheard, 
Lambert Sikkema, Liz Sikkema, Martin Sisneroz, Kim Spicer, Megan Staples, Liz Taylor, Linda Tos, Sheri Tos, 
Martha Valdez, Grant Verhoeven, Doreen Vryhof, Tyra Wilgenberg, Cassie Zonneveld, Gayle Zonneveld 
and Heather Zonneveld. 
 

Thank you to our amazing presenters and volunteers for joyfully serving during this summer’s Expedition 
Day Camp series!  - Lael Dunn, Sarah Zonneveld and Heather Thomas 

 
Stay tuned for next summer’s adventures with California Jones and her sidekick Ford.   
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Fresh Faces 
 

Josh and Raina Neal were happy attending a small church in Lemoore but they 

wanted to attend a weekly Bible study which was not offered there.  When Josh 

was at karate, Adam and Jason Mackey told him about our church. They started 

attending one of our small groups and immediately felt at home.  They thorough-

ly enjoyed the various small groups they have attended.  This led them to joining 

our church last year.  Josh noted that the “transition was absolutely seamless”, 

and they have been overwhelmed by the incredibly warm welcome they have  

received here. 
 

Josh was born at Vandenberg Air Force and is the oldest of ten children.  He started school in the 

Lompoc public school system and went to school in Lemoore after his mother and step-father moved 

there.    
 

He joined the army when he was 17 and spent a lot of his service time in Germany.  Raina, the 

youngest of three children, started her life in Connecticut where she also attended school. 
 

They met at the North Carolina company where they were both employed.  “It truly was love at first 

sight”, says Josh, and Raina agrees. Because they were not raised in Christian homes, they didn’t 

know much about the Lord.  In God’s incredible timing, a bunch of “highly educated guys” invited 

him to a small group at Open Door Baptist Church.  The women in that church reached out to Raina 

and soon they both accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  They were supported by their new 

friends throughout their early lives as Christians and soon learned that the young men were students 

in the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary which was located close to the church. 
 

Returning back to Lemoore, they established a business in Hanford named Cross Tec Security.  It 

grew well, at one time having 25 employees.  They sold the business so they could become mission-

aries under the auspices of World Venture.  Because they were unable to raise the support they need-

ed, they recently ended their relationship with World Venture but still hope to be missionaries at a 

later time. 
 

They have been blessed with two sons.  Eleven year old Dallas attends Island Elementary School 

which is a charter school.  Dallas enjoys playing football and baseball.  Baby Elliott was welcomed by 

the family on July 1
st
. 

 

Raina works in the administrative department of the State Coalinga Hospital where all the patients are 

prisoners.  Josh is currently being “Mr. Mom” (feeding Elliott and changing diapers) and attends 

West Hills College.  He also works part-time on outside sales for Guardian Security.  They enjoy 

spending time outside and are very involved in Dallas’ baseball and football games.  Living in Lem-

oore, they enjoy the “small town” atmosphere and like that no matter where they go, they always 

find someone they know. 
 

We are blessed to have this delightful couple (and their sons) as members of our church.  Welcome, 

Josh and Raina! 
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SENIOR SALUTE: 
 
Steve Koelewyn, soon to celebrate his 92nd birthday, has been a member 
here since birth. 
 
Steve and Lutje, his immigrant parents, knew each other in Holland but his 
father arrived here first.  His mother lived in Chile and Minnesota before 
arriving in Hanford. After their marriage, they settled in a farmhouse locat-
ed at Idaho and 2nd avenues where Steve was born.  Steve was baptized in 
our old church located at the corner of Elm and Park streets (it is still 
there). 
  

He had two sisters: Grace Luksemburg (now with the Lord) and Marie Veenendaal (Stan 
Plooy’s mother).  His brothers were: John S. Koelewyn, father of Jeff and members Bob, 
Jim, and Fred –and Cornelius Koelewyn, husband of member Wanda Koelewyn and father of 
members Don, Rick, and Darryl.  Both John and “Cornie” are in their heavenly home. 
 

After the family moved to Laton, Steve attended Laton Elementary School.  He was a stu-
dent at Hanford High until he joined the navy when 17.  Two months later he was drafted 
into the army when the Korean war started (to avoid the draft, he would have had to serve 
one year in the navy).  For most of his two years of service, he was in the state of Washing-
ton. 
 
While on leave, he attended brother Cornie and Wanda’s wedding where he met his future 
wife Mary Ruth who was Wanda’s maid of honor.  Steve has vivid memories of their own 
wedding on July 31, 1951 in the old church.  It was well over 100, and when the old water 
cooler kept blowing out the candles, the cooler was turned off!! 
    
Steve drove truck for 40 years, the last 20 years for Beacon Oil Company delivering gas to 
service stations in a wide spread area.  Steve and Mary Ruth enjoyed going to the coast and 
spending time at their cabin located close to Bass Lake.  They traveled to the eastern 
states and also to Europe, visiting England, France, Italy, and Holland, even able to visit the 
Koelewyn family home in Spakenburg. Their two grandchildren and four great-
granddaughters have brought much joy to them; in November, great-granddaughter # five 
will join the family. 
 
Steve is now adjusting to life without his beloved Mary Ruth who went to be with the Lord 
on June 20.  They were married almost 68 years.  Because of health concerns, she lived at 
the Kings County Convalescent Center the previous five years.  Faithfully, Steve was with 
her every day and made sure she had time in their home and brought her to family gather-
ings. 
 
We lift up this faithful member in our prayers during this difficult adjustment time, thank-
ful that he is relying on the Lord he has served his entire life. 
 

 
 
 
 

{Interviewing these precious 90 year old members is an absolute joy. 
    It is inspiring to see how God has led them through these many years.   Anita} 
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If there are any needs in the congre-

gation for the Deacons, please feel free 

to give one of them a call and they will 

be willing to address them.  Thank 

you.                    Your Diaconate 

This-n-That— 
It’s hard to believe that school has started and fall will soon be here.  I remember 
laughing when my dear mother would say how time seems to go faster as we get 
older.  Now I understand; the time just flies by. 
 

As this new school year gets underway, let us remember to pray for all of our stu-
dents and teachers.  The poem “The Teacher’s Prayer” certainly expresses well 
the prayer of each Christian teacher in our private and public schools.  We wish 
each of our students and teachers a special measure of God’s blessings. 
 

The poem “Lines For Today” is appropriate for the current state of our country.  
However, it was printed in the Banner long ago, probably  in the fifties or sixties.  
Now we would actually  like to return to those days.  How blessed we are to know 
that our God is in control.  Do you realize that the state of our country – and the 
world too- gives us a wonderful opportunity to witness?  As people express their 
concern and worry, we are able to say that we are not worried because we know 
that God is in control. Let us be the conduit sharing the Gospel message.  In this 

regard, refer to the boxed-in advice.    Anita  &  Nancy 

Answers to Kids Korner Questions: 

1.Saul     2. Ruth    3. Book of Mark         

4. Cain    5. Aquila  6. Lot    7. Rahab    

8. Book of Acts    9. Dan    10. Hannah 

          The Teacher’s Prayer 
 

Dear Jesus, guide me through this day, 

And bless my students, this I pray. 
 

Help me teach them as I should, 

And only as the Master would. 
 

Help me teach each and every mind 

To be gentle, true, and kind. 
 

And Jesus, may Thy presence be 

Felt  in them as ‘tis in me. 
 

   Adapted from poem by Gayle Mejeur 

                    LINES FOR TODAY 
 

How will we live each day as terror draws 
Its’ threatening pull across our nation’s length? 
Where can we turn for discipline and calm? 
Where will we go for courage and for strength? 
 

Let us not now forget the meaning of the stars 
And sun and moon above our native land. 
Consider how the spheres in orbit move 
And know we, too, are held in God’s great hand. 
 

                          -   Marie J. Post 

   Thank you for your 
   participation in the 
   2019 Changing Babies 
baby bottle campaign.  We are truly grateful.   
 

It’s with great pleasure to report the First CRC 
participants in the fundraiser donated $162.78.  
We are humbled by your congregation’s gener-
osity! 
 

While we are aware of difficult and challenging 
times that face us, we are extremely mindful of 
those who contribute to the CPC ministry.  Every 
dollar, cent and coin counted, we are constantly 
reminded of God’s love, graciousness and faith-
fulness to this ministry through the hearts of 
those who support us. 
 

As our culture continues to support abortion on 
demand, our hope remains in the One who cre-
ated and loves us.  The Lord is our portion and 
it’s for and through Him that we exist.  He is so 
good to us and is faithful to help us share the 
truth in love with our clients.  For many, the 
outcome is a precious life saved and for some, 
the outcome is a planted seed in a heart that 
desperately needs to know the Savior. 
 

Thank you for supporting us and being a dear 
friend to this ministry.  Thank you especially for 
your prayers. 
 

One of Satan’s cruelest tricks is to cause Christians to        

believe that no one wants to hear the message of  salva-

tion, and that when we try to explain it to someone, they’ll 

be annoyed with us and even be hostile.  The truth is that 

just the opposite can happen.  The Holy Spirit is  constantly 

doing His job, preparing people’s hearts to receive the Gos-

pel message.  We are just the conduit through which the 

message of God’s love, grace, and mercy flows right into 

that person’s heart and life. 
 

      Pastor Rod  Davison 

   Hillcrest Chapel, Miramonte, CA 


