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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT
Helen E. Noland is an active senior who just celebrated
her 93rd birthday. When interviewing her, she noted
that in a few minutes, a friend was picking her up for
shopping; she already had plans for the following
day. How wonderful to be able to do so many things at
her age!

Special Points
of Interest


New City
Catechism


Born to Rose and Neshan Goorigian in Selma, Helen
grew up in Reedley where she attended country grammar schools. She graduated from Reedley High School. A lot of time was
spent through the years with her two sisters and one brother. Since they
are no longer on this earth, Helen truly misses them.
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For many years, she worked in an office, an occupation that she thoroughly
enjoyed. One day Raymond Noland came into the office and the rest is history. They were married in a Methodist Church in Las Vegas in 1951. Because so many members of the Noland family lived in Grangeville, they
moved there. They were blessed with two sons - first Michael and then
Bill. Raymond went home to the Lord in 1993.
After she was widowed, she visited our church with Mike and Claire - and
this became her church home. A member now for many years, she noted
that she appreciates the ministry of both of our pastors. Last year she
moved to the Remington and adjusted to the different life there. One thing
did not change: reading her Bible every morning. She frequently reads herself to sleep.
Helen expressed her gratitude for her family of two sons, eight grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. She stated, "I am so blessed to have
such a wonderful family; they are all doing so well." Her son Bill lives in
Sacramento but travels frequently for his job and visits her regularly. Although her grandchildren are scattered from San Francisco to San Diego,
she enjoys the time she is able to spend with them. Helen is very thankful
for Mike and Claire who are right here in Hanford (and in our church) and
appreciates that they are always available.
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First Christian Reformed Church – The Parents’ Role in Catechesis of
Children (Part One of Three)
A message from Pastor Justin
Dear Parents, family and friends of First CRC,
Please give me a moment of your time to share with you our heart and passion for Youth & Family Ministries
at First CRC with respect to your kids. Serving your kids is an incredible privilege and we want to come under
you as primary care-givers as you seek to raise up your children in the love and service of the Lord.
To that end, we as Staff and Volunteers follow a series of core values in every youth-related ministry and I
would like the opportunity to share those with you.

WE BELIEVE…
The whole process of a child’s spiritual formation flows from the reality of their baptismal identity.
To baptize our children means that we take responsibility to ensure that the name Christian has more significance and weight than our surnames which are on our kids’ birth certificates. Baptismal identity means all
instruction and formation flows from an assurance of the prior gracious reality of God’s promises, which
have claimed them. A baptismal identity is a covenantal identity, which means that they belong to Christ
and his church. This baptismal identity frames their life even before they can understand and comprehend
it.
You might also recall that on your child’s baptism we, the church, made some covenant commitments of our
own – to do all in our power to help you, the parents, in educating, equipping, and inspiring your children
to love and serve the Lord with gladness. That is why we are here! To fulfill our covenant commitments to
YOU – the parents!
IMPACT QUESTION—How does the reality of God’s promises of grace impact your parenting?
How do you teach your children about their baptismal identity?
WE BELIEVE…
We as parents ought not to outsource the primary task of catechizing (teaching) our children to the church, the
Christian school, grandparents, or anyone else.
Parents are the single greatest spiritual influence in the life of their children. God has given parents the
unique responsibility of shaping the moral and spiritual instincts and appetites of children. Church, school
and extended family all play a vital role. That cannot be understated. But they cannot replace the spiritual
nurture of fathers and mothers.
Consider this reality for a moment: On a typical year, every child of a Church Family who is actively involved in children’s ministry will spend approximately 100 hours or less in their respective Children’s Ministry space (i.e. Nursery, GEMS/Cadets, MSM, Common Ground, etc.). However, a typical child spends a
little over 3000 hours in their natural home environment being raised up by mom and dad. Thus, we know
we cannot adequately fulfill Deuteronomy 6, which states:
Deuteronomy 6: 5-7 - You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise.
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Did you know this message was given exclusively to parents?
We want to do everything in our power to partner with parents in raising up their little ones in the love and
service of the Lord. We want to be parents’ greatest cheerleaders! So, please continue to encourage your
children to take part in programs and ministries at church! We love to see them and to come alongside you
in caring for them! We also want to equip you as God’s primary instrument of raising up your children to
love and serve the Lord.
Remember “100 vs 3000” principle – We want to keep that in mind.
IMPACT QUESTION—Have you embraced your role as the most important spiritual influence in
the life of your kids?

WE BELIEVE…
The single greatest gift you can give your kids is an ever-spiritually growing mom and dad!
Our congregation has a rich tradition of seeking to equip and empower our children for faith formation,
discipleship, and general preparedness for Kingdom ministry. This is something we ought to celebrate. However, as parents we should always ask ourselves if we are meeting the greatest need there is when it comes
to the faith development of our children...
"The simple but profound gift of an ever-growing mom and dad!"
We don’t love our kids better by prioritizing them over our own spiritual growth and love for God. Our love
for God over and above everything else is precisely what orders, elevates and purifies all other loves. The
genuineness of our own faith will always be the strongest testimony and witness to the reality of Christ in
their life. God will be most real to them when he is real within us.
Author and Pastor Larry Osborne (Stick Faith) says,
“I’ve wondered why we provided all kinds of Bible studies and spiritually stretching experiences for our children
and youth but only sermons and Sunday School lectures for adults…What would happen if the children in our
church saw their parents regularly opening their Bibles to prepare for a Bible study, going to someone’s home
to learn more, praying for other adults, serving in the community? I came to the conclusion that they would assume that’s what Christian adults do – and they’d start doing the same when they were adults. Now that we’ve
had enough years to follow the results, it’s just as I hoped. Our young adult dropout rate is a fraction of what it
was in the past. And I’m convinced it’s because we’ve focused on giving our children and youth the powerful gift
of a growing mom and dad.” – P. 57
Children take their note from us. As we lead our children into the faith and knowledge of the Lord, our calling is to lead from example. One such way we can do this is by strategically targeting parents and adults
to devote themselves to God's Word, His people, and His Kingdom. The benefit will be felt in the lives of
singles, marrieds, and, of course, our children too.
Proverbs 22:6 says, "Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it"
IMPACT QUESTION—Do you have a sense of how the vitality and depth of your own love for
God impacts the spiritual life of your kids?
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WE BELIEVE…
We should endeavor to maintain a deep and consistent liturgical life in the home.
I know that ‘liturgy’ feels like one of those ‘stained-glass-churchy’ words. But our culture also engages in liturgy all the time, too! Consider for a moment what happens during NCAA Basketball March Madness. At every
break in the stands fans begin to stand, sit, cheer, rant, rave, roar, and engage in a whole slew of other activities – all in unison. This is liturgy at work! These rituals help fans gel together as a cohesive whole around
their favorite team.
To a far greater extent, our kids need rituals (adults too)! They thrive and depend upon consistent structures
and patterns of living. Rituals shape their desires and their imaginations. The rituals of our life reflect the organizing loves of our life. We find the most liturgy and ritual around the things we love the most.
Home catechesis (teaching of children) is about developing liturgies around the love of God—devotional
practices that involve regular prayer, Scripture study, participation in corporate worship, community life, Life
Groups, and mission. Our goal is to pattern our lives in line with the gospel story we desire to live into each
day.
IMPACT QUESTIONS—What does spiritual liturgical life look like in your household over the
course of a week? How is prayer, Scripture study or service part of your family life? How do
you incorporate these? What are some examples of things you do? What things do you struggle
to do with your kids?
So, please continue to lead the way in encouraging your children to participate in church ministries like
Gems, Cadets, MSM, Common Ground, Catechism, VBS, and the like. We love the opportunity to walk
alongside your children.
But what’s more, we want to do everything in our power to maintain the covenant commitments we have
made to assist you as the primary caregiver of your children as you lead your children in the way they
should go!
We’re in your corner!
In Christ,
Pastor Justin
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LOOKING AHEAD
In the weeks and months that lie ahead, you will hear more and more about the “New City Catechism” that
we want to put in the hands of every parent with a child between the ages of 3 and 6th grade. We plan to
continue in leading Catechism “on campus” for kids between 7th and 12th grade, knowing that it is also helpful to hear the same message from a variety of sources – pastors, catechism teachers, school teachers – who
are reinforcing what is being learned in the home.
So, if you would like to learn more about the “New City Catechism” (N.C.C.) please contact Pastor Lambert
or myself. In the meantime, go on your computer or android or apple app store and look up the “New City
Catechism” which is absolutely FREE and comes with all the resources you would need.
For younger children, the app also comes with music. My two oldest (Liam-4, and Jayna-3) can now “Sing”
the first 5 Questions & Answers to the Catechism as a result of this resource.

Pastor Lambert and I will also be spending the next few months (at least) walking through the New City
Catechism during our Sunday evening services. If you are interested in learning more about N.C.C., consider
joining us on Sunday evenings for next couple weeks to try it out. These messages start on Sunday, September 2nd.
In the meantime, consider downloading the app on your phone or tablet and giving it a try just once a
week.

SENIOR SCENE
ABIDE IN ME
Today I wish to bring you peace.
As you are relaxing,
LIFT UP YOUR SOUL TO ME!
LIFT UP YOUR SPIRIT TO ME!
ABSORB MY PEACE!
Picture me looking down on you – My hands stretched
out to you – My peace and love flowing out to you.
Can you not feel My presence?
Does your spirit quicken with My love?
Each time you seek Me, you will feel me close to you,
Abide in Me, for I abide in you!
- adapted from “Gift of Years” by L. Woodward & M Wyatt

You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is
steadfast because he trusts in You. Isaiah 26:3
The Lord gives strength to His people; the Lord
blesses His people with peace. Psalm 29:11
and the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7

Upcoming Community Events:
Life Group Fall Kick-Off BBQ & Social
– Sunday, September 16, 2018
Community Movie Night – Friday,
November 2, 2018
Worship Night – Friday, November
30, 2018
Getting to the Heart of Parenting,
Video Conference – Friday, December
7, 2018
Getting to the Heart of Parenting,
Video Conference – Saturday,
December 8, 2018
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CHECK OUT OUR YOUTH
PROGRAMS

GEMS

CADETS

GEMS stands for Girls Everywhere
Meeting the Savior. These young ladies
gather together to learn about God and
discover who God created them to be.

CADETS is a ministry for boys who gather
together to be equipped to grow in faith
and community while learning new skills
from camping, to derby car and rocket
building

Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm
Ages: 3rd-6th grade girls

Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm
Ages: 3rd-6th grade boys

MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY
(MSM)
MSM is a fun-filled program where we aim
to create an enthusiastic atmosphere in
which students can deepen friendships,
grow in relationship with God and discover
that the church is a place for them to belong. Evenings include games, socialization,
interactive lessons, small group discussion
and more.
Wednesdays from 6:30-8pm
Ages: 7th & 8th grade students

COMMON GROUND
COMMON GROUND is desgined for high
schoolers to gather together for fellowship, devotion and fun. A Midweek
small group Bible study is also available.
Sundays from 6-8pm
Ages 9th-12th grade students

FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH
2175 Leoni Drive, Hanford, CA 93230
Youth Director: Lael Dunn 559-904-5149 | lael_18@hotmail.com
Office Administrator: Nancy Azevedo 559-582-4423 | hanfordcrc@comcast.net

Like us on Facebook at First CRC of Hanford
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6. True or False: When Jacob left Laban, as
part of their covenant, Laban made Jacob
promise not to take any more wives.
A. True
B. False
1. The Bible says that Esau sold Jacob his
birthright because he thought:
A. Jacob was entitled to it
B. He would die from hunger and
would have no use for it
C. Issac favored Jacob and would
deny the birthright to Esau
D. Jacob would eventually return
his rights to Esau
2. After Jacob stole Esau’s birthright and
blessing, his father told Jacob to go to the
house of his uncle
A. Abraham
B. Laban
C. Noah
D. Joseph
3. The name of Laban’s daughter, whom
Jacob loved best
A. Rachel
B. Leah
C. Rebekah
D. Sarai
4. How many years did Jacob serve for
Rachel?
A. four
B. nine
C. seven
D. ten
5. True or False: Jacob tried to flee Laban’s
house in secret.
A. True
B. False

7. God promised Jacob that:
A. He would be the father of kings
B. All who hated him would be
cursed
C. He would have 700 wives
D. He would be greater than
Abraham
8. True or False: Jacob was renamed Israel
A. True
B. False
9. Jacob’s favorite son was Joseph because Joseph was:
A. handsome
B. the eldest
C. Rachel’s son
D. the son of his old age
10. True or False: Jacob’s sons started the
twelve tribes of Israel.
A. True
B. False
If the answers, you do not know,
Just look right here, down below.

You can find all the answers
in Genesis 25 through 49.
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½ Way Around the World to Be: Mission to Kenya by Heather Thomas
Have you ever had the urge to do something seemingly crazy and completely out of character? That was me in December of 2017 when I jumped at an opportunity to go on a Missions Trip with South Valley Community Church
(Lemoore) and the When I Grow Up Foundation, to Nairobi, Kenya in June 2018. I didn’t know anything about the
trip, the organization, the mission’s purpose, and I didn’t even tell my husband, Tim about my going until after I had
committed. What?! Who does that?!
For those who know me best, spontaneity is not a character attribute they would use to describe me, because I tend
to be quite calculated, preferring to weigh options, and make plans. For some reason though, last December I felt
that the Lord was saying to me “Trust me and GO”. So, I said “Yes”.
During my interview with South Valley, I was informed that this particular mission trip was not about doing something for the Kenyans. We weren’t going to work, build or even teach, we were going for the sole purpose of
“being” there. This was purely a relational mission. I couldn’t help but think to myself “What have I gotten myself
into?” & “How am I going to explain a mission’s trip that takes me ½ way around the world that isn’t to do anything?”. To be honest, in the back of my mind I was desperately trying to process the fact that me, a ‘doer’ type person, was about to go to all the way Africa and not ‘do’ anything. Amidst a racing mind, I realized that I just needed
to stop dwelling on how this was going to affect me and start thinking about how God might want to use me. It wasn’t about what made me comfortable, it was about trusting in Him and being a faithful disciple.
I was assigned several books to read in an effort to better understand extreme poverty prior to leaving mid-June.
The first was a book called “When Helping Hurts” by Steve Corbett & Brian Fikkert. This book challenged what I
thought I knew about missions’ work, and by chapter 2, I was making connections about how, all around me the
very things that were created to help those in need might actually be contributing to their impoverished state of
being. Overcoming Poverty was not simply about doing something tangible for others, it was about enabling and
empowering others to do something for themselves; It is about hope, shown through compassion, mercy and love.

With a lot of love and support, my trip was planned and funded; I was on my way.
After roughly 36 hours of travel we arrived in Nairobi, Kenya late Sunday evening. Our accommodations were nice,
and I was grateful for the comfortable bed and a good night’s rest. The next morning, we ventured into the Huruma
Slum to meet up with the Furaha Community Foundation leaders, staff and students. Huruma Slum is located only a
few miles outside of Nairobi, in an area of only 1.5 square miles and home to nearly 600,000 people. As we drove
from Nairobi city towards the Huruma Slum, I couldn’t help but notice the thousands of people walking along the
streets, dodging in and out of traffic and jumping in/out of moving vehicles (buses don’t fully stop for riders). Buildings began to disappear as our drive continued until the roadside was littered with makeshift shacks. These shacks
were businesses and were only a few feet wide and a few feet deep but contained the livelihood of each business
owner running them. These businesses – primarily run by women – sold items such as clothing, food, furniture and
even electronics.
The matatu (Kenyan for minibus) stopped in the middle of a narrow street. There was a property easement
between a large multi-story concrete building and a corrugated steel fence. We got out of the matatu and I found
myself standing in a 2” layer of mud, only it wasn’t all mud. Huruma, like most Slums does not have access to running water or sewage systems. The wet layer of muck we were standing in was mud mixed with human waste and
garbage. No amount of research can prepare a person for the inescapable smell of a wet slum. Almost immediately,
I found myself grateful to have skipped breakfast that morning.
We were greeted warmly by the staff of Furaha and were taken down a narrow corridor, ducking in and out of doorways and finally into a small room on the ground floor of one of the concrete buildings. We began introductions and
learned about the humble beginnings of Furaha while we were treated to a breakfast of popcorn, Windmill cookies
and tea.
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It was amazing to hear that only a little more than 10 years ago, Furaha started as a volunteer tutoring program by
two of the staff members to help children in Huruma that were not enrolled in school. These young men (both 19
years old at the time) understood that the perpetuation of their extreme poverty did not stem from an issue of material poverty (lack of things or resources), but rather broken relationships & hopelessness bound them to their circumstances. The people of Huruma were mistreated, forgotten and unloved; there is no justice and therefore, no
hope. Shortly after the formation of Furaha, they realized that it wasn’t enough to just educate children, they had
to demonstrate love, Christian Love. Over the years FCF has grown to more than 650 students ranging in age from
pre-K to High School and is staffed by more than 50 gifted men and women.
After breakfast we were treated to a walking tour thru the streets of Huruma – a walk my shoes were not suited
for. On our walk we were introduced to many smiling faces. Many of those we met were parents and relatives of
children enrolled in Furaha. As we walked I found myself guilt-ridden for wanting to take photos because I couldn’t
help but feel as if I was exploiting their disparity. The strangest part was that I didn’t feel sorry for them, I felt an
incredible sense of compassion. I wasn’t interested in ‘fixing’ them, I wanted to get to know them. I wanted to hear
their story, wanted to learn about their businesses and their children. I became aware that God wanted me to ‘see
them’, not ‘see their circumstance’. We spent nearly two hours walking in an out of homes, businesses, corridors
and streets meeting people and hearing about riots in the streets, tribalism, starvation and death, all the while, being greeted by strangers with smiles and hugs. My heart was full and my thoughts were swirling.
We were welcomed back to the small room for lunch where we enjoyed Matoke (East African dish made up of
plantains, tomatoes, onions and garlic), Chapatis (African Flatbread), Sukuma wiki (Fried Kale, with onions and tomatoes), Irio (Boiled peas, potatoes and corn) with white rice. This carb loaded lunch was delicious and a treat for
both us and the staff as their typical lunch would be a dish called Githeri (boiled corn and beans).
With full bellies we were escorted to the school grounds to meet the teaching staff and students. When we entered
the school grounds I noticed that there was a small courtyard (about 40 x 20’) and 10 classrooms. Each classroom
was small, had only a single window and a door. In place of desks, there were long benches and tables arranged in a
way to house more than 40 students. In the younger grades students would make their way to the front of the class
by climbing over and under the tables and benches. Lessons were taught using song, repetition and movement. I
was amazed to see that the 3-4 year-olds (pre-K) were being taught in English and Swahili and that the children
could read and write equivalent to our 1st grade lessons. Teachers hand wrote lessons (even drawing pictures or
diagrams) in each student’s composition notebooks and graded assignments in the same way.
We were blessed with the opportunity to serve the students in Githeri for lunch (one of two meals that Furaha
offers the children during the school day) and while they ate we participated in classroom learning by singing songs,
answering questions and even teaching lessons. The students were gracious participants and would laugh at our
pronunciations while we attempted to sing songs and count in Swahili. Each classroom was filled with happy children and their smiles made it easy to forget that just outside the walls were homes without power, fresh water or
heat and that so many would walk home to find that there were no meals waiting for them. They were not naïve to
their situation, but they were not held captive by their current reality.
We had the privilege to visit the Furaha High School (about two hours drive from our hotel) and engage with the
students and staff. Most of the graduates of Furaha are granted entry to university directly after graduating which
in and of itself is huge considering more than ½ of Slum children don’t receive any education past 8th grade
(especially the girls). While at the high school I connected with a Junior aged young lady by the name of Velma. We
spent the better part of two hours talking about our lives. She told me about her dream to attend college in the U.S.
and how someday she would like to visit California. I think one of my most cherished moments was to have the opportunity to sing with her. I think of her often and these thoughts seem to always be accompanied by a tearful
smile. I simply wish that I had had more time.
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Most of our days in Kenya were spent one-on-one with the children and their families, like Velma. Each day we
heard yet another story from yet another family and each one was just as hard as the one before. Even though the
stories highlighted the disparity of the situation, each one was filled with hope. As the days went on it was clear that
the FCF had created a system that not only educated children but poured time and love into those surrounding
them. These families felt seen, heard, cared for and loved; the Lord was working through FCF and into the hearts of
those He placed in Huruma. These Christ centered relationships were built through the daily work of the Furaha Social Workers who would visit families for up to 12 hours each day, listening, praying and offering connections for
support. Often these same Social Workers would fast for two days, praying for the Lord’s guidance before visiting
certain homes out of respect for the family and their situation. Not only do these Social Workers dedicate their time
and energy to the lives of those in Huruma Slum, but because the community is so respectful and appreciative of
their work, their influence has helped reduce the violent effects of tribalism as well.
While walking with the Social Workers and really diving into their work, the Lord opened my heart even more to
hear His powerful message. He was helping me realize that while building roads, homes, donating food, clothing and
the like, is good, being a light unto the world is about more than helping, more than doing. Being a light unto the
world is about being the light through relationships. Our relationship with the Lord is not through what He has given
us, nor is it by what we can do for Him, it’s through our relationship with Him. If we are to be His light, then we are
to be in relationship with His people. This message is preached and shared all the time, and it’s not new information, yet often times we prefer to keep a safe distance from people who are in a different place than we are. We
protect ourselves by keeping our relationships on the water’s surface essentially dimming our light, until we feel
that it is safe to dive deeper.
As I journeyed home, forever changed by my experience, I could not help but be excited about the direction of my
home church. Both our mission and vision speak directly to a state of ‘Being’ and I began to think about how I could
live more fully into this state of being. I learned that I had been hiding behind my ‘to do’ list especially while serving,
but in a sense, I had been serving my own interests. It felt really good to ‘DO’ something for others, but was it really
serving them if when I left they were still alone & empty? Let’s face it, I know that I will still spend countless more
hours ‘doing’ things because in a way, that’s how God made me, but now my heart is open and focused in a different direction. I now understand that I need to work towards deepening relationships and spending time with those
around me. I will no longer use being busy (doing) as an excuse to not stop and get to know those I am serving, and I
hope that I can encourage others to do the same. It’s worth it, and the Lord commands it of us.

TEEN TALK: WISDOM IS AS WISDOM DOES
For wisdom is better than jewels; and nothing you desire can compare with her.
Proverbs 8:11

Dear Child of Mine,
You know there are people with genius IQ’s that still can’t make a friend or get a date? To be
smart and to be wise are two different things. Wisdom is knowing Me and living like I am in control. It’s one of the most valuable and desirable traits to acquire.
In the movie “Forest Gump”, Forrest is kind of slow; but his Mom loves and believes in him. She
tells him “Stupid is as stupid does.” I agree. I’ll go on to say, “Wisdom is as wisdom does.” You
don’t have to make straight A’s to be wise.
So how does a young person gain wisdom? Read My Bible, especially the book of Proverbs.
It will make you wiser than some of your teachers. Don’t wait until you’re old and gray to be wise.
SEEK WISDOM NOW!
The Source of All Wisdom,
God
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Life Groups – So Much More Than a Bible Study
The 2018 Fall Semester of Life Groups has begun, and we are so grateful for the work
that God has been doing through this program. When our Coordinator Team launched the
Life Group program for the first time in the fall of 2016, we had 32 people committed to
be a part of the program as either Facilitators (Leaders) or Hosts but we were unsure how
many members to expect. Fast forward TWO years to fall of 2018 and I am happy to
report that we now have 41 gifted Facilitators and Hosts comprising of 11 unique Life Groups.
This nine-week, sermon-based small group program meets weekly for nine weeks to share, pray, study, support, serve and socialize with one another. Not only will groups discuss how Sunday’s message plays out in
real life, they will pray together and essentially walk through life together. Because we know that life is
busy, we encourage our groups to take time out of their weekly meeting schedule to simply spend time with
one another in genuine Christian fellowship; Socials. The encouragement for a social meeting comes from a
desire for members to have the opportunity to celebrate life’s victories and provide a positive support structure for each other when life’s struggles arise. These Life Groups provide another way to build trusted support and affirmation networks through lasting friendships that live outside of Sunday morning worship.
Not only are these groups growing deeper with one another and in their relationship with the Lord, but they
are reaching out into the community through a variety of Serve Projects. In the last four semesters these
groups have completed close to 40 service projects, helping more than 20 different organizations within our
local community (Hanford). Life Group members are serving our community joyfully by using their God given gifts and talents. We celebrate that God has given each of us these unique gifts, and that we are able
to be good stewards of His grace.
If you’re not already in a group, I would ask that you prayerfully consider giving the Life Group program a
try. We’d be honored to have you with us and I am confident that you’ll be glad you joined.
In Christ,
Heather Thomas
Women’s Shelter News...
LADIES, GET YOUR DECORATING HATS ON! It is time to update the 14 r ooms used by
ladies and their children at the “Barbara Saville Women’s Shelter. Some rooms have only one bed
and one window; others have up to four beds and two windows. I have descriptions of what the
rooms look like now, including the paint colors. You will need to provide bedding for the twin
beds, including sheets, pillow cases, comforters that are washable, and window treatments. You
can also paint a wall or the whole room to match your décor. Please contact me if you are interested. I can get pictures or take you over to see the room.
MEN, HERE IS SOMETHING YOU CAN DO! The outside gr ounds need a lot of attention. We need to upgrade the sprinkling system and plant grass. The outside needs paint on some of the walls. KCAO is applying for a
grant to cover some of the costs, but we need some willing hands to make a change for the ladies staying there.
Some of the women staying at the shelter are homeless, some are there to get away from spousal abuse, so we are
trying to create a calm, pleasant place for them. They are encouraged by Scripture and positive sayings as decorative
items to hang on the walls. Most women bring their children, so we need new or used books and games for them to
play.
Any help would be appreciated.
I will leave a basket in the “welcome center” for any of these items.
Thank you, Elsie Barba, 589-5068
These ladies need to know that we care for them and want to show them God’s love.
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As this new school year has started, we are reminded of the importance of home, school,
and church working together for our children’s
development. Not one, not two, but all three
are necessary.

Phone: 559-582-4423
Fax: 559-584-2235

We’re on the web
hanfordcrc.org

If there are any needs in the congregation for the Deacons, please feel
free to give one of them a call and
they will be willing to address them.
Thank you.
Your Diaconate

Answers to Kid Korner Questions:
1. B 2. B 3. A 4. C 5. A
8. A

9. D

6. A

As we pray for our teachers (see “Teaching
Challenge”), we must also pray for our parents. The importance of the church in our children’s lives is well stated in “My Church and
Yours.”
Our children are the future and this three-fold
approach is the only way they will become a
powerful future for our church.

7. A

10. A

My Church and Yours
Before I was born my church gave to my parents ideals of
life and love.
My church joined them in consecrating me in helpless infancy to Christ.
My church enriched my childhood with the lessons of life
that have been woven into my very soul.
In the stress of youth my church heard the surge of my soul,
and she guided my footsteps and my ways.
When my heart first knew the strange awakening of love,
my church taught me to chasten and spiritualize my affections. She sanctified my marriage and blessed my newformed home.
When my heart was seamed with sorrow, my church drew
me to the Friend of the weary and whispered to me the
hope of another morning, eternal and tearless.
Now have come my children, dearer to me than life, and
my church is helping me train them for joyous and victorious
Christian living.
adapted from “The Valley of Silence” by J. Schuler

Anita & Nancy

Teaching Challenge
A classroom full of faces,
Looking up in confidence,
Will I have the proper answers
Growing minds to influence?
All week long I’ll have their bodies,
And their minds to train aright,
Responsibility is weighing
Heavily upon my sight.
Can I teach, through subject matter,
All the things that they should know,
So that they may have the reason
For their living here below?
Please, Lord Jesus, help me teach them,
This I cannot do alone,
These are souls meant for Thy kingdom,
Help me guide them to Your throne.
-adapted from poem by Nena Vanderveen

