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On April 13, 2019 California Jones
(Eleanor Mackey) and her sidekick Ford
(AJ Bekedam) took over 70 enthusiastic
kids (Kindergarten – 6th grade) along on
an adventure seeking the “Treasure of
Life” in our first ever, Expedition Day Camp: Spring to Life. Equipped with a
magnifying glass, a guide and the Word of God, each of these students journeyed through four unique stations learning about the amazing things that
God has created for us and how each of His creations work together perfectly. Each station provided an interactive presentation designed specifically to
help students understand the science behind what we know as daily miracles
created by God. Margaret De Valois shared her love and knowledge of Astronomy which even included bringing in a huge telescope complete with a
filtered lens to see Sunspots. Scott Schmidt & Bob Beede introduced students to some basic fundamentals of crop and soil sciences. Nick Groenenberg highlighted the benefits and purpose of bugs. And finally, Jerald Meadows from the Weather Station donated his time to teach about weather and
cloud formation. After each of these presentations, students put their newly
acquired knowledge into action by exploring a variety of hands-on activities.
At the end of the adventure, explorers were encouraged to venture back
through each of the stations interacting with presenters and sharing with parents and siblings what they had learned. The afternoon finished with a time
of prayer, BBQ, fellowship and even a ladybug release. Thank you to all of
our presenters and volunteers! It was a great day!
On June 29th California Jones and her sidekick Ford will once again embark on
an adventure, but this time they are digging for ancient civilizations and architecture. Extraordinary Construction will focus on the necessity of building
a life on a firm foundation of faith.
Stay tuned for more adventures with California Jones and her sidekick Ford
on July 20th and August 10th. Want more information? Want to join us?
Check out our FAQs and Sign-up on our website at: hanfordcrc.org/
expedition-day-camp-2019
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Meet our Summer Intern
My name is Richard Britton III. My father and grandfather are also
Richard Britton. My father goes by Rick and my grandfather goes by
Rich, I go by Richard. You can call me RB3 for short, or Richard is fine.
I recently finished my third year at Calvin Seminary, and have one
year left until I earn a Master’s of Divinity and am ordained in the
CRC. I will be spending ten weeks here as your friendly neighborhood seminary intern. Feel free to come and say hi, I don’t bite.
I lived most of my childhood in Brookfield, WI, a suburb of Milwaukee. But for a short time before moving to Brookfield, our family lived
in the Chicago suburbs. So my favorite sports teams are the Chicago
Bears, White Sox, Bulls, and Blackhawks. It was tough growing up as a
Bears fan in Packer country, but I survived. My mom and brother sold
out and became Packer fans, but my dad and I remained strong in our love for the Chicago Bears.
I love to play basketball; it's one of my favorite pastimes. I played in high school, and it's how I met
most of my friends in college. My dad likes to remind me that he’s responsible for any skill I have
on the basketball court, due to the thousands of shots he rebounded for me as a kid. I love to watch
University of Wisconsin sports. While I was there, the Badgers made it to the Final Four twice, and
their football team always made it to the Big Ten championship. My favorite memory came during
a big home game against Northwestern. It had snowed the night previously, and a snowball fight
broke out in the stands.

While at Wisconsin, I earned a B.A. in History. History has always been one of my favorite subjects. In my spare time I like to read biographies. I recently finished one on Robert Kennedy. My
favorite biography is “Open”, the story of tennis legend Andre Agassi.
I didn’t plan on going to seminary when I started college. I gradually began thinking about ministry as I became involved with Cru, formerly known as Campus Crusade for Christ. It was formative for me to see other people my age living out their faith at a public university. I got involved in
a Bible study, attended weekly meetings, and learned how to share my faith. After my Sophomore
year, I spent a summer with Cru on the Jersey Shore. 30 students from colleges throughout the
Midwest got jobs in the community, and when we weren’t working we shared our faith on the
boardwalk. We partnered with a local church so we could invite community members to church
after sharing the gospel with them. We saw over fifty people come to faith in Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior. After this experience, I started considering seminary.
After graduating college I packed up and made the move to GRusalem--Grand Rapids, MI, the Holy Land of the CRC, to attend Calvin Seminary. I quickly found out that Grand Rapids is just like
any other mid-sized city, except that there is a CRC on every street corner. I made one of them my
home, Trinity CRC in Grandville. I’ve worked there the past three years. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed
my time at Calvin Seminary, don’t hesitate to ask me about it!
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See How They Love Each Other
By Lambert Sikkema
More than 15 years ago, we waded through the eight components to ‘naturalchurch-development’. One of the categories was: Loving Relationships. It’s
been quite a while since we reviewed them. I thought it might be time once
again to reacquaint ourselves with that central feature of our life as a congregation of Jesus Christ.
I have no doubt a great many of us feel the love of brothers and sisters in
Christ quite keenly. We get cards and letters when we’re sick or sorrowing the
loss of a loved one. We lovingly prepare meals for each other for the same
reasons. We rejoice at the baptisms, professions of faith and marriages of our
children. We talk together after worship services and visit each other in our
homes. We take good care of ourselves. After-all, we’re family. That’s true, we are, and that’s good,
mostly.
The issue we keep bumping up against is this: It still seems a bit difficult for new folks to be thoroughly
embraced in this pattern. We’re genuinely glad to see new faces around here, but we’re not sure we
want to make room for them in our group. The chairs around our table are all filled and we’re fine with
that. We’re glad more folks came to the dinner, but they should just go a find another table to sit at.
What is odd is that we know this about ourselves. We didn’t hire yet another consultant to do a survey.
We didn’t ask an outsider about what he discovered about the typical experience of new members or
visitors. No! We just know this about ourselves. We know that this is how we are. Now, there is hope for
us. Admitting this fact about ourselves opens the way for a modification, assuming of course that we
want to make amends in this regard.
Jesus once said this: “My command is this: love each other as I have loved you.”(John 15:12).Five verses
later Jesus said the same thing: “This is my command: love each other.” (John 15:17). The apostle Paul
ended the 13th chapter of 1 Corinthians with these words: “And now these three remain: faith, hope,
and love. But greatest of these is love.” We, like most every other congregation of Jesus Christ, must
strive to get our heads and our hearts around this command of God. We know how to do this. The proof
is that we really do take good care of each other. However, our goal, our challenge is to increase out capacity to care for, to love more and different kinds of people. We need to make more room for new
members.
Perhaps it’s time to once again ask ourselves a few questions related to “Loving-Relationships”. I’m hoping you will respond to the prodding of the Holy Spirit in a way that honors Jesus’ instruction cited
above. But perhaps we need to do something more obvious. Perhaps we need to make a personal vow
or promise to ourselves and God to add a few more people to what we consider our close ‘LovingRelationships’. Jesus loved us unconditionally. By His grace we are able, and by the power of His Spirit
dwelling in our hearts we might be slightly more willing.
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We're seeing God working in the lives of us and our patients. It is very difficult to be
away from all of you. This was our first Easter away from family and friends. But we are
encouraged by our new community here and God's continuing confirmations that this is
where he wants us. Tommy is really enjoying school. He has many friends and is learning
so much! May 1 the school celebrated Día de los Trabajadores (Labor Day), and Tommy
dressed up as a police man.
Physical Therapy Site Update
I received permission from the mayor of Nindiri to begin working in the public clinic (the only PT clinic around to service
>70,000). My first day was an eye opener to medical care availability here. The system is very impacted with limited resources. During the first morning, the Nicaraguan therapist and I had 27 patients scheduled. Patients are waiting sometimes six months for doctor appointment availability, do not have access to basic medications in the public clinics (such as
ibuprofen), and can only receive adaptive equipment (such as crutches, walkers, and wheelchairs) from a local NGO run by
the mayor's husband. Also, all PT clinic equipment and supplies are received through NGO's whenever available. Students
International is very excited to partner with this clinic for a few reasons:
1. The need is great
2. The clinic is well-known in the community
3. The mayor and the boss of the clinic are evangelical Christians and encourage spreading the Gospel through work there.
The property is also very beautiful (used to be an elementary school)
I am still working in El Faro (2 days per week) and at the base as needed for staff and family of staff.
Family Life
There is so much natural beauty within just a few minutes driving distance from our house. We enjoy taking a morning trip
most Saturday mornings. We've visited Reserva Nacional Chocoyero (Parrot national reserve), Grenada (and taken a
launch to visit Isla de los Monos or Monkey Island), Laguna Apoyo and more. Tommy loves jumping in the lake off of a dock
and skipping rocks. Evie has adopted a 100% feminine fashion with frills, pink, and even her mama's heels. Christina and I
have been blessed by friends who will watch the kids for an evening to get a date night in every once in a while as well. We
are counting our blessings every day and God is showing us how blessed we are to live here, even if that means being away
from all of you.
Prayer Requests:
God’s peace in our lives
More Spanish: we are improving, but going from talking one on one to talking to multiple people at once is quite challenging.
Wisdom as we develop the PT site
The economic situation of Nicaragua: SI is a community development organization, not
relief, but we anticipate needing to switch to some relief efforts in the near future as it
is beginning to be difficult for some families just to feed themselves. The upper end of
society is not so much effected but the poorest regions, where labor jobs are falling and
small businesses are seeing much less product being purchased.
Unity in Nicaragua: there remains a lot of tension between the ruling party and those
calling for the president’s removal.
Thank you so much for your continued prayers and support! We love you all so much,
and are so grateful for each and every one of you.
In Him,
The Beeghlys
Paul, Christina (Noland), Thomas, & Evelyn
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Dear Congregation,
Words cannot begin to express our deep gratitude for the
church’s generous donation of $770 to Crossroads Pregnancy Center. We are humbled and overwhelmed for your
kind contribution. Thank you!
Every day when I arrive at the Center, I thank God for this ministry...His ministry...and for calling
me to serve Him here. Every client we meet is a divine appointment—an opportunity to share the
hope of Christ through the Gospel and the truth that they and their unborn are created in the image of God. I came across a quote recently by Elisabeth Elliot and thought it was apropos what
we do. Elisabeth wrote, “We cannot force someone to hear a message they are not ready to receive, but we must never underestimate the power of planting a seed.” As seed planters, we
pray those seeds fall on “good soil” for the Harvester of our souls.
As a nonprofit, we rely on the Lord to touch hearts for this life-saving ministry. As with all gifts,
we pray the Lord will always direct us to use each gift for the best service we can give to our clients.
Your gift is a great encouragement to us. It’s a tangible sign that the Lord has touched your heart
to walk with us “to abound in the work of the Lord, knowing that our labor is not in vain.” (1 Cor.
15:58)
“So...whatever you do, do all for the glory of God/” 1 Cor. 10:31
For His glory,
Kathryn Enloe
Director
GEORGE THE GIRAFFE BOOKS!
When you are driving on Highway 99 be on the lookout for billboard featuring
Valley Children’s Hospital mascot, George the giraffe. George now stars in his
own series of books written by Claire Noland, and her friend, Joan Schoettler.
The books are illustrated by local artist Mykel Suntrapak. The first books were
created to celebrate the openings of the VCH specialty care clinics in Kern and
Stanislaus counties as well as tell the story of
how George came to live at the hospital.
Claire has been busy attending events at the hospital in Madera, the clinic openings, as well as signings at Art Hop, Barnes and Nobles and Petunia’s Bookstore in
Fresno.
Claire’s latest book, George Makes a Splash, was written in the hopes of preventing childhood drowning. Claire was able to be a part of the May 24th VCH
water safety event at Chukchansi Park. 2,500 children came and participated in
activities and each received a copy of the book.
More books are scheduled to be released throughout the year. If you are interested in purchasing any or all of these books, talk to Claire Noland or look for the
information on our bulletin board.
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KIDS’ KORNER
There will be different kinds of puzzles from time to time, not
just multiple choice.
Bird, Beast, and Insect
_____

1. I helped feed a prophet at the Lord’s command. (a) Ant

_____

2. I brought back a welcome sign of land.

(b) Mule

_____

3. The sluggard is told to consider my ways.

(c) Cow

_____

4. I was one of the plagues in Pharaoh’s days.

(d) Locust

_____

5. A brave young man was unharmed by me.

(e) Lion

_______

6. I left Absalom caught by a great oak tree.

(f)) Raven

_____

7. I was used in a riddle a strong man made.

(g) Sparrow

_____

8. I ate the gourd that was Jonah’s shade.

(h) Bee

_____

9. When even I fall the Father knows.

(i) Worm

_____

10. I was one of a dream where the long Nile flows.

(j) Dove

If the answers you do not know, just look down below.
One letter is used twice!
1. I Kings 17:4

2. Genesis 8:11

3. Proverbs 6:6 - 4. Exodus 10:14

5. Daniel 6:23

6. I Samuel 18:9

7. Judges 14:8-14

8. Jonah 4:7

9. Matthew 10:29

10.Genesis 41:18
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SENIOR SCENE: TARRY WITH ME
Tarry with Me for My spirit longs for
you! Your prayers are such a
blessing to Me, and oh, how I
delight to answer them!
Ask and you shall receive blessing
overflowing! Lift up your cup, and
I shall fill it with joy and peace
unending.

Do not be afraid to ask because I
have so much for you, and I desire
to give it.
Ask and it will be given to you;
seek and you will find; knock and
the door will be opened to you
Matthew 7:7

Hanford Christian School Graduation
was on Wednesday, May 22, at 7 p.m.
in the Hanford 1st CRC. Guest speaker was Sheri Tos and Valedictorian
Eleanor Mackey was the class speaker. Their chosen motto was "Spirit
Lead Me." Nine students graduated.
Members of our church include: A.J.
Bekedam, Corrine Fuentes, Abigail
Johnson and Eleanor Mackey.
Congratulations to these 2019
graduates and may God bless you as
you now begin your high school years!

Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my
inmost being, praise His holy name.
Praise the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all His benefits.
Psalm 103:1-2

Ephesians Bible Study:
I’ll be hosting a Bible Study on Ephesians for seven Sunday nights throughout the summer. All are
welcome. We will study the book together inductively. For the first fifteen minutes, we will all study
the passage individually, marking up a copy of the text. We will mark significant words, phrases, concepts, connections, and themes in the text, and write in our own words what we think Paul is saying.
We will also write down any questions that arise from our study of the text. Then we will come together in small groups and discuss our questions and how the passage applies to our life today. We
will start on June 9 with Ephesians 1, meeting in the social hall at 6pm. Feel free to study the text beforehand. I hope to see you there!
The Master Pilot
Your Summer Intern,
God’s Word will calm the stormy sea,
His love will bring you through!
Richard Britton III
Have faith in the Master Pilot,
For He surely cares for you!
He careth for you!
I Peter 5:7
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THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM (continued)

Frederick the Pious
(We left Elector Frederick ready to address the Augsburg Diet* to defend his beliefs,)
“Your Imperial Majesty”, began Fredrick, “I continue in the conviction that in matters of faith and
conscience I acknowledge only one Lord who is Lord of all lords, and King of all kings. This is not
a matter of the flesh but of man’s soul and its salvation which I have received form my Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. His truth I am duty bound to guard. As regards Calvinism, I can say with God
and my Christian conscience as witnesses that I have not read the books of Calvin, so that I can
little say what is meant by Calvinism. But what my catechism teaches, this I profess. This catechism has on its pages such abundant proof from Holy Scripture that it will remain unrefuted and
will also remain my irrefutable belief. I comfort myself in this, that my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
has promised me and all His believers that whatever we lose for His name’s sake here on earth
shall be restored to us a hundredfold in the life to come. And with this I submit myself to the gracious consideration of your Imperial Majesty.”
Complete silence filled the hall as Fredrick returned to his place among the princes. When, since
Luther spoke at Worms, had a man spoken with such courage to an emperor? The emperor delayed to speak because he felt the strong tide in favor of Fredrick. As the Catholic Bishop of
Augsburg muttered something about Question 80, he went unnoticed because at the same time
the Elector of Saxony came to place his hand on Frederick’s shoulder. “Fritz, thou art more pious
than all of us,” he said. Another prince said, “Why do we fight this good elector, who has more
piety than any of us?”
.
*the general assembly of the estates of the Holy Roman Empire
(to be continued)

TEEN TALK: INVITE JESUS IN
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock.
If anyone hears my voice and opens the door,
I will come in and eat with him, and he with Me.
Revelation 3:20
My Child.
Your heart is like a house where you spend every day. It’s where you keep all your hopes and dreams, all your
feelings and fears.
Some rooms in your heart hold shiny trophies. But other rooms hide the things you’re most ashamed of.
Because the lock is on the inside, you’re the only one who can invite someone into your heart! My Son Jesus
is standing outside the door of your heart, knocking. If you invite Him in, I will come in with Him.
Don’t worry. We won’t be shocked by anything We find. We already know what’s in there. We want to help
you do some house cleaning, one room at a time. We want to live with you in the house you call your heart,
and We will make it a home. Will you open the door? It’s up to you.
Your Lord,
God
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Worship Matters by Amy Breslow
Early in his Christian life, C.S. Lewis struggled with the idea that God demands our
praise and commands us to give Him glory. However, he soon realized that this
“stumbling block” was due to his misconception of God and a misunderstanding of
what praise really is. He writes in his book, Reflections on the Psalms,
"The most obvious fact about praise—whether of God or anything—strangely escaped me. I thought of it in terms of compliment, approval, or the giving of honour. I
had never noticed that all enjoyment spontaneously overflows into praise unless …
shyness or the fear of boring others is deliberately brought in to check it. The world
rings with praise—, readers their favourite poet, walkers praising the countryside,
players praising their favourite game – praise of weather, wines, dishes, actors, motors, horses, colleges, countries, historical personages, children, flowers, mountains,
rare stamps, rare beetles, even sometimes politicians or scholars. I had not noticed
how the humblest, and at the same time most balanced and capacious, minds,
praised most, while the cranks, misfits, and malcontents praised least...Except where
intolerably adverse circumstances interfere, praise almost seems to be inner health
made audible.…I had not noticed either that just as men spontaneously praise whatever they value, so they
spontaneously urge us to join them in praising it: “Isn’t she lovely? Wasn’t it glorious? Don’t you think that
magnificent?” The Psalmists in telling everyone to praise God are doing what all men do when they speak of
what they care about. My whole, more general, difficulty about the praise of God depended on my absurdly
denying to us, as regards the supremely Valuable, what we delight to do, what we indeed can’t help doing,
about everything else we value.
I think we delight to praise what we enjoy because the praise not merely expresses but completes the enjoyment; it is its appointed consummation. It is not out of compliment that lovers keep on telling one another
how beautiful they are; the delight is incomplete till it is expressed… If it were possible for a created soul
fully… to “appreciate”, that is to love and delight in, the worthiest object of all, and simultaneously at every
moment to give this delight perfect expression, then that soul would be in supreme beatitude… The Scotch
catechism says that man’s chief end is “to glorify God and enjoy Him forever”. But we shall then know that
these are the same thing. Fully to enjoy is to glorify. In commanding us to glorify Him, God is inviting us to
enjoy Him."1, 2
Worship has to come from the heart, that is a given. If it’s not coming from the inside, it’s just a show, a production, an act. But it can’t be only the heart. If you’re married and all you do is to think loving thoughts about your
spouse, but you never express that love in outward ways, wouldn’t that seem odd? If there’s never a heartfelt “I
love you!” or a caring touch or a gentle smile or raucous laughter together, your spouse might begin to question
your love. Maybe there should be true heartfelt outward expressions of love toward God, too.
When we worship, we should be fully engaged in the enjoyment of God. Think about how many times the concept
of “delight” is used in scripture (110 times according to Baker’s Evangelical Dictionary of Theology). But “delight” is
not an abstract concept- it is an active participation in an emotion- and it is incomplete until it is expressed.
When was the last time you verbally expressed to God that you love Him? What are some ways that you can show
physical expressions of love to the Lord?

1. C.S. Lewis, Reflections on the Psalms. (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1958), pp. 93–97
2. http://www.cslewisinstitute.org/God_Invites_Us_to_Enjoy_Him
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Life Group Summer Affinity Dates to Remember —
One time Events
FAMILY GAME AND DESSERT NIGHT

JULY 10

ART NIGHT

JULY 30

FAMILY BOWLING NIGHT

AUGUST 2

Affinity Groups
TEEN MOVIE NIGHT

JULY 17, 24, 31, AUG. 7

WORKOUT WEDNESDAY

JUNE 12, 19, 26 JULY 3

BEGINNING GUITAR

JUNE 11, JULY 9, 23
AUGUST 6

PLAYDATES IN THE PARK

JUNE 13, 27, JULY 11, 25

TEEN GIRL’S NIGHT OUT

TUESDAYS/THURSDAYS

ADVENTURE GROUP

JULY 13, AUG. 3

EXPEDITION DAY CAMP

JUNE 29, JULY 20,
AUGUST 20

Worship Events
WORSHIP CONFERENCE

JUNE 22

HYMN SING

JULY 7

WORSHIP NIGHT

AUGUST 4

You can sign up for the
one time events and the
Affinity Groups on our
church website at
hanfordcrc.org or by
contacting the church
office at 559-582-4423

WORSHIP CONFERENCE - Join us and Tom Kraeuter on Saturday, June
22nd in an exclusive Worship Conference. This event is being designed specifically with CRC churches in mind, focusing on "Unity in Worship". Tickets will
be available to our members for free using the promo code WORSHIP, with
online registration for outside participants of $20.00 each. The conference
will include lunch and snacks. Please share our Facebook event and
the eventbrite.com link. In case you missed these links last week about who
Tom Kraeuter is: Check him out at http://www.training-resources.org/tomkraeuter/.
Tickets available: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/worship-conference-withtom-kraueter-tickets-61265242991 or https://www.facebook.com/events/429924144473290/
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DID YOU KNOW?
That when you are down to nothing, God is up to something?
That a student at Lebanon High School in Ohio was suspended after posting Bible
verses in response to the LGBTQ pride flag and posters that were on display in the
hallway?
That our government now has a U.S. ambassador-at-large for international religious
freedom named Sam Brownback?

That faith in God includes faith in His timing?
That Senate Chaplain Barry Black, who boldly represents Christ as he serves U.S. lawmakers, has a standing request with God “that the Holy Spirit will pray through him”?
That the way to a joyful Christian attitude and spirit is by total commitment? Such
commitment requires deep and daily fellowship with our Savior.

In Our Congregation

CENTER OF THE BIBLE

What is the shortest chapter in the Bible?

Psalm 117

What is the longest chapter in the Bible?

Psalm 119

Which chapter is in the center of the Bible? Psalm 118
Fact: There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118
Fact: There are 594 chapters after Psalm 118
Add these numbers up and you get 1188
What is the center verse in the Bible?

Psalm 118:8

Does this verse say something significant about God’s perfect
will for our lives?
The next time someone says they would like to find God’s perfect will for their lives and that they want to be in the center of
His will, just send them to the center of His Word.
“It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.
Psalm 118:8
Now isn’t that surprising how this worked out
(or was God in the center of it)?

Kyla Danielson had a very successful track season this year.
She ended her regular track season with a personal best and
school record in the 100M hurdles. The time of 14.83 (needed a
14.98) qualified her for the NAIA
Nationals in Alabama May 24
where ran her second best time
of 15.32. Kyla is a Sophomore at
William Jessup University in
Rocklin, CA.
Conrad Danielson traveled to
Bishop, CA over Memorial Day
weekend and participated in the
50th Annual Mule Days competition. He is a member of Reedley
College's Forestry and Natural
Resources Mule Club. The team
competed against 10 other California schools in mule packing
(speed, knot tying, showmanship)
and trail maintenance finishing
third overall.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED
2175 Leoni Drive ~ Hanford, California
Phone: 559-582-4423
Fax: 559-584-2235

We’re on the web
hanfordcrc.org

If there are any needs in the congregation for the Deacons, please feel free
to give one of them a call and they will
be willing to address them. Thank
you.
Your Diaconate
Answers to Kids Korner Questions:
1. f 2. j 3. a 4. d 5. e
6. b 7. h & e 8. I 9. g 10. c

FATHER AND SON
I saw them walking hand in hand,
This father and his lad.
I watched him as he spoke to you,
I heard Him call you “Dad.”
And oh, the pride he put within
That dear, familiar word,
I wondered if you caught it too,
I wondered if you heard.
Oh, you who have a son to whom
You’re the best “Dad” of all,
Who copies everything you do,
Don’t let his ideals fall.
Oh, pray the Lord to make you wise,
To give you eyes to see
Why little boys will always say:
“Like Dad, I want to be.”

Oh, look around you, everywhere,
There’s many a ,grown-up lad
Whose voice no longer holds that ring
Of pride when calling “Dad.”
Within your care God placed this trust;
Then mold with Him this clay,
And keep alive that glowing torch
He holds for you today.
Esther A. Schumann

This-n-That—
As we enjoy this nice spring weather and look forward to summer, we have a great opportunity to be
close to God. The poem “Close to God” expresses
beautifully how to feel close to God outdoors.
As Father’s Day approaches, we think about the
huge responsibility of being a Dad. In the poem
“Father and Son”, fathers are reminded of that but
can also be encouraged by the joys of fatherhood.
“Children In Past Summers” brings back wonderful
memories of how we older adults spent our time
then. There are a few families that carry on these
traditions. We encourage you to join them.
Congratulations to all our graduates. Except for the
names received from Hanford Christian we had no
response to our request for graduates.
May God grant you His richest blessings throughout the summer We look forward to publishing our
next Focus edition in September.
Anita & Nancy

CLOSE TO GOD
Children in Past Summers
Take one large grassy field,
one-half dozen children,
two or three small dogs,
a pinch of brook, and some
pebbles. Mix the children
and dogs well together and
put them in the field,
stirring constantly,
pour the brook over the
pebbles, sprinkle the field
with flowers; spread over
all a deep blue sky,
and bake in a hot sun,
in the fresh air.
When brown,
remove and set to
cool in the bathtub.
-C.R.D.A. “News”

I feel so close to God outdoors
Where my ceiling is the sky,
‘Neath the shelter of the leafy trees
That lift their limbs on high.
I see Him in the morning
When sparkling dewdrops cover all,
I see Him in the evening
When twilight shadows fall.
I hear Him in the rustling leaves,
Beside a shady nook,
I hear Him in the song
Of the little babbling brook,
I listen as His tender voice
Fills my very soul.
“Come unto Me, My child –
And I will make you whole.”
Claribel Ream

