The Focus
April 15, 2018

In Our Congregation......
Did you see Eric deJong’s picture in the Hanford Sentinel? A fifth grader at Hanford Christian School, he placed second in the 2018 Kings County Spelling Bee.
Congratulations go to Eric and his parents EJ and Elizabeth de Jong.
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We continue to mourn and pray for the family of Andy and Cheryl Zonneveld
whose newborn son Gerrit John is now with the angels in heaven. Let us remember to pray for this family regularly. God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1
Rimmert and Meghan deJong welcomed twin girls on February 15. Victoria June
weighed 6 lbs. 13 oz., 21 inches long. Sydney Jesisca weighed 6 lbs. 3 oz., 19
inches long, meaning Meghan carried exactly 13 pounds of baby. Wow! Brothers Gerrit and Thomas welcomed their new little sisters, as did Cobi Joy, now the
“big sister”. Proud grandparents are Gerrit and Hinke de Jong.

Six other sets of grandparents happily received new little ones into their families.
Pastor Lambert and Liz were blessed with two new grandsons, born only two days
apart. Nathan Keali’ikjuikamana. son of Phil and Kay Sikkema, arrived on February 11. One of Kay’s aunts chose this middle name. It means ’man of noble
character who walks with God’. He will be baptized in our church on Sunday,
April 29. On February 13, Hollis Stanley joined the Paul and Katie Sikkema family.
Nathan and Hollis are the first child for both families. Both of these boys weighed
over 8 lbs. Pastor Lambert and Liz now have 11 grandchildren (with only two in
California).
David and Alice teVelde are celebrating the birth of Tanner Gerrit. He is the first
child of their youngest son Garret and wife, Chelsey. Tanner arrived on March 11,
weighing in at 7 lbs. 10oz., with a length of 20 inches.

Jared and Jaclyn Pacheco had child number four on March 21. Their new
daughter, Brogan Elaine, weighed 8 lbs. 4 oz. and was 20 inches long. This busy
family includes sisters, Paisley (7) and Austyn (5), as well as two year old brother,
Dax. Mike and Kathy Pacheco rejoice in the birth of another blessing for their
family.
The next day, March 22, Zoe Ann joined the Mark and Sarah Sjoerdma family,
which already included two and a half year old Caleb. With a weight of 6 lbs. 6
oz. and a length of 19 inches, grandparents Bob and Jennifer Koelewyn are happy with the safe arrival of their 13th grandchild (and none of them live in California)!
.
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March 25 was the day the Andy and Cherie Vander Moren family increased with the birth of Silas John,
who weighed 7 lbs. and was also 20 inches long. Other children in this family are Natalie (12) and Levi (8).
Rejoicing in this birth are grandparents Tim and Marlene Vander Moren.
Henry Aaron is the first child of Chad and Ariel Reenders. Another 20 inch baby, this first child in their
family, weighed 8 lbs. 1 oz. Excited grandparents are Darin and Wendy Reenders.
Dave and Kim Danielson recently announced the engagement of their son Caleb Danielson to Elizabeth
(Liz) Driskell. June 30 has been set as their wedding date. Caleb is working as a machinist in Paris, Texas.
Paul and Christina Mee (Noland) Beeghly have heard God’s call and are heading to the mission field. They
will be working with Students International in Nindiri, Nicaragua where they will be opening a physical therapy site. They will be leaving in mid-May with their young children, Thomas and Evelyn, to attend the Cultural
Training Institute for missionaries in North Carolina. They will then travel to Antigua, Guatemala for language
school and will arrive and settle in Nicaragua in September. Please pray for safe travel on this first part of
their journey. If you would like to receive their monthly newsletter, please send an e-mail to
ChristinaBeeghly@gmail.com

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Who do you turn to for rescue? This question, among others, will be the main
focus of our summer Vacation Bible School Program. During the week of June 1115 students in grades K-6 will travel along on our "ShipWrecked" adventure
learning essential gospel truths along the way. They will immerse themselves in
worship, crafts, games and Bible stories that all point to Gods ability and desire to
save His people. And what a privilege it is to come together as a church to share the
good news with young hearts!

Our mission as we plan this years VBS program is that our impact may last more
than the week, but instead will be a jumping point to reach out to unchurched folks
in our community throughout the coming year. VBS is merely the start of these
relationships. That being said, our goal is to have at least 40% community and/or
unchurched students. That's a big goal, but we serve an even bigger God!
So what can you do to help?
1) Pray. Pray that God would move in the hearts of the people in our neighborhood who don't yet know Him
and lead them to our front steps. Pray that God would equip us, his congregation to bring the good news to this community.
2) Talk. Talk to families who might be interested in coming - a personal invitation is the most effective form of
advertisement.
3) Volunteer. There are many ways to use your gifts and talents, hands and feet. What an opportunity to get
in the action and see Gods hand at work!
4) Donate. There are a few tangible needs and " wish list" extras that can be met as we plan out the week.
We'll be posting those donation opportunities in the near future.
We hope you'll join us for an informational meeting on April 15th (THAT'S TODAY!) in the sanctuary to learn about
how we can work together to reach our God-given community!
In Him,
VBS 2018 Coordinators
Sarah Zonneveld and Julie Carruthers
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Common Ground Serves Stockton
By Lael Dunn

The Common Ground leaders, three students, and I recently went to
Open Door Community Church in Weston Ranch, Stockton. While there
Pastor Martin shared the dynamics of the 30,000 people who call
Weston Ranch home and his heart for reaching them with the good
news of Jesus Christ. We quickly learned this is not a traditional church
but more of a “neighborhood ministry.” Martin knows many of the residents, and they call him at all hours of the day whenever they have
needs and concerns, but very few have ever attended a Sunday service. Open Door is more about the people than it is about the program.

I spent Tuesday morning in the home of a Muslim family of a teenager
arrested for a social media threat to shoot up the local high school. The
father maintained his son’s innocence and expressed heartfelt confusion
over the matter and even asked Martin for advice before we prayed for him and his family. As the President of his local Mosque, he still asked Pastor Martin for advice and prayer. What a challenge this was to
me: to be known in my community as someone who people seek out in a time of need for help and encouragement and truth.
Jesus told those who questioned that the greatest commandment was to love God with our everything, but
quickly followed it with the importance of loving our neighbor. Often we apply this command to those that
we sit around the table with and spend our free time with or even work with. We may even remember to
add those who work at the grocery store, but how often do we take the time to apply the literal term to
include our neighbors- those who sleep 30 feet from us at night! I am the first to admit that I haven’t been
the best at loving my neighbors, because knowing neighbors takes time and energy. It isn’t easy. But how
amazing would it be if we could have a presence in the community of Hanford like the presence that Martin has in Weston Ranch. If we are going to love our neighbors, we need to know them. If we are going to
make more and better disciples, we need to be missionally-focused in our neighborhoods both as individuals and as a church body.
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ Matthew 22:39

DID YOU KNOW?
In the entire book of Esther, God is not mentioned once.
A Bible that is falling apart often belongs to someone who isn’t.
Worry clutters up tomorrow’s opportunities with yesterday’s troubles.
Each day is a gift from God; that’s why it’s called the “Present”.
More than 910,000 people packed the Los Angeles Coliseum during Billy Graham’s 25-day 1963
Crusade. The crowd of 134,255 on September 8 still stands as the all-time record for the stadium.
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Hanford CRC
Ministering Elders Meeting
Minutes of March 13, 2018
1. Opening Devotions: Pastor Lambert read scripture and opened with prayer.
2. Roll: Justin Carruthers, Darrell Kootstra, Case Kamper, Marv Reenders & Lambert Sikkema
3. Minutes of previous meeting are reviewed and accepted.
4. Correspondence: none for this meeting.

5. The elders enter into an extended period of prayer for both the congregation and the community.
6. Marv Reenders, our delegate, gives an up-date on the Classis meeting held in Ripon on March 6th.
7. The elders are informed that currently have two vacancies on the “pastoral-care” team roster. Pastor
Lambert will be looking for replacement team members and will report to our next meeting.
8. The elders take up a discussion regarding the membership status of various members. Actionable
items are noted to be carried out.
9. Executive Session: The elders did not discuss discipline cases at this session.
10. The elders take up the task of filling out the roster of candidates for Ministering Elders. It is agreed
that we will send out nomination letters to the next names on the list per our previous priority list.
11. The elders take up the topic of our Sunday morning worship services. Each member shares insights
and observations. Care is taken to be fair-minded with all the factors and persons involved in this essential feature of our congregation’s life together.
12. Motion to adjourn to May 15, 2018. Approved
13. Darrell closed the meeting in prayer.

In the happy moments, praise God.
In the difficult moments, seek God.
In the quiet moments, trust God.
In every moment, thank God.

Respectfully submitted,
Pastor Lambert Sikkema
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Governing Council Meeting Minutes
Hanford First Christian Reformed Church
March 6, 2018
Members Present:
Pastor Justin Carruthers, Corey Reenders, George Wilgenburg, Adam Mackey, Rimmert de Jong,
Scott Schmidt, Bruce Pickering and David teVelde.

5:45 PM
G.C. watched a training video on aspects of Leadership.

6:10 PM: Devotions and Prayer
Pastor Justin Carruthers led Devotions and opened in Prayer.

6:45 PM: Call to Order – Adam Mackey, Chairman
6:12 PM: Pre Packet/ Consent Agenda - Adam Mackey- Chairman
Motion was made to accept December 5, 2017 Governing Council meeting minutes - PASSED

7:05 PM: Lead Pastor Report – Pastor Justin Carruthers
Pastor Justin gave a “Lead Pastor Report” comprising of the following items:


2017-18 General Fund

We are 2% behind budget.


Tuition Assistance

We are over $9,000 behind budget.


Staff Report:
Staff Updates



“Ministry Outcome” Report:



Report given on 6 “Guiding Principle Ministry Outcomes” including:
 Profession of Faith
 Year-end goal = 6 professions of faith
 Total = 20 POF’s
 We rejoice in the number of men and women over the last year who have
chosen to become members of First CRC. It was noted this number
exceeds the last three years combined and is the 2nd largest in recorded
history in this church.
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 Outreach and Attendance Outcomes
 Service project year end goal =20








Annual Total =23
Assimilation
Ministry Involvement
Leader Development
Life Group Participation

 GOAL - 55%

Congregation participation
 Actual: 63% Congregational Participation

 GOAL - 90% Church leadership (Council & Staff) participation

 Actual: 83% Church Leadership Participation
 Update on Projects


New Proposed Outcomes




APPROVED

2018-19 Budget Proposal

 Consent to move to next phase
7:35 PM: Objectives and Milestones – Adam Mackey, Chairman
 Discussion and updates were given on governing council objectives
 Discussion on proposed Visioneering Project. We will move forward to determine a “Budget,

Scope, and Schedule” along with “Schematic Designs” of proposed renovation project. Once
we have all the details we will determine its viability before we present it to the
congregation.

8:55: Ministry Focus – Adam Mackey




Next meeting on June 4th
Report on Governing Council Outcomes
Lead Pastor Annual Evaluation

9:20: G.C. Meeting Closes in Prayer

Respectfully Submitted- Sarena de Jong
Secretary to Clerk- David teVelde
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Story Hour by Marlene VanderMoren
What a feast we enjoyed at the wedding in Cana! We
dressed in our fancy vests, drank “miraculous” juice from
wine glasses, and celebrated the first miracle of Jesus by
eating whipped cream and sprinkles.
Then the calendar brought our Bible stories to Peter’s
denial of Jesus. First we sang Hosanna songs as we pretended to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem.
After the Passover meal we snored loudly in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Acting like Jesus’ disciples, we hid behind bookshelves and under tables to show that we abandoned Jesus when the soldiers came. Then Peter crept close to the
small cellophane fire in the courtyard to warm himself. Just as the servant girl was about to
speak, Pharisee Liam (who was really enjoying the fire) asked,
“Where are the marshmallows?
We crowed like roosters and were reminded that someday
we will sit on Jesus’ lap in heaven if we are sorry for our sins
and believe that Jesus gave his life for us.

Children’s Worship by Marlene VanderMoren
About twenty of our precious children sang “Ho, Ho, Ho, Hosanna…” as they celebrated Palm Sunday with real palm
branches. When the children watched the wooden figure of
Jesus wash the disciples’ feet, they thought about how they
could serve others. So they made a huge Kindness Basket for
Sonya and Andrew Zonneveld, filled with sweet notes, drawings, toys, and stickers.
The children touched and tasted the foods of the Passover meal. Oh boy, you should
have seen their faces after just a dab of horseradish touched their tongues! Glenda
and Katherine cut out twenty sets of twelve paper disciples to glue around the small
tables that each child took home. Jesus was at the head of the table, teaching about
his body and blood.
Eggvitations were sent home with the children. These plastic eggs had a sweet treat
and an invitation for neighbors and friends to join us at church for Good Friday and
Easter services.
After the exciting resurrection Bible story, the children and I talked about some symbols of Easter; the cross, the big round stone, and the red blood. I said, “Jesus’ blood
washed away all of our dirty sins and now we are as white as_____________.”

“Marshmallows!” one of the kids shouted out.
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TEEN TALK; YOU DON’T HAVE TO PROVE ANYTHING
Don’t try to get into the good graces of
important people, but enjoy the company of
ordinary folks. And don’t think you know it all!
Romans 12:16 TLB

My Child,
You don’t have to prove to other people how cool or popular you are, or elbow your way
into the “in” crowd pretending to be something you’re not. Believe Me, you are a
treasure to Me just because you’re you.
It’s your inner self that makes you valuable. I want you to learn to value yourself. You’ll
never be happy until you do. It doesn’t matter how many “big shots” you impress, if you
still hate yourself inside, you’re going to be miserable. Find our worth in our relationship.
Learn to enjoy all kids of ordinary people without putting on any kind of act.
person is special and rare to Me – Just as your are.

Each

Your Creator,
God

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM?
Frederick the Pious: In January of 1566 the Emperor Maximilian arrived in Augsburg from Vienna. He
had ordered the Augsburg Diet* to begin on March 23. The six electors of Germany, together with the
rest of the German princes and their advisors, would attend. The matter of the Palatinate** would come
up, and the diet would decide what to do about the Elector Frederick. It was a matter that made the emperor both irritated and curious.
If all the letters from Duke Christopher about the Elector Fredrick were true, then the empire would do
well to get rid of him. Though Maximilian was a moderate Catholic, he wanted to keep his Protestant
princes firmly in hand. They must be true to the peace of 1555 and the Augsburg Confession. The uproar
in the German states over the religion of the Palatinate must be settled before it blew up into something
worse than a pen-and-paper war.
But the emperor had received letters from Fredrick, too, though he had never seen him. On paper Frederick did not sound like a man upset by nightly visits of the devil, as reported by his enemies. Nor did he
attack his enemies the way they bitterly attacked him. There was something unusual about this elector.
The emperor was curious to meet him.
*The general assembly of the states of the Holy Roman Empire** two historic regions of Germany that
constituted an electorate of the Holy Roman Emperor
(To be continued)
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Fresh Faces *
Moving to our area of California was a huge change for Aaron
Carpenter. Aaron was born in Oak Park, right outside of Chicago,
Illinois. When his family (which included an older brother and sister), moved to Palos Heights, his Mom worked at Trinity Christian
College. Aaron grew up on the college campus, with plenty of
babysitters always available. Even when they moved off campus,
their home was just down the street. Aaron attended the local
Christian schools and graduated from Trinity Christian College.

Marissa de Haan and he met when they were attending Trinity Christian College. Both
of them enjoyed the college’s internship program when they were able to minister to
people with special needs. After graduation, they flew to Hanford and were married on
June 26, 2010 in our church. Since at that time they were not sure where they would be
living, Pastor Roger Nelson of their Chicago home church performed the ceremony.
They had a second reception in Chicago.
After the decision was made to move to California, they settled in Visalia. Aaron’s job
as a City Planner requires quite a bit of traveling. He works all over the valley in a very
challenging job as he coordinates with a lot of different people in each city.
Their home has been blessed with two sons: two and a half year old Charlie and Emmett
Jack who is six months. On Saturdays, they enjoy walking to downtown Visalia for coffee. Hiking in the mountains is another favorite activity. Aaron enjoys the beautiful
scenery in the mountains and in the surrounding areas as he bicycles, even going all the
way to Exeter.
Aaron’s first impression of the Hanford-Visalia area was that “this is a hot and dry place
with not a lot going on.” It started looking better after a visit to Superior Dairy, and now
he is totally acclimated.
He is glad that they chose Hanford CRC as their home church. First, it was because
family was here. Now, he really feels part of our entire congregation. This has been
helped by being an active participant and leader in Life Groups. Membership here requires a great commitment by them because they travel from Visalia for both church
services and Life Group. We are blessed to have Aaron and Marissa as such active participants in the life of our church.
------------*We realized a few months ago that we had neglected to introduce our new members
that married members of our congregation, so are definitely playing catch up. Some of
these have been with us for quite a while; we apologize for the delay.
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Kings Gospel Mission Grows
“Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of
the Lord’s people.” – Philemon 1:7
By the grace of God and thanks to the support of our church and other donors, the Kings Gospel Mission
has been growing to meet the needs of more community members.
“It’s exciting to see more men grow in their knowledge of Christ and in community,” says Dave Clevenger
the Mission’s CEO. “Lives are being transformed, and we’re deeply grateful for the prayers and support
from you that make it possible.”
The Kings Gospel Mission Thrift Store opened mid-January at 126 W. 7th St. in downtown Hanford. Funds
raised through the store, as well as a recycling service in Armona, support an overnight shelter and New
Song Christian Discipleship Academy at 801 W. 7th St. The store, which is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, is enjoying a steady stream of customers. Donations may be made by calling 559-530-3740, and pickup is available.
Currently, three men are committed to a year of Christian Discipleship in the Mission’s academy. The mission also hosts room and board for 11 men. Unfortunately, due to a bed bug problem, the shelter is
down to 10 beds, but with God’s grace and provision, we will back to 20 beds soon.
Dave and the board are grateful for the many members of our congregation who support the Mission
through praying, volunteering and giving. One of our Life Groups also donated time at the Thrift Store for
their service project. The Mission accepts financial gifts as well as thrift store donations, autos and other
items.
Immediate partnerships available at the Mission include:
URGENT - Metal beds and cots for the health of overnight shelter guests - Current wooden beds had to
be removed due to bed bugs; wood makes eradication difficult. Men currently sleep on cots, and we urgently need metal bunkbeds to replace our capacity from 10 to 20 men.
URGENT – Thrift Store Volunteers – we have been blessed with many customers and donations; partners
help us sort the goods and present them for sale. It’s a great way to serve the mission by helping the Mission reach out to our surrounding community through the store.

Food service kitchen – Jesus ministered to people many times through the provision of food. We are
lacking a suitable facility to prepare and serve food and eat together. We have financial, planning and
construction partnership opportunities for this need.
Financial counseling and instruction - A leader and/or curriculum is needed to train program participants
in personal finance habits such as budgeting and saving.
Thank you again for your support! To learn more about the Mission, please visit
www.KingsGospelMission.org, or talk with Board Chairman Dennis Rietema or Board Member Christine
Pickering. Dave also may be reached at 559-203-5204 or dave@kingsgospelmission.org.
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The Great Chorus by Amy Breslow
A year ago–just before my move to Hanford–I was at a goodwill store in Columbus, Mississippi where I stumbled on a great
treasure: a (nearly) complete collection of “The Great Books of the Western World” published by the Encyclopedia Britannica in 1952. This had been a lifelong aspiration of mine to own the complete set (54 volumes!) and for $50.00 that day I went
home the proud owner of this beautiful collection.
If you are unfamiliar with the set, it is a collection of the “greatest” books and ideas that are considered indispensable to western civilization and education. The works of the great thinkers: Homer, Virgil, Plato, Copernicus, Galileo, Chaucer, Shakespeare, and Gibbon– to name just a few–are all compiled into this terrific collection which the editors nicknamed “The Great
Conversation.” In the preface to the collection (which is a volume in itself!), the editor explains that each of the great works is a
“dialogue” of sorts among humanity. It is a dialogue that has continued through the ages, each voice building on the other, each
compelling mankind to excellence. In each work is housed wisdom, tradition, and the belief that the human spirit and voice can
transcend time and space to speak to others across the ages.

The editor, Robert Hutchins, writes, “In the course of history, from epoch to epoch, new books have been written that have won
their place in the list. Books once thought entitled to belong to it have been superseded; and this process of change will continue as long as men can think and write. It is the task of every generation to reassess the tradition in which it lives, to discard
what it cannot use, and to bring into context with the distant and intermediate past the most recent contributions to The Great
Conversation.”
In other words, the list of books that we consider “great” will constantly change, and should be changed, from age to age. The
ones which are timeless will endure, and the ones which become outdated will become discarded.
These books, and the stories they tell, were compiled, not to give a “tourist’s view” of ancient thought and tradition of the past,
but they were compiled for the present because these stories help us to live better now.
You might be thinking, “well, that’s nice Amy…thank you for sharing, but what does this have to do with worship in our church?”
EVERYTHING.
As believers, we are a part of “The Great Chorus!” and songs– like books– are ideas that are born out of the creativity of the
human spirit.
In each of our hymnals are songs that have been thought indispensable. Music written by Luther, Watts, Wesley, Bliss, Newton,
and Crosby, to name just a few. Each one is a voice in the eternal song of the ages that has existed from before even time began. Each song that we sing is a “dialogue” in this chorus, that has continued through the ages, each voice building on the other, each one compelling us toward the great love of God. In each song is housed wisdom, tradition, and the belief that the human spirit and voice can transcend time and space to speak to God and to others across the ages.
Please permit me to take some liberty with Mr. Hutchins’ statement:
“In the course of history, from epoch to epoch, new songs have been written that have won their place in the hearts and hymnals of believers. Songs once thought entitled to belong in the list, have been superseded; and this process of change will
continue as long as men can think and write. It is the task of every generation to reassess the tradition in which it lives, to discard what it cannot use, and to bring into context with the distant and intermediate past the most recent contributions to ‘The
Great Chorus.”
And the “chorus” continues…each generation adds its own voice, and its own stanza in this cosmic orchestration: Crouch,
Tomlin, Crowder, Getty. Some of those stanzas will fade, and some will endure.
These songs, and the stories they tell, are meant to be sung– not so that we can revisit the past– but to aid in the present moment. We sing the songs of the ages because they help us to live better now.
One thing has been clear to me in my brief tenure here: this is a singing church. Each song we sing embodies the faith, theology, and wisdom of our spiritual heritage. We sing the songs of the ages and join in the Great Chorus, the chorus of humanity,
resounding across every age and generation, proclaiming the wonder and greatness of our magnificent God.
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Living Water: Guatemala
Another Mission Opportunity

You’re Invited! Always flattering isn’t it. We love being thought of and included. Would a trip to Guatemala to help
people obtain clean, safe water and to do that in the name of Jesus? Living Water World Missions located in Visalia,
CA, whose mission is United with the Living Water Who Gives Life is inviting us to consider doing just that.
One child dies every eight seconds from a water-related illness.
At some level, this is just another statistic. However, at the most basic level, it’s a fact that highlights just how profoundly the whole world is affected by the fall. The apostle John once wrote this: How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help? (1 John 3:17-18). One of
our most basic physical needs is water. Being hungry is one thing, but being thirsty is potentially life-threatening in
short order: three days in fact. Would you be interested in joining a mission that seeks to meet the need for water in
communities that are at extreme risk of running out of clean, drinkable water? Living Water World Missions is inviting members of our congregation to join them in an effort to provide safe, clean water for very poor communities
around the world.
Living Water World Mission seeks to both share the gift of the gospel of Jesus Christ and clean water with communities in need. The mission we are invited to support is this: empower local ministry partners to bring physical, social, and spiritual transformation to poor communities by providing, in the name of Jesus and the advancement of his
kingdom both the gospel and sustainable, safe water solutions.
What’s the actual project?
Installing basic, clean water systems!
Purpose: bacteriological disinfection and removal of chlorine-resistant organisms
Design: batch treatment process with an integrated bottling station
Method: purification through filtration, microfiltration, and ozone disinfection
Installation Costs: $3,950.00 (US) for hardware
Operational Costs: ½ to 1 cent per gallon up to 100,000 gallons
What’s the game plan?
# 1 Believing that God’s will won’t take us to a place where His grace cannot sustain us; (Phil.4:19)
# 2 Deciding to take part in the Great Commission; (Matt 28:19)
# 3 Deciding to put our faith into action; (James 2:17)
# 4 By sharing the gospel of Jesus and the connection between clean and “Living-Water” (John 4:10)
# 5 Training nationals to both build and operate clear water systems
# 6 Training children, parents and other interested adults in basic germ theory, personal hygiene, and the appropriate usage of clean water.
What can you do to help?
# 1 Pray for the teams engaged in this vital ministry
# 2 Join one of the teams involved in building and installing a water system and train local leaders
# 3 Invest in Living Water Clear Water Systems
# 4 Become a regular donor to help expand the impact of this ministry globally.
What to know more?
Contact: Pastor Lambert for details.
If you’re at all curious, join us in “The Garage” on Sunday, May 6th at 11:00 AM to meet the directors.
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Hannah
1. Hannah’s story takes
place in:
A. 2 Samuel
B. 1 Chronicles
C. 1 Samuel
D. 2 Chronicles
2. When she discovered Hannah was barren,
Elkanah’s second wife, Peninnh:
A.Was nice to Hannah’
.
B. went to the temple and prayed
with her
C. Made fun of Hannah
D. Encouraged Hannah
3. When Eli saw Hannah praying, he thought
she was:
A. Sleeping
B. Drunk
C. Unable to speak
D. In the wrong place

4. When Hannah prayed to the Lord for
a son, she promised Him that:
A. no razor would touch his head
B. she would name him “Samuel”
C. Her son would pray to the Lord daily
D. Eli would be his mentor
5. Once Eli discovered the petition of Hannah’s
prayer, he told her to:
A. continue praying
B. go in peace
C. leave the temple
D. stop praying
6. Hannah named her son Samuel because:
A. she had promised the Lord she would
B. she had asked the Lord for him
C. she was told by God in a vision
what to name him
D. Eli said that Samuel should be the
boy’s name
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7. Hannah presented Samuel to Eli soon after
after he was:
A. circumcised
B. bar mitzvahed
C. weaned
D. betrothed
8. Hannah said of Samuel, “I have lent him
to the Lord.” For how long?
A. one year
B. twenty-five years
C. as long as he lives
D. ten years
9. After Samuel was gone, Hannah
A. was very sad
B. praised God in prayer
C. regretted her decision
D. told Elkanah she had made a
mistake
10. After Samuel’s birth, Hannah had
A. no more children
B. one other son’
C. three sons and two daughters
D. one son and four daughters
If the answers you do not know,
Just look right here, down below.
You can find all the answers in
I Samuel 1 and 1 Samuel 2:1-21.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED
2175 Leoni Drive ~ Hanford, California
Phone: 559-582-4423
Fax: 559-584-2235

We’re on the web
hanfordcrc.org

If there are any needs in the congregation for the Deacons, please feel
free to give one of them a call and
they will be willing to address them.
Thank you.
Your Diaconate
Answers to Kid Korner Questions
1.c 2. c. 3. b 4. a 5. b
6. b 7. c
8. c 9. b 10. c

Hope Is Like the Sun

Spring Song
The warm, caressing sunshine
bright,
The robins as they fly,
And overhead the fleecy clouds
Within an azure sky;
While gorgeous blooms in soft
pastels
In gay profusion lie,
And song and sun and fragrance sweet
With one another view......

All this spells spring,
and spring spells lifeEarth knows a sweet rebirth.
Life pulses forth in myriad ways
When God awakens earth.
As life is hidden ‘neath the sod,
Each spring anew to bloom,
A wondrous resurrection day
Awaits beyond the tomb.
Bertha P. Vander Ark

Hope is like the sun
Upon the threshold
of the heart.
A glow lights up the
inner room;
The shadows fall apart,
And rising to unlatch
the door,
We cast all fear away
As we venture out into
The brightness of the day.

Hope is like a ray of sunlight
Falling on gray stone,
The heart is warmed.
We’re tempted out
To take the road alone,
Out toward a broad horizon
Where the sky is gold
With promise of the
love of God
And blessings manifold.
-Patience Strong

This-N-That

SENIOR SCENE:

Our Good Friday evening service was such a
moving reminder of how much Jesus suffered
for us. Then on Sunday came the uplifting sunrise and church services. As the poem “Spring
Song” reminds us, spring brings a time of wonderful hope. This is expressed so well in the
poem “Hope Is Like the Sun.”
It’s hard to believe that the first three and a half
months of 2018 is already behind us. We have
experienced some wonderful things but also
some very sorrowful times. How blessed we are
to have a God who is always with us, in both the
good and the bad times.
As the Spring Life Groups have drawn to a
close, the participants were, once again, richly
blessed. Everyone continues to grow closer to
each other and the Lord. There were great
experiences reaching out to community needs
as each group chose a project. Soon information will be given for summer participation in
Summer Affinity groups.
Anita and Nancy

SILENT TEAMWORK

My dear, I know exactly how you feel,
Lying there, hurting too much to speak,
And anything you’d say has been said before
And any wisdom that you might reveal
Would not be heard because
She’s much too busy plumping up your pillow
Covering over everything with talk.
Don’t be impatient with her; she’s trying hard;
She doesn’t comprehend the things you feel
Because she is so young!
Let her practice on you, My dear, and smile;
Through your need and pain, she’ll soon
learn how to care.
I will guide her ways, and all the while,
You can lift her up in silent prayer. L.Woodward and M.Wyatt
Let us even exult in our present sufferings,
because we know that suffering trains us to
endure, and endurance brings proof that we
have stood the test, and this proof is the ground
of hope. Such a hope is no mockery, because
God’s love has flooded our inmost heart through
the Holy Spirit He has given us. Romans 5:3-5

