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Bringing Christmas to CASA Kids 

(Court Appointed Special Advocate )  

Our congregation has been sup-
porting CASA Kings County for a 

couple years now and have provid-
ed school supplies, toiletries, 
Christmas presents, and financial 

gifts to this organization in order to 
fulfill the Bible’s command to look after those who are unable to 

look after themselves. 

CASA is a national association with a network of 946 programs 

that are recruiting, training and supporting volunteers to repre-
sent the best interests of abused and neglected children in the 

courtroom and other settings. In the state of California, CASA 
volunteers are advocating for 8,000 abused and neglected chil-
dren. Although CASA has been helping children since 1977, 

CASA of Kings County began in 2011. With 20 new advocates 
sworn in, our local branch of CASA now has 53 children in its 

care! 

This Christmas we want to provide gifts for these children who 

wouldn’t receive presents showing them the love of Jesus in a 
tangible way. Like Angel Tree, we will have cards for each child 

including their wishlist items available on Thanksgiving and the 

first two Sundays in December.  

Please consider taking one (or more) and blessing a child this 

Christmas! Gift suggestions range between $25-50.  

Please come December 15 at 5pm with your gift for wrapping 

and collection before the Christmas Caroling Service at 6pm.  

Last year, Randy Tos shared with us, “As a CASA advocate I was 

able to see how excited, thrilled, and thankful my CASA child 

was when he opened the gift package. Thank you to Hanford 

CRC for bringing Christmas to the CASA children.” 
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Every year I feel like the winter season comes on like some annoying relative who likes to show 
up unannounced to sleep on the sofa for a while. Never in July,  August,  or September am I 
looking forward to Christmas. But sometime in October,  I begin to feel the pressure to comply. 
Gradually it demands more and more of my attention until I am forced to make way.  
 
But when it comes down to it, I love what Christmas really means: 

 How that it was decided within the God head, in eternity past, that God the Son would become 
a man.   

 How that he would be born a little, wet baby, needing to be dried off and warmed, fed and kept. 
Humble, lowly, needy.  

 How that the birth of Jesus, being the apex of the season, would be the beginning of the end of 
the story: the divine, immutable, definitive purpose of God.   

 How that Jesus would live in perfect obedience to the Law.   

 How that Jesus would be crucified for sin, the wrath of God poured out upon Him, wrath that 
should have been poured out upon us, those He has called by name.  

 How that peace with God would be restored.  

So while I might be temporarily annoyed that, ready or not, this giant gorilla 
called the Christmas season comes to sit on me at the same time every year, 
I rejoice in the message of the Nativity. I rejoice that the whole 
world,  knowingly or not,  acknowledges the King. And I shall willingly suc-
cumb to some of our finest traditions: a Christmas tree, decorations, lights, 
holiday music, gifts, spiced cider and A Charlie Brown Christmas.   
 
Our family will use the symbols and traditions of the season as a means of 
worship,  a continuation of the worship we live every other day in every oth-
er season of the year.  
 
As a further continuation of that worship, I’d like to invite you and the entire 
church family to join my family and the Worship Arts Department in a spe-

cial Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long on the evening of December 15th at 6:00 pm. 
 
Please come and sing with us!  
 
-David Kohr 

Just a word of explanation about 

why you haven’t seen me the last few 

months: Husband Richard is now 93 

and needs me with him 24/7.  He  

enjoys visits in the afternoon. 

Livestream is a wonderful blessing,  

allowing me to worship with you.  

God is upholding us in amazing 

ways. 

   In His love, Anita 

NOVEMBER 28—10AM 
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An Attitude of Gratitude—Lael Dunn, Youth Ministries Director 

It is so easy to grumble. It is so easy to be frustrated and annoyed by situations and behaviors. It 

is so easy to become negative even about truly positive things- such as the existence of the church 

and its kingdom work in the community. Youth Ministries can be a lot of fun, but it can be a lot 

of work, and there are people dynamics that make things messy and difficult. The details of life 

outside the church buries us in a mountain of responsibilities and showing up to serve each week 

can be come a daunting task. BUT, then the Holy Spirit shows up!  

Suddenly, we come face to face with the eternal import that our task has, and we are reminded 

how critical the work is- if people do not hear the good news, they will be lost, and sometimes 

we even see the fruit of our labor! Those glimpses of the power and work of God are what keeps 

us going despite everything else.  

It is our practice in Youth Ministries to do an “excellence review” at each meeting in which we 

celebrate what we have done particularly well- or more importantly what God has done through 

our humble service! This attitude of gratitude precedes any discussion of change and difficulty, 

because when we pause to praise God, everything changes. God has blessed us beyond imagina-

tion since any gift is more than we deserve at all. Taking time to thank God for the gifts helps us 

to see the beauty He has given amidst the ashes. Reflecting on His grace helps us heal our hurts 

and empowers us to continue to serve Him faithfully. Here is a glimpse of what I am grateful for 

in Youth Ministries since September. 

GEMS: God’s provision of talented leaders who love the 

girls and who are serving in their area of giftedness: an in-

flux of 3rd grade students, over 20 girls attending, weekly 

times of worship, seeing girls reading their Bibles. 

Cadets: Committed leaders who love the Cadet program and 

care about the boys, hands-on activities like campfire cook-

ing; axesmanship, knots and lashings; seeing new boys come 

to love this program in a matter of one night; leaders giving 

time outside of regular meetings to help students build     

pinewood derby cars. 

MSM: God’s provision of leaders (this program has all new leaders this year, and they are solid 

leaders!), having twice as many middle school students attending as planned, watching the leaders 

navigate and learn the group with grace and creativity. 

Common Ground: A committed group of leaders who understand the value of long-term mission 

in the lives of teens, students attending Bible study twice a week and attending on a consistent 

basis, so much potential in the teens to be incredible Christian leaders. 
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The Pinewood Derby Races On— 

Another year of the Pinewood Derby is behind us! The evening of October 16 
was full of excitement, checkered flags, photos, and yummy snacks. An illus-
trious panel of four impartially judged the cars on their creativity, craftsman-
ship, and wow-factor. Winners were chosen from different grades and award-
ed 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place accordingly. The racetrack determined who had the 
fastest car, which was determined first by grade until the winning cars all 
faced off on the track making 3rd grader Casey Goebel the fastest car in the 
building.  

 

For the third year, the GEMS joined the Cadets in the Derby, crafting their cars outside 
group time. The students bring such creativity and flair to their cars. Girls make donuts 
and unicorns and use glitter, while boys craft the shiniest most realistic-looking cars and 
trucks imaginable. God has made each student unique, and it is a blessing to see them 
use their talents.  
 

It is our sincere desire to continue this time-honored tradition which teaches woodworking, 
painting, patience, and creativity to the students, but our track has run its course. Built in 
1987 in Ray Danielson’s Garage by Nick Groenenberg, Darin Reenders, and Dave Dan-
ielson, this track has been in operation over 30 years! Since this track has been run over 
more times than we can count, a new track is needed to replace it. Donations are being 
collected to purchase a new track to continue the tradition. If you would like to support the 
youth in this way, you may give a financial contribution online (noting the special offering) or donations can be given to 
the church office, a deacon, or put in the offering bag with a note in the memo that it is for the Pinewood Derby track. 
   

        - Lael Dunn, Youth Ministries Director 

Fall Movie Night— 

Another Fall Outdoor Movie Night is in the books and I am happy to 

report that it was a great success!  This fun-filled evening included 

good food, a fun film and great friends.  As movie goers arrived, we 

were excited to see so many familiar Expedition Day Camp kids and 

their families return once again to join us for another event.  Approximately 150 guests settled in 

between 6:00-6:15 PM, trying to find the “best seats in the lawn” with blankets and chairs.  In 

true CRC fashion, we shared in a time of prayer and fellowship as guests enjoyed a game day 

style menu: Hot Dogs, Chili Dogs, Frito Boats, Nachos, and of course, Hot Chocolate.  What a 

blessing it was to have our very own GEMS prepare and deliver buttered popcorn during this 

event as part of their Fall Community Service Project; joyful servant hearts.  Shortly before 6:30 

PM the outdoor heaters were lit and our feature film “How to Train Your Dragon 3 – Hidden 

World” began.  As the movie played a few batches of S’mores were delivered to excited kids and 

parents alike.  As the evening wrapped up, volunteers of First CRC and the Hanford West 

NJROTC volunteers went to work to clean up.  Thank you to all of the volunteers for sharing your 

gifts and time with us during this event.  Thank you too for those who prayed, extended invita-

tions, attended and connected with others.  Sometimes it’s the smallest things that make the big-

gest impact.  We simply could not do these types of events without your support. 

      -Heather Thomas, Executive Director of Ministries 
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Children’s Ministries 
 

We had a wonderful opportunity in Children’s Worship this past Sunday to 

join together as one large group and praise the Lord. Over the past twelve 

months our kiddos have been taking collection in Children’s Worship, while 

they discuss why we are called by God to give.  
 

“A generous person will prosper;  

whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.”    

Malachi 3:10 
  

 As a group, we decided to use the collected money to support World Renew and this past 

week ALL the children were asked to choose something to donate from a list of items in the World 

Renew Catalog. What a blessing it was to see each of their little hearts bursting with excitement to 

give to those less fortunate than us something special and important. Take a look at the World    

Renew items that we were able to purchase using their collected money.  
 

  2 – Beehives ($35.00 each)  

  2 – Beekeeper Trainings ($50.00 each) 

  8 – Chickens ($3.00 each) 

  1 – Drip Irrigation System ($55.00 each) 

  5 – Ducks ($11.00 each) 

  4 – Goats ($50.00 each) 

  2 – Handwashing Stations ($25.00 each) 

  2 – Kitchen Garden Kits ($25.00 each) 

  4 – Lab Lab Bean Bags ($7.00 each) 

  1 – Nutrition Kit for Children ($19.00) 

  2 – Tool sets for Farming ($80.00) 

Total of $811.00  
   

 I wanted to take a moment to thank each and every one of you for teaching our children the 

importance of giving. I know that God promises to take care of his people and through the act of 

generous giving, He continues to bless each of us. Your little ones are a true blessing. 
 

Sarah Zonneveld  

Children’s Ministries Director 

Whatever you write on the heart of a child 
No water can wash away. 

The sands may be shifted when billows are wild 
And the efforts of time may decay. 

Some stories may perish, some songs be forgot 
But this graven record—time changes it not. 
Whatever you write on the heart of a child 

A story of gladness or care 
That heaven has blessed, or earth has defiled 

Will linger unchangeably there. 
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Every week, we are privileged to share our gifts and talents to lead the church in excellence in worship. What you 
don’t see (behind the scenes) is all of the time and energy and people who work together to craft a terrific service 
and all of the personalities and talents that are offered each week in the gathering of the believers.  I’d like to       
introduce to more of the folks who make the service come together.  

John Prys: Bass 

John Prys has been attending our church almost his entire life, but he has only played the bass the 
last 12 years.  John loves to play the bass, and plays as often as he can.  Every month, he volunteers 
with members of the team to lead worship at Hanford Christian School’s Chapel service. John serves 
as one of the Ministering Elders at the church, and he loves to see people of all ages worshipping 
together.  John owns Eagle Ag, a local company that provides custom Ag spraying for orchards and 
row crops.  John is married to Joy (“she’s amazing!”), and they have “a grip of kids” together in their 

beautiful blended family. John and Joy are Life group leaders this fall, and we are blessed by John’s commitment and 
devotion to this church family, but more importantly, his devotion to Christ.  Fun fact:  John loves cats and shopping!  

Adam Mackey:  Acoustic and Electric Guitar, Bass  

Adam Mackey has called FCRC home for about 34 years, and he has been an active member of the praise 
team for the last 18 years.  I think that out of the whole team, no one has invested more blood, sweat 
and tears in the music ministry than Adam! He is truly passionate about leading God’s people in worship, 
and it shows.  He says “I love playing music in general, but nothing beats coming together with other tal-
ented folks to use our gifts and passions to worship God.  The fact that God would want to use me to help 
usher our congregation into a deeper worship and relationship with Him is absolutely my favorite thing.  
Even when I hit a sour note, I know it’s all for the King!”  Adam plays guitar and bass, and you can hear 
him playing the occasional electric riff.  Adam has been married to Tiffany since 2001 and they have three 

children: Moira-12, Colin-10, and Noreen-7. Fun fact: “My beard is actually a wig.” 

Corey Zonneveld:  Acoustic Guitar 

Corey has been at FCRC his entire life (33 years!), and he and his wife Stevi are raising their two chil-
dren (Walt-4, and Faye-3)here at FCRC. Corey plays guitar and piano and saxophone and he enjoys be-
ing able to play the songs that he loves to sing along with on the radio!  Corey is the manager at Zonne-
veld Dairies; and he is a wonderful guitarist and a great addition to the team.  Apparently Corey is also 
a Spelling Bee Champ (Look out, Marissa Carpenter!). He won the Kings County Spelling Bee twice, 
along with 2nd and 3rd place finishes while attending Hanford Christian.  Fun fact:  Ask him to spell 
honorificabilitudinitatibus – which means “with honorableness”- which is how Corey lives his life.   

Jarett Zonneveld: Acoustic and Electric Guitar, Bass, Piano  

Jarett is a longtime member of FCRC.  He attended from 1985-2006 and then from 2011 to the pre-
sent. He is multi-talented, and in addition to playing Acoustic Guitar, Electric Guitar, and Bass Gui-
tar, he also plays the piano, sings, and has written several songs.  Jarett has been involved with the 
worship team since 2011, and he volunteers monthly at Hanford Christian School to lead the Chap-
el Service in worship.  Jarett is passionate about using his talents to worship God and to lead oth-
ers in worship.  “I love being together with other musicians all playing different parts and instru-
ments and praising God together.” This summer, he taught a beginning guitar class for our Sum-

mer Affinity Groups and we are hoping he will do more!  When he isn’t playing music or writing music, he works for 
Alta Genetics, a Dairy Genetics company, and he is the Sales Team Manger for California.  Jarett is married to Sarah 
and they have three children: Jackson-10, Reagan-7, and Rhett-6.  Fun fact:  “First time I have ever sang in front of 
anyone was at church” 
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David Kohr: Acoustic Guitar, Bass 

David Kohr began attending FCRC regularly on Easter Sunday of 2018.  Since then, he has jumped 
into every area he can, serving with all of his might (and his many talents).  David plays the Guitar, 
the Bass, and the six string banjo! David has been involved in worship ministry for many years…he 
led worship for Calvary Chapel of San Diego in North Park “back in the day” and then at Calvary 
Chapel of La Mesa for “a long time.”  David loves leading worship.  As he says, “It is a privilege to 
join with faithful, godly men and women in service together to the Lord and to His church. For me it 
is another manifestation of the grace of God.” David is a Staffing Consultant for Pridestaff Visalia, 

providing staffing solutions for all of Kings and Tulare counties.  He is married to Ash, and they have two children: 
Sarah- 10, and Ian-8.  Fun fact: David once spent a month on vacation in India by himself.   

Aaron Carpenter: Acoustic Guitar, Bass, Banjo 

Aaron has been attending FCRC for the last 5 years.  He is a super talented guy who plays guitar, 
banjo, bass, the tuba, and the trombone! Aaron and his wife Marissa (deHaan) are a dynamic 
duo- (onstage and off)- and winners of Trollstock 2008 (Trinity Christian College music festival) 
with their rendition of Smokey Robinson’s ‘You Really Got A Hold On Me’. As Aaron remembers it 
- it was the “Best win ever.”  Aaron is a vital part of the worship team here at FCRC and he loves 
the fact that it “isn’t about ‘me,’ it’s about ‘us.’” Aaron is an Associate Planner / Project Manager 

at 4Creeks, Urban Design department of a civil engineering firm in Visalia. Aaron and Marissa have two children: 
Charles Elliott (4) and Emmett Jack (2). Fun Fact:  “I love Hawaiian pizza. There, I said it, it’s off my chest.” 

Michael Wise:  Bass, Harmonica, Drums 

Michael has been attending FCRC for around 7 months. He is the youngest member of the team 
and just graduated from Hanford West.  Michael plays drums, harmonica, bass, guitar, and aux 
percussion.  He also volunteers every month to lead worship at Hanford Christian School’s chapel 
service.   Michael loves the Lord and loves seeing others worshipping the Lord.  Even though Mi-
chael is young, he has been involved in many different worship teams around the valley and also 
in several different performing groups. He enjoys being a part of a team and being a contributor to 
what the team is working towards.  Michael is obsessed with music: “If I’m not working or sleep-

ing, I’m playing music.” Michael recently started a job at Panera Bread, which he enjoys very much.  Michael is Ste-
ve’s oldest son, and we are really looking forward to all of the things Michael is going to do in his musical career! 

Steve Wise: Drums 

Steve has served occasionally at FCRC for the last 15 years,  but he has become a vital part of the 
worship ministry here in the last year, and we can’t imagine worship without him! Steve is well 
known in the community as a gifted drummer, but he also plays guitar, bass, piano, and most or-
chestra instruments.  However, he CANNOT play an accordian!  Steve is also a talented vocalist 
and you can hear him singing often with the team.  Steve has played music professionally for the 
last 28 years (since he was 18), and he toured with the Gaither Vocal Band (and Homecoming 
friends).  He has also toured with artists for American Idol and for several Country Music Awards 

festival Showcases.  Steve has been teaching music at Kings River-Hardwick for 11 years (grades K-8).  Steve has 
three very talented kids (18, 13, and 11), and they want to take after their dad! 
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Aaryn Mackey: Keys 

Aaryn Mackey has attended FCRC for 19 years.  Usually you can find her playing keys (Piano) during 
the worship service, (although occasionally she will take on the tambourine or the organ!) Aaryn 
has been playing piano for 28 years, and she is a vital part of the worship team.  Aaryn loves the 
friendships she has made being a part of the worship team, and the sense of humor and fun that 
comes along with it!  Most importantly, Aaryn values that we have the ability to worship together. 
Aaryn has her own private practice as a therapist here in Hanford: Aaryn C. Mackey, LMFT, and she 
works hard at everything she is involved in.  Aaryn is married to Jason Mackey, and they have three 

children, Eleanor– 14, Thomas – 12, and Camilla – 9.  Fun fact: Aaryn speaks Spanish and German. 

Marissa Carpenter: Vocals, Piano 

Marissa has been a part of FCRC for as long as she can remember.  She has been here since the 
de Haan family moved to the Central Valley in the early 90’s and sang her first solo in church in 
7th grade.  She was actively involved until she went away to college, where she attended Hope 
CRC in Oak Forest, IL.  She met her husband Aaron, and they spent some time in Chicago before 
returning to Hanford five years ago.  Marissa sings (beautifully!), but also plays piano, clarinet, 
bass clarinet, organ, cello, and the bagpipes!  She has written several songs and recorded a solo 
album last year in Fresno. I asked Marissa what she loved most about being part of the Worship 

Team. She said, “I love our practices--we get to experiment, and we get to play into the others' strengths, figuring 
out what could work for our specific congregation. Most of all, we get to use our talents for something bigger than 
just one person--for God!”  When she isn’t involved in music or being a wife and mom, Marissa is the Marketing & 
Enrollment Director at Central Valley Christian Schools- “I love my job and I love the community there!” She is mar-
ried to Aaron and they have two sons: Charlie—4 and Emmett –2.  Fun fact: “I don't have an appendix, tonsils, or 
adenoids.”  

Elsie Barba: Piano 

Elsie started taking piano lessons at age six, and was able to accompany singing in the classroom at 
Hanford Christian by the time she was in the 4th grade. She later used those same talents when 
she taught kindergarten at Hanford Christian. Her main emphasis was learning how to play hymns 
and to eventually play in church.  She remembers her Aunt Nell playing in church, and she wanted 
to do that too.  Sunday afternoons always included playing piano with the whole family singing 
parts around the piano. Elsie has been a member of CRC all of her life and she considers it a privi-
lege to honor God by playing piano.  Elsie is very active in the church and in the community, and 
we consider it a privilege to worship alongside her.  

Dave Johnson: Piano  

Dave has attended FCRC for the last 19 years.  Even though he grew up Oregon, he considers him-
self a California native, born in Upland, CA.  Although we usually see him on piano, over his life-
time he has played, piano, guitar, clarinet, bassoon, baritone, bass trombone, bass drum, and  
tuba.  He was involved in concert band, jazz band, and marching band in his “younger years”  Over 
the years, Dave has led worship for Middle School ministry, High school (church and Young Life 
Club) ,College (Chapel and Fellowship of Christian Athletes), Young Adult Singles ministry, and 
FCRC worship. He plays regularly for our communion services, (when he isn’t traveling for work!), 
and he loves using his gifts to serve the Lord.  Dave is the Director of Sales for Ingomar Packing 

Company in Los Banos. He is married to Sharon, and they have two daughters, Emma-23 and Madeline-21.   
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Liz Taylor- Vocals 

Liz and her husband Nikuma (Nik) have been attending FCRC for the last nine months. Nik is a 
Senior Chief in the Navy, stationed in Lemoore, VFA 147.  Liz is a talented vocalist who has been 
involved in several bands since high school and has been writing music since middle school. Her 
last band, The Sparrow Project, was a Bluegrass band in Maryland.  They recorded an album of 
original songs that Liz wrote, and gave several concerts.  Liz was a worship leader at her church 
in Maryland and loves getting to experience different musicians and worshipping in different 
venues in all of their travels.  Liz homeschools their three children: Colbie—11, Kiki—9, and 

Caiden—7. In addition to being an amazing singer, Liz plays the Ukelele and the Piano.  Fun Fact: Liz and Nik met 
serving as EMT’s at a rescue squad in Maryland.  

Andy Zonneveld- Vocals 

Andy has attended FCRC his entire life and even though we usually just get to hear him sing, he 
also plays a little guitar and piano.  He took trumpet lessons in grade school but he considers 
himself a vocalist first. In 2002, he toured the west coast with a small a cappella group called 
ASAPH, singing at churches and small events and building the kingdom! Andy’s favorite part 
about being a part of “the team” is creating spirit-filled worship and making a joyful noise unto 
the Lord! Andy works with his family at Zonneveld Dairies, and he and his wife Cheryl (Frings) 
have three children, Sonya—6, Andrew—3, and Adrian—6 months. Andy is an integral part of 

the team, and we are blessed to worship alongside him!  Fun Fact: Andy is a huge sports fan- 49ers, Giants, Bull-
dogs and a “Competition junkie”. 

Amy Breslow- Vocals 

Amy has been attending FCRC for three years. She sings, plays piano, violin and harp. Amy grew up 
in a worship leading family, and has been involved in every aspect of music ministry for as long as 
she can remember.  Amy has been a worship leader since 2005 and has had the opportunity to be 
involved with several different worship bands.  When she was a child, she recorded several chil-
dren’s worship albums for Hosanna-Integrity music and has been involved with many recordings 
over the years.  She has written a few songs and hopes to write more in the coming years.  She 
loves using her gifts to be creative for the kingdom. Amy volunteers every month at Hanford Chris-

tian School’s Chapel service, and loves seeing the children worship with all of their hearts.  Amy’s favorite part 
about being a part of the team is “seeing so many talented people coming together to lead the church with excel-
lence and freedom in worship.” Amy is the mother of two: Josiah - 7 and Ameliah - 5.  Fun Fact: “One of my fin-
gers is super short.” 

Speak to one another with psalms, hymns 

and  spiritual songs. Sing and make music 

in your heart to the Lord, always giving 

thanks to God the Father for everything, in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

- Ephesians 5:19-20 
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 Pastor Justin Carruthers is officially graduated from Fuller with his DMin!   

This message of  appreciation is for you! 

There are numerous people to acknowledge for whom I am grateful to God:  

I am indebted to my brothers and sisters in Christ from First Christian 

Reformed Church of Hanford. You, dear friends, inspired me to learn 

and grow. As a result of your generosity, you gave me the means and 

the time to cultivate my gifts, expand my learning through my doctoral 

work, and grow as a pastor, knowing full well I would not always be 

your pastor. Thus, you inspired me with your Kingdom perspective. It 

was not, and never has been, just about our local church. It is always 

about God’s Kingdom and our small part in it. And you modeled that for me. You have made me a 

better pastor with a vision to meet God where He is in expanding His Kingdom. This doctoral dis-

sertation was made possible because of you and, in many ways, my passion to equip  pastors and 

ministry leaders for the Kingdom was cultivated by you modeling that same perspective to me. I 

never served as a pastor before arriving to serve alongside you, but that did not stop you from put-

ting your trust in me and challenging me to lead with boldness and humility. I remember when I ar-

rived to serve alongside you in 2013, expecting to minister to you. Then my father died and we 

had our first child and, before I had the chance, you ministered to me. As often as I think of you, I 

am grateful to God.  

I am also grateful for our Life Group – the men and women who started off as random               

acquaintances, but ended up becoming our faith family. It was there, in that sacred space of Jason 

and Aaryn’s living room, that I learned how to be ministered to by others. This was the place where 

I felt at home. 

From the bottom of my heart, thank you gentlemen for investing in my education!  Lambert, thank 

you for cultivating that drive in me and encouraging me most in pursuing it!  I am grateful for you! 

Please join us as Koinonia   

International Church will be serving  

Tacos for lunch in the  

Social Hall on Sunday, November 24th      

immediately following  

morning worship.  
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Hanford CRC 
Ministering Elders Meeting 

Minutes of September 10, 2019 
 

1. Opening Devotions: Lambert began the meeting with the reading of scripture and prayer. 
 
2. Roll: Darrell Kootstra, Darin Reenders, John Prys, Dave Johnson & Lambert Sikkema.  
 
3. Minutes were not available for this meeting. 

 
4. Darrell Kootstra oversees the election of Chairman. Darin Reenders is selected to hold this position for this 

fiscal year (2019-20).  
 
5. Darin Reenders is selected to be our elder delegate to Classis Central California on 1 October 2019. Lambert 

Sikkema will also attend as a delegate. 
 
6. Darrell also informs us that the ad hoc committee appointed by the Governing Council to review the progress 

of the five prescriptions encourages both the “ministering elders” and “ministering deacons” to work out 
guiding principles for their respective offices.  

 

A. The elders will take up this request at a subsequent meeting.  
 

7. Darrell also requests that the elders appoint a replacement to his place on the calling committee. Dave John-
son is selected for this assignment.  

 
8. The elders review the pastoral care team visitation summary documents and take note of the special cases re-

quiring more attention.  
 

A. The elders decide to reduce the number of “Congregational Care Teams from nine to six since a sig-
nificant percentage of the congregation is involved in Life Groups.  

B. Life Groups is designed to become the channel through which the congregation takes care of the 
membership in honor of the priesthood of all believers.  

C. Each elder will be assigned two “Congregational Care Team” members 
D. Additionally, the Life Group Leadership teams will be assigned to the ministering elders in an effort 

to ensure that all significant pastor care issues are known to them. 
 

9. The elders are informed that there has been a significant amount of contact between a spokesperson represent-
ing a group of disgruntled members and Dave Buurma, chairman of the Established Church Development 
Team. The elders are also informed that issues involving this group of disgruntled members were discussed 
at their most recent meeting. Neither the pastor nor the chairman of the council was informed of these pro-
ceedings.  

 

A. The elders agree to inform persons involved in this endeavor that it would be most helpful if the is-
sues generating these contacts with classis would be put in writing and given to the chairman of the 
Council.  

B. The good order of the church requires that disagreements be outlined in clear statements so that all 
parties to the discussion can be clear about the issues under review.  

C. The elders acknowledge that short of that it is impossible to bring these issues to a resolution.  
 
10.  The elders go into an extended period of executive session (meaning no minutes) to take up discipline cases. 

Once again, the discussion took up considerable time.  
 
11.  The elders agree to send the membership of Jenna DeBoer to the United Reformed Church in Escondido 

CA.  
 

12.  Motion to adjourn to 7:00 PM Monday November 11, 2019 at Darin Reenders home APPROVED 
13. John Prys closes the meeting with prayer.  

Lambert J. Sikkema 
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Governing Council Meeting Minutes 

Hanford First Christian Reformed Church 

 

Members Present –Pastor Lambert Sikkema, Adam Mackey, Leland Kootstra, Josh Zonneveld, Scott Schmidt, Bruce 
Pickering, David teVelde, Bill Tos, Robert Butts, Heather Thomas – Secretary to Clerk 
 

Excused Absences – None 
 

Dinner followed by Devotions and Prayer – Pastor Lambert opened in Prayer.  
 

Call to Order – Adam Mackey, Chairman  
Chairman welcomed new GC Member: Leland Kootstra 
 

Executive Officer Nominations – Adam Mackey, Chairman  
Nominations were made for each of the Executive Officers as follows: 
Chair – Adam Mackey 
Vice Chair – Bill Tos 
Clerk – David teVelde 
Treasurer – Leland Kootstra         - CARRIED  
 

Review of Pre-Packet/Consent Agenda  
Minutes from both the Ministering Elders and Deacons Meetings were received and reviewed.   
Minutes for the June 19, 2019 Full Council Meeting were received, reviewed and a motion made to approve the 
June 19, 2019 Full Council Meeting minutes as written.   - CARRIED  
 

Strategic Planning  
Renovation/Design Update – Pastor Lambert, Dave teVelde, and Robert Butts provided an update on the renova-
tion project.  Ten Over Studios has prepared a presentation alongside, 4Creeks, Inc. & 4CG that is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at 6:00 PM.  This presentation will showcase the Virtual Reality and 2D design as cre-
ated, deliverable timelines, and budget. The Full Council was invited to this upcoming informational meeting to 
preview the project.  No decisions will be made during the presentation.  Future meetings will be scheduled to dis-
cuss potential next steps. 
 

Governance Report – Heather Thomas & Pastor Lambert 
Heather Thomas and Pastor Lambert reported on the following items:   

Lead Pastor Report (Pastor Lambert): 
 An update on the recent success of the Pilot Program: Expedition Day Camp.  This event hosted more than 135 

unique students with each event hosting an average of 75 individual students.  Feedback was solicited from all 
the volunteers of this project and plans are being made for future events. 

 A discussion was held regarding the status and success of the Life Group Program as we enter into our 4th year 
of the ministry.   

 

Financial Report (Heather Thomas):  
 The 2018/19 Budget year finished behind in giving at 89.9% of the budget.  Expenses for the 2018/19 Budget 

year totaled 90% of the budget.  
 An update on the status of Ministry Shares was presented.  Despite not meeting the 18/19 budget by 10.1%, 

Ministry Shares were paid in full. 
 An update on the 2019/20 Christian Education (Tuition Assistance) Projections were presented acknowledging 

that the letter written by Jason Mackey (Comptroller) was received well by the congregation and some of the 
funding needs were met. 

September 16, 2019 
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“Guiding Principles Objectives Report” (Heather Thomas):  
Report given on seven “Guiding Principle Ministry Outcomes” including: 

  Profession of Faith  
  Outreach Outcomes  
  Assimilation  
  Ministry Involvement  
  Leader Development  
  Life Group Participation  
  Spiritual Formation  

 

Articles of Incorporation & Bylaws Update/Discussion – Adam Mackey and Pastor Lambert reported: After a thor-
ough search of our local church archives, contact with past Council Clerks, a search request directed to the CRCNA 
Denominational Archives in Grand Rapids, and contact with the Office of the Secretary of State, it has been deter-
mined that there is no accessible record of our Corporate Bylaws on file.  Upon discovery of the documents’         
absence, Adam Mackey contacted Mike Noland (Attorney) for counsel, who advised the need to craft a set of Bylaws 
to ensure that First CRC remain in compliance with current statute and law.  A motion was made to assemble a By-
laws Creation (ad hoc) Committee with Pastor Lambert, Bill Tos, Robert Butts and Mike Noland as its members with 
the purpose to create a set of Bylaws and bring current the Articles of Incorporation via amendment(s) as necessary.   

            - CARRIED 

Governance Feedback (ad hoc) Committee – Bill Tos presented the findings of the Governance Feedback Com-
mittee session on August 26, 2019.  The purpose of this committee was to review, discuss and offer feedback       
regarding the Governance Structure transition implemented in 2016 from the perspective of past Deacons, Elders 
and Governing Council Members.  Bill presented all the suggestions made by the Governance Feedback Committee 
individually and an open discussion allowing questions for clarity was allowed for each.   
 

During this discussion additional correspondence from Kathy Smith (Associate Director, Calvin Institute of Christian 
Worship, Adjunct Professor of Church Polity, Calvin Theological Seminary, Adjunct Professor of Congregational and 
Ministry Studies, Calvin College) regarding her review of the current (unamended) Guiding Principles and Governance 
Structure were disseminated to the members of the Governing Board.  Members of the Governing Council were en-
couraged to continue to review the current Governance Structure, current Guiding Principles, remarks and corre-
spondence from Kathy Smith as well as the suggestions created by the Governance Feedback Committee.  Another 
discussion will be had during the December Governing Council Meeting for the possible revision or adoption of 
changes.  No changes to the Guiding Principles or Governance Structure were made during the September 16, 2019 
Governing Council Meeting. 
 

Sticky Teams 2019 – Adam Mackey reminded the Governing Council that the 2019 Sticky Teams Conference at 
North Coast Church was coming up October 15-16, 2019.  During last years’ conference the church pre-purchased 
12 tickets for the 2019 conference.  Members of the Governing Council were invited and encouraged to attend this 
conference.  Adam Mackey will follow up with members for attendance confirmation and Heather Thomas will make 
all travel arrangements for the conference. 
 

Lead Pastor Search – Adam Mackey provided an update regarding the Lead Pastor search.  The Lead Pastor Search 
Team (Ad Hoc) has been meeting regularly to discuss potential candidates.  Recently the team conducted a 2nd inter-
view with a candidate and follow up communications are being arranged.  Members of the Governing Council were 
encouraged to pray for this team and the process as we eagerly await the arrival of our next Lead Pastor. 
 

9:30 PM: Open Discussion / Mutual Censure   
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Secretary to Clerk, Heather Thomas 
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          TRUE  or FALSE 

 

 

 

 T____ F____    1.  Samson carried away the gates of Gaza.  

 T____ F____    2.  Saul was a choice young man. 

 T____ F____    3.  Joseph had his father embalmed. 

 T____ F____    4.  Moses saw the face of God.   

 T____ F____    5.  The angel of the Lord appeared unto Manoah, and later to his wife. 

 T____ F____    6.  Achan’s punishment was hanging. 

 T____ F____    7.  Daniel found favor with the prince of the eunuchs.  

 T____ F____    8.  John the Baptist baptized Jesus. 

 T____ F____    9.  Barrabas only committed robbery.  

 T____ F____   10. The fifth chapter of the book of Malachi predicts the birth of Christ. 

 T____ F____   11. Nabal was a righteous man. 

 T____ F____   12. David generously rewarded the messenger who brought the news of 

Saul’s death. 

 T____ F____   13. Christ’s disciples were not given authority to cast out demons. 

 T____ F____   14. Dinah was the daughter of Jacob and Leah. 

 T____ F____   15. Jephthah offered his only daughter as a burnt offering to the Lord.        
 

  If the answers you do not know, just look down below 

1. Judges 16:1-3     2.  I Samuel 9:2     3. Genesis 50:2     4. Exodus 33:20     5. Judges 13:2-21 

6. Joshua 7:20-25     7. Daniel 1:9     8. Matthew 3:13-17     9. Mark 15:7     10. Check Malachi 

11. I Samuel 25:3   12. 2 Samuel 1:1-16   13. Luke 9:1   14. Genesis 30:19-21   15. Judges 11:30-40 

This can be a great Sunday afternoon activity for parents and their children. 

                It is an excellent way to teach them to research the Scriptures, 

                              especially seeing you doing it with them. 
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SENIOR SCENE:  I GET LONELY FOR YOU 

Take time to visit with Me today. 

Bring all your trials and troubles, and joys too. 

Let’s just talk them over together. 

Do you know that I get lonely for you? 

It gives me such great happiness when you commune with Me, 

when you reach up in awareness of My face. 

I delight in those times.  I treasure them. 

I long to have you tell Me that you love Me. 

                                                                                      L. Woodware and M. Wyatt 

 

And it came to pass, that, while they communed together 
and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew near 

and went with them.  Luke 24:15 

 

When You said, “Seek My face,” 
  My heart said to You, 

“Your face, Lord, I will seek”.  Psalm 27:8 

 
 

TEEN TALK:  LOVE JESUS BY LOVING OTHERS 
 

I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me. 

Mathew 25:40 

 

My Child, 

 

Have you ever thought if you could just see Jesus with your own eyes, it would be easier 

for you to believe in Him?  Would it surprise you to know that you can see Him?  In fact 

you do – every day! You look right’ into His face, but you don’t recognize Him. 

 

He’s the janitor at your school and the handicapped boy or girl who always feels left out.  

He’s the teacher no one likes and the kid no one wants to eat lunch with.  He’s walking 

on the streets and riding in the traffic.  He’s the ragged woman with her shopping cart 

full of junk and the homeless asking for help. 

 

Jesus wears millions of disguises, and He wants you to look for Him in people’s   faces.     

If you want to love and serve Jesus.......love and serve another person. 

Jesus’ Father, 

God 
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If there are any needs in the congre-

gation for the Deacons, please feel free 

to give one of them a call and they will 

be willing to address them.  Thank 

you.                    Your Diaconate 

This-n-That— 
As we count down the days until Christmas and Thanksgiv-

ing, many people are silently asking themselves, “What do I 

really have to be thankful for” and “Why celebrate Christ-

mas this year?” Yes, our country is in a mess; what we’re 

seeing today is the culmination of years and years of 

      turning away from God and His sovereign plan. 
 

       Here are just a few reasons to be thankful as we 

      “gear up” for Thanksgiving and Christmas: 

        1.  We have been created in the image of God, He has      

 given us the unique ability to reason and communicate 

 through language, make choices, accept Jesus Christ as 

 our Savior and Lord.  We have the ability, through 

 prayer, to enter the very throne room  of God. 

 2.  The Holy Spirit dwells within each believer and gives 

      us God’s direction, strength, comfort, and ability to 

      live lives that are pleasing to Him – and fulfilling and 

      rewarding for us. 

 3.  Given to us through our relationship with God is the 

       promise that we will spend eternity with Him. 
 

As we ponder on these things ourselves, it is our hope and 

prayer that each of us will be able to share this with non- 

believers, many of them living with real fear.  If we are 

each able to bring peace to the life of one person, what a 

joy that will be for them and for us.   

     Anita  &  Nancy 

Answers to Kids Korner Questions: 

1. True   2. True    3. True    4. False    5. True 

6. False   7. True   8. True   9. False   10. False 

11. False  12. False  13. False  14. True  15. True  

 

                I THANK THEE, LORD 

 

I thank Thee, Lord for the flowers that grow, 

You made the sun, the rain, and the snow;  

The beautiful trees, to give shade to all men, 

I thank Thee, Lord, for all you send. 

 

I thank Thee, Lord, for each day of life, 

You help me gain strength  

through every strife; 

And as I live each new day through, 

I thank Thee, Lord, for sad days are few. 

 

I thank Thee, Lord, for comforting me, 

When I am floating on an empty sea. 

My world seems to crumble,  

and threatens to fall; 

I thank Thee, Lord, for then I hear Your call. 

 

I thank Thee, Lord, for leading me; 

You’ve opened my heart, and let me see 

The wonders in Your world so wide; 

I thank Thee, Lord, for being my Guide. 

    

                    -Joydell Garrett Wolfram 

A CHRISTMAS WISH 

May 

the warm 

guiding star 

drive from your   

life every shadow; 

may the glad song of  

angels find an echo in  

your heart; may the spirit 

 of worship in the hearts of   

the wise man, and the simple 

 faith of the shepherds be yours 

as once more, you celebrate the                      

birth- 

day of  

the King. 


