
 

If you would like your news 
or milestone event included 
in this column, please call 
Anita or email her at  
anitafl@sbcglobal.net 

 

The Focus 

 

Special Points  

of Interest 

 

 Living Water 

 

 Church     

Visiting 

 

 

Church Visiting 2 

Governing Council 3-4 

Thank You’s 5 

Deacon’s Minutes 8-9 

Living Water 10 

Teen Talk/Women 

Shelter News 

11 

Senior Scene 12 

  

 

 

Inside this issue: 

November 18,  2018 

 

Thanksgiving Day service will be at 10 am on         
Thursday, November 22 

 

Christmas Day service will be at 10 am 

Our Youth Ministries Programs are off to an exciting start of our 
2018-2019 year! With a new mission statement, check-in    
procedure, and some new leaders, our programs have a real 

passion and energy this year that is exciting!  

Our Wednesday evening programs (GEMS, Cadets, and Mid-
dle School Ministry) have fifty students attending, of which half do not attend our 
congregation. Some are attending other local congregations, while others do not 
attend church on a regular basis. This provides our leaders and students an     
opportunity to share the love of Jesus by sitting next to, including, and witnessing 
to those who may not yet call Jesus their Savior. Evenings have been filled with 

Bible study, crafts,   crazy games, baking, and of course, derby cars! 

Common Ground has moved to Sunday evenings (with periodic Saturdays) this 
school year to make it possible for students to be together and study the Word 
of God despite a demanding midweek school schedule. Our program has ten 
consistent students of which a third do not attend our congregation. Most students 
are in gender-specific small groups that meet a couple times a month during the 
week to facilitate a more personal environment to grow together in their faith. 
We have had a lot of good conversations as we are revisiting the Old Testament 
favorites from our childhood years, but with a fresh perspective. God is so    

faithful, and he loves us so very much! 

It has been such a blessing to watch God build a team of leaders, to call students 

to attend, and to see Him working in the conversations, games, and activities this 

year. Isaiah 55:11 tells us that the Word of God waters those who hear it, and 

God promises that when it is spoken, “It will not return…empty, but will          

accomplish what [He] desire[s] and achieve[s] the purpose for which [He] sent it.”     

Continue to join me in praying that the work of God will be done in our youth 

ministries programs this year. 

Lael Dunn 
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Church Visiting – Hanford CRC – September 11, 2018 
 

We had the opportunity to visit with Justin & Julie Carruthers for about an hour before the 
council meeting. Justin and Julie have been married 8 years and are about to have their fourth 
child in five years. Julie is comfortable with her role in the church as pastor's wife/Justin's wife as 
well as her extensive duties currently as Mom.  They believe they have adequate opportunity to 
get away and rejuvenate, although a challenge is that all family is far away. They appear from 
our conversation to be genuinely happy and content in Hanford. 

 
In their five years the church structure and Justin's role have both morphed quite signifi-

cantly with Justin now Lead Pastor. Both Justin and Julie feel they have a very good relationship 
with Lambert and his wife; and Lambert has, in fact, been an advocate for the current arrange-
ment. Both feel they have established good relationships within the church and community. 
They are both pleased with the current changes and forward movement in the church and see 
themselves being in Hanford for a long time. 

 
Council Meeting: 
 
The spirit in the council room was delightfully positive and uplifting. Change has been the 

order of the day for a few years now and there is 100% commitment to the plan by council mem-
bers. 

 
Statistically, both the growth in numbers and current percentage of members engaged in 

life groups is amazing! There appears to be significant desire and action in the area of bringing 
members of the community into the groups regardless of church attendance. 

 
Council and Pastors have engaged in a "Trustworthy Agreement" for the purpose of mu-

tual respect, trust and backing each other in the process of change with the congregation. The 
Council appears to be genuinely appreciative of both Justin and Lambert and appears to be 
committed to their support. 

 
With some outside consultant help the church has established and is enacting a very 

comprehensive org chart and mission/vision plan…and everyone appears to be on board. Best 
description of the evening:  "We are working to make church a verb, instead of a noun." They 
are, in fact, accomplishing that. The advances of the past couple of years in connecting for spir-
itual growth of the members and reaching out to neighbors is quite amazing! Our opinion is that 
if the denomination has a future, much of it will look like 1st CRC Hanford. 

 
For the ECDT, 
Carl DeJong & Al Schaap 
 
 
 

Fall Worship Night is Friday, November 30 from 7-8:30pm                  

in the Sanctuary       

Invite your friends and family! 
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Governing Council Meeting Minutes 

Hanford First Christian Reformed Church 

September 11, 2018 
 

Members Present:  

Pastor Justin Carruthers, Adam Mackey, Rimmert de Jong, Scott Schmidt, Bruce Pickering, 

David Te Velde, Bill Tos, Robert Butts 

Excused Absences:  

Josh Zonneveld 

5:30 PM: Dinner & Meeting with Church Visitors 

Church Visitors - Church Order stipulates that ordinarily churches will be visited by “Classis 

Church Visitors” every 1 to 2 years.  

We visited with Pastor Al Postma and Elder Carl, shared the joys and challenges of ministry, 

and prayed together. It was an enriching time of fellowship. Al and Carl affirmed the work of 

Governing Council, the organizational structure, the development of the Life Group program, 

and our mission and vision.  

6:30 PM: Devotions and Prayer  

 Chairman Adam opened in Prayer.  

6:45 PM: Call to Order – Adam Mackey, Chairman  

New members Bill Tos, Robert Butts, and Josh Zonneveld [excused absence] were welcomed. 

6:46 PM: Board Administration – Elections   

 Motion was made to accept Adam Mackey as Chair of the Governing Council -               

APPROVED 

 Motion was made to accept Bill Tos as Vice Chair of the Governing Council - APPROVED 

 Motion was made to accept Josh Zonneveld as Treasurer of the Governing Council  

 Jason Mackey to serve as Comptroller (“Treasurer” for banking purposes) -               

APPROVED 

 Motion was made to accept David TeVelde as Clerk of the Governing Council -               

APPROVED 

6:55 PM: Governing Council Training 

 Q&A Discussion Time on the Governing Council organizational structure.  

 Further discussion on the Council Search Matrix and the biblical qualifications (1 Tim 3) 

for Office-Bearers.  
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7:10 PM: Lead Pastor Report – Pastor Justin Carruthers  

Pastor Justin gave a “Lead Pastor Report” comprising of the following items:   

Financial Report: 

   We hit 94% of our budget for the year 2017-18 

  We hit 100% in 2016-17, and 94% in 2015-16.  

   As a result of missing our budget, we were unable to pay 100% of our Ministry       

  Shares. We paid 6 of 12 months of M.S.   

   We discussed our desire to make our commitment to Calvin Seminary whole: 

   Motion to give Calvin Seminary the “Ministry Share Equivalent” of $3434.32 – 

  APPROVED 
 

Staff Report: 

 “Guiding Principles Objectives Report”:  

   Report given on six “Guiding Principle Ministry Outcomes” including: 

  Profession of Faith 

  10 POF’s in last 6 months  

  Outreach Outcomes 

  Assimilation  

  Ministry Involvement  

  Leader Development   

  Life Group Participation  

  149 members joined fall Life Groups 

  Update and Discussion on Projects:  

  Visioneering Process  

  Nursery, Children’s Worship, Sunday School  

  Profession of Faith  

7:55 PM: Ministry Focus and Strategic Planning – Adam Mackey, Chairman  

Visioneering – We affirmed the process of hearing 95 voices in our Focus Groups. The Gov-

erning Council also agreed to move forward with an Informational Meeting [Date TBD] to 

share the Visioneering proposal with the entire congregation.  

8:50 PM: Open Discussion / Mutual Censure   

Respectfully Submitted 

Clerk - David Te Velde  
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We wish to thank your church and CRC’s Life Groups for sup-

porting and participating with us on September 22 on behalf of Cross-

roads Pregnancy Center.  This was our third year at Freedom Park.  

Everyone enjoyed the great venue, beautiful weather, and joyful fel-

lowship experienced that morning.  The 2018 Walk/Run for Life was a 

success and your participation was a huge part. 

Your church raised $5,495 in sponsorships and your efforts will cer-

tainly bless those who come through our doors!  Well over $11,000 was 

pledged this year!  This will contribute greatly to our annual budget and the continuation of many 

services to the families of our communities.  We continue to implement curriculum for Moms and 

Dads and are continuing to expand our men’s ministry, 

It was gracious of you not only to walk, run or volunteer, but to take the time to contact potential 

sponsors.  Your support is very much appreciated! 

In His Service, 

Kathryn Enloe, Director 

We would like to express our gratitude for the amazing job the following individuals did in volunteering 
their time on October 13, 2018 at Lemoore Christian Aid.  They all had great attitudes and were extremely 
helpful in addressing our needs.  Everything from painting our garage, staining our new wood bench, wash-
ing windows and attaching a tarp to a fixture in our backyard: 

Lael Dunn, Youth Director along with her students, Wilha, Asa, Daniela, Adam, Grant, Megan, Austin, An-
drew, Gage and Carter. 

They have demonstrated the commitment needed to support those in need and have proven to be a very 
valuable asset to our community.  You are always welcome at LCA. 

God bless you, 

Nick Francu, Director, LCA 

Dear Friends at First CRC, 

Thank you so much for your faithful prayers and financial support!   

We are back in our village after a visit to the States to meet our two new grand babies! 

We are busy with ministry and ask that you continue to pray for us as we share the gospel 

here with folks who have never heard it before. 

Thanks again! 

Cal and Jamie Hofland 
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Classis Central California Christian Reformed Church Office of the Stated Clerk 

October 24, 2018 

 To the Churches of Classis Central California:  

On March 4 of this year, in our classis meeting in Ripon, it was announced that our long-time classis treas-
urer, Gordon Begeman, had passed away. Later we learned that he took his own life.  

After that terrible event, members of the Classical Ministry Board and the Finance Team began to work, 
gathering all of the records of our classis’ finances in order to pass it on another treasurer. In the process, 
we were surprised at what we discovered.  

What We Know 

On March 21, several members of the classis’ leadership met in Merced to receive all of Gordon’s files, 
both paper files in boxes and computer files on a Peachtree accounting program on his laptop computer. 
We discovered then that we had a balance in the classis’ checking account of about $35,000.  

While our team worked to sort things out, the Classical Ministry Board halted all non-essential spending. 
That included, for example, grants to attend various training events. During this time, in order to keep our 
commitment to Christ Church in Davis to purchase a building, we borrowed $125,000 from churches and 
individuals in classis.  

Over the following months, members of the Finance Team and two volunteer accountants went through 
the material we received. They discovered that the files were incomplete and were not particularly help-
ful. They turned to the two banks that were listed on our annual financial reports from Gordon: Union 
Bank and Wells Fargo. Checking statements from Union Bank for the past seven years, with check images, 
were obtained and the data was entered into a QuickBooks program. It was discovered that classis had no 
current accounts with Wells Fargo.  

Since banks are required to hold their files for seven years, all accounting data prior to 2011 was restored 
from the Peachtree accounting program.  

From these records, it is determined that from June 2000 to May 2011 that $85,653 was embezzled from 
classis’ accounts. From June 2011 to March 2018, we calculate the amount embezzled to be $315,301.50, 
for a total loss of $400,955.  

In addition, our team is working to determine if funds are due to other organizations. These would be 
from offerings received for non-classis ministries that were sent to the treasurer with the expectation he 
would pass them on to the appropriate cause.  

How Did This Happen?  

There were two things that came together to create our current situation. The first is that we trusted Gor-
don. In doing so, he did almost all the financial work of classis singlehandedly.  

The second is, due to trust in Gordon, there was a lack of oversight and accountability on various levels of 
classis’ leadership. We cannot find, for example, the last time the books were audited or bank statements 
reviewed. For this we apologize and are deeply sorry.  
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What Now? 

 If there is good news in all of this, it is that through the denomination we are covered by an insurance 
policy. Our financial team has gathered their findings and submitted them to the insurance company. It is 
now up to their forensic accountants to review what was submitted and to determine what they will cov-
er. They may disallow some of our findings, especially those prior to 2011. 

 The Classical Ministry Team has made organizational changes. Our current Finance Team has been 
changed to a Recovery Team, those tasked to work with the insurance company.  

We have brought on a new treasurer, Donna Zwart, a member of the Visalia CRC. She is a CPA with vast 
experience working with various ministries. As part of our structural changes, she will now be a part of 
the Classical Ministry Board, providing regular reports and having consistent oversight. As backup, the 
treasurer, the president of the Classical Ministry Board, and the stated clerk are authorized to sign on 
the account. We have implemented new control procedures and reporting requirements. The Classical 
Ministry Board will review monthly bank reconciliation and activity. They will compare account activity to 
bank statements. Specific members of the Classical Ministry Board will have access to the accounting 
records and bank accounts in order to allow for a periodic review of any activity. We will also provide an 
annual review by an independent accountant to provide assurance of accuracy.  

In addition to the above measures, we anticipate that our insurance provider will have stipulations for 
control procedures and we will fully cooperate with those requirements.  

Our Future  

Gordon’s death and the discoveries of the past several months have been painful. We regret that Gor-
don did not come to us, giving us an opportunity to make things right. We feel for his family as they 
mourn his loss. We understand their shock in this also. We are disappointed in our lack of oversight, ena-
bling him too much freedom. 

We are grateful for the denominational insurance policy and for the hope that funds will be restored. We 
are grateful for our churches as several of you paid classical ministry shares ahead, giving us time to cov-
er current expenses. Christ Church, along with all of us, are thankful for those who were willing to loan 
us the money needed to close the purchase of a church building. We are grateful for classis’ gracious and 
patient emails and comments as we worked through the details, working toward answers.  

This has been a wakeup call for us. We have seen the flaws of the past and have made changes to pre-
vent them in the future. We will work hard to earn your trust, giving you confidence that what is given 
for various ministries for the Lord will be directed and handled appropriately.  

Yours in Christ,  

The Classical Ministry Board: Mark Humphreys, Larry M. Fryling, Dave Buurma, Marc Holland, Monika 

Grasley, Jerry Brouwer, Ken Boonstra, John Kim, Donna Zwart 
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First CRC Hanford 
Ministering Deacons Meeting Minutes 

September 25, 2018 - 7:00 PM   
 
1) Opening Prayer by Pastor Lambert 
 
2) Roll Call: Jason Mackey, Aaron Schroeder, Johnny Zonneveld, Lambert Sikkema & Heather Thomas. 

Aaron Carpenter’s absence was excused 
 
3) Minutes of the July meeting were discussed and approved. 
 
4) Correspondence: None  
 
5) Diaconal Reports: 

A. Confirmation of Roles:  
 i. Aaron Schroeder – Benevolence 
 ii. Jason Mackey – Comptroller 
 iii. Johnny Zonneveld – Clerk 
 iv. Aaron Carpenter – Missions  
 v. Heather Thomas – Secretary to the Clerk (Non-Office Bearing) 
 vi. Lambert Sikkema – Chairman  

B. Benevolence: Aaron Schroeder 
 i. Several small cases for aid were processed. 
 ii. A 1-time request to pay a gas bill payment. Jason checked fraud number records 

for validity of the request and found no connection. The request was processed.  
 iii. Jason advised that the benevolence checkbook was damaged. A new book of 

checks will be started, and Jason will communicate to Union Bank of a new number 
sequence in use. 

 iv. Aaron Schroeder presented an idea to consider using Google Voice in place of the 
TracPhone. A generalized (free) Gmail account allows for transcription services and 
call forwarding to the user’s preferred number.  This would save the cost of the cur-
rent TracPhone contract. Return to discussion in November Meeting. 

 v. Other cases addressed in Executive session 
C. Financial Reports: Jason Mackey 

 i. The August 2018 summary was presented and approved.  
 ii. An update to add Aaron Schroeder and Johnny Zonneveld to the check signer list. 

Jason Mackey will be the primary account signer with Johnny Zonneveld in place as 
secondary, with the intention of being groomed towards the Comptroller role in 
2019. Aaron Schroeder is to be added as a check signer for the Benevolence ac-
count. 
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D. Missions Report: Lambert Sikkema 
 i. Mike & Alicia Klomp are no longer in the mission field and Jason will get a break-

down of mission’s ministries to confirm that financial support has ceased.  
 ii. As per the July 31, 2018 meeting, support for Mr. O’Leary has begun and is ap-

proved to continue for one year. 
 iii. The Living Water Missions Trip has been confirmed for the dates of 4/6-

4/13/2019. Lambert advised that there are 9 people confirmed and 3 people pend-
ing confirmation to attend. A check will need to be issued by 10/6/2018 to hold the 
trip dates. The trip deposit is $3,500 and will be paid out of the General Fund. Total 
trip cost will be $1,500/person which includes airfare. It was decided to schedule 
two offerings in the coming months to offset the cost &/or provide an opportunity 
for scholarships/assistance. 

 iv. Local Missions: 
1.   An ongoing record of hours served in the Life Group and other programs as 

a way of identifying the impact to our local community was requested. Jen-
nifer Butts will work alongside Heather Thomas to track, compile and pro-
vide these records 

E. Tuition Assistance: Jason Mackey  
 i. Two families at HCS and 1 family at CVC are currently receiving tuition assistance. 

It was decided that after the next months offering, all outstanding debts will be 
paid to the schools. A continued monthly offering will be taken to assure that there 
are funds in place for next year. 

F. Faith Promise: 
 i. Josh and Raina Neal have been called into the Mission Field – Germany – with 

World Venture. Financial support requested (full funding would be $8,900/Mo). No 
decisions were made about possible support. Discussion will continue at Novem-
ber meeting. 

 ii. It was requested that the Missions Deacon (Aaron Carpenter) provide a Missions 
Highlight/Update for our Faith Promise commitments as a bulletin announcement 
the week of offering. This announcement would be due to Nancy by Monday of the 
week it is to be published. 

 
6) Diaconal Oversight Responsibilities: 

A. Offering Schedule:  The offering schedule was set for the months of October through De-
cember.  Jason will communicate the specific dates and offerings to Nancy for publication. 
The offering schedule for Oct.-Dec. is to be published in the 09/30/2018 bulletin 

 
7) Motion to Adjourn to November 20, 2018:  Passed 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Heather Thomas 
Secretary to the Clerk 
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Living Water Missions 

Guatemala 2019 
 

You’re Invited! Always flattering isn’t it. We love being thought of and included. Would a trip to Guatemala 
to help people obtain clean, safe water and to do that in the name of Jesus? Living Water World Missions 
(Visalia CA), United with the Living Water Who Gives Life is inviting us to consider doing just that.  
 

One child dies every eight seconds from a water-related illness.  
 

At some level, this is just another statistic. However, at the most basic level, it’s a fact that highlights just 
how profoundly the whole world is affected by the fall. The apostle John once wrote this: How does God’s 
love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help? 
(1 John 3:17-18). One of our most basic physical needs is water. Being hungry is one thing, but being thirsty 
is potentially life-threatening in short order: three days in fact. Would you be interested in joining a mission 
that seeks to meet the need for water in communities that are at extreme risk of running out of clean, drinka-
ble water? Living Water World Missions is inviting members of our congregation to join them in an effort to 
provide safe, clean water for very poor communities around the world.  
 

Living Water World Mission seeks to both share the gift of the gospel of Jesus Christ and clean water with 
communities in need. The mission we are invited to support is this: empower local ministry partners to bring 
physical, social, and spiritual transformation to poor communities by providing, in the name of Jesus and the 
advancement of his kingdom both the gospel and sustainable, safe water solutions.  
 

What’s the actual project? 
 

Installing basic, clean water systems!  

 Purpose: bacteriological disinfection and removal of chlorine-resistant organisms 

 Design: batch treatment process with an integrated bottling station 

 Method: purification through filtration, microfiltration, and ozone disinfection 

 Installation Costs: $3,950.00 (US) for hardware 

 Operational Costs: ½ to 1 cent per gallon up to 100,000 gallons 
 

What’s the game plan? 

# 1 Believing that God’s will won’t take us to a place where His grace cannot sustain us; (Phil.4:19)  

# 2 Deciding to take part in the Great Commission; (Matt 28:19)  

# 3 Deciding to put our faith into action; (James 2:17)  

# 4 By sharing the gospel of Jesus and the connection between clean and “Living-Water” (John 4:10)  

# 5 Training nationals to both build and operate clear water systems 

# 6 Training children, parents and other interested adults in basic germ theory, personal hygiene, and 
the   appropriate usage of clean water. 

 

What can you do to help?  

 # 1 Pray for the teams engaged in this vital ministry 

 # 2 Join one of the teams involved in building and installing a water system and train local leaders 

 # 3 Invest in Living Water Clear Water Systems 

 # 4 Become a regular donor to help expand the impact of this ministry globally.  

What to know more? 

 Contact: Pastor Lambert for details.  

Date for our trip to Guatemala: 6-13 April, 2019  
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Parenting Conference is right around the corner! On 

December 7th and 8th, First CRC will host a two-day 

conference led by Paul David Tripp on Gospel Princi-

ples on parenting. To learn more, contact Heather 

Thomas.  

TEEN TALK: GET CAUGHT DOING IT RIGHT 
 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for men.... 

it is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24 

 

My Child, 
 

When no one is looking, it’s tempting to cheat.  Maybe you wouldn’t even call it cheating.  Maybe you’d 
just call it slacking, or easing off. 
 

But to make a habit of slacking is to lose the joy in your work.  Doing a job right makes you feel good, be-
cause I made you to enjoy hard work  - go enjoy doing your best. 
 

Don’t work hard because you think I’m standing over you cracking the whip.  I’m not.  Don’t even work 
hard to please other people.  Do your best whether people are watching you or not.  Then when your 
boss or teacher does pop in unexpectedly, they’ll wonder why you are working so hard. 
But we’ll know why.  It’ll be our secret! 
 

Your Heavenly Employer, 
God 

Women’s Shelter 

We are in the process of building a library collection at the women’s shelter. The old, 

torn novels and textbooks are being replaced with uplifting and inspirational books. Do 
you have gently used books that we can add to the shelves? Bibles and copies of Jesus 

Calling are especially needed. Books in Spanish are also welcome. 

Hanford Christian School will be holding a book drive during the month of December to 
create a special children’s book collection so please check your shelves to see if you 

have books that will bless these young residents. 

This will be an ongoing project so when you finish a book, pass it along! 

There will be a basket in the mail closet to collect books or call Claire Noland at 816-

3066 if you would like to have someone come to your home to pick up books. 
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If there are any needs in the congrega-

tion for the Deacons, please feel free to 

give one of them a call and they will be 

willing to address them.  Thank you.  

                  Your Diaconate 

This-n-That 
 
It’s hard to believe that this year is almost over.  Everywhere 
we go, we hear people saying, “Where did the time go?” 
 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving in a few days, we can be 
thankful for so many things which we often take for grant-
ed.  When one sees the devastation in our state and all the 
lives, homes, and businesses lost, we can be so thankful for 
all we have.   We certainly need to uphold these people in 
daily prayer, as well as those mourning the unexpected 
death of a loved one.  The poem “Thankful For All Things” 
expresses well how God expects us to be thankful for the 
good and the bad but that has to be terribly difficult for 
those who have lost so much. 
 

With the hustle and bustle of the holidays, with all the 
stores decorated and stocked with Christmas items, it is 
easy to forget that “Jesus Is the Reason for the Season.”  
Sometimes it would just be nice to go back in time, as the 
poem “I want to go Back” so beautifully expresses. 
 
   Anita & Nancy 

      SENIOR SCENE 
                                                                                                                  

   CALL AND I WILL COME 
 
I heard you calling in the night 
   From your lonely sleep, 
And instantly I came to you 
   And told you not to weep. 
 
I came and sat here for a while 
   To quiet any fear, 
And then in sleep you slowly 
smiled, 
   Knowing I was here. 
                 L. Woodward & M. Wyatt 

 
 

Turn to me and be gracious to 
me for I am lonely and        

afflicted.  The  troubles of my 
heart are enlarged;                            

bring me out of my distresses. 
                        Psalm 25:16-17 

 

 
 

There is no fear in love; but 
perfect love casts out 
fear.....We love Him 

because He first loved us. 
             I John 4:17-18 
 
 
And God shall wipe away all 

tears from their eyes; and there 
shall be no more death, nor 

sorrow, nor crying.   
There shall be no more pain  
for the former things have  

passed away. 
               Revelation 21:4 
 

 
 

   THANKFUL FOR ALL THINGS 
 

The happy days we cherish, Lord, 
And thank Thee much for these. 

But if beclouded ones appear 
And we’re bowed down with grief, 
May we, then too, be cognizant 

That Thou hast sent these things, 
And somehow, in the darkened hours, 

Discover thanks to bring! 
 

                                 Lucy F. Kampstra 

            

I WANT TO GO BACK 
 

I want to go back to a time long ago, 

To a stable dim and a manger of hay, 

To a blessed Babe in His swaddling bands, 

Where a mother sang as asleep he lay. 
 

I want to go back to a quiet place, 

A place so still I can be at peace. 

I want to sit low at the Baby’s feet, 

Till all the unrest in my heart will cease. 
 

I want to go back to a quiet night, 

To flocks and shepherds abiding alone, 

To an angel’s voice and a heav’n ly host, 

And a glorious light that round them shone. 
 

I want to go back to a time long ago, 

To a life uncluttered – simple, apart – 

But He bids me stay, and He helps me find, 

The peace of His presence deep in my heart. 

                                 
                                 -Wiljelmina Cook (adapted) 

 


