The Focus
January 19, 2020

Life Groups – Real Relationships Centered on God’s
Word and Prayer
The 2020 Spring Semester of Life Groups will begin Sunday, January 26th, and we continue to be awestruck for
the work that God has been doing through this ministry
and First CRC. This semester, I am happy to report that
we have close to 40 individually gifted Facilitators and Hosts comprising of 12
unique Life Groups and more than 150 participants!
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What is Life Groups? Life Groups is a nine-week, sermon-based small group
program that meets weekly to share, pray, study, support, serve and socialize
with one another. Not only will these groups discuss how Sunday’s message
plays out in real life, they will pray together and essentially walk through life
together. Because we know that life is busy, we encourage our groups to
take time out of their weekly meeting schedule to simply spend time with one
another in genuine Christian fellowship. Socials: the encouragement for a
social meeting comes from a desire for members to have the opportunity to
celebrate life’s victories and provide a positive support structure for each other when life’s struggles arise. These Life Groups provide another way to build
trusted support and affirmation networks through lasting friendships that live
outside of Sunday morning worship.
Not only are these groups growing deeper with one another and in their relationship with the Lord, but they are reaching out into the community through
a variety of Serve Projects. In the last seven semesters these groups have
completed close to 80 service projects, helping more than 30 different organizations within our local community (Hanford & Lemoore). Our Life Group
members are serving our community joyfully by using their God given gifts
and talents and we celebrate what God has given each of us and that we are
able to be good stewards of His grace.
If you’re not already in a group, I would ask that you prayerfully consider giving Life Groups a try. We’d be honored to have you with us and I am confident that you’ll be glad you joined.
In Christ,
Heather Thomas
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Loving God’s Word
By: Lael Dunn, Youth Director
The older I get (and I know I’m not that old), the more I appreciate and value God’s Word. As a
child I remember thinking Psalm 119 (the longest chapter in the Bible) was so long! And I could
not figure out how David (the writer) could go on and on about how much he loved God’s law and
precepts. What was to love about God’s law and precepts!?!?
As a teen the Bible became something I turned to for answers, whether it was to questions people
asked me about God or it was questions about my own life that I could not answer. Why is this happening to me, God? But, even in that quest the Bible turned into a bit of a genie in a bottle. If I
obey God, he will give me what I want!
Fast forward to adult years which began with independence and employment, added in marriage,
and then subsequent parenting children! I was too busy to read the Bible and too stressed out trying
to keep life in balance. At the urging of every adult I ever knew growing up, I tried to get up early
and have time alone with God reading his Word and talking with him in prayer. I discovered something! They were right! All those youth leaders, pastors, and teachers who told me that consistent
Bible reading would change my life, were right! And while I still give into temptation to snooze a bit
longer and skip the reading periodically, I find that I am so much more grounded when I do start
my day with God’s Word. You see, it’s because God’s Word is the truth on which we are to build
our lives. It answers all our questions about who we are and why we’re here, and it even addresses
the ever-critical topic of suffering- which as I age seems more and more inescapable.

Now the irony kicks in! I am now the youth leader who is telling kids,
“Open your Bibles!” They tell me they are too busy or that they don’t
like to read. Whatever the excuse, I continue to plead because I have
learned like the Psalmist to love the law of God. It is a treasure of
great price and sweeter than honey. This is what motivates us in youth
ministries to continue to open the Bible each week in GEMS, Cadets,
MSM, and Common Ground, because what the Bible has to offer is
far better than any life skill or crazy game. It offers life!
What about you? Do you love God’s Word? When was the last time you cracked open the good
book? If it’s been awhile or you just haven’t found it to be your thing, I challenge you to open it up
and try again! If you’re looking for a good place to start or a Bible study recommendation, let me
know! I’d be happy to help!

The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul.
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. Psalm 19:7-8, 10
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GEMS (Girls Everywhere Meeting the Savior). GEMS Girl’s Club helps bring girls
into a living, dynamic relationship with Jesus Christ!
Our Soup Supper will be Wednesday, January 29 from 5 - 7 pm
in the church social hall, This is our main fundraiser and we
would appreciate your support by bringing friends, enjoying
delicious soup and fellowship. Our soup flavors will be Chili,
Clam Chowder, and Chicken Tortilla. Salad, bread and dessert
will also be served.
If you are unavailable to attend and would like to donate to
this worthwhile cause please contact Martha Valdez at (619) 471-4014. Thank you, in advance and God’s blessings to all.

Don’t be mad!
It’s needful for me to remind myself of the Christian response to those who rule our country
today. If you’re like me, it’s difficult to control our anger when we hear about outrageous
mandates foisted upon citizens by our leaders.
Ephesians 4:26 says, “Be angry but don’t sin” which Paul takes from Psalm 4:4. Going on to
read verse 5, we are exhorted to offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and to put our trust in the
LORD. And don’t forget Psalm 37:8.
Read in context, the verses are telling us to cease dwelling upon it – don’t let the sun go down
on your wrath.” The Nelson Study Bible note on Ephesians 4:26-27 says this: “Christians may
respond in controlled anger to injustice and sin, but they should never be consumed by this
anger, rather they should seek opportunities to express God’s love to everyone.”
Exodus 22:28 also has something interesting to say: You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler
of your people.” The NSB note here is certainly thought provoking; it reads: “Since God is the
ultimate Sovereign, to curse a lesser ruler might encourage disrespect for God’s authority.”
It all boils down to absolute trust in God.
You will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because He trusts in You.
Isaiah 26:3
Life Net
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CINDY HOOVER was born right here in Hanford and attended Monroe
School, Woodrow Wilson, and Hanford High. The International Christian
Exchange program sent her as an exchange student to Iceland during her
Junior year. She has fond memories of that year in Iceland which included
trips to Holland. Following graduation, she worked at a local bank for a
number of years. Leaving the bank, she went to Fresno Pacific and
Chapman colleges and earned her teaching credential.
Throughout her teaching career, she taught every grammar school grade
(especially through her years of substituting) except kindergarten. Cindy says, “God certainly has a
good sense of humor” because after several years of retirement, she is now thoroughly enjoying teaching kindergarten at Hanford Christian School. Starting each school day with worship and teaching
the little ones about Jesus are highlights of each day. After teaching so many years in the public
school system, she relishes the freedom to be able to talk about God. She is impressed by the parents
who see the importance of Christian education and noted the diversity at HCS, with 30 churches represented there.
She has had connections with HCS for many years. Her brother Joe attended, graduating in 1975,
and her own children also attended. Son Cory has blessed her with two grandchildren: Christopher
who is at Point Loma Christian College and Gavin, a sixth grader. Daughter Erin lives in LA and
delights in being an “honorary auntie” to many of her friends’ children.
Living in the house her parents built in 1995, it is conveniently located right around the corner from
church. For many years, Cindy drove each Sunday to Fresno where she attended the St. James Anglican Cathedral. When she decided to stop that Sunday drive, Cindy says “God told me to attend
Hanford CRC”. She was already somewhat familiar with our church because both her brother Joe
and son Cory had attended Cadets here. She notes how much our church has changed since then and
says, “I immediately felt so welcome and so loved”.
She recently enjoyed a trip to Hawaii with her daughter Erin who gave it to her as a 70 th birthday present. Another special trip was a tour of cathedrals in England with her former pastor. Each summer,
she visits a retired teacher who now resides in Arizona. They spend a lot of time visiting original
“First Nation” villages, some having been there for over a thousand years.
This outgoing and vivacious lady is a welcome addition to our church. She can certainly use our
prayers for strength and stamina, as she remarkably teaches lively kindergarteners. Cindy states “It is
an unexpected blessing. I just love it.”

DID YOU KNOW?
That the first ever cordless phone was created by God? He named it “prayer”. It never loses its’
signal, and you never need to recharge it. Use it anywhere!
That sometimes the kindest thing you can do is to listen to an old person remembering?
That 250 million Christians are persecuted and an average of 11 Christians lose their lives every
single day?.
That the only difference between a light bulb that gives light or not, is whether it is connected to
its’ source of power, electricity? Living a Christian life means being plugged into our source of
power, Jesus Christ.
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JUDY MARCUM was born and raised in Auburn, CA. and attended school
there. She has worked a variety of jobs through the years. They have included
administrative assistant in the Laton school system, other school districts, did accounting for a large construction company, and also worked for a personnel agency
and a credit union. But her heart has always been in mission work.
While living in Fresno, she attended the Evangelical Free Church, which sponsored
short-term missions. She started her mission work in 1999 in Ukraine. What started as two week stays increased and soon she was there for six months at a time.
When she didn’t know the answer to Bible questions that were asked, she researched to find the answer. Wanting to increase her Bible knowledge, she enrolled in a Moody Bible study.

During her time at an orphanage in Crimea, she worked with the Ukrainians to teach the older orphans
life skills. This was very important because when the children turned 14, they had to leave. Without
any life skills, many turn to drugs, alcohol, etc. She learned some Russian to help her communication.
Both the Russian and Ukraine languages were spoken when she was first there, but Ukrainian is now
the official language. She is delighted that the church that was planted there is still active. The last
time she was there was in 2012. She has also done mission work in Brazil and Guatemala.
When back in the states, she worked at temp jobs and raised funds for her next mission time. Since
she sold her home when her mission work began, she now resides with her son Ronnie Wrest and
family where she is able to spend time with her grandchildren: 10 year old Mattie and Oliver who is
eight. Hanford has been her home for the last seven years. Her daughter Berenda and husband reside
in Elk Grove. Her sister, who was two years older, went home to the Lord some seven years ago.
Cindy Hoover told Judy about our church. Friends for some 30 years, they met at Mt. Hermon during
a family Bible camp there. Judy appreciates Hanford CRC’s Bible-based preaching. She enjoys the music and seeing the different generations represented here. An avid reader, she is delighted that our
church has such a great library. She noted that “everyone is so friendly to me”.
Judy spends a lot of time doing in-depth Bible studies and also enjoys hiking. However, for the last
year she was confined to home with Valley Fever. It is now dormant; she hopes and prays that it will
stay that way.
What does life hold in the future for this member who has spent so much of her life working for the
Lord? As she stays in touch with her friends in the Ukraine, they really want her to return. As she considers this, she is open to the Lord’s leading. We are blessed to have Judy as part of our church family!

What GOD Has PROMISED
God has not promised skies always blue,
Flower strewn pathways all our lives through.
God has not promised sun without rain.
Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.
But God has promised strength for the day,
Rest for the laborer, light on the way, grace for the trial,
Help from above, unfailing sympathy, His undying LOVE.
Author unknown
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SENIOR SCENE - YOU ARE A NEW CREATION
You have had many trials in this life, but the Father chastens those who He loves the
most. He binds up your wounds and His love flows over the scars, and they are no more.
You are a new creation, pure and spotless, sanctified. His robes of righteousness are
upon you, and you are beautiful to uphold.
My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not make light when He rebukes you,
because the Lord disciplines those He loves,
and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son.
Hebrews 12:5b – 6 (NIV)
He Who was seated on the throne said,
“I am making everything new”! Then He said,
“Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.”
Revelation 21:5 (NIV)

TEEN TALK - HOW ABOUT A FRESH START?
What happiness for those whose guilt has been forgiven!
What joys when sins are covered over!
What relief for those who have confessed their sins
and God has cleared their record.
Psalm 32:1 (Living)
My Child,
A lot of kids act like there’s no right or wrong. They’ve got a “do whatever feels good” attitude. But
when those same kids go against their consciences, I guarantee you, they feel guilty. They may not let
your know about it, but they do. They try to stuff the guilt down deep inside and end up getting mad at
Me. It nags them, so some of them take drugs or start drinking to drown out My voice.
The only way to lose the guilt is by asking Me for forgiveness. I’m the only One Who can let you off the
hook. The good news is I can and will erase your wrong every time. You can start fresh, just as it never
happened. So if you feel guilty about some of the things you’ve done, bring them to Me. I’ll always forgive you.
Your Best Friend,
God
(“e-mail from God for Teens” – C & C Cloninger)
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So What About Those Mailboxes?
By Lambert Sikkema
It has been almost four years since a decision was made to limit the use of our mailboxes to congregation specific content. I think it would be fair to say that this decision was not well received. Perhaps more could have been done to explain or otherwise prepare a context for such a decision, but
it’s doubtful it would have mattered much. So why now? Why bring up an old topic, a topic that
caused ruffled feathers way back when? What difference does it make now?
I bring up this topic for a few reasons. While this may seem trivial, the mailboxes do facilitate community cohesion. The use of them helps us establish and maintain relationships and networks.
Cards, letters, notes, gifts, lost and found items etc. all get stuffed in these slots. It’s simple, easy
and efficient. When we first installed these boxes (does anyone remember how controversial that
was?) we also used them to promote and advance other organizations and institutions. We put
newsletters, bulletins, pamphlets, flyers, brochures, business cards, etc. in these boxes as well. We
did so because all these other organizations are part of our extended community and they are all
“kingdom-causes” so what’s the problem? Hanford Christian School, Central Valley Christian School,
Crossroads, Sierra Village, Gideons International, Providence College, Dordt University, Trinity
Christian College, Calvin University, Calvin Theological Seminary, Westminster Seminary, Partners
Worldwide, Barnabas Foundation, World Renew and, and, and are all great causes worthy of support and encouragement. Who could argue against anyone of them? So what’s the problem?
Let’s take a step back and ask a basic question: what does the future of our congregation look like?
We asked that question and began to answer that question in 2015. We answered that question
along these lines: if we change nothing, we will continue to decline and eventually, cease to be viable. So we made a series of changes all of which were an attempt to ensure the long term viability of
this congregation of Jesus Christ that we all love and cherish. We made a decision that the health
and vitality of the local church is paramount. Every organization listed above started because the
local congregation had the horsepower to not only keep the local church thriving but also had the
ability to start and maintain an ever growing list of other kingdom causes. These other organizations all need time, talent and treasure to keep them operational and effective. Praise God for making this all possible. However, somewhere along the line the local church began to be “taken for
granted”. Somewhere in the late 1980 (s) our congregation began a long slow decline. What was
once dismissed as an aberration became an alarming trend. We decided to modify the trend while
we still had critical mass, effective leadership, plenty of resources and a desire to see this congregation thrive for generations to come. We decided that for the foreseeable our focus needed to be riveted on our local ministry, our congregation’s own spiritual health and wellbeing.
So what about those mailboxes? Indeed. I suppose making them available to any kingdom cause is
just simple and obvious. HCS and CVC and Sierra Village and all the rest all matter and we love and
support them, but what about Hanford Christian Reformed Church? All these other organizations
depend on healthy vibrant and growing local congregations. I want our congregation to be firmly
focused on a sustainable pattern of growth for God’s glory and the expansion of His kingdom for the
next century. To that end we simply must commit to the notion that the local church must be paramount in our giving of time, talent and treasure. All our decisions ought to be evaluated against this
question: what will advance the spiritual health and vitality of our congregation and this community? This is no small thing and time is of the essence.
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Hanford CRC
Ministering Elders Meeting
Minutes of Meeting Held on November 4, 2019
(NOTE: this meeting was rescheduled to meet earlier than originally planned)
1. Opening Devotions: Lambert began the meeting with the reading of scripture and prayer.
2. Roll: Darin Reenders, Dave Johnson & Lambert Sikkema.
3. Minutes were Approved as written.
4. Care Team Reports:
A. The following persons will be sent “Lapse-letter” # 1 in recognition of their absence from meaningful
contact with this congregation. The purpose of the letter to is ask for a clarification of their intentions regarding
participation in the life of this congregation of Jesus Christ.
i. See attached list…not for public review…
B. The following confessing members have joined another congregation by means of being ‘re-baptized”.
i. Brent Kamper
ii. Grant Verhoeven
C. The elders engage in discussion regarding a reorganization of the “Congregational Care Teams”. Since the
leadership of this congregation has decided to institute “Life Groups” ministries as the organizing principle of
our body life, the time has come to consolidate the number of pastoral care districts. We have decided to reduce
the number of care teams from nine to six.
5. Spiritual Oversight:
A. The elders discuss “discipline” issues involving confessing members
B. The following families have requested baptism for their covenant children:
i. Aaron and Rachel Schroeder
ii. Andy and Cheryl Zonneveld
iii. Johnny and Lauren Zonneveld
C. Darin & Ginger VandenBerg request membership transfer to Visalia CRC: Approved
D. Communion:
i. October - 181
ii. November—178
6. Ministry Focus & Strategic Planning
A. The elders engage in an extended discussion regarding the pros and cons of returning to schedule of two
morning services on Sundays. The topics associated with this discussion included style, time, volunteer staffing, technical issues and location considerations. For the present time, the consensus seems to be that the cons
exceed the pros for moving in this direction. It is entirely possible that in the coming year facts on the ground
would drive us to think differently about this topic.
7. Motion to adjourn to 7:00 PM Tuesday 7 January, 2020 at Dave Johnson’s home APPROVED
Dave Johnson ends the meeting with prayer.
ljs
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Governing Council Meeting Minutes
Hanford First Christian Reformed Church
December 3, 2019
Members Present –Pastor Lambert Sikkema, Adam Mackey, Scott Schmidt, Bruce Pickering, David teVelde,
Bill Tos, Robert Butts, Heather Thomas – Secretary to Clerk
Excused Absences – Leland Kootstra, Josh Zonneveld
Dinner followed by Devotions and Prayer – Pastor Lambert opened in Prayer.
Call to Order – Adam Mackey, Chairman
Review of Pre-Packet/Consent Agenda
Minutes from both the Ministering Elders and Deacons Meetings were received and reviewed. Minutes for the
November 19, 2019 Governing Council Meeting were received, reviewed and a motion made to approve
the November 19, 2019 Governing Council Meeting minutes as written.—CARRIED
Governance Reports: Ministry Objectives/Financial Report – Heather Thomas
Heather Thomas reported on the following items:
Financial Report (Heather Thomas):
 The 2019/20 Budget is currently behind in giving by 26.5%. At the November 19, 2019 Deacons meeting the shortfall was discussed and noted.
• A summary of the recent Accounting Review performed by M. Green & Co. was given.
o Minor modifications in system coding (categorization) and process were suggested and
implemented.
o No errors were found that would negatively effect the status of our 501c(3) or payroll.
o Nancy Azevedo has committed to continued maintenance with accountant oversight to assure that
we remain in good standing.
o A standard operating practices manual should be created along with a succession plan.
“Ministry Objectives Report” (Heather Thomas):
 Report given on seven “Guiding Principle Ministry Outcomes” including:
 Profession of Faith
 Outreach Outcomes
 Assimilation
 Ministry Involvement
 Leader Development
 Life Group Participation
 Spiritual Formation
Lead Pastor Report - Pastor Lambert
Staff Updates
 Pastor Lambert led a discussion regarding the recent separation of employment from Ms. Amy
Breslow (Date of Separation 12/02/2019). A notice on behalf of the Governing Council and the
Lead Pastor would be disseminated by 12/05/2019 via email and print to professing members.
Additional correspondence from Amy may follow shortly thereafter. Future plans are in place to
hire a Director or Worship Intern from Fresno Pacific University until a permanent Director of
Worship can be found and secured.
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Pastor Lambert has been in conversations with Josh Wierenga and Clearpath Church Communications in consideration of hiring a consultant to assist in training of members, volunteer leaders and
staff with assimilation strategies in ministry.
Pastor Lambert also began the conversation regarding the calling of an Associate Pastor who
would be tasked with Assimilation, Local Outreach, and Spiritual Formation.

Reconciliation Meeting
 A brief discussion was had regarding the scheduled Reconciliation Meeting on December 17,
2019 at 7:00 PM with Pastor Joel Renkema and members of the Visalia Christian Reformed
Church Elders Board. Members of First CRC, Hanford who have voiced concerns about the governance structure, leadership, and direction were invited to attend as a sign of good faith in an effort to reconcile differences in accordance with Church Order. As of 12/03/2019 none of the
invitations have been accepted and no one is confirmed to be in attendance. If none of the concerned members accept their invitation, the meeting will be cancelled so as to not devalue the
time of the leadership of Visalia CRC.
Corporate Bylaws Update
 Bill Tos & Pastor Lambert Sikkema advised that there are no changes or additional updates to
report regarding the progress of the creation of the Bylaws since the November 19, 2019 Governing Council Meeting.
G.C. Objectives & Milestones – Adam Mackey
Lead Pastor Search Process Report
 A motion was made to appoint Pastor Lambert Sikkema as Lead Pastor of First Christian Reformed Church, Hanford effective 12/01/2019. - CARRIED
 A motion was made to reassign Sam Hamstra and ChapterNext away from the Lead Pastor
Search towards a search for a Director of Worship. - CARRIED
 A motion was made to discharge the Lead Pastor Calling Committee. - CARRIED
Strategic Planning
Renovation/Design Update
A motion was made to create a Capital Campaign Team for the 2020 Building Development
Project. David teVelde, Bill Tos & Josh Zonneveld will lead this campaign. CARRIED
Prospective G.C. Members 2020 – Adam Mackey provided each member of the current Governing Council
with a Prospective Governing Council Member Prospect Profile “Search Matrix” as well as a list of eligible
candidates along with a charge to identify and submit three names with a completed Search Matrix for
each to Adam. Members of the GC (Adam Mackey, Scott Schmidt, David teVelde, and Bruce Pickering)
were also asked to prayerfully consider their Board Tenure keeping in mind the Governing Council Member
Commitment (Guiding Principles 15.6) that no fewer than one and no more than two members of Governing
Council leave office per year.
9:30 PM: Open Discussion / Mutual Censure
Respectfully Submitted
Secretary to Clerk,
Heather Thomas
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KID KORNER - ANIMALS
These animals from the Bible are found in the following word
rectangle. The words are found horizontally, vertically, and
diagonally. Some words are even spelled in reverse, and some
letters are used more than once. Circle each animal you find in
the word rectangle.
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FIRST CHRISTIAN REFORMED
2175 Leoni Drive ~ Hanford, California
Phone: 559-582-4423
Fax: 559-584-2235

We’re on the web
hanfordcrc.org

If there are any needs in the congregation for the Deacons, please feel free
to give one of them a call and they will
be willing to address them. Thank
you.
Your Diaconate
How much do you pray?
Martin Luther (1483-1546) and John
Wesley (1703-1791) both prayed two
hours a day.

Good advice for 2020:
Take time to WORK...
It is the price of success.
Take time to PLAY...
It is the secret of perpetual youth.
Take time to LOVE and be LOVED...
It is a God-given gift.
Take time to BE GRATEFUL...
It is the key to joy.
Take time to MEDITATE...
It is the path to peace.
Take time to PRAY
It is the greatest power on earth.
Author Unknown

This-n-That—
As we reflect on the year just ended and start this brand new year of 2020, these United States of America
remain tumultuous, as does the rest of the world. How comforting to know that our God is in control. We
are not to live desperately, but joyously – not hopelessly, but confidently. It is so important that we pray
for our country. Think what could happen if all the Christians in the USA lifted up our country in prayer
each and every day. Let us all resolve to do so. “If my people, who are called by My Name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their
sin and will heal their land” 2 Chronicles 7:14
Looking ahead to February, we will again honor two of our presidents. George Washington ended his inaugural address with the following words: “We ought to be persuaded that the propitious smiles of heaven can never be expected on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order and right, which heaven
itself has ordained.” Abraham Lincoln stated “It is the duty of nations, as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God...and to recognize the sublime truth announced in the Holy
Scriptures and prove by all history that those nations only are blessed whose God is the Lord.”
We apologize to the seven people who became members in 2018, as well as the two in 2019. We somehow
neglected to feature them in our “Fresh Faces”. You will meet them in these first 2020 issues. Talking with
these delightful new members is a pleasure. You will enjoy finding out more about them.
Our members are still missing the front page that previously covered the activities of our members. There
has been no response to several previous requests for two members to help us with that. Anita will write
the column. All we need is one older person and one younger person to give Anita the information.
Prayers continue for our members who lost loved ones last year. They are setting a godly example for all
of us with the acceptance of their losses and their complete dependence on our Heavenly Father.
Anita & Nancy

