
MAUNDY THURSDAY at HOME 
Christ United Methodist Church | Cedar Mill 
Thursday, April 1st, 2021 

Preparation 
You are invited into this self-guided Maundy Thursday at Home service. We encourage you 

to prepare a meal and feel free to eat while reading, listening, or praying. Having these things will aid 
you in worship this evening: 

• a small bowl of water and towel (or napkin)
• a computer or device to play “Lovely Needy People” by The Many 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_6gxdeJ_LY 
or search for “Lovely Needy People - The Many - Lyric Video" 

• your dinner 
• bread (you can use the recipe provided in the Holy Week Kit) and wine (or juice)

I. BEFORE THE MEAL (the meals prepared, the table is set, take your seat)

Opening Prayer: 
 (pause for a moment of silence) 

 Loving Christ, you know what it is 
to not be able to gather in public 
for the passover meal, 
so you prepared a private room, 
gathered your closest followers, 
some who would deny you, 
some who would betray you, 
all who would abandon you, 
in order to teach your final lesson. 

We, too, gather now in our rooms,
apart from our community
but joined together by your Spirit, 
so that we may hear,
truly hear, 
your final lesson:
“As you have loved us, we must love one another.”

Be present at our table, and bless this night. Amen. 
   
Symbolic Hand Washing: 
 (Take a moment to dip your fingers into the bowl of water and then dry them on the towel or napkin.)  
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II. DURING THE MEAL (feel free to eat while you read, listen, and pray through the service)

Read, Pray, & Reflect: 

 Read: John 13:1-17 (Common English Bible)
Before the Festival of Passover, Jesus knew that his time had come to leave this world and 

go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them fully.
Jesus and his disciples were sharing the evening meal. The devil had already provoked Judas, Simon 
Iscariot’s son, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew the Father had given everything into his hands and that he 
had come from God and was returning to God. So he got up from the table and took off his robes. 
Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a washbasin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he was wearing. When Jesus came to 
Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You don’t understand what I’m doing now, but you will understand later.”
“No!” Peter said. “You will never wash my feet!”
Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t have a place with me.”
Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet but also my hands and my head!”

Jesus responded, “Those who have bathed need only to have their feet washed, because they are 
completely clean. You disciples are clean, but not every one of you.” He knew who would betray 
him. That’s why he said, “Not every one of you is clean.”

After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the 
table. He said to them, “Do you know what I’ve done for you? You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 
you speak correctly, because I am. If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must 
wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example: Just as I have done, you also must do. I assure 
you, servants aren’t greater than their master, nor are those who are sent greater than the one 
who sent them. Since you know these things, you will be happy if you do them. 

Pray:
Jesus of Nazareth, 
If the disciples had known 
That the last supper would be their last meal with you 
Before the crucifixion, I bet they would have listened differently. 
I bet they would have put down their arguments, 
And leaned in with their whole bodies. 
I bet they would have asked questions 
And halted the small talk. 
I bet they would have taken notes and hung on your every word. 
Jesus of Nazareth, I want to listen like that. 
I want to listen like tonight might be the last time you speak. 
I want to listen like everything could change tomorrow. 
I want to listen like my soul depends on it. 
So gracious God, clear away anything in me that might distract. 
Clear away anything in me that might hinder my hearing and receiving of your word. 
I am listening. 
We are listening. 
With hope and honesty we pray. Amen. 
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Reflect:
• Jesus takes the job of wiping the filth from these travelers’ feet. It is an incredible act of 

hospitality, but it is also a disgusting job usually reserved for servants. 
• Think about the dirty jobs of our world. How vulnerable are the people who do these jobs? 
• What does it mean for us that Jesus becomes a servant like these?
• What does it mean for us that Jesus asks us to do the same? 

• Special mention is given to two disciples: Peter and Judas. Peter, again, rejects Jesus’s version of a 
Messiah: one who is brought low for others. Judas goes a step further to conspire with forces 
that wish to stop Jesus. 

• If we’re honest, we all want a Jesus who is on our side and agrees with us. When have you 
decided what Jesus is like or what Jesus should do? How do you let Jesus show you who he 
actually us? 
• We’re told that Jesus knows about Judas, yet Jesus brought Judas to this dinner. Jesus 

brought an enemy closer. What is the Spirit saying to you about this relationship?  

Read: John 13:31b-35 (Common English Bible)
Jesus said, “Now the Human One has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If 

God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify the Human One in himself and will glorify him 
immediately. Little children, I’m with you for a little while longer. You will look for me—but, just as I 
told the Jewish leaders, I also tell you now—‘Where I’m going, you can’t come.’
“I give you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved you, so you also must love 
each other. This is how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you love each other.”

Reflect:
You, Too, Must
by Rev. Lisle Gwynn Garrity
Inspired by John 13:1-17, 31b-35 | Digital painting with collage

The first time my dad took me to visit her in the 
hospital, I walked in to find a slouched figure 
sunken below a bundle of blankets. Short brown 
hairs collected in clumps along her shoulders and 
pillowcase. A cotton beanie grasped the edges of 
her yellowing, swollen face. I averted my eyes at the 
sight, tricked by cancer’s devouring disguise. Pale 
walls drained the room of energy; even the blue 
curtains in the window drooped lethargically 
against the wall. As we came close, my mother’s 
shrunken torso grew, her familiar, honey-rich voice 
filled like liquid in my ears.
“Take off your shoes. Let me rub your feet.”
I paused. Death pressed in on us like an 
unrelenting fog. I was scared, unsure of how to play 
daughter to a mother whose life was slowly 
slipping away.
“Let me rub your feet.”
Reluctantly, I climbed up onto the hospital bed. 
Reaching through the blanketed layers, she 
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removed my shoes, the sweat from my middle school basketball practice still lingering on my skin. Without 
hesitation, she peeled off my socks and gently massaged away the anxieties building within the room.
In the face of the cancer that would soon take her, my mother was determined to hold us close. In the 
fading and fullness of life, she savored moments of service to others. Her gentleness continues to startle 
and soothe me.
“You, too, must wash each other’s feet.”
(John 13:14)

Pray:
Breathe deeply as you gaze upon the image. Imagine placing yourself in this scene. What do 

you see? How do you feel? Get quiet and still, offering a silent or spoken prayer to God.  

III. AFTER THE MEAL 

Listen and watch “Lovely Needy People - The Many - Lyric Video”
www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_6gxdeJ_LY  

Kyrie Eleison, is the Latin response “Lord have mercy.” In ancient liturgies, Kyrie Eleison is the 
response offered after naming peoples or individuals in prayer. It is a prayer and recognition that 
Jesus’s grace and love covers all, anyone who could be named. 

As you listen and watch, we invite you to share in the bread and wine (or juice) you have 
prepared as a remembrance of Jesus’s final meal, a table which he invites and extends grace to all. 

Closing prayer:
God of the towel and the basin, 
as we rise from this table

to relaxation and sleep,
we remember that you rose from the table

to prayer and anguish. 
We have heard your word 
and witnessed your example.
Grant us grace to be servants
and to live lives of love
and to follow you to the cross. 
It is by your mercy and grace that we pray. Amen. 

The grace of Christ surrounds you, forgives you of your sins, and empowers you to follow in 
the paths of peace. There is mercy enough, there is grace enough, there is love enough, for all of us. 

Amen. 
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